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London, March 12. Who’s to Blame? Show Business Reversing the customary proced- 
Looks like the new mode of en- me Dancers Being Lined Up for am a pone! ago poecdsanah m ware 
tertainment on the style of the Ca- ari as ; y . ° ae ee 
pete de Paree of New York will “ee a gaged pelle Parts if They Can Talk— ’ very Pasay booker, trip to Florida. Blue could have 
: , om ae on © ae - ’ ° is offering acts a seven- a bet ri % 
08 gs hit rt Nanay rnc of ae animal trainer, come over to After Light Comedy show weekend in Troy. N. Y. Pg cong oo ad eutsante wine 
don. Several have been promisec i “i . ° . ea ° 
in the last few years, b : ‘ al oe 8a Ameren ier —_— Types — Several Signed, to be played in seven different the vaudevillian turned impresario 
a ow gee ae Soe ship news reporters: ‘I like theatres. + ase lbg 
attempt is being made by A. E. tigers better than men. Tigers Testing More One team was offered $27.50 Blue's initial promotional effort 
mee bay = ty fh the — attack from the front, men Lion’ x= for the date if they'd drive edie & tidedae tlie eake tek: bee 
$1,000,000 etie ‘thee aaa al ram ae Seen PEAS. the other four acts up from came a no-day bike race. His first 
has not Accum a hit mane pring) en wae . STUDIOS HEARKEN New York in their car. move was to lease the Cinderella 
ballroom in Miami. Then he sent 





Management has applied to the 
London County Council for permit for a Newark bike track expert, who 
to turn house into an ‘eatery-the- THE GIRLS SL] The prancing boys on Broadway BEAUCOUP B R. took the measurements and then 
atre,’ with the license expected to are busy dusting off their cleats and s notified Blue that, after installation 
be granted in April when the L.C.C. seeing their agents about screen of a track, the arena would hold 
Eniertainment Committee meets. tests. It’s all in anticipation of a 200 customers. 

House can be converted in four NG boom for hoofers in pictures. And FOR FILMS T After Blue put more pressure on, 
weeks at a cost of $50,000, and it AS TOP S0 traces to the click by Fred Astaire the track expert figured it out to 
is\ figured that Francis Mangan, through his screen dancing. Also where the place could stand 500 cus- 


whose company is connected with that studio talent scouts in the east tomers, only there’d have to be 20 
Segal, will stage the shows, which have lately shown a willingness to laps instead of the usual 10 to a 
listen when any dancer's name is mile, and the track would have to 


are to be comprised of a troupe of 
slant at 80 degrees. Which would 





girls and some international stars. submitted. 
Show to be dovetailed into revue eta ee In addition to Astaire, Bill Rob- aie mean all the riders probably would 
form of entertainment. The nut inson is already at work at Fox and be killed at one time or another dur- 
will be $5,000 per weck. House will For the first time in years 0] \oetro has both Eleanor Powell, who Hollywood, March 12, (Continued on page 59) 
be able to do $25,000 per week. femme is included by the music goes to Hollywood this week, and More eastern money is now avail- 
Lew Leslie is also after a ven-| Publishing trade as rating among | pay Bolger, who starts in July.|@ble for picture production than in 
ture here to be operated similarly. | the top air pluggers. Consensus of That Metro hasn't stopped at two|the past 15 years. Bankers and in- With No Le its on 
The Alhambra may be his spot. opinion in publisher and _ writer is indicated by a scheduled New | @ustrialists are known to be inter- g1 
pele ; Rie ranks accords the foremost ability | yo. screen test for Nick Long, Jr., | @Sted in Universal's reported sale be 
to get a song started over the sheet | inig week and are making financial overtures Tap, Local Little 
counter to Eddie Cantor, Guy Lom- to independents. 


Air Sal Wi ; , , What has the Broad bunch . 
ir esman Ins bardo, Fred Waring, Rudy Vallee, a as ad aay See As one indie producer put it, Group Doing Okay 


+, . . Nel: eq | Steamed up, however, is that danc- |. ; 
Frank Parker, Ozzie Nelson, Ted ers are now being considered for Money is the easiest thing to get 


0) T | C Fio Rito and Jack Denny. : P , ‘ . Mis SiS 
wi alent ontest, parts, in addition to dancing, these days. All you need is a re- ey ST ae 


Paul Whiteman, in the publishers whereas in the past a dancer's only leasing tieup to assure an even : : 
break." What the Little Theatre groups 


. 
Sponsor and a Trip opinion, continues to hold his status} jnance was in a production num- an. 
- can do to legit was evidenced dur- 


as ace bellwether for the aspiring her. or as & dette for a@ oter in épciiionan 
‘ : ing the past week. It’s possibly be- 





Soakyges combos in small towns. : 
> y § snces, G Fers , 
Lancaster, Pa., March 12. —— : ney ge yet oe Mag 53 STEP ON ER, NEWT cause no road shows are around. 
. sd P Little Theatre company of Allen- 





Jack Byerly, singing radio sales- 
COME AND GET IT (Continued on page 59) No Speed Limit | on Cal. Highways;|town presented ‘The Return of 


man, was voted winner in WGAL’s 
professional entertainer contest and sna a ia aa Court Frees Lederer, Who Did 68 Peter Grimm. for one week to ca- 
pacity audiences, the S.R.O. sign 


draws a sponsor, a trip to see bright | Government, Publicity Seeks Home ——— 

lights and several other opportuni- Owning Borrowers EDDIE CANTOR Visarlia, Cal., March 12. being put out nightly. 

ties arranged for the No. 1 voice. fuerte State’s 45 mile speed limit on the The Little Theatre company at 
I Lafayette College gave ‘Journey's 


Byerly sold sponsor the contest Baltimore. March. 12. open highway was knocked into a 
: cocked hat by a ruling on the ap-| End’ for three nights to packed 


fdea, so wins all around. He also ; sagees 
collected commish on sale, prize} _ Atmiciteatiows Batter Mewes peal of Francis Lederer, film actor, | houses. 

dough, a vacation and to top it off | Commission that has loaned in ex- who was sentenced to five days in Take at Allentown for the week 
cess of $6,000,000 to Marylanders jai i ‘er up at 68. Con-|was estimated at $5,000 and at 


jail for hitting ‘er 














the new sponsor, a clothing store, 
slipped him a suit. with which they are refurbishing viction was reversed and actor went | Lafayette $2,000 for the three 
Sa their realty properties has a press free. performances. 
agent, Doug. Sargent, will use all Court upheld contention of Led- This is money that could well go 
angles of show biz to tell the public that there can be no|to legit productions, if there were 


ASK STATE SUBSIDIZED seein 08 shoe bts So 4N silo aars cine 
how to borrow from Uncle Sam. violation of the motor vehicle act | any. 
MINNESOTA SYMPHONY I intr ecu er bi nd aca ia where life and property is not en- —__——- 
,oew's (vaudfilm entury, Zach 
. Eddie Cantor and his business} dansered. 








manager, Ben Holtzman, are open- 
ing the Eddie Cantor, Radio Con- 
sultant offices. The comedian starts 


week acts from the theatre will go Speed boys are now taking their SOUND FILMS HELP 
house asking an appropriation of | 02 Better Housing wi sop te off with Lehn & Fink's product, | "our is really true. 


St., Paul, March 12. on half-hour period on station, at buggies out in the country to see if 
$150,000 annually for the next bien- | Public how money may be borrowed 
=r : Lysol, from the same organization 


Bill has been introduced in the | end of which programs, an authority that factory boast of 100 miles an | 
: : “ Py y , m ant ———= n na 
nium for ‘establishment and main- | "om government. tales eg ‘, 
vhich sponsors Pebeco with Cantor 3% Pan] ereh 12 
a ae UU. ew eaning St. Paul, March 12. 




















tenance of a Minnesota State Sym- ‘BS Si ae wend ; 
phony Orchestra. ai Banya Mone 05 the com- be ae University of Minnesota — 
Ork would comprise some 100 to Travel Deluxe edian-impresario, describes himself | Baltimor.. March 12 — acacia = mryae ayaa 7 
125 musickers, at $1,200 to $1,500 as & program advisor rather than | a an Se son, is now using sound motion pice 
annua! stipends, a conducter at $7,- ay ae ‘oitimeed #2) WI BR, which holds the local ex- tures as an aid in the cure of stut- 
500 a year, and a deputy commis- Yiddish stoci. company playing e on page clusive on Trans-Radio Press Serv- | tering students. 
sioner of music at $3,500. Latter| split weeks between Cleveland and ‘ele 3s ice, has bagged a sponsor for one ‘When stutterers come into the 
would be appointed by the state| Pittsburgh has been worrying about Eth and Band of the daily four periods (early | clinic,’ — ar. Bryngelson, ‘they 
commisioner of education. the tough railroad fare between the morning) devoted to the news. are unwilling to face the fact of 
Winter concerts would be held| two towns, but finally hag it figured It'll be ‘Ethel Barrymore and|_ Phillips Packing Co., a Maryland | their stuttering. A film is taken of 
throughout the state, and admission j out. band,’ and no kiddin’, on the Pabst-| firm, has taken the period, which foe patient in order that he may 
‘would be such as to permit the pub- Made a deal with an undertaker} Bernie air program March 19. is now listed as ‘P.D.Q. News Re- ee aa hear himself as others do. 
lic generally to attend.’ Free con-| who works in both spots and he Miss Barrymore, guest-starring,] porter.” The P.D.Q., of course, {sj}; Once they see and hear themselves, 
certs in parks during the summer | moves the entire company bac kk and] will sing a pop with accompaniment ]|to be interpreted as Phillips De- | the i rst st p towards the cure is 
are proposed. forth in a hearse, by the Bernie orchestra licious Qualities reT d 
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$170,000 Bid for Three Men, Bway 
Legit, Holds N. Y.-H'wood Spotlight 


Se ee - 

Bidding for the film rights to 
‘Three Men On a Horse’ continues 
to hold the spotlight on Broadway 


so far as picture people are con- 
cerned. Reported early this week 
the top bid exceeded $120,000. 

Several picture. producers turned 
down ‘Three Men’ in script form 
and it wasn’t until the show was 
presented at the Playhouse by Alex 
Yokel that the screen rights were in 
demand. Warners, which backed the 
show and owns a 50% interest, is 
said to have figured in shoving the 
figure over the 100G mark, 

Samuel Goldwyn is now the top 
bidder, wanting ‘Three Men’ for 
Eddie Cantor’s next year's picture. 
Some doubt if there will be a Can- 
tor picture this season because. the 
proper script has not turned up. 
Understood Goldwyn's talent scout, 
Freddy Kohlmar, recommended 
‘Three Men’ prior to Yokel having 
acquired it, price at the time being 
around $15,000. Paramount and 
Metro also reported having rejected 
the script, latter claiming a $7,500 
original option. 

There is some interest, too, in the 
screen rights of ‘Fly Away Home,’ 
48th St. theatre, N. Y. That show 
was backed by Warner. also, Lat- 
ter withdrew when the show entered 
a deal with Leblang’s. However, 
though picture firm assumes no 
losses, it will participate in profits, 
if any. That takes in the picture 
rights if bought by another pro- 
ducer. 


BENNY’S COAST CONFAB 
ON M-G YARN DEFERRED 


Jack Benny couldn’t make an air 
hop to Hollywood Monday nor yes- 
terday (Tuesday) because of bad 
flying conditions for a quickie. 
Metro powwow on his first of three 
MG pictures, and hence the flight 
is off until next week. Benny must 
be back within the same week, Fri- 
day at the latest, in order to make 
rehearsals for his ensuing Sunday’s 
commercial broadcast. 

Radio comedian is slated for 

3roadway Melody.’ Reason for the 
hurried flight is a studio huddle on 
story values, as the comedian is in- 
tent on being protected on script. 
Sam Lyons will go with Benny, just 
for company, when the trip is made. 
Arthur Lyons of the L&L agency, 
who set the deal, is already on the 
Coast. 

When the comedian makes his 
Metro film he will have his radio 
author, Harry W. Conn, also script- 
ing his film sequences. 


‘Allah’ for Crawford 


Hollywood, March 12. 


A talker remake of ‘Garden of 
Allah’ is on the fire at Metro, with 
David O. Selznick lining up the pic- 
ture as a Joan Crawford starrer. 
George Cukor is to direct. 

If plans go through Selznick will 
produce the feature in about three 
months, and it would follow Craw- 
ford’s current picture, ‘No More 
Ladies.’ 


U Miffed at Academy 
Asther Verdict, Appeals 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Universal has taken an appeal 
from the Academy's decision in the 
Nils Asther contract tiff and the 
combatants must square off again 
before the organization’s concilia- 
tion board. 

Actor claims settlement of one 
picture contract which studio failed 
to take up upon Asther’s return 
from abroad. Latter stated he was 
so irked by sturdio’s delay that he 
sought work elsewhere. Universal 
claimed actor walked out on his 
commitment. | 

Decision of actor’s adjustment | 
committee of Acad was a com- 
promise gesture, but U demurred at 
its acceptance. 














HUGH HERBERT’S PERSONAL 
Hugh Herbert is tentatively set 
for a personal! at the Michigan, De- 
troit, Paramount house, week of 





Sloughing Slackers 
Hollywood, March 12. 

Fox executive order prohibits 
girls in the studio stock com- 
pany from appearing around 
the lot in slacks. 

oxecs say that the girls look 
unattractive in trousers and as 
a result are overlooked in favor 
of off-lot players when direc- 
tors cast smaller parts in pic- 
tures. 


10%er Landau Ruling 
Further Confuses L. A. 
Agents-Minors Pacts 


, 














Hollywood, March 12. 
Agents are confronted with con- 
flicting rulings on minors’ contracts. 
Following decision in the June 
Knight-Leo Morrison case, that be- 


ing a minor is no premise for void- 
ing a pact, another Judge ruled 
against Arthur Landau in his com- 
mish suit for $480 against Rochelle 
Hudson, taking opposite the view- 
point regarding minors. 

Morrison verdict is predicated on 
the ground a contract by minor, em- 
ploying an agent, is not voidable. 
Ruling.. against Landau held a 
minor’s contract with an agent is 
not valid unless payment received is 
for necessities of life of the child 
not supported by parents. Landau 
to appeal for precedental ruling for 
all agents handling minors. 


Beery’s Next at 20th 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Wallace Beery’s next for 20th 
Century is titled ‘Professional Sol- 
dier.’ 
Rian James, finishing the screen 
play, reports to Radio next on a 
one-story deal. 











NO GO FOR SIX 


Film Families Air Their Matri- 
monial Woes 








Los Angeles, March 12. 

Six film families who couldn’t 
make a go of it aired their woes in 
court last week. 

Ned Sparks raised no objection to 
his wife’s charge of cruelty and she 
was granted an interlocutory decree. 
Irene Shenberg had her union with 
the Metro director legally put asun- 
der, and Charles Seelig, cameraman, 
was charged with cruelty in his 
wife’s divorce suit. 

Onslow Stevens was divorced by 
his Junior League wife in Reno 
after six weeks of marriage. Anita 
Page asked the court to dissolve 
her Mexican pledge to Nacio Herb 
Brown, and Fred Harris, Paramount 
location manager, was described as 
a domestic tyrant in his mate’s plea 
for a severance of home ties. 





Steve Roberts Probably 
Stays Radio; Grant Film 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Writers at Radio are concocting a 
biographical yarn on U. S. Grant for 
Stephen Roberts’ direction. Roberts 
is getting together with Radio on 
new deal as Universal is dickering 
a one picture deal. 

Likely Radio wili renew with 
Roberts, making Universal picture 
as one outsider on contract. 





Oakie Suit Scratched 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
With an apology from Jack Oakie 
having been tendered and accepted, 


| Marty Martyn, dance instructor, has 
| withdrawn his $125,000 alleged slan- 


der suit against the player in an 
out-of-court truce. 

Martyn's complaint had asserted 
that Oakie had made disparaging 
remarks about him in the presence 
of others at a dinner party. Oakie 
filed a denial. 


Just Likes the Title 





March 22. 

Herbert would go in with the | 
Warner film, ‘Goldiggers of 1935,’ in 
which he appears. 


Warners has bought the title to 
‘It’s a Small World,’ midget book 
by Burnet Hershey. 

Material still remains Hershey’s. 





WILL MAHONEY 


“Birmingham Gazette,” September 
18, 1934: “Will Mahoney is the star 
turn—a comedian whose fun is 
clean and whose act does not in- 
clude a single unoriginal item. He 
has achieved the seemingly impos- 
sible by producing a really novel 
and funny dancing act, and can 
play an xylophone by dancing on 
=" 

Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


Mayfair Theatre Building 
New York City 





NO U. S. FILM NIX 
ON ANTI-CRIME 
SCENARIOS 


Washington, March 12. 


Press reports that the Justice De- 
partment has withdrawn offers of 
co-operation to the film industry in 
producing pictures dramatizing Dil- 
linger eradicators drew indignant 
denials last week from both gov- 
ernment and industry sources. 

Contradicting rumors that Attor- 
ney General Cummings had nixed 
several scenarios and given produc- 
ers a final cold shoulder on their 
plans to feature the government 
anti-crime drive, industry spokes- 
men said that no turn-down has 
been suffered and that no story has 
been rejected by the government. 
Several scripts have been submitted 
and have been returned with sug- 
gestions of changes, but industry 
remains confident of its ability to 
dope out a formula which will satis- 
fy J. Edgar Hoover, crime drive 
boss, and Cummings. 

Erroneous press yarns said that 
government men were exasperated 
by Hollywood scribblers’ desire to 
drag legs, luscious femmes, interna- 
tional jewel crooks, and spies into 
stories centered about justice 
agents. Government attitude is that 
stories must not exaggerate or de- 
part too far from realism, but that 
occasional feminine interest is not 
necessarily taboo. 


SAILINGS 


March 28 (New York to Paris), 
Louis Bromfield (Ile de France). 

March 13 (London to New York), 
Gyles Isham (Tle de France). 

March 13 (London to New York) 
Claude Rains (Majestic). 

March 9 (New York to Paris), 
Lorna Rudd, Robert Ritchie, Alina 
de Silva, Enrico and Novello, Ray- 
mand Baird (Paris). 

March 8 (New York to London), 
Clifton Webb (Bremen). 

March 12 (New York to London), 
George Arliss (Olympic). 

March 16 (New York to Genoa), 
Phil Reisman (Conte di Savoia). 

March 8 (West Indies cruise), 
Inez Wallace, Hinson Styles, A. W. 
Smith, Jr., Harry Shaw, Mrs. Mil- 
dred Zukor Loew, B. M. Kaye, Eddie 
Davis, Mrs. Steve Trilling, Jerry 
Blanchard, Dorothy Finley, Teddy 
White, Sonia Meroff, Loretta Den- 
nison, Susan Savoy, Pat Hogan, Mr. 
and Mrs. Hugo Mayer, Al Clothier 
Orch (Lafayette). 

March 9 (New York to Bermuda), 
Stanley Shuford (Monarch of Ber- 
muda). 

March 8 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
lulu), Zona Gale (Lurline). 

April 1 (Los Angeles to Yoko- 
hama) J. P. McEvoy (Asama Maru). 


ARRIVALS 


Fulton Oursler, Grace Perkins, 
Edna Ferber, Benita Hume, Erika 
Patzek, Marie Rasputin, H. G. 

















Wells, Frank Farley, John Stuart.. 





FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS 


The following descriptions of memorable theatrical premicres is a 
compilation of stage, screen, concert or nite club openings which, for 
some odd circumstances or another, stand out in show business. They 
will be recorded without thought to chronological order. The reasons 
for the distinction of each premiere range anywhere from some historical 
significance, in connection with the debut of an artist, novelty show 
venture, play or company, to some other attendant excitement backstage, 
some colorful occurrence out front, or merely because of the gala cir- 
cumstances. This is to be a continued series. 





Harry Lauder 
(Manhattan Opera House, N. Y., Oct. 12, 1912) 


A capacity audience at the old Manhattan Opera House to greet Sir 
Harry Lauder at the commencement of his 1912 ‘Farewell Tour’. But 
William Morris, who should have been overjoyed by the empty ticket 
rack in the boxoffice, was chewing wildly at the end of a cigar. For he 
had just been informed that Lauder, whose ship had been delayed by fog, 
had just reached quarantine, could not be taken off in time to make the 
performance without a special permit from the President, the Collector of 


the Port, or a U. S. senator, 


The preliminary vaudeville turns were well under way as the news 
reached Morris. A call to the N. Y. Herald put that paper's newsboat 
at Morris’ disposal. From Commissioner Waldo, seated in the audience, 
was obtained a pass that would rush Senator Rhincock (intercepted in 
the lobby) through traffic with senatorial permission to yank Lauder, 


kilts and all, off the boat. 


Meanwhile, the problem of how to hold the audience till Lauder’s 
arrival. Morris solved it with a Paul Revere ride up Broadway, with 
stops at the Parker House, Considine’s, Rector’s and points between. He 
recruited Emma Carus, Amelia Bingham, Andrew Mack, Carter DeHaven, 
David Warfield and Harry Cooper and sped them to the opera house 
with instructions to keep the customers interested. Frank Tinney agreed 
to do two turns—one in white, one in blackface. Bob Fitzsimmons left 
his dinner at the Knickerbocker to rush down and recite ‘The Kid's Last 


Fight.’ 


The volunteer troupe, with fresh relief arriving every minute, gave 
one of the greatest impromptu shows ever seen on Broadway. 

Lauder finally came on stage at precisely 1 a.m. The Scot looked at 
the audience and asked, ‘Have ye no hames?’, and then proceeded to do 


an hour. 


‘Friendly Enemies’ 
(Woods, Chicago, March 11, 1918) 

Hailed as ‘the’ American war play at the time, what later also proved 
to be one of Broadway's greatest laugh shows, drew the cream of Chicago 
to its premiere there. Event also marked the opening of this theatre 
built by A. H. Woods, who produced the play. Authors were the late 
Aaron Hoffman and Sammy Shipman. 

The late J. J. Rosenthal, agent for the show, scaled the first night at 
$5.50. Woods was so angry, at what he called a gyp price, that he walked 
before the curtain requesting that the lower floor audience stop at the 
boxoffice on the way out and receive a refund of $2.20. 

Prior to Chicago ‘Enemies’ played Washington where President Wilson 
arose between the second and third acts to laud the play as being one to 
promote international amity. First time for a president to so speak in 


a theatre. 


‘Enemies’ was estimated a million dollar show before it opened. It 
actually made a profit of $870,000 and the picture rights brought $50,000 
more. Co-starred for the first time were Sam Bernard and Louis Mann, 
both now deceased. Show ran 17 weeks in Chicago then came to Broad- 
way, opening in July at the Hudson theatre, and spanned the following’ 


season, 





From Mallets to Jockeys 





But It’s Still Hay as Film Bunch Start Buying 
Race Horses 





Hollywood, March 12. 


Coming of horse racing to Cali- 
fornia and the close proximity of 
Santa Anita to Hollywood has the 
entire picture colony more than a 
little ga-ga about the gee-gees. 
Outside of the boys and girls who 
gather at the track daily to wager a 
meg or two, the picture bunch is 
now going further and beginning to 
buy horses. A dozen picture names 
in the last few weeks have started 
one-horse stables. Whether this will 
weaken the film colony polo ranks 
is problematical. 


Latest to join the list of picture 
people in acquiring hay burners are 
Joe E. Brown, who claimed 
Straightjacket last week for $2,500. 
sing Crosby has a three-plug men- 
age with Zombi, Westy and Miss 
Flip carrying the crooner’s colors. 
Leon Gordon has four nags in his 
barns. Bobby Connolly has Sweet 
Adeline and Flirtation Walk. Both 
youngsters, they still have to make 
their first start. Constance Bennett 
points to Rattlebrain as her own; 
Clarke Gable has Beverly Hills, a 
good nag but so far has been run- 
ning out of his class; Spencer 
Tracy has a single runner which so 
far has to make its maiden start. 

Raoul Walsh after tasting glory 
with Greyola, winner of the Coffroth 
handicap several years ago, is back 
in the running with three three- 
year-olds. James Gleason has one 
runner which he may try and switch 
to a polo pony. John Meehan is 
also the owner of a one horse stable. 
L. D. Lighton, Paramount producer, 
has a pair, one Hope Loring, named 
after his wife. Howard Hawks, 
having been bitten hard, is about to 
start his own string but is not in- 
terested in selling platers, 

By the time the néxt local meet 
rolls around, picture colony should 
be well represented with horses, if 
not winners. Boys now are getting 





used to what it costs to run a 
stable. After that, they’ll probably 
go back to yachts. 

They could all save themselves a 
lot of trouble if they’d get Al Jol- 
son over“into a corner. He knows. 

Following release of figures for 
Santa Anita’s inaugural race meet, 
agitation appeared for repeal of the 
race bill. Merchants’ credit asso- 
ciations, civic and religious groups, 
theatres and studios are behind the 
move. Track officials admitted the 
stupidity of giving out the figures. 

Betting for the 65 days totaled 
nearly $16,000,000, for a daily av- 
erage of around $237,000. It’s 
claimed as much more was handled 
by outside bookies and out of the 
state. Also disclosed that $1,250,- 
000 was spent for food, drinks, 
parking, programs and tips. Of 
total bet, track got 8% and 1.5% 
for breakage. State got 4%. 

Protestors claim the public can’t 
afford such spending with no ben- 
efits in employment or local re- 
turn. Money bet away from the 
track distressed the Racing Com- 
mission, which promised protection 
against outsiders horning in in 
order to protect state’s cut. 





ANNETTE KELLERMAN’S PIC 


Baltimore, March 12. 

Annette Kellerman, the diving 
belle, arrived here from Europe in 
company of her husband, James R. 
Sullivan, last Sunday (10). Pair 
have been roaming round the world 
for last five years. 

Brought back a can of film which 
they shot off the Great Barrier Reef 
of Australia. In travelog form, the 
French and German rights have al- 
ready been sold. Planning to sell 
U. S. rights. The footage is silent, 


_Miss Kellerman figuring that sound 


can be dubbed in, 
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Warn Studios of Kickback in 
Church Drive on Fan Mag ‘Stills 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Indications of a threatened Legion 
of Decency boycott of film fan mag- 
azines, which would put the indus- 
try again in the middle of a clean-up 
fight, has J. J. McCarthy, of the 
Hays office endeavoring to halt the 
bootlegging of hotcha stills at the 
atudios. 

Although officially the studio pub- 
licity departments submit all stills 
to the local Hays office for okays 
before releasing them, there never- 
theless have been a number of leaks 
recently which have placed pro- 
scribed photographs in the hands of 
the mags, especially those going for 
leg art. 

McCarthy's argument to the stu- 
dios to exert a closer watch on stills 
by not allowing any photographs to 
be taken that could be declared of- 
fensive, is that unless such care is 
taken any church campaign against 
the mags may have an effect on the 
present co-operative feeling exist- 
ing between the church and the film 
industry. 

‘First indications that the Catholic 
Church is concerned over the fan 
magazines was seen in the recent 
circular letter sent to all parish 
priests in the New York diocese by 
Monsigneur Lavelle. Monsigneur 
Lavelle, first assistant to Cardinal 
Hayes, pointed out in this letter, 
read in all churches in the diocese, 
the asserted harmful effect maga- 
zine stills have on children and di- 
rected the communicants to use all 
their influence in keeping such pub- 
lications out of the hands of mem- 
bers of their families. 

Reported that in some parishes in 
New York state, a boycott of the 
mags is already under way, follow- 
ing the receipt of Monsigneur La- 
velle’s letter. 





Studios’ Own Burnup 

What miffs the studios no little, 
as well as the Hays crowd, is when 
a fan mag digs up a photo of a 
starred or featured femme in vari- 
ous stages of undress. It’s not so 
easy for an actress to be dignified 
on the screen if stills are floating 
around revealing her in various 
stages of undress. 

The press departments’ bewail 
these photos of their name players, 
but can do nothing about it as they 
took them in the first place. Thus 
the studios admit that it’s thelr own 
fault. 

However, the practice dates back, 
these s.a. ‘stills’ of current name 
girls having been taken when they 
first entered pictures as unknowns 
and the publicity end was striving 
to plant them in magazines and 
newspapers, 

It is this coming home to roost 
of the undraped stills of unknowns, 
after they achieve importance, of 
which the Hays men warn and who 
would like to eliminate anything 
daring in all stills anyway. 
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FLORIDA PREVIEW 


George White Taking No Chances 
On ‘Scandals’ 
Hollywood, March 12. 

George White, determined to duck 
critical audiences on the Coast, will 
hold initial preview of his latest 
‘Scandals’ for Fox at Miami or Palm 
Beach. 

Producer pulls out for Florida this 
week, as soon as the picture is cut 
and ready for scoring. A finished 
print will follow him later so he can 
preview for his own benefit in Flor- 
ida, with likelihood officials in sales 
department of Fox may be on hand 
from New York to look over the 
production. 

He is due in New York around 
March 20 to ready the stage pro- 
duction of ‘Bank Nemo.’ 








HARLOW DIVORCES NO. 3 
Hollywood, March 12, 

Harlow was divorced in 

yesterday (Monday) 


Jean 
Los Angeles 


from Hal Rosson, cameraman, now 
in England. 
He was No. 8. 








Film Daily’s Annual 





The Film Daily’s 17th annual 
Year Book was issued last 
week. 

Current edition runs 1,090 
pages, more than last year, and 
is again as comprehensive as 
anticipated. 


500 Herbert Tunes 
Cornered by Par 
For Biog Roundup 











Hollywood, March 12. 

Deal closed between Paramount 
and the Victor Herbert estate gives 
the studio the screen rights to some 
500 musical numbers written by the 
composer and includes all his oper- 
ettas and musical comedies with 
the exception of ‘Babes in Toyland,’ 
owned by Hal Roach, and ‘Naughty 
Marietta,’ owned by Metro. 


Studio also has the rights to sev- 
eral stories on the life of Herbert 
and will produce a picture around 
him which will include a number of 
his compositions. Carl Brisson, 
Bing Crosby, Gladys Swarthout, 
Mary Ellis and Helen Jepson will be 
in the cast, 

Possibilities are that studio will 
include ‘Eileen’ and ‘The Only Girl’ 
in this year’s program, though the 
decision is not definite as yet. Un- 
derstood that several producers have 
a yen to do ‘Eileen,’ Irish musical, 
which they consider particularly 
good picture material. Reception of 
Metro’s ‘Naughty Marietta’ will pos- 
sibly clinch the decision, 





Eddie Dowling acted as _ inter- 
mediary in the Par deal for the 
filming of Victor Herbert's life. 
Ernst Lubitsch will supervise, re- 
lease late this fall. 

Picture is to be written by Para- 
mount staff men in collaboration 
with Eddie Dowling and Ella Her- 
bert Bartlett, daughter of the com- 
poser. In addition to Herbert, pro- 
duction will contain characters of 
other notable theatrical figures of 
the composer's time. 


Comic Makes Good, 
Radio Signs Chasen 


Dave Chasen leaves for Holly- 
wood next week under contract to 
RKO Radio Pictures. Agreement 
calls for featuring in one film, un- 
titled as yet, due to start shooting 
April 15. 

Chasen was formerly associated 
with Joe Cook. He will ship a flock 
of props and gadgets for possible 
use in the picture. 





‘Gondolier’s’ Air Raid 
Hollywood, March 12, 


Four Mills brothers, Ted Fio Rito 
and his band, and Judy Canova's 
Hillbilly Quartet, have been added 
to talent assembly being placed in 
support of Dick Powell, Joan Blon- 
dell, Louise Fazenda and William 
yargan for ‘Broadway Gondolier’ at 
Warners. 

Lloyd Bacon is slated to get the 
filmusical under way middle of this 
week, 


Mae West’s Title 


Dissatisfaction within Paramount 
over the title of ‘How Am I Doin’?’ 
for Mae West's newest picture has 
resulted in another change. It will 
go on release under the title of ‘Go- 
in’ to Town.’ 

Picture at first was called ‘Now 
I'm a Lady.’ 





PROBABLY JUST 
AT.AT. ASPECTS 


Believe Washington Disin- 
interested in Any Sepa- 
rate Investigation of the 
Motion Picture Industry 








ERPI’S FINANCING 





Current Wall St. opinion is that 
the government will not sanction 
any separate film business inquiry, 
other than whatever phases of the 
film industry may be delved into as 
a result of the proposed inquiry 


into the affairs of the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. and the 
latter’s subsidiaries, such as Erpi.« 

It is believed, however, that forces 
have been at work trying to initiate 
a separate film industry investiga- 
tion, on several occasions. But it is 
also felt that none of the several 
attempts have received any White 
House support. On the contrary, 
downtown opinion is that the ad- 
ministration feels that the attempt 
towards forcing a Congressional in- 
vestigation of the film business is 
something in which it is not inter- 
ested at this time. 

On the other hand, any A.T.&T. 
investigation is bound to ring in 
several film angles. Such investi- 
gation would bear plenty on Erpi’s 
financing of production besides its 
equipment royalty charges. 


H-McA’s Coward Pic 
Will Be Released 
Ahead of Savo Film 


Under a switch in plans, the 
third Hecht & MacArthur picture 
starring Noel Coward and now in 
finishing stages, will be released 
ahead of the second made by H. & 
M. for Par release. Instead of re- 
leasing ‘Once in a Blue Moon,’ fea- 
turing Jimmy Savo, on March 22, 
it will be held back until the hotter 








weather, Release date now is May 
11. 
Meantime, the Coward picture 


comes out, date being March 29. 
Original title, ‘Miracle in 49th 
Street’ will be changed, the 49th 
street locale having been switched 
to Greenwich Village. 

H-M will make a second Coward 
starrer in September on a new re- 
leasing deal with Par for the 1935- 
36 season. Meantime its fourth for 
the current season, to start as soon 
as possible, will star Beatrice Lillie. 





LEGIT RAID 


Hollywood Tests a Flock of ’Em 
and Signs Several 





Stack of Broadway legit talent 
headed west last week for picture 
tries. Willlam Harrigan and Her- 
bert Rawlinson speeded out with 
Warner Bros. contracts, Phoebe 
Foster has a Metro paper and goes 
into the new Garbo picture. Andrew 
Tombes is aimed for the Fox lot, 
Nana Bryant gets a try at Colum- 
bia, which also has picked up Don- 
ald MacDonald, and Paul Guilfoyle 
will do his stuff for a while on the 
Radio lot. 

All seven were set by Selma Alex- 
ander (Al Kingston) who also man- 
euvered tests last week for Claudia 
Morgan and Constance McKay. 
Both girls are from legit and were 
posed in front of WB cameras. 


METRO’S EMERSON-LOOS 
Hollywood, March 12. 

John Emerson, signed as Metro 
producer under Eddie Mannix, 
draws as his first two pix ‘Studio 
Girl’ and ‘San Francisco.’ 

His wife, Anita Loos, has been 
given a writing contract 





‘i 





Pony Up! 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Film folk who owe the gov- 
ernment on income tax re- 
turns have no right to play 
the ponies. That in effect is 
the ultimatum of revenooers 
who are keeping a close watch 
at the Santa Anita betting 
cages, 

Idea has spread and other 
creditors are hanging around 
the payoff windows should 
backward clients cash in on a 
long shot. 


CROSBY ASKING 
$2,500,000 FOR 
12 FILMS 











Hollywood, March 12. 

New arrangement which sing 
Crosby is reported demanding from 
Paramount involves a total salary 
of $2,500,000. His present contract 
expires next December. 

Starting point of negotiations is 
said to be Crosby’s outline of 12 
pictures covering a period of the 
next three years. That’s four a 
year with the $2,500,000 as his full 


| Par income for '36-'37-'38, or at the 
trate of approximately 


$200,000 a 
picture. 
There is nothing official on Par's 


‘| reaction. 


With the new contract, Crosby is 
also reported mulling eliminating 
all phonograph recording due to the 
fact so many of the small radio sta- 
tions over-plug his waxings. 


PARAMOUNT’S IMPORTED 
POLISH TENOR DUE SOON 


Berlin, March 12. 

Jan Kiepura, Polish tenor, sails 
for Hollywood next month to make 
six pictures for Paramount. 

His termer calls for him to do all 
six in three language versions, Eng- 
lish, French and German. Not clear 
here whether Paramount intends to 
do direct shots in Hollywood or will 
dub the pictures. 





Paramount isn’t sure yet just how 
to handle Kiepura but if dubbing the 
pictures Kiepura will enact his own 
roles in all the dubs, he being 
mainly a singer and using all three 
languages with ease. 


Wanger Pic Holds Raft 


From Foreign Vacash 


Hollywood, March 12. 

George Raft’s plans for an Euro- 
pean trip, after finishing ‘Glass 
Key,’ interferes with Walter Wan- 
ger’s intention to use the player in 
‘Every Night at Eight.’ 

Likely Raft will postpone his trip 
to accommodate Wanger as his out- 
side picture under the Paramount 
contract. 


Metro’s English Juve 

Metro is importing Gyles Isham, 
young British player, for a film try. 
Isham is the son of Sir Vere 
Isham, Bart. He has been playing 
in ‘Family Affairs,’ London legit. 
Sails today (Wednesday) from Lon 
don and goes direct to Hollywood. 


SUTHERLAND’S ‘JIM’ AT U 


Hollywood, March 12 


Eddie Sutherland is to direct 
‘Diamond Jim’ at Universal 

Al Santell, originally set to pilot, 
moved over for a Paramount com 


mitment when the ‘Jim’ produc- 





tlon schedule conflicted. 
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Watchdogs of the Public Prints, 
Radio, Etc., to Curb Wild Pix Stuff 





> 

Principal concern of the Hays ofe 
fice in setting up a public relations 
council on the Coast headed by 
Lufton Wilkinson or someone els®, 
is to provide for better control in 
the dissemination of information, 
publicity and gossip. At present too 
much comes out of Hollywood which 
looks alarming under the Hays’ 
microscope. 

Wilkinson, on the Coast now, fole 
lowing the MPTOA convention in 
New Orleans where he addressed on 
Hays’ public relations contacting 
and clean pictures, may not be 
placed in charge of the bureau to 
be set up out there. Tom Pettey, 
of the N. Y. Herald-Triburne, who 





joined the Hay’s forces Monday (11) 
| will be the choice if Wilkinson is to 
remain in his post at eastern head- 
quarters. Pettey is known to have 
been mentioned for the California 
spot in that event. 

Wilkinson, who has been travel- 
ing considerably of late, would then 
remain top sergeant of the eastern 
Hay’s public relations forces under 
J. J. McCarthy. Latter is on the 
Coast supervising the organization 
of the setup. 

Plan in Hollywood is to effect a 
closer curb on press agents and 
others who are responsible for in- 
formation, which in the opinon of 
the MPPDA has the wrong kind of 
a reaction for industry reasons 
when it reaches the public through 
print, over the air or in other ways. 

A recent instance of press agentry 
the MPPDA frowns upon was the 
story that a scene in a recent pic- 
ture, running only four minutes on 
the screen, cost $35,000 to maka 
Actually including cost of extras 
and everything, the scene cost 
$1,500. 


RAINS’ ‘HUNCHBACK’ 


Hollywood, March 12, 
With Henry Hull dropped by Untfe 
versal, Claude Rains gets the title 
role in ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame? 
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New Would-Be Fed! Legislation OK 
For Fight Pix but Not Gen] Film Biz 


Washington, March 12. 
Crop of new Federal film legisla- 


} 
tion proposals includes a break for 
newsreel producers and prize fight 
films and another kick for remain- 
der of the industry. 

Three additional picture bills went 
into the Congressional hopper last 
week, but, despite this renewal of 
interest, the surface peace between 
legislators and the film industry 
seems undisturbed. 

Repeal of present 25-year-old act 
banning interestate shipment of 
fight films was proposed by Repre- 
sentative Quinn of Pennsylvania, 
who suggested Federal regulation 
with state co-operation in place of 
the outright prohibition imposed 
after the Jack Johnson-Jim Jeffries 
fisticuffs in 1910. 

Third measure is another attempt 
to outlaw block booking, sponsored 
by Representative Pettengill of In- 
diana, who two months ago vehe- 
mently denied any intention of au- 
thoring film legislation. Would pro- 
hibit sale in blocks and require 
synopses for exhibs. 

The fight film legislation proposes 
that interstate shipment be per- 
mitted in conformity with state 
laws, and that exhibition be legal- 
ized wherever it is not banned by 
states themselves. Would prohibit 
showing of films of mixed fights in 
states where the color line applies, 
and likewise would ban exhibition 
where actual boxing is forbidden 
Measures would lift all restrictions, 
however, from pix of amateur or 
college tussles. 

Two Anti-Block Measures 

The Pettengill bill, which strongly 
resembles the Culkin anti-block 
measure, would place an outright 
ban on the sale or offering of pix 
only in groups at a group pric?, and 
would make illegal any attempt to 
eoerce exhibitors or restrain their 
freedom of selection. Would pro- 
hibit shipment of pix distributed 1n 
violation of these requirements. 

Besides requiring distribs to fur- 
nish synopses in offering films for 
sale, Pettengill measure would re- 
quire story summaries to he em- 
bodied in contracts, and would per- 
mit exhibs to collect damages In all 
eases where actual product differs 
materially from the advance outline. 
Exhibs could either cancel and col- 
lect or exhibit and recover damages. 

Both fines and injunctive pro- 
cedure are provided as enforcement 
machinery, while the bill would go 
into operation 12 months after en- 
actment. 


May Raze N. Y. Rialto 
This Summer So as 
To Reopen in Fall 


The Rialto, N, Y¥., may be torn 
down early this summer go that a 
new house on its site will be ready 
to open in the fall with the com- 
ing of the new season, Product 
house gets would be sold elsewhere 
during the summer, distributors 
preferring this rather than market 
a lot of extra product on the better 
fall season. 

Original intention was to start 
building a new Rialto around Sep- 
tember in hopes of having it ready 
for opening around the first of the 
year but seriously doubted the con- 
struction job can be finished as 
quickly as three months. Probably 
four at least will be required. 


TITLE CONSCIOUS 


Metro Casting Broadway Names to 
Justify ‘Melody’ Tag 
Hollywood, March 12. 

To justify the inclusion of Broad- 
way in the title, ‘Broadway Melody 
of 1935,’ Metro is planning to spot 
a number of Broadway names in 
the cast of the musical. 

So far studio has only Sid Silvers 
(also co-author of the script with 
Jack McGowan), Jack Benny and 
Buddy and Velma Ebsen in the cast. 
Negotiations are on for Eleanor 
Powell. Picture is scheduled to go 
into production around April 1 with 
Roy Del Ruth directing. 

This is the first on Benny’s new 
three-picture Metro contract. He 
previously appeared for Metro as 
the m.c. in that studio’s ‘Hollywood 
Revue’ released in ’29., 











DURANTE IN AND OUT 


Show, Then 


Chatter 


Huddle on ‘Jumbo’ 
Metro Contract 


Jimmie Durante, piloted by Lou 
Clayton, winds up four weeks of 
personal appearances at Loew's 
Met, Brooklyn, this week and then 
hies right back to Hollywood and 
a possible new Metro contract, ex- 
cept for a two days’ stopover in At- 
lantic City. A. C, huddle will be 
with Hecht-MacArthur, who are 
authoring ‘Jumbo’ for Billy Rose 
production, a big top. spectacle 
aimed at the Hippodrome, N. Y. 
Durante’s Metro option comes up | 
next month and among the details | 
worked will be not to put the com- | 
edian into everything for a laff hypo 
but to build him up individually 
with suitable script material. 


EXPECT BETTER 
RKO FIGURES 


General improvement in the op- 
erating income of RKO for 1934 is 
expected, although full and detailed 
figures are not at hand. All of the 
executives of the company who have 
been on the Coast for the purpose 
of confabbing have returned east 
apparently satisfied with studio 
conditions. 

B. B. Kahane and J. R. McDon- 
ough, studio chieftains, were in 
New York from the Coast for a 
couple of days and a board meet- 
ing of the RKO Radio picture com- 
pany. The two were to have de- 
parted today (Wed). The board 
meeting was held yesterday (12). 
While only unofficial estimates 
may be given, the Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum end of the RKO theatres 
wound up 1934 improved in income, 
showing a probable loss of around 
$200,000 in 1934, as against $640,000 
in 1933. It is likely that a final 
audit of the KAO situation will be 
made public the coming week, fol- 
lowing a company board meeting. 

While RKO is heading towards 
reorganization, no actual steps taken 
in that direction are so far indi- 
cated. Reorg matters are being 
given considerable inside consid- 
eration, however, under the direc- 
tion of David Sarnoff and M. H. 
Aylesworth. 

It also would seem that any re- 
organization of the company must 
take into consideration the Mike 
Meehan position in KAO. Undoubt- 
edly this situation will have been 
considerably smoothed by that time. 
Presently all sides are working co- 
operatively. 


Decency Roster Off 


Buffalo, March 12. 

General publicity and general 
publication of the weekly list of 
recommended pictures was perma- 
nently discontinued this week by 
the Buffalo Council of the Legion 
of Decency. 

The lists of weekly recommenda- 
tions in the future will be given 
out only through Catholic channels 
of publicity, in a statement by Rev. 
Edward S. Schwegler, local director 
of the Legion. It was stated that 
practically every downtown theatre 
was now showing pictures which 
meet with the Legion’s approval. 
Father Schwegler expressed the 
Legion's gratitude to picture organ- 
izations and local newspapers for 
their cooperation in the campaign. 


Par’s Scribes’ Shift 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Paramount is weeding out lesser 























writers for names. 
Department revamp is expected 
to see many scribes come and go. 





AERIAL ‘BENGAL’ 
Hollywood, March 12. 
Darryl Zanuck is to make ‘Patrol 
of the Nile’ as the air version of 
‘Bengal Lancer.’ He’s after Grover 


H’WOOD AGENCY SPLITS 
geliineve-Poldmamdatié Asunder 
As Protection to Clients 








Hollywood, March 12. 

Breakup of Schulberg, Feldman & 
Jaffe agency is reported, with Ad 
Schulberg and Sam Jaffe pulling out 
to form their own talent organiz- 
ation. 

Understood- that business will be 
split up and that Schulberg and 
Jaffe will make a formal announce- 
ment in a few cays. Charles Ken- 
nett Feldman, ex-film lawyer, is the 
third partner in the agency. 


U SLOWS PROD. 
PACE, ONLY 2 
IN WORK 





Hollywood, March 12, 
Universal, currently at slow pro- 
duction pace, is slated to start at 
least one picture, and perhaps two, 
this week to shift into the void left 
by the recently finished ‘Bride of 
Frankenstein’ and ‘Werewolf of 
London.’ 

‘The Raven,’ modernized variant 


of the Edgar Allan Poe classic as 
adapted by Jim Tully, is skedded to 
start tomorrow (Wednesday), with 


Louis Friedlander directing as his 
first feature. Boris Karloff and 
Bela Lugosi co-star, with Irene 
Ware opposite, under Dave Dia- 
mond's production reins. 

The Lou Ostrow production, ‘Alias 
Mary Dow,’ Kurt Neumann direct- 
ing, will also get under way before 
the weekend if cast difficulties can 
be ironed out. Sally Eilers had been 
contemplated for the title role, but 
is not set. 


TUTTLE’S “APPLE TREE’ 
AND HURLEY’S PAR UP 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Frank Tuttle wants Paramount to 
make the ‘Apple Tree.’ It’s been 
this director’s particular yen for 
years and it’s a story which he 
owns. 

Harold Hurley, Paramount asso- 
ciate producer on Westerns, is due 
for an upping as executive. Pro- 
motion set but spot not picked yet. 


Reade May Shutter His 
2 on Bway, No Product 


Walter Reade may close down the 
Astor and Mayfair, New York first 
runs. He indicated yesterday 
(Tuesday) that in view of Broadway 
competition and product available 
for these two theatres, he may be 
forced to close both of them. 

Mayfair fell back on Reade’s 
hands when RKO bowed out of its 
lease, while the Astor came back 
‘from Loew’s on a profit-sharing ar- 
rangement with Metro having no 
.pictures for $2 runs there. At each 
theatre Reade has been attempting 
a first-run policy at a 55c top, play- 
ing any available product. 


WB’S 4TH ESTATE IDEA 


Crooker Executing Ejinfeld’s Hunch 
on Press Contacts 























Following up suggestions of 
CharHe Einfeld at recent M.P.T.O.A. 
suggestion that theatre owners 
form closer contacts with news- 
paper publishers, the Warner home 
office is sending Herb Crooker on a 
wide tour to try to bring exhibitors 
aid publishers or managing editors 
together. He leaves before the end 
of the week and will stop off in 


Boston, Rochester, Syracuse, Al- 
bany, Buffalo, Detroit, Chicago, 
Omaha, Pittsbu sh, Baltin.ore, 


Washington and Atlanta. Now that 
Cosmopolitan is releasing through 
WB, Crooker will particularly con- 
tact Hearst editors in cities he will 
visit. He will be gone two or three 
weeks. 

In New Orleans Einfeld suggested 
that if exhibitors made it a point to 
establish friendlier relations with 
local papers both could work to the 
mutual benefit of each other, Ein- 
feld citing a recent case where a 
publisher, realizing the loss he 
would sustain, went out of his way 
to prevent the threatened closing of 








Jones to write the yarn. 


a theatre, 





Exhibs Peeved at Reallocation 
Of Pix by Distribs, After Sold 





G MEN—IN PERSON 





of Justice Sending Rep to 
Coast to Scan Scenarios 


Dept. 


Hollywood, March 12. 


Department of Justice, fearful 
of what Hollywood may make of 
its ‘G-men’ in the cycle of U. S. 
Secret Service films now on the 
fire, is sending out a member of 
the department to censor the scripts 
and work as technical advisor dur- 
ing the filming of the yarns, 

Representative is expected here in 
a few days. 

Busy time is anticipated for the 
department’s censor as simultane- 
ously Warners will be filming ‘G 
Men,’ Edward Small, ‘Let ’Em Have 
It,’ Metro ‘Public Hero No. 1,’ Para- 
mount ‘Federal Dick,’ and Univer- 
sal a film not yet titled. 


COCHRANS 756 
BID FROM M-G 








London, March 12. 
Cc. B. Cochran has an offer from 
Metro to go to Hollywood as a pro- 
duction supervisor at $75,000 a year. 
He hasn't said yes and he hasn't 


said no. 

Cochran is still pouting at Equity 
here and still insists that he won't 
produce any of his projected six 
shows this season unless the actors' 
organization changes its mind on 
the open shop situation. Believed 
there is a strong likelihood that 
there will be a compromise soon of 
a sort allowing both sides to save 
their faces, 

In which event the M-G offer will 
be held in abeyance until such time 
as Cochran definitely finds out 
where he stands here. 


Schlaifer Has Other 
Bids, Bows Out of GB 


Jack Schlaifer has resigned as 
special sales representative of Gau- 
mont-British. He returned from a 
western sales tour Saturday (9) 
during which he signed a number of 
new first-run contracts. Says he 
resigned because of several other 
deals in view, but not ready to say 
what they are. 

No successor named at G-B yet. 


‘Two Cities’ Lead to 
Colman; Conway Pilots 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Metro has assigned Jack Conway 
to direct ‘Tale of Two Cities’ with 


Ronald Colman, borrowed from 20th 
Century, for the lead. 

Picture has been given a sevey 
week production schedule with Con- 
way slated to leave for England 
immediately following the picture's 
wash-up to direct ‘Manners Maketh 
the Man,’ John Monk Saunders yarn 
which will be produced entirely at 
Oxford. 

Franchot Tone and possibly Rob- 
ert Montgomery will be the male 
toppers, 








To Film Garibaldi 
Hollywood, March 12. 

The life of Garibaldi, Italian pa- 
triot, will form basis of a feature 
to be produced by Paramount for 
the 1935-36 season. 

Company has engaged E. Alexan- 
der Powell, former war corre- 


spondent and authority on Gari- 
baldi, to write the screen play. 





WOLF DOUBLES UP 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Manny Wolf, recently named as- 
sistant to A. M. Botsford, executive 
assistant to Ernest Lubitsch at Par- 
amount, has been given the added 
portfolio of aide to Bogart Rogers, 
scribe overlord, 

Appointee came in with the new 
regime. 





—_——— —— 


Reallocation of pictures by major 
distributors, after they 
sold, moving them from one per- 
centage group to another, or from 
percentage to flat rental, is resulting 
in a storm of protest among exhib- 
itors, and appeal may be made to 
the Code Authority itself for relief, 
Matter was not touched on at all dur- 
ing the recent MPTOA convention. 
though certain exhibitors who were 
in attendance have expressed them- 
selves subsequently as resentful of 
the practice 

A big film buyer in the east who 
isn't affiliated with an exhibitor or- 
ganization, is ready to go on record 
against the distributors in this stunt 
of moving pictures around, Claim 
is that distributors have decided in 
what groups pictures will play, 
after pictures are ready for release. 
Programs are ordinarily split up, 
one group being set aside for a high 
percentage, a second group for me- 
dium percentage terms and a third 
for lower percentage brackets, when 
buys are made. 

It is cited that when a piciure 
that was sold in the lower percent- 
age group pans out better than ex- 
pected, it fs delivered as part of a 
higher percentage group. But when 
a 85% picture, in the group from 
which big things were expected, 
goes floppo, the distrib does not 
move it to the low percentage re- 
gion, it is emphasized. 


M. S. Marks as Shorts 
Producer Ends Talk 
Of Joining Chi Loew 


Meyer S. Marks, former Chicago 
theatre operator, is head of a syn- 
dicate which is forming a new, in- 
dependent film producing company 
for the purpose of producing shorts 
with radio personalities. The first 
signed under this plan is ‘Rise of 
the Goldbergs,’ NBC radio skeich, 
with Mrs. Gertrude Berg, author 
and chief player in the radio se- 
ries. Mrs. Berg will make 12 two- 
reel shorts for the new group in 
the east. Arthur Green and Joseph 
W. Rubenstein are associated in the 
venture. 

Marks’ going into indie produc- 
tion ends the reports about his join- 
ing Loew to handle any Loew the- 
atres, if and when in Chicago. 


BLP. PROBABLY WILL 
DISTRIB ‘TIME’ IN ENG. 


Negotiations are on to distribute 
‘March of Time’ reel in England via 
British International as the prob- 
able distrib. First Division also has 
received some requests for its news- 
reel in France, but England {is only 
country abroad which probably wil) 
get ‘March of Time.’ 

Picture is being distributed in 
Canada through Regal Films. 


COWARD LIKES PIX 


Wants to Make More—Second Set 
for H-McA, 


have been 

















Noel Coward is coming back to 
New York in about six or seven 
months to make another picture for 
Hecht and MacArthur at Astoria for 
Paramount release. ‘ 

Coward is currently en route to 
China, having completed ‘The 
Scoundrel.’ He made the film on @ 
one picture deal but has since de- 
cided that he likes picture work 
and wants to do more of it. He 
wants H-McA to make ‘Point Va- 
laine’, but some doubt of that going 
through, especially since a Hays of 
fice okay seems doubtful. 





Photo by Mirrors 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Universal has taken a 30-day 
option on William Alder’s system of 
stereoscopic photography following 
use of the process in testing line 
girls who were to have been used 
in ‘The Great Ziegfeld.’ 

Alder has been experimenting 
with three dimensional photography 
for several years. His process is 
based on photographing through 
mirrors, 
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Talk of a Third Nat Exhibitors’ 
Organization Crops Up Again 


The room is there and the time is 
ripe for a new national exhibitor 
organization, in the opinion of vari- 
ous leaders who will not be quoted 
by name, but indicate they would be 
ready to swing into line. There are 
now two national bodies—the M.P. 
T.O.A. and Allied States Association 
—whose views and politics are as 
wide as the poles. 

An organization that would strike 
a medium between these two is seen 
as certain to spring up at some time, 
if not in the near future. It would 
not be as militant and radical as 
Allied, but free from the Haysian 


accord which allegedly character- 
izes the MPTOA. Many leaders 
within the MPTOA appreciate 


that its conservative policies are to 
be much more preferred than the 
Allied’s tendencies, but at the same 
time decry the fact that the MPTOA 
is held down through Hays’ connec- 
tions that have become quite ob- 
vious. The MPTOA, to such observ- 
ers, lost its real status a few years 
back when affiliated theatre chains 
were admitted to membership, and 
officials of these chains started tak- 
ing a hand in the organization's 
affairs. 

The last convention of the MPTOA 
is pointed to as the nyost pro- 
Haysian held to date, with Hays’ 
people actually making many con- 
vention arrangements and supervis- 
ing details. Dave Palfryman of the 
MPPDA was active in this connec- 
tion. 


UA-M. H. Deal Not 
Cold Despite Riv 
Getting ‘Night 


The Rockfeller people are still in- 
terested in acquiring first call on 
the United Artists product, taking 
with it the Rivoli, N. Y., and the 
UA crowd has not chilled on a deal, 
but just now both sides are 
sparring, with negotiations status 
quo in absence from New York of 
Joe Schenck. He left for Florida 
during the past week, while W. G. 
Van Schmus returned Thursday 
(1) from a Coast visit of two weeks. 

Neither side has anything to re- 
Port but agrees that the deal has 
mot been called off. Interest of the 
Music Hall in acquiring the Roxy 
as a sluff house has died down, 
however, and if there is to be any 
deal at all it will probably be for 
the Riv. 

United Artists also wants a five- 
year product franchise with the 
Hall, stipulating guarantees to be 
worked out if other major condi- 
tions are satisfactory. Pending 
any agreement with UA for its pic- 
tures, together with the Riv, which 
the Hall would operate for its re- 
jects starting this coming season, 
the Hall wanted ‘Wedding Night.’ 
This, the third Anna Sten picture, 
goes into the Riv Friday (15) in- 
stead, after Sam Goldwyn and the 
M. H. crowd were unable to get 
together. 


Buckley to Coast 


Charles Buckley, Fox-West Coast 
attorney, is expected to head back 
to the Coast the latter part of this 
week. 

It is probable that Charles Skou- 
ras may not leave New York for an- 
other week. He will remain over 
for talk with Sidney R. Kent, who is 
expected back from the south on 
Saturday (16). 


Cohns South and East 


Jack Cohn has gone to Florida for 
a fornight’s vacation. 

Returns in time to greet Harry 
Cohn, who is due in from the Coast 
for Columbia biz huddles. 

















,% 
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Par Shelves Airer 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Second picture to be shelved at 
Paramount since the Herzbrun- 
Lubitsch regime took over pro- 
duction, is ‘13 Hours by Air,’ which 
was intended for Gary Cooper, 
Picture was scheduled to go in 
next week with Henry Hathaway 
directing. Execs put the story back 
believing it too weak, 


ZUKOR EXTENDS 
COAST STAY; 
SCHULBERG 





Hollywood, March 12. 

Although slated to leave for the 
east next week, Adolph Zukor will 
remain on the Coast for at least an- 
other month. He spent last week- 
end at Palm Springs, first time he 
has left the studio since he came 
west four weeks ago. 

Meanwhile the B. P. Schulberg 
deal, on which Zukor and Schul- 
berg have been huddling for the 
past week, is still hanging fire. 
Agreement is for six or eight pic- 
tures to be produced by Schul- 
berg on the Par lot with ERPI fi- 
nances. Number of pictures to be 
made is reported to be holding up 
the deal, 

On the Schulberg-Zukor negotia- 
tions, the main hitch is whether the 
producer makes six pictures on the 
Paramount lot or elsewhere. Schul- 
berg favors producing on the lot. 


HENRY DUFFY 
JOINS ZANUCK 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Henry Duffy, Coast stage pro- 
ducer, has been signed by Darryl 
Zanuck to join 20th Century as an 
associate producer and advisor to 
Zanuck on story and _ production 
matters. 

Deal starts June 1, at which time 
20th Century will launch production 
activities for pictures to be re- 
leased via United Artists during the 
1935-36 season. Company will start 
its annual two-month siesta around 
April 1. 


LUBITSCH SETS LOCKE 
AS PROD. AIDE AT PAR 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Eric Locke, who was brought here 
from Germany by Ernst Lubitsch 
more than 10 years ago to act as 
the director's production manager, 
has been appointed production as- 
sistant to Lubitsch at Paramount. 

During the past two years Locke 
has been a company business man- 
ager at Paramount after several 
years with Lubitsch at various stu- 
dios. 














REISMAN SAILS SAT. 


Phil Reisman, Radio's foreign 
head, sails for Europe Saturday. 
He'll stop off on the Italian Riviera 
for a rest and then come back via 
stops in the continental offices. 

Expects to be gone about six 
weeks. 


HARRY WARNER DUE EAST 
Harry M. Warner is expected back 
in New York within a week. 

Jack L. Warner has just reached 








Hollywood via the Canal route 
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TRNDE-BANKERS 
FIGURE THIS DATE 


No Secret About Changes in 
the New Board’s Setup, 
but All Groups Agree to 
Discretion in Order Not 
to Mar Legal Progress 





CHANGES LATER 


——EE 


Final reorganization of Para- 
mount is now being looked for 
by June 15. Both Wall St. and 
the trade are confident about this. 
Feeling is optimistic also that 
the necessary number of assents 
by creditors and _ security hold- 
ers required before formal Court 
approval can be had of the com- 
pany’s reorganization plan, will 
be filed. The next hearing is to be 
held before Federal Judge A. C. 
Coxe on April 4, at 2:15 p.m. 

There is no secret about the fact 
that various of the reorganization 
groups are still discussing possible 
changes in the new board setup. 
But whatever closed door talk there 
may be had, it is certain that no 
changes will be effected in the new 
board until after the date of the 
next hearing. 

Any changes in the new board 
setup could affect the possible fu- 
ture administrative setup of the 
new Paramount company. 

To effect any board changes 
at the present time would cause 
a postponement in the Court’s ap- 
proval of the reorganization plan, 
as changes would disrupt the plan. 

However, it is felt that changes 
will be made later. That's due to 
the accounted reports that certain 
creditor claims have changed hands. 
How much difference in the general 
new setup this change of holdings 
may make is open as details are not 
forthcoming with any degree of ac- 
curacy. 

Also, there is opposition ex- 
pected to be voiced at the hear- 
ing on April 4 against the new 
board setup from just about every 


angle. Such objection is hardly 
limited to any single reorganization 
group. 

Every reorganization group is 


concerned about the board because 
the board will name the future ad- 
ministrative setup of the company. 
All groups want as much to say 
about this as possible. 





Metro’s ‘Ziegfeld’ Film’s 
Takeover Consummated 


Final details of the sale of ‘The 
Great Ziegfeld’ by Universal to 
Metro have been completed and ac- 
tual rehearsals start on the M-G 
lot this week. 

Rehearsals had been going ahead 
at Universal City until actual trans- 
fer had been made yesterday (Tues- 
day). 


. J 





Indies’ Govt. Squawk 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Around 200 affidavits charging 
anti-trust violations are to be for- 
warded to the Department of Jus- 
tice by local independent theatre 
owners in a move for relief from 
asserted distributor and major cir- 
cuit domination. 








PROFIT; SALE 
DENIAL 


Universal Pictures Company, 
Inc., and its subsidiaries report a 
net profit of $238,791 for the year 
ending Oct. 27, 1934, after provision 
for Federal income taxes, non-re- 
curring loss of $178,295, on. the 
settlement of notes receivable from 
a company now in receivership, and 
$10,000 set aside for estimated loss 
of funds in closed banks. 

The net loss for the 
fiscal year was $1,016,893. 

Universal has not been sold, Carl 
Laemmle, president, said in a state- 
ment issued yesterday (Tuesday). ‘If 
you can believe some of the trade 
papers and certain radio gossips, 
Universal has been sold out to 
everybody in the world except Huey 
Long, Father Coughlin and Gen. 
Hugh Johnson,’ said Carl Laemmle 
at University City. 

Year after year I have seen plain, 
manufactured lies published about 
Universal by totally irresponsible 
people who are a part of the maniac 
fringe of the motion picture busi- 
ness. They cook up mad dreams 
and print them as facts. 

‘If their lies could have wrecked 
Universal, this company would have 
been a battered hulk many years 
axo—for I cannot reall one single 


(Continued on page 62) 
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NEW FRISCO PIC 
PROD. OUTFIT 


Hollywood, March 12. 

San Francisco Studios has been 
incorporated to produce and market 
motion pictures, Capital is $500,000. 

Directors are all San Franciscans, 
including John Pettis, Kenneth 
Lovejoy, Walter Irving, A. J. Cloud, 
James Espey, William Hollingberry 
and Herman Gute. 








Cohen-DuPont Indie Film Prod. Deal 





Seen in Nei McCarthy's Trek East 


Dodging ‘British’ 

Gaumont-British has decided to 
change its name in America. Here- 
after it will be known over here as 
G-B Pictures. 

Idea is to do away with the 
‘British’ because of the film reaction 
on some exhibs. 


TAKIN’ CANDY FROM KIDS 


Detroit, March 12. 
Flint (Mich.) exhibitor, Martz of 
the State, gave away 2c. candy bars 
to kids on matinee days and the 
grievance board had to act on the 
matter brought by competitor 
3urgess of the Gem. 








| 





Cease and desist order tasued. 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Neil McCarthy, attorney for 
Emanuel Cohen, pulled out Sunday 
night (10) for New York to talk 
with DuPont officials on a propo- 
sition of financing pictures. Likely 
that this might have Cohen head a 
company for Pathe release when 
latter’s five-year agreement with 
RKO expires shortly. 

Quite possible that under this 
deal, if made, Mae West would be 
in his first picture, as Paramount | 


dea) allows her one outside flicker. | i 


McCarthy is also attorney for | 
Cecil B. DeMille and, should Cohen |} 
setup be to his liking, DeMille | 
might also join him when his cur- | 
rent Paramount contract 


expires, 


US $238,000 NET 


Industry Pioneers to Fete 
Universal on 20th Birthday 


+ aancicsieseiieibiniinieniats 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Universal studio, the oldest film 
workshop in the industry, will cele- 
brate the 20th anniversary of its 
opening next Saturday (16), with an 
impromptu show and talent family 
reunion in which 1,500 film notables 
of today and yesterday are expected 
to participate. . 

Carl Laemmle will be guest of 
honor, and Isadore Bernstein, first 
general manager, and Henry McRae, 
who directed the studio’s first pic- 
ture, are honorary chairmen. 

Among the 100 or more players, 
directors, writers and producers 
whose names have been on the U 
roster during the past two decades 
and who have been invited to at- 
tend the celebration are J. Warren 
Kerrigan, foremost star of the 
studio's early years; Irving Thal- 
berg, Harry Cohn, Florence Tur- 
ner, Lois Weber, Marie Walcamp, 
Jean Hersholt, Marian Nixon, Grace 


Cunard, Phillips Smalley, Francis 
Ford, Mary Fuller, William Des- 
mond, Robert Z. Leonard, Hal 


toach, Al Christie, Betty Compson, 
Priscilla Dean, Jack Holt, Esther 
Ralston, Barbara Kent, Hoot Gib- 
son, Lois Wilson, Ken Maynard, 
Mary Philbin, Norman Kerry, Josie 
Sedgwick and Ed Sedgwick, Regi- 
nald Denny, Carmel Myers, Mar- 
garita Fisher, Monroe Salsbury, Ed, 
J. Le Saint, Edwin August, Fritzl 
Brunette. 

Plans are being made to duplicate 
the grand ball which house- 
warmed the studio in 1915. 

Universal still claims the all 
time record for number of com- 
panies working on the lot simul- 
taneously—42. Studio to date has 
made 2,500 pictures, including 50 
serials and 200 cartoon comedies. 





Cal, Solons 
Soften Their 
High Tax Bill 


Sacramento, March 12. 
State legislature members in the 
Epic group have receded from their 
‘soak-the-rich’ attitude and are of- 
fering a compromise state income 
tax bill with a 15% top bracket in- 
stead of a 35% sock as originally 





planned. This is the point over 
which the film industry is con- 
cerned. 


Coalition has been reached for a 
downward revision of a bill previ- 
ously introduced by the Epic leader, 
Assemblyman Culbert L. Olson 
(Los Angeles), whereby the original 
tax measure is sliced in half. 

The proposal is now a 15% levy, 
based on a model law of the Na- 
tional Tax Association. State tax 
as now proposed would be 1% on 
the first $1,000 of net income, and 
ranging to 15% on annual incomes 
of $30,000 or higher. 

Epic leaders also propose to 
abandon support of the admissions 
tax feature of Gov. Frank Mer- 
riam’s program, and would also 
triple bank and corporation taxes 
in an effort to raise $33,000,000. 


HAROLD FRANKLIN BACK 
AS EXHIB IN SAN DIEGO 


San Diego, March 12. 
Harold B. Franklin is back in 
theatre operation, He's invested in 
the Orpheum operation here, 








launched some months ago by 
Harry H. Hartman, former district 
manager for Fox-West Coast dure 


Franklin regime as prest{e- 
dent of the circuit. 


ng the 


Hartman also operates the Rag 
mona, subsequent run here, with 
Mranklin understood also to be the 
financial mentor for that project. 

He og Come 
b akc 
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List Down with It, 


ome 4 


The stock market was still at- 
tempting to recover its balance yes- 
terday (Tuesday) after the beat- 
ing taken the previous day 4s a re- 
sult of the drastic slump in cotton 
prices. While stock prices tended 
to firm up at one time, they fell 
back to new lows at the finish. 


Volume rose to more than 1,000,000 
shares, 

Amusement issues also were sold 
on the decline, numerous low priced 
stocks dropping to new low levels 
for 1935. These included American 
Seat, Paramount certificates, Pathe 
A, Radio common, Radio Preferred 
B, Westinghouse common and War- 
ner Brothers common. Radio B fell 


1°54 points to 35%. Westinghouse 
preferred fought the trénd, soaring 
3 points to close at 97%. Eastman 
Kodak preferred hit a new 1935 


high at 152%, 

Heaviness of entire market bore 
down on the amusement list during 
the week ending Monday (11) and 
nuinerous stocks in the group fell 
to new lows for 1935. The Amuse- 
ment Group averages finished the 
week near the bottom at 25%, down 
1.59 points. The low point was 
Slightly above 245%. Earlier in the 
week, there was a show of strength 
with the result that the averages 
went up to 26%. 

Despite the weak showing of 
Amusements near the finish, the 
group as a whole gave ground stub- 
bornly. Even at its closing level, 
the Amusement Group averages 
were well above the lows of Febru- 
ary and the latter part of January. 
But the apparent wave of liqui- 
dation sent seven common stocks 
and three preferreds in the Amuse- 
ment list down to new lows for the 
year. Even in the face of this, one 
new 1935 high was hung up by an 
Amusement common issue and two 
by preferred stocks. Two picture 
company bonds sunk to fresh '35 low 
marks. 

The lows were made by Consoli- 
dated Film Industry common, at 5, 
off % on the week; Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer preferred, at 27, off ™ for 
the week; Paramount certificates, at 
27%, off % net; Pathe common, at 
50c., off 12%c.; Pathe preferred A, at 
1514, off 14%: Radio common, at 4%, 
off %; Radio preferred A, at 50%, 
off 154; RKO, at 1%, off a quarter; 
Warner common, at 2%, off a quar- 
ter; Warner preferred, at 16%, off 


(Continued on page 63) 


KEEP BUCK JONES ON 
HOP; READY NEXT OPUS 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Considering Buck Jones the best 
serial money maker it has ever had, 
Universal is preparing ‘The Roar- 
ing West’ as the next chapter 
vehicle for the western star, to be 
put into production as soon as he 
sompletes his next untitled feature 
under the current contract. Serial 
will probably be launched about 
April 15, with script being super- 
vised by Henry McRae and Ella 
O’Neill for fall release. 

Drafting of Louis Friedlander 
from the serial department to direct 
*The Raven,’ his first Universal fea- 
ture, leaves the pilot spot on ‘Roar- 
ing West’ open for new _ blood. 
Friedlander directed the previous 


up 1% points. 








Buck Jones cliffers, ‘Gordon of 
Ghost City,’ and ‘Red Riders’ and 
others. 





MacGowan Prod. Aide 
On Radio Harding Pic 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Kenneth MacGowen will act as 


Shaun -of Entire Market Bears Amus. 


but 1 New 35 High 





f 
> . 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales High. Low. Last.chge. 
1,200 Col, Pict... 41 40% 41 + % 
200 Con. Film, 5% *5% 5%— % 
20) Bast. K...119%%119 119 —1 
1,100 Fox A.... 9% 9% O9%-—% 
22,000 Gen. El... 22% 21% 21% — % 
7,600 Loew ..... 84% 33% 33% —1% 
19,100 Par. ctfs 3 25% 2% — % 
300 Pathe .... 13% 913 13 —1 
ot | ee 4% %4% 4% — %& 
1,300 RKO ..... 1% 1™ 1%+% 
Cee OF. Miascess 2% °2% M— % 
CURB 
See SOG. cases 18 14% 15 
BONDS 
21,000 Gen. Th... 7% 7 7 —¥% 
12,000 Loew .....104% 104% 104% — % 
25,000 P-F-L ctfs 73 724% 72%—% 
26,000 Par-Pub .. 74% 73% 73% -—1 
52,000 Do ctfs.. 74% 72% 72%-—-1% 
RGSS We Meececes 50% 50% 504% — & 
* New 1935 low. 











WB PREVIEWS OUT IN 
OPEN; ABANDON SNEAKS 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Warners is abandoning the sneak 
preview as not productive of the 
best results, so far as the studio is 
concerned, and will hereafter give 
first showing of its product openly 
to the press, as a matter of policy. 
Hitherto, Warner pictures gener- 
ally got two or three sheaks before 
press ogling. Very few actually ran 
this prelim gauntlet without trade 
paper reviewers beating the gun. 


Allied’s May 22-23 Conv. 
Will Oppose Film Code 


On the eve of termination of pres- 
ent code, which must be continued 
through a new Act of Congress ef- 
fective June 16, Allied States Asso- 
ciation goes into convention in At- 
lanta May 22-23 prepared to agitate 
against the Blue Eagle as it applies 
to the picture industry. 

Fighting the code from the start, 
Allied may refuse to pay code as- 
sessments beyond June 16 unless 
better independent representation 
is received. 














Minneapolis, March 12. 
Prominent independent exhibitors 
from all over the U. S. have ac- 
cepted an invitation from W. A. 
Steffes, president of Northwest Al- 
lied States, to attend a national 
symposium or open forum on the- 
atre owners’ problems here on April 
2-3. Those present will also be en- 
lightened regarding the methods 
used in some territories to eliminate 
percentage deals and obtain pic- 
tures on flat rentals and to buy se- 
lective contracts. It is promised 
that facts and figures will be laid 
on the table to absorb and digest. 

Steffes says he will present his 
resignation as president of North- 
west Allied beeause ill health for- 
bids continued service. Efforts will 
be made to combine the NAS with 


the recently organized opposition 
Independent. Theatre Association. 
J. B. Clinton, prexy of the latter 


group, will take an active part in 
the meeting. 

In connection with the exhibitors’ 
meeting, directors of National Al- 
lied States will hold a session, and 
President Sydney Samuelson and 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel, 
will be in attendance. 








associate producer on the next Ann 
Harding starrer at Radio. Picture 
is slated for production late in May 
after player finishes ‘Flame Within’ 
at Metro. 

Producer is currently on loan to 
Pioneer to handle production duties 
on the technicolor feature, ‘Becky 
Sharp.’ 





Setting ‘Musketeers’ 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Radio has signed Rowland V. Lee 
to direct the filmusical production 
of ‘The Three Musketeers.’ 

Director pulls out this week for 
vacation cruise to Honolulu, report- 
ing to Kadio in three weeks to start 
casting the musical. 





BRISSON’S PLAY YEN 
Hollywood, March 12. 
Carl Brisson is asking leave of 
Paramount to’ do a play in London. 


Reinhardt’s $1,000,000 
‘Dream’ Completed at WB 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Max Reinhardt brought in ‘Mid- 
summer Night’s Dream’ today 
(Tuesday) after 11 weeks and at a 
cost over $1,000,000. 

His next assignment awaits a 
conference with Jack L. Warner, 
just returned from New York. 

Plan is to readshow ‘Dream’ at $1 
and $1.50, using about 35 prints to 
cover the country. 





DIXIE LEE AT FOX 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Dixie Lee (Mrs. Bing Crosby) has 
been handed one of the femme leads 
in ‘Redheads on Parade,’ to be pro- 
duced by Jesse Lasky at Fox. 

She last appeared in Paramount’s 
‘Love in Bloom,’ and her original 
film contract was at Fox five or six 


‘OIL’ FOR COSMO 


‘Lamps of China’ Is Second Hearst 
Pic for WB 








Hollywood, March 12. 


Jack L. and Harry M. Warner 
have closed negotiations with Ed 
Hatrick, Cosmopolitan Pictures’ 
v.-p. for ‘Oil for the Lamps of 
China’ to go out as a Cosmopolitan 
picture, . 

Picture has 10 days to shoot and 
will be the second Cosmo since the 
Warner tieup. 


NUDIST FILM 
BRINGS VICE 
RAID IN N. 0. 


New Orleans, March 12. 

A police vice squad raided the 
Crescent theatre, arrested three men 
for violating the state act against 
immoral motion pictures, and con- 
fiscated the photoplay, ‘Children of 
the Sun,’ display posters and stills 
which were exhibited in the theatre 
lobby. Trio taken into custody were 
Leroy F. Andrews, who, police said, 
was the theatre manager; Samuel 
Cummings, New York city, said to 
be an advance agent for the films 
seized, and Bert Lewis, Newark, 
N. J., whose occupation was given 
as ‘a theatre manager.’ 

Lewis protested to Chief of Police 
Reyer that the film, a nudist picture 
supposedly made in France, was 
educational. Three performances 
had been completed when the cop- 
pers intervened. 

Eddie‘Chittenden, operator of the 
Crescent, brought suit in civil court 
immediately after the seizure of the 
film. In his legal objection, Chitten- 
den said ‘this unwarranted move 
has prevented many Orleanians and 
visito:s from seeing an educational 
and instructive exhibit.’ 

The suit was scheduled to be 
heard before Judge Nat W. Bond 
Friday (8), and a phenomenal in- 
crease in court attendance resulted 
in the hope that the jurist would 
give the production its first semi- 
public showing in his courtroom. 
All were disappointed, however, 
when the suit was continued for 
one week at the request of attorneys 
of the theatre. Counsel for the the- 
atre operator later said his client 
had reached an agreement with 
Chief Reyer not to show the picture 
at the Crescent. 

Chief Reyer believes that exposure 
is a good thing in films, but that 
there can be cases of ‘over-expos- 
ure,’ as in the case of ‘Children of 
the Sun.’ 

In his original advertisement of 
the film, Chittenden also listed a 
bevy of damsels whose attire was 
to be in keeping with the spirit of 
the film. It was this, it was said, 
that made the Chief look into the 
whole matter. 


N. Y. TOL. A. 


Jimmie Durante, 
Lou Clayton. 
Albert Deane. 

Nat N. Dorfman. 
Molly Lamont. 
Charles Buckley. 
Wm. Larrigan. 
Herb Rawlinson, 
Jock Lawrence. 
Eleanor Powell. 
Irving Reis. 
Phoebe Foster. 
Andrew Tomble. 
Nana Bryant. ‘ 
Donald MacDonald. 
Paul Guilfoyle, 
John C. Flinn, 

B. B. Kahane. 

J. R. McDonough 
Dave Chasen. 


L. A. TON. Y. 


George Batcheller, 
Galt Bell. 

Margo Grahame, 
Nathan Burkan. 
Hugh Herbert. 
Arthur Loew. 
Maury Cohen. 
Neil McCarthy. 
Roger Pryor, 




















years ago. 


Lillian Hellman. 
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Reception of Nelson Eddy in preview of ‘Naughty Marietta’ (M-G) 
has Radio kicking itself. Radio was the first studio contacted by Bddy 
when he came to the Coast. Studio execs turned him down in favor 
of Phil Harris, despite the fact that Eddy offered to do a picture for 
nothing and sign a contract to boot. 

Eddy has been under contract to Metro for two years, has appeared 
in two pictures but only getting his face on the screen for less thafi 
200 feet in that time. 

Eddy has left Hollywood on a concert tour of 22 key cities. Release 
of ‘Marietta’ will follow him in these, cities. Eddy was advised to line up 
with Metro by Lawrence Tibbett, who has guided him for years, as has 
L. B. Magee, who has been Eddy’s sponsor on the Metro lot. 





Publicity heads of the picture companies recently got together in 
New York to discuss the inside stuff Sid Skolsky continuously reveals 
in his Hollywood column. It reaches New York through the Daily News 
(tab). As a matter of fact, the film boys seem constantly grumbling 
at the News. If it’s not Skolsky, it’s the star rating system. 

In this case the majority were rabid over Skolsky tipping off process 
stuff, who double for the stars and when, how effects are achieved, etc. 
They were all for going to the News in.a body to squawk until one major 
company rep balked. His viewpoint was that the Skolsky revelations 
were okay and that he belfeved it good publicity. So unable to muster 
were okay and that he believed it good publicity. Unable to muster 





Coast studios estimate it will cost them more than $10,000 a week in 
added salaries for the concessions granted free lance actors through the 
new Academy contract, and also the concessions given certain labor 
classes in the recent revision of the studio basic agreement. 

Union men to get the additional pay are key men in the electrical, 
carpentering and prop classes, heretofore on a straight weekly wage 
basis but, now allowed time and a half for overtime above 60 hours a 
week. With two electrician key men, one boss standby carpenter and 
prop man on each unit of production, it is figured this extra overtime 
them all together the matter died there. 





Coast attorney representing Arthur Rosson, now working with Ben 
Hecht and Charles MacArthur in New York, is asking why his client's 
name was not bracketed with John Waters in the Academy award for 
the best assistant directing of the year on ‘Viva Villa.’ 

In the original nominations both were given credit for assisting, but 
when the final ballots were issued only the name of Waters appeared. 
Academy explanation is that Metro designated that official credit should 
go to Waters. Rosson, besides acting as co-assistant on the picture, 
directed considerable of the footage taken in Mexico for the picture. 





Attorneys and defendants in the St. Louis conspiracy case are await- 
ing word as to whether arraignment for purposes of pleading to indict- 
ments will be postponed beyond Friday (16). This is the date set for 
arraignment, with trial to follow later. Government hag not been asked 
to postpone the case, everyone involved being anxious to go forward 
with it, but declared likely that the Department of Justice itself, will 
order a postponement. 

Attorneys have been preparing the defense for weeks and are prepared 
to shove off for St. Louis today (Wednesday) or tomorrow at the katest. 





Gate crashers at the Monday night showings of new pictures at Metro’s 
Coast studios held especially for writers and execs on the lot, will have 
to find another way of looking at the new product. Other employees 
have graduaily increased attendance at the Monday night runoffs of two 
features, with the writers arriving only to find all seats taken. 

Blowoff came when the scribblers squawked and went on record that 
they would not attend further showings unless seats are provided, Re- 
sult was a system whereby all writers apply for admission tickets 
through the scenario department office. 





Richard F. Hoyt, who died at 46 last week, as v.p. of the Haystone 
Securities Corp. was well known in the film trade. As a banker he was 
among those financial mentors who have been considered sympathetie 
to the show business, films particularly. He was a close friend and finan- 
cial adviser of the Skouras Bros. and Sidney R. Kent. Before the creae 
tion of the Haystone Corp. Hoyt was a partner in Hayden, Stone, downe 
town bankers. He was also at one time an officer of the Madison Square 
Garden Corp. a director of Fox Film and the Skouras theatres. 





Promoter on the Coast, who lined up a group of youngsters for school 
scenes in a major picture, and then snatched all of the kids’ checks, exe 
cept 50c he gave them daily for four days’ work, was forced to cough up 
after investigation by the California labor commish. 

Hays’ office is now trying to find out whether there was any collusion 
between the chiseler and casting office aides. L. A. board of education 
also entered the picture through failure of promoter to get permits fo? 
the youngsters to work. . 





Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce officials, and other ‘civic leaders, 
appear concerned with the threat of film men to change their base. 
C. of C. recently conducted a secret survey to learn if such a move would 
be physically possible, without the loss of millions and a production set- 
back of six months or more. ; 

They discovered that it could be done. This data was kept under cover 
and emissaries were despatched to Sacramento to lobby against the pros 
posed deep tax bite into the picture business, 





Bank night in the Los Angeles territory still has its supporters, even 
among those exhibitors who have filed complaints against competitors 
with the grievance board over this matter. 

Holding that in many instances these nights are the best grossers of 
the week, and often represent the difference between profit and loss, 
many theatre men are ready to contribute financially to bank night 
cases now being considered for Federal court action. Stated on thé 
Coast, that bank night representatives may also dig into the bankroll. 





Independent Theatre Owners of Southern California now have their 
long sought representation on one of the Los Angeles code boards in the 
person of R. D. Whitson. Return to the ranks of ITO, from which he 
resigned last year, by Whitson, and his appointment to the L.A. grieve 
ance board to replace Ben N. Berinstein, transferred to the z-c board, 
brought about the representation that ITO has been battling over for 
months. 





The Fox Theatres-United Artists deal for the Fox Met chain control 
may come up before Federal Judge Mack in N. Y. some time next week, 
Saul Rogers may offer an alternative plan. 

The Fox Theatres’ plan encompasses a cash payment of around 200 
on the dollar to FM bondholders, it has been generally known, and @& 
new bond for 65c. 





Major studio engaged a New York newspaperman to go to the Coast 
to write a yarn around a secret service man. Reporter was given a two- 
picture deal with provision for a layoff between stories. , During the 
siesta period the writer went to another major to concoct a similar 
yarn for that organization. First company went on a peeve, but news~ 


(Continued on page 27) 
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MIDWEST’S REVIVAL VOGUE 





STALL MPTOA, 


ROSY POWWOW 
ON CODE 


The special MPTOA committee 
of five authorized by the recent 
MPTOA convention to go to bat 
with Divisional Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt on the picture code 
will not do so for a while yet. 
Rosenblatt has asked that the com- 
mittee wait until Congress has 
passed the new act which would 
prolong the NRA for another two 
years from this coming June. 

Meantime, it has been proposed 
that the provisions of the new act 
and the 17 new points of Donald R. 
Richberg be given study. One of 
these points provides for continu- 
ance of various codes as written for 
a reasonable period beyond June 16, 
when the new Act of Congress is 
scheduled to become effective, so 
that all existing codes could be 
changed to conform with new regu- 
lations. 

Ed Kuykendall, president of the 
MPTOA, has not as yet appointed 
the special exhibitors’ code com- 
mittee agreed upon in New Orleans. 
Morgan Walsh, of San Francisco, 
head of the Northern California Mo- 
tion Picture Theatres Owners, is 
temporary chairman, but probable 
that Kuykendall will be named 
permanent chairman and the com- 
mittee increased to six members. 


INTERSTATE’S TEST ON 
BANK NIGHTS IN TEXAS 


Dallas, March 12. 

The grievance board of the Film 
Code Authority here was served 
with an injunction order yesterday 
(Monday) arising out of a cease 
and desist order in the bank night 
case in which the Interstate Cir- 
cuit of Dallas protested the bank 
nights held by the Queen Amus. Co, 
of Fort Worth. Hearing on this 
order opens today in the district 
court at Fort Worth. 

The case involves bank nights 
held at all Fort Worth picture 
houses. The original complaint 
was filed under the code by Inter- 
state. The local board here ruled 
against the bank nights and the 
C. A. affirmed the board's decision. 

The injunction proceedings start- 
ed by Queen Amus, Co. is the first 
action since the ruling which or- 
dered the cessation of all bank 
nights in Fort Worth. 














Adelman Scores on 
Houston, Texas, Z-C 


I. B. Adelman, operator of the 
Delman theatre, a $100,000 house in 
Houston, Texas, was victorious in 
his case against Will Horwitz-Tex- 
as Theatres Co., Preston Amus. Co., 
Hoblitzelle-Horwitz Theatre Co. 
and Interstate Circuit, Inc., as a re- 
sult of the Film Code Authority rul- 
ing at its last session. The case 
came up to the C. A, in New York 
on appeal about 40 days ago. 

As a result of the authority's ac- 
tion, Adelman is given 75 days’ 
clearance on pictures where pre- 
viously pictures had been held back 
on the Delman theatre for as long 
as six months. Only reason given 
for such an extended clearance for 
Adelman was that his house was 
two miles from the central Houston 
theatrical district. The C. A. deci- 
sion is expected to go a long ways 
toward clearing up the clearance 
situation in this portion of Texas, 





Newark Anti-Fascists 
Irked by Il Duce Pic 


Newark, March 12. 

Anti-Fascists have threatened the 
Little and the proprietor, Sidney 
Franklin, for showing ‘Uomo di 
Corragio,’ Mussolini's picture. They 
have written vicious letters but so 
far nothing has happened. 

The film is dying in peace on Its 
second contracted week, 


Indies’ Squawk Vs. Mpls. 
Publix Z-C Protection 


Minneapolis, March 12. 
The recent zoning and clearance 
board decision eliminating the 
seven-day clearance preference en- 


joyed by the Publix St. Paul Up- 
town over the competing indie 
Grandview theatre apparently has 
precipitated a flood of complaints 
from other indies against protec- 
tion afforded Publix situations. 
Result is that zoning throughout 
the territory may be ripped wide 
open, 

Three indie exhibs in towns 
around Mankato, Minri., a Publix 
situation, filed complaints yesterday 
(Monday) with the zoning board, 
alleging unreasonable protection in 
favor of Publix. Another case, 
charging that zoning in the Duluth 
district discriminates in favor of 
Publix and against the indies also 
is pending. One other complaint 
involving Publix was settled amic- 
ably during the hearing. Several 
other exhibitors are known to be 
planning actions against the circuit. 

Publix has filed notice of appeal 
to the Code Authority in the Gan- 
strom case. 


BALTO NRA NIX 
ON PIC TIE-UPS 


Baltimore, March 12. 

Local headquarters of the NRA 
last week declared as a violation of 
the retail sales code all tie-ups be- 
tween theatres and newspapers in 
which a contest was fostered and 
the prizes offered winners were 
pieces of merchandise from depart- 
ment stores or like emporiums, if 
the stores received credit for the 
donations, 

Local exploiteers have long been 
accustomed to promoting such con- 
tests, and most of the large stores 
have been found willing to co-op to 
the extent of supplying the prizes as 
long as they were given mention for 
the gifts. 

A recent contest fostered by the 
New theatre, and the News-Post 
(Hearst) evoked remonstrance from 
a store when its chief rival gave 
dresses and coats to the winners, 
with resultant complaint to NRA 
and subsequent rigid ruling. 


MD. 10% TAX KILLED 
BUT NEW 1c IN OFFING 


Baltimore, March 12. 


A bill primed for the Maryland 
Legislature was killed last week in 
committee that, if passed, would 
have slapped a straight 10% tax on 
all amusement tickets in Maryland. 
No publicity leaked out beforehand, 
and half the exhibs around Balto 
have not as yet learned of now- 
chilled existence of the bill. 

However, the legislators are 
readying another bill which will en- 
tail a le tax on all admishes, re- 
gardless of amount. Up till today 
(Tuesday) the proposal had not been 
formally introduced in the House of 
Delegates, but probability favors its 
espousal. 

















Revamp on Grauman 





Los Angeles, March 12, 


Reorganization of Grauman’s 
Greater Hollywood Theatres under 
provisions of the bankruptcy act, 
without going defunct, has been per- 
mitted by Federal Judge Paul J. 
McCormick on petition of the chief 
stockholders. 

Revamp, unopposed, extends the 
maturing date of $300,000 outstand- 
ing first mortgage bonds on the $1,- 
000,000 capitalization of the Grau- 
man’s Chinese theatre, the chief 
asset. Bonds are held by trustees in 
bankruptcy for Fox-West Coast 
Theatres and by the Boulevard The- 





atre Co. 


(DIES, CIRCUITS 
RE-DATING CLICKS 


Arty and Past B. O. Out- 
standers Being Brought 
Back on Regular Schedule 





ONCE A MONTH 





Chicago, March 12. 

Formerly a rare occurrence in 
theatre policy the revival thing is 
becoming a set idea in both indie 
and circuit houses throughout the 
country, but especially in the mid- 
west where it is being built to its 
highest point as a house policy. 


In the past year, more than 25 
picture which were artistic or box- 
office clicks in the past five years 
have been brought back to the mid- 
west screens. Formerly an idea 
only for special arty sure-seaters 
the policy is now being adopted for 
special weeks and days by the run 
of houses outside of the loop spots. 


This revival stunt reached its 
most advanced point last week with 
the revival booking of the Colum- 
bia’s prize-winning, ‘It Happened 
One Night.’ Academy award win- 
ners have been played occasionally 
in the past but only in scattered in- 
stances. ‘One Night’ received more 
than 200 dates at the local Colum- 
bia exchange throughout the Chi- 
cago territory. Playing now through- 
out the nabe spots of the Bala- 
ban & Katz, Warners and indie 
circuits. The Chicago spread of 
revival bookings on this picture 
was repeated throughout the coun- 
try following the wide publicity 
the Academy award picture re- 
ceived, move being instigated by 
Columbia itself. 


Runner-up on revival trade cur- 
rently is ‘Cimarron’ which is going 
int6 some 100 spots in the Chicago 
territory and bolstering the box- 
office. 


Many theatres in the midwest have 
been changing policy to give the 
public a ‘revival’ week each year, 
the public voting for the picture they 
want to see. Some theatres are 
using the last day in each month for 
the revival picture. General pub- 
lic interest in these repeat programs 
is steadily growing, especially where 
the patrons themselves are given a 
legitimate chance to vote for the 
favorites, 


Pictures which have been getting 
the high amount of revival trade in 
the past few months are ‘Smiling 
Thru,’ ‘Cavalcade,’ ‘Flying Down to 
Rio,’ ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ ‘Back 
Street,’ ‘Love Me Tonight,’ ‘All 
Quiet on the Western’ Front,’ 
‘Whoopee,’ ‘Arrowsmith’ and ‘She 
Done Him Wrong.’ 


F-M Wants H’wood Stand 


Hollywood, March 12. 


Next step by Partmar (Fanchon 
& Marco) in Coast exhibition field 
is a contemplated invasion of 
Hollywood, with several of the 
larger boulevard houses being eyed 
for a possible tieup. 

Operation setup would be a con- 
tinued first run of pictures first 
shown at the F&M Paramount 
(downtown), similar to policy that 
prevailed with the Criterion for 
several months before house was re- 
turned to T. L. Talley. 











FLINN ON COAST AGAIN 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
John Flinn has arrived here to 
straighten out the L. A. zoning- 
clearance schedule. 





Storey Back at WB 
Hollywood, March 12. 
After resigning as head booker 
for Warners coast theatres, Jack 
Storey reconsidered and hag re- 
turned to the organization. 





He will assist E. Port Major. 











Fishy Competish. 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

Now it’s goldfish that are 
unfair theatre competition. 

Such a complaint was lodged 
with the local griefers against 
the Raymond, Pasadena, which 
has been donating $25 weekly 
to the patron guessing, or com- 
ing nearest to the number of 
fish in a bowl. 


Fed Court Ruling 
To Decide Fate of 
Coast Bank Nites 


Los Angeles, March 12. 


Whether the NRA, through the 
film code authority and local griev- 
ance boards, has the legal right to 
penalize exhibitors who operate 
bank night, and order distributors 
to suspend film service, is expected 
to be decided in U. S. District Court 
here tomorrow (Wednesday), when 
Judge Paul J. McCormick renders 
decision on the permanent injunc- 
tion applications of Feldstein & 
Dietrich, of Oxnard, and O. C. 
Lewis, of San Gabriel. 

Exhibitors were adjudged in vio- 
lation of the code of fair competi- 
tion by the grief board, following 
complaints filed by opposition ex- 
hibs. Local tribunal was sustained 
by the code authority and later by 
Administrator Sol A. Rosenblatt, 
with the issue then being carried 
into federal court. 

On the outcome of the hearings 
tomorrow is expected to hinge the 
fate of bank night in the southern 
California area. Many exhibs who 
have been stopped from using bank 
night through conviction by the 
local griefers, and the findings sus- 
tained by the C.A. are pinning their 
hopes on a verdict favorable to the 
plaintiffs, in which event the bar- 
riers will be down and bank night 
will be enabled to flourish wide open 
in the territory. 

Grief board will be represented by 
Clyde Thomas, assistant U. S. Dis- 
trict Attorney, with the plaintiffs 
lining up a battery of counsel, said 
to be prepared for a finish fight. 


MICH. EXHIBS WANT 
TO KNOW HOW COME? 


Detroit, March 12. 


With Los Angeles now operating 
on the new zoning plan, with similar 
features peculiar to the Detroit sit- 
uation, exhibitors are howling why 
the plan has not been put into 
vogue here. 

Exhibitors are dismayed by the 
unusual hold-up by the Code Au- 
thority of plan that would straight- 
en out many matters pertaining to 
run, prices, protection and clearance. 


U.S. Ok’s ’35 C. A. Budget 


Washington, March 12. 

Film code authority budget for 
1935 and revised statement of 1934 
expenditures, together with assess- 
ment plan, finally received govern- 
mental okay last week after delay 
of more than two months. 
NRA front office put John Han- 
cock on the necessary documents 
Friday (8), permitting codists to 
send out belated bills for producer- 





























half of the current year. 


(Future of Film Code Depends on 
The Current Tug-of-War Between 
Congress and White House on NRA 


a a 


Washington, March 12. 

Fate of the National Recovery 
Administration hangs in the balance, 
with a tug of war between Congress 
and President Roosevelt rapidly 
gaining in ferocity, and the outcome 
still highly problematical as well as 
a long way off. 

White House drive for two-year 
extension of the present Recovery 
act, with only minor modifications, 
and the threatened Senate probe 
into operations of the Blue Eagle 
establishment during the past 22 
months, opened simultaneously last 
Thursday (7) amid demands for im- 
mediate abolition of the temporary 
code administrative agency, renewal 
of anti-trust laws, abandonment of 
numerous unenforceable codes, bet- 
ter breaks for labor, and assorted 
other changes in policies and meth- 
ods of operation. 

Future of the film code was a 
matter of speculation, with sugges- 
tions that exhibitor portions may go 
out the window. Airing of charges 
against both the pact and its au- 
thor-supervisor, Divisional Admin- 
istrator Sol A. Rosenblatt, expected 
this week. 

The whole NRA was suffering 
from a bad case of jitters, while in- 
dustry generally was marking time 
to see what Congress finally does. 
Any important administrative action 
on amusement pacts probably will 
be held up until current uncertain- 
ty is over and some reliable signs 
from the Capitol set the machinery 
in motion again. 

Rosy Sticking Close By 

Prepared for possible summonses 
to defend the film pact, Rosenblatt 
and his chief lieutenants stuck close 
to their desks last week and fol- 
lowed the slowly-unwinding probe 
with deep interest. All other major 
NRA moguls were equally appre- 
hensive, while bosses of the Recov- 
ery outfit trooped to the Senate 
Finance Committee room to back- 
stop Donald R. Richberg, head man 
of the Recovery drive, in defending 
the law and the administration. 

Sharp demands for fold-up of the 
NRA were voiced by Senate pro- 
gressive bloc which has been at odds 
with the Blue Eagle almost from 
the very beginning, but the weight 
of the White House was thrown 
against this movement. Senator 
Nye of North Dakota, leading film 
pact foe, announced he intends to 
ask Congress to turn code adminis- 
tration work over to the Federal 
Trade Commission and wash up the 
temporary organization, but Admin- 
istration chiefs were parrying this 
step with an alternative proposal 
that the job go to the Commerce 
Department if the present machin- 
ery is to be junked. 

Possible scrapping of the exhib- 
itor code was seen as a consequence 
of Richberg’s recommendation that 
the new law be restricted to trades 
and industries engaged directly in 
or seriously affecting interstute 
commerce. In view of the position 
of Allied and other exhib groups, 
which contended that theatre opera- 
tion is not a part of any interstate 
business, such a move undoubtedly 
would give rise to demands from 
disgruntled factions in the industry 
for curbing the film pact to apply 
only to producers and distributors. 

Another significant change which 
may bring serious consequences to 
the film industry was Richbers’s 
proposal that the new law, in 
specifying the right of the Presie 
dent to make arbitrary modificae 
tions or impose special conditions 
when approving codes, contain a 
guarantee that no sponsor shall 
be compelled to submit to altera- 
tions which are unacceptable. Any 
clause of this nature undoubtedly 
would open the path for withdrawal 
of consents by dissatisfied inde- 
pendent exhibitors, 

Proposed New Law 


A third Administration proposal 





distributor 1934 take, as well as| of importance to the film field was 
notices of assessment for the wii namin? rg 


‘gs recommendation that the 
(Cc ontinued on page 59) 
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Little Colonel’ $34,000, Chicago: 
‘Ruggles’ Strong in Holdover 





Chicago, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Chicago) 

Chicago, Palace and Roosevelt 
theatre, the leading grosses of the 
previous week continue in just that 
order of gross importance this 
week. All three houses are up in 
the bucks, the latter two with hold- 
overs and the first house with the 
1ew Shirley Temple pic, ‘Little 
Colonel. 

Mobs of kids in for the week-end 
are holding down the possible gross 
take on this flicker but the come- 
back on evening trade still good 
enough to send the money mark far! 
over the profit side. 

Evening business is the answer to 
the continued socko pace of ‘Rug- 
gles of Red Gap’ at the Roosevelt. 
Getting little matinee matron play 
but the nights are filled with music. 
Touched off a wow $18,000 on the 





initial week and will go three and | 
maybe four sessions at the current 
gallop. 

Excellent tie-ups on Shirley Tem- 
ple, especially full-page layouts by 
the Davis department store, are 
money stimulants for the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55)— 
‘Society Doctor’ (MG). Another 
box-office weakly. House does 
pretty well on the week-ends but 
slumps off on product flabbiness 
during the rest of the week. Hardly 
better than meagre $3,000 currently. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 
— ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) and stage 
show. Class of the loop on business 
and it’s all the screen which is get- 
ting a boost also from the second 
issue of ‘March of Time.’ Rushes 
into the pleasant and hearty profits 
at $34,000. Kids on the week-ends 
crowded out the adult coin. Last 
week ‘Rumba’ (Par) and Jack Ben- 
ny on stage big $40,100. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-50)— 
‘Right to Live’ (WB). Getting fair 
play and may do oke $3,000. Last 
week ‘After Office Hours’ (MG) on 
holdover week in loop, good enough 
$3,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—‘Under Pressure’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Have grouped acts together under 
production tag of ‘Rumbaland Re- 
vels’ and seems to be helping. Also 


picture with McLaglen-Lowe is 
meat for this audience. Lifts the 
take nicely currently to nifty 


$19,000, excellent profit for a small- 
expense show. Last week ‘Border- 
town’ (WB) didn’t stand up against 
big competition and house slumped 
to woeful $14,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Gigolette’ (Radio) and second week 
of ‘Hello Paris’ unit. French Casino 
show still packing them in and will 
hold the gross figure up to power- 
ful $26,000 currently. Last week the 
same unit with ‘Murder on Honey- 
moon’ (Radio) scored a mammoth 
$30,200. Unit will stay a third week. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35- 
65)—‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par) 
(2nd week). <A box-office winner, 
especially with the smarter evening 
mob. Based on a solid night busi- 
ness foundation the picture will 
stick three weeks without trouble. 





Currently holds to splendid $15,000. 

Last week melodious $18,400. 
State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 

35)—‘Best Man Wins’ (Col) and 


vaude. Around $11,000 currently. 
Last week ‘Silver Streak’ (Radio) 
got $12,100. 


United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55-65) — ‘David Copperfield’ 
(MG). Goes out tomorrow (13) 
after almost four weeks. For final 
week is still a winner at $10,000. 
Last week $11,700, big. ‘Scarlet 
Pimpernel’ (UA) opens Wednesday. 





| 
| 


} 
fair 


and ‘Winning Ticket’ (MG) 
$7,000. 
Princess (CT) (2200; 50)—'Clive 


of India’ (UA) and ‘Carnival’ (Col) 
(2nd week). Topped the town last 
week at $14,000 and should gross 
about $10,000 currently. 

Imperial (France-Film) 
40)—‘Under Pressure’ (lox). Good 
average pic and fair gross at $2,- 
500. Last week ‘Du Barry’ (WB) 
nice at $2,800. 

Cinema de Paris 
(600; 50) — ‘L’Aventurier’ 
week). Should gross $2,000, 
good $2,500 last week. 


(1,600; 


(France-Film) 
(2nd 
after 


‘Ruggles’ 96, Whole 
Town’ Big $10,000, 
Roberta’ OK in K.C. 


Kansas City, March 12. 

(Best Exploitation: Newman) 
‘Roberta’ which distanced all 
others last week has been held over 
at the Mainstreet and may stick a 
third stanza, 

At the Newman, ‘Ruggles of Red 
Gap,’ which was switched in three 
days in advance is also held over 
and will make it a 10 or 11 days 
stay, as the customers are com- 
mencing to find out that it is good 
entertainment and business is build- 
ing nicely. As the papers review 
pictures on Sunday ‘Ruggles’ had 
been running for five days before 
the reviews (and they were good 
ones) broke. 

At Loew's Midland ,‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ and ‘March of Time’ got away 
to only a fair start in spite of the 
heavy billing given both features; 
24-sheet stands and extra news- 
paper space being used for both. A 
big jewelry store also broke a large 
newspaper display with ‘March of 
Time’ used as a catch line and 
credit given the picture and the 
Midland. 

The Tower has 
Talking’ and departed from its 
regular advertising to send the 
house orchestra up in a TWA plane 
and broadcast a program through a 
hook-up with KMBC, Reports from 
the residential district were that 
listeners could see the plane over- 
head and hear the program from 
their radios. Picture opened 
heavily Saturday. 

At the Uptown 
opened Saturday afternoon to one 
of the largest crowds ever in the 
house. The kids and their mothers 
were so numerous that the police 
were called to handle them. 

The management really went to 
town in publicity for ‘Ruggles.’ In 
addition to the regular newspaper 
space much additional was used. 
The Star gave an eight-column lay- 
out across top of Sunday amuse- 
ment page; 24- sheets, some illumi- 
nated, were used; costumes of 
Charlie Ruggles and Mary Boland 
were displayed in a prominent Main 
street window; two radio stations 
plugged the show; thousands of 
paper napkins carrying the adver- 
tisement of the picture were used 
in prominent cafes and hotels as 
were special announcements on 
restaurant menus; banners were 
carried on a number of huge de- 
livery trucks; special window tie- 
ups, and special showing of one- 
reel comedy together with trailer of 
‘Ruggles’ before the regular meet- 
ings of the Advertising club, the 
Lions and the Chamber of Com- 
merce. These are only some of the 


‘Whole Town’s 


‘Little Colonel’ 





‘DAVID’ ‘CLIVE’ REPEATS 
LEAD MONTREAL B.0.S 


Montreal, March 12. 

‘Roberta’ QCegit) here for three 
nites and a mat end of week at His 

Majesty’s looks like doing very well 
but not killing biz off in the pic 
houses. 

Capitol repeats ‘David Copper- 
field,’ which played to full houses 
all last week for a smashing $13,500 
and should take a further good 
$9,900 currently. Princess holds 
over ‘Clive of India,’ which topped 
the town last week and should gross 
another $10,000 this week, very good. 

Loew’s with new pix, ‘Gilded 
Lily’ and ‘Silver Streak,’ may gross 
better this week with repeats else- 
where, at $9,000. Nabes have been 
holding up fairly well for first week 
of Lent and may continue. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; $1- 
$2.50)—‘Roberta’ (legit), Thursday- 
Saturday. Should gross $12,000, 
judging by advance sales. Last 
week ‘Ziegfeld Follies’, musical, 
$20,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘David 
Copperfield’ (MG) (2nd week). Very 
good: $9,000 after smashing $13,500 
last week. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 50)—‘Gilded 
Lily’ (Par) and ‘Silver Streak’ (Ra- 
dio). Looks like a nice $9,000 gross. 


things done for the picture. 

| Estimates for This Week 

| Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 15-25- 
| 40)—‘Roberta’ (Radio) (2d week). 
Picture has hit the popular fancy 
for entertainment and is continuing 
strong. Looks good for $9,000 after 
a swell $17,000, the first seven days. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 15-25-40) 
—'Folies Bergere’ (UA) and ‘March 
of Time.’ Disappointing pace and 
has not gathered much headway. 
Unaccountable in face of heavy 
newspaper and billboard publicity. 
Seems headed for about $9,000, not 
so good, Last week ‘Vanessa’ (MG) 
slipped badly after the first three 
days and finished with $7,200, low. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Ruggles’ (Par). Opened cold the 
5th, replacing the skidding ‘Kings 
Horses’ (Par) and didn’t get started 
for a couple of days, but wound up 
the seven days with a burst of 
strength for $9,000, good, and is 
expected to get another $4,000 the 
next four days. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200: 25)— 
‘Whole Town's Talking’ (Col) and 
stage show. Flying start augurs 
$10,000, big. Last week ‘Secret 
Bride’ (WB) and _ stage show, 
$7,000, good. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 
‘Little Colonel’ (Fox). Opened Sat- 
urday to more customers than 
could be accommodated and held 
strong over Sunday. Looks like a 
good $6,000 or $7,000, with the pic- 
ture to be held over. Last week 





Ist Runs on Broadway 
(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 15. 


Astor—‘High School 
(Majestic). 

Capitol—‘After Office Hours’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 

Mayfair — ‘Times 
Lady’ (MG). 

Music Hall—Roberta’ 
dio) (2d wk). 

Paramount—‘Ruggles of Red 
Gap’ (Par) (24 wk). 

Rivoli — ‘Wedding 
(UA). 

Roxy—'‘Let’s Live 
(Col). 

Strand—‘Gold 
1935’ (WB) (14). 

Week of March 22 

Capitol—‘Naughty Marietta’ 
(MG). 

Music Hall—‘Little Colonel’ 
(Fox) (21). 

Paramount—‘Private Worlds’ 
(Par). 

Rivoli — ‘Wedding 
(UA) (24 wk). 

Roxy—The Woman in Red’ 
(WB). 

Strand—‘Gold Diggers 
1935’ (WB) (24 wk). 
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‘One More Spring’ (Fox), $3,500, | 





Last week ‘Night is Young’ (MG) 


fair. 


WHOLE TOWN'S 
DENVER’S BEST 


Denver, March 12. 


(Best Exploitation: Denham) 

Paramount and Denham put on 
big campaigns with nothing out- 
standing. ‘Pimpernel’ maintained 
above average second week. Para- 
mount above average on its first 
week of boosted prices. Tabor has 
been made a first run for a week 
and doing nice business with its 
usual stage show. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA). (2d 
week). Nice on the holdover at 
$3,000. Last week ‘Pimpernel’ (UA), 
did $6,000. Had the ropes up a 
number of evenings and crowds 
were steady and strong the pans es 
title 





the time. Explanation of 
planted in dailies and over radio 


two weeks in advance took away 
aversion to ‘scarlet’ in title and 
was big aid in selling film. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Rumba’ (Par). So-so, $3,000. 
Last week ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ 
(Par) (2d week), did better than 
average and finished with $5,000. 
Holdouts Saturday and Sunday. 
Mammoth exploitation by Manager 
Cockrill kept the crowds coming 
for the two weeks. $9,000 the first 
week. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Folies Bergere’ (UA), okay for 
$6,000. Last week ‘Sweet Music’ 
(WB), did better than average, 
with $6,500 in the till at the end of 
week. 


Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-50)—Night Life of the Gods’ 


(U). Final week under the Huff- 
man banner. Closes week and 
opens under RKO. Mild pace, only 
$4,000. Last week ‘Carnival’ (Col), 
let the house down with $4,500. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘Whole Town’s' Talking’ 
(Col). First week under price 
boost from 25-40. Takes place of 
Orpheum in Huffman setup, while 
Paramount spot will be taken by 
Broadway, just reopened. Strong 
goin’ at $5,000. Last week ‘Society 
Doctor’ (MG), following 3 days 
former week, and ‘I’ve Been Around’ 
(U), and ‘Notorious Gentleman’ 
(U), double bill, split, only $1,500, 
below average. 

Tabor (Huffman) (2,000; 20-25)— 
‘Best Man Wins’ (Col) and stage 
show. Nice business, $3,500. Usual- 
ly a second run, used for first runs 
only when Huffman wants to get 
rid of a film not strong enough for 
a deluxer. Only house above lic 
that uses a stage show regularly. 


B’HAM IS FROM DIXIE 


Ga-Ga—'Imitation of 
Alone Fair at $3,500 








Biz Life’ 





3irmingham, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Empire) 

What the town needs this week 
is Huey Long standing cutside the 
big houses as a barker. Business 
isn’t what it should be by a long 
shot and the best will be ‘Imitation 
of Life’ at Ritz; not in dollars, but 
better than other houses in propor- 
tion. 

Apparently unwilling to spend a 
lot of coin on advertising the week's 
menu, there’s little to be said about 
exploitation. Increased newspaper 
space was about all it amounted to 
at the Empire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alabama (Wilby) (2,800; 35-40) 
—‘After Office Hours’ (MG). Weak 
at $6,000. Last week ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par) $7,500, o.k. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)—Im- 





‘Roberta’ Strongest in Philly, 206: * 


‘Ruggles’ Big 106, Both 


H.0.’s Okay 





itation of Life’ (U). Opening week 
but almost certain to climb and get 
$3,500, moderately good. Last week 
‘One More Spring’ (Fox) $3,300. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘Iron 
Duke’ (GB) good $2,600. Last week 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB) not much, 
$2,000. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—Bor- 
dertown’ (WB). So-so at $1,900. 
Last week ‘Charlie Chan Paris’ 
(Fox) and ‘Don Juan’ (UA) on 
split, $1,500, light indeed. 

Pantages (Wilby) (1,850; 30-35)— 
‘Secret of Chateau’ (U) and vaude. 
Still weaker; house is slipping, 
$2,000. Last week ‘Father Brown, 
Detective’ (Par) and vaudeville, 
$2,200. 


Cameras, Mike in Lobby 
As Tacoma ‘Society’ Open 
‘Sequoia’ in Elegance 





Tacoma, March 12, 
(Best Exploitation: Roxy) 

Hollywood opening whoopla ex- 
cited the natives of this, the lumber 
capital of the world when ‘Sequoia’ 
galloped into the Jensen-vonHer- 
berg Roxy. This pix recently world- 
premiered at Seattle’s Fifth Avenue 
(Evergreen) and the big campaign 
in the nabor-town helps the op- 
posish house here. 

Roxy exploitation used elaborate 
lobby and theatre display, new 
front being built in, with bark ex- 
tensively used; ticket office was 
hewn out of a big tree; two wild 
cougars in from the hills where they 
were trapped and a tiny deer from 
local park were in the lobby amidst 
the woodland scene. Premiere in- 
cluded mike in lobby with KOMO 
outlet and society present. Town's 
morning rag day after opening ran 
full page of pictures of society folk 
shot at the lobby previous night. 
Engraving for the cuts taxed local 
staffs and some were rushed to and 
from Seattle to make the deadline. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 25- 
35)—‘Iron Duke’ (GB). May cop 
$2,600, which is fair. Last week 
‘Sweet Music’ (WB) $2,800, not bad. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 15- 
25-35)—‘Rumba’ (Par) and vaude, 
split with ‘Home on the Range’ 
(Par) and ‘A Notorious Gentleman’ 
(U) dual. Looks like $3,500, aver- 
agely good. Last week ‘Murder on 
a Honeymoon’ (Radio) and vaude, 
3 days, $2,100, good; ‘Grand Old 
Girl’ (Radio) and ‘Right from the 
Heart’ (MG) dual, 4 days, $1,600; 
total week $3,600; good. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)—Se- 
quoia’ (MG). With grand campaign, 
radio, papers and lavish, live theatre 
front done over, en route to lavish 
$6,000. Last week ‘Diary of a Bach-~ 
elor Girl’ (MG) split with ‘Band 
Plays On’ (MG), $3,200, good. 


‘RUGGLES’ $15,000, 
BUFFALO CONTENT 


Buffalo, March 12, 
(Best Exploitation: Buffalo) 

Grosses at all downtown houses 
currently appear to have moved up 
into higher brackets. There is a 
noticeable increase in attendance 
all around this week with substan- 
tial takings in evidence in all quar- 
ters. 

Last week was up and down, the 
Buffalo sliding somewhat and the 
Lafayette and Lakes showing good 
gains. 

Only exploitation all week was 
the Buffalo running a_ ballyhoo 
horse and wagon up and down the 
main stem for ‘Ruggles’. For Buf- 
falo this is a daring piece of ex- 
ploitation. Aside from this the 
chief noticeable development is the 
amount of display space taken in 
the local dailies for current and 
coming attractions. 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par) and 
stage show. Opened neatly and con- 
tinuance of good takings over the 
week-end ought to send gross well 
over $15,000. Last week ‘Living On 
Velvet’ (WB) and ‘Anatol’s Affairs’. 
Dropped away somewhat to a sub- 
normal $13,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—Fol- 
ies Bergere’ (UA). Plenty of space 
being given this one and early busi- 
ness indicates good figure of over 
$7,500. Last week ‘Woman in Red’ 
(WB) and ‘Maybe It’s Love’ (WB), 
house was back in the double fea- 
ture column with business slightly 
over anticipations at $6,700. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—'‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) and ‘March 
of Time’. Doing fine at the barrier 
and over the first lap of the week- 
end. Strong show may get $8,500. 
Last week ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) 
held to even levels for a satisfac- 
tory $7,900. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)—‘Da- 
vid Copperfield’ (MG). Return of 
this feature at popular prices draw- 





—_————-—— 


Philadelphia, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Earle) 

From all appearances ‘Roberta’ at 
the Boyd will come off with most 
of the week’s honors for business. 
Pace is equal to ‘Copperfield’ at 
the same house, but new musical is 
not expected to equal the three 
weeks’ record of the Dickens yarn. 
However, it ought to hit $20,000 on 
its first week and get a holdover, 
and that’s a long way above the 
Boyd average. 

Two holdovers will come in for 
next attention. ‘Little Colonel’ is 
doing the almost unprecedented by 
being held a third week at the Fox. 
New stage bill is being offered and 
second ‘March of Time’ is a spe- 
cial feature. That, in itself, will help 
trade hold to a high level. 

Friday’s biz was a little disap- 
pointing with weather breaks all 
against it, but Saturday's attend-. 
ance was as good as anything. 

Other holdover is ‘Folies Bergere,’ 
which should get around $9,000 in 
its second week at the Aldine. Third 
week possible, but not set. 

‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ got rave no- 
tices at its Stanley opening, but 
word-of-mouth will have to work 
quickly to give it more than aver- 
age trade. No holdover is contem- 
plated now, and gross will probably 
fall between $10,000 and $11,000. 
House that gets the second run of 
this one will probably clean on 
strength of critical raves. 

Earle is figured for. slightly more 
than an average week on the 
strength of the extensive ballyhvo 
and exploitation campaign employed 
for stage feature—‘Vitaphone Girls.’ 
Film, ‘Night Life of the Gods,’ is 
negligible in draw. 

Last week's biz was definitely 
under average with only ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ as a standout. Chevalier film 
at the Aldine hooked $13,500, weath- 
er breaks keeping it from the 
hoped-for $14,000 mark. ‘Whole 
Town's Talking’ ‘was also a little un- 
der expectations, getting $12,000 in- 
stead of $13,000 at the Stanley. 
‘Vanessa’ Wag a flop as figured, fail- 
ing to quite hit the $8,000 mark. 

Best exploitation figured this 
week is that of Art Cohen, at the 
Earle, which goes in strong for this 
sort of thing. Campaign was cen- 
tered on Vitaphone Girls, his stage 
feature. Fashion show tie-up, with 
downtown store, several radio 
hook-ups and lobby display among 
features. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 35-40-55)—‘Folies 
Bergere’ (UA) (2d week). Should 
get $9,000 in second week if weather 
holds good. Third week likely. 
Last week $13,500, fine. 

Arcadia (600; 25-35-40)—‘Rumba’ 
(Par). Ordinary $2,100 seen. Last 
week ‘Wings in the Dark’ (Par) 
fair $2,300. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-40-55)—‘Roberta’ 
(Radio). Very big start, hearty 
$20,000 seen and maybe three 
weeks’ stay. Last week ‘Vanessa’ 
(MG) dismal biz, just under $8,000. 

Earle (2,000; 25-35-40)—Night 
Life of the Gods’ (U) and vaude. 
Vitaphone Girls stage feature and 
getting plenty exploitation; $14,500 
or a little better indicated. Last 
week ‘Best Man Wins’ (Col) and 
vaude, disappointed by about two 
grand, $14,200. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—‘Littile 
Colonel’ (Fox) and stage show (3d 
week). Still strong: ‘March of 
Time’ helping. Between $18,000 and 
$19,000 promised. Last week gave 
it a hot $21,500. 

Kariton (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Shadow of Doubt’ (MG). N. s. ze. 
lucky to get $2,300. Last week 
‘Good Fairy’ (U), second run, okay 
$3,100. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘After 
Office Hours’ (MG). Second run, 
should get neat $4,500. Last week 


‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ (WB) 
$3,200. 

Stanley (3,700; 85-40-55)—‘Rug- 
gles of Red Gap’ (Par). Rave 


notices and fine word-of-mouth but 
biz at start was sluggish. Won't 
hold from present plans, $10,000 or 
$11,000 seen. Last week ‘Whole 
Town's Talking’ (Col) $12,000, good 
but a little less than hoped. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—“‘All the 
King’s Horses’ (Par). Nothing 
much here, lucky to get over $5,000. 
Last week ‘Edwin Drood’ (U) hit 
$5,600, a little above house average 
these days. 





ing good business. Probably put in 
as against U’s ‘Drood’ at the oppo- 
sition Lafayette. Looks Hke over 
$6,500. Last week ‘Murder in Clouds’ 
(WB) and ‘Lottery Lover’ (Fox), 
regular double feature program 
with business holding up for fair 
$5,900. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25)—‘Ed- 
win Drood’ (U) and ‘Transient 
Lady’ (U). Moving along in nice 
style and is figuring for a good 
$7,500. Last week ‘Iron Duke’ (GB) 
and ‘Fugitive Lady’ (U) developed 
good business with Arliss first run 
in double feature program looking 





like ready money to the fans. Gor 
a fine $8,500. 
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RKO's $17,000 Pace on ‘Roberta 
~ Only Silver Lining in L. A.; Par 


Off at 15G; ‘Bieg’ Poor at $9,000 





Los Angeles, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: RKO, H’wood) 

Business, probably because of 
Lent, is turning up spotty this week, 
with the RKO Hillstreet and War- 
ners Hollywood the only two de- 
luxers which can really do some 
crowing. Paramount, which has 
held top spot in grosses for weeks, 
drops to a bad third on the current 
stanza with ‘All the King’s Horses’ 
and stage show pulling in customers 
only to the tune of below $15,000, 
whereas last week it piled up a 
gross of $19,500. 

Hillstreet, with ‘Roberta,’ is sail- 
ing along at a $17,000 pace, corking 
for the house, with WB Hollywood, 
playing the pie day-and-date, grab- 
bing around $15,500, also something 
to think about. 

‘Sequoia,’ at the Four Star on 
Wilshire, continues to hold its draw, 
with at least a $4,500 week in pros- 
pect. Standees continue to give this 
pic and house an amazing break, 
with last week hitting a nice $5,800 
on eight days. 

Loew's State and the Chinese 
with ‘Bachelor Girl’ are doing a 
fadeout. Possibility of the film be- 
ing pulled before the week's out. 
State can’t see over $9,000 and the 
Chinese $7,000, both nothing to crow 
about. 

United Artists won't top $2,000, 
although there isn’t the stage show 
nut at this house this week. Likely, 
too, that house will be shuttered. 

WB's Downtown Is hitting a faster 
clip than last week, and will show 
around $5,600, as against $5,000 last 
week. 

Highlight in exploitation was at 
the Hillstreet, which opened Friday 
at 7 am. and repeated on Satur- 
day, playing through the night. This 
was in addition to 21 other stunts 
pulled by the management, with WB 
Hollywood cashing in, as the adver- 
tising is written for the two-way 
break. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
65)—‘Bachelor Girl’ (MG). Very 
disappointing with likelihood that 
gross won't hit over the $7,000 mark 
if the pic lasts through the stanza. 
Unless there is a last minute spurt 
pic will be pulled a day early. Last 
week with ‘One More Spring’ (Fox) 


only $6,000 passed through the 
wicket, which is nothing to boast 
about. 

Criterion (Partmar) (1,600; 30- 


40-55)—‘Rumba’ (Par). Following 
on the heels of the Paramount ex- 
ploitation of this pic it looks like 
a $1,900 week, which is slightly top- 
ped over last week. With ‘Whole 
Town's Talking’ (Col) this house 
managed to drag in $1,800, neither 
good nor bad, 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30-40) 
—‘Patient Slept’ (WB) and ‘Captain 
Hurricane’ (Radio), split. Better 
weekend than the last stanza will 
give this house around $5,500, de- 
spite the fact that the bill has little 
strength. ‘Red Hot Tires’ (WB) 
and ‘Murder on Honeymoon’ (Ra- 
dio) managed to take in only $5,000 
ast week. 

Filmarte (Riesenfeld) (900; 40-50) 
— ‘Unfinished Symphony’ (GB) (3rd 
week). Nothing seems to happen 
to deviate this house gross from 


around the $2,000 mark, Second 
stanza did ditto. Stays a fourth 
stanza. House has an individual 


clientele which makes each picture 
playing there good for an _ indef 
Tun. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-55)— 
‘Sequoia’ (MG) (2d week). Hitting 
$5,800 on eight days, picture is go- 
ing along at a $4,500 pace at the 
present time. Almost every day 
since this film opened there has 
been a standee attendance, which 
is unusual for this house, 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 
§5-65)—‘Roberta’ (Radio). House 
will see its best gross in many 
moons with $15,500 expected. 
Figure is a bright outlook for this 
boulevard house. Last week ‘Liv- 
ing on Velvet’ (WB) came under 
the wire with a $7,000 take, which 
isn't too good. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Transient Lady’ (U) and ‘Nut Farm’ 
(Mono), split. Returning to a 
double bill this week Pan is drop- 
ping under last week’s take, with 
not over $3,500 in sight. With 
‘Night Life of the Gods’ (U) last 
week the house managed to garner 
$5,000, no bad showing. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘King's Horses’ (Par) and 
stage show. Surprise here is the 
brodie which this house is taking 
this week, with not over $15,000 pos- 
sible on the stanza. This compares 
with $19,000 last week on ‘Rumba’ 
(Par) although no special exploita- 
tion was used on the engagement. 

RKO (Hillstreet) (2,950; 25-35-55- 
65)—‘Roberta’ (Radio). Two 7 
am. openings and a preview will 
give this house a high $17,000 for 
the first week of ‘Roberta.’ At pres- 
ent pace pic will be held over, both 
1ere and in Hollywood, It’s been 
time since this house ogled 


25-35- 


& lone 


such figures. Last week with “Liv- 
ing on Velvet’ (WB) it was a poor 
showing with only a $6,000 take. 


State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 20-40- 
55)—Bachelor Girl’ (MG). Start- 
ing badly, this picture may be 


pulled a day early. At the present 
rate the gross won't top the $9,000 
mark. Lent is blamed for the slide. 
‘One More Spring’ (Fox) last stanza 
only garnered $8,000 which also was 
disappointing. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
25-30-40-55)—‘Shadow of Doubt’ 
(MG) and ‘Cimarron’ (Radio) split. 
Stageshows have just been dropped 
at this location with the house pull- 
ing virtually as good as when flesh 
yas present. Looks like around 
$2,000, which isn’t any too healthy, 
with prospects of house being 
closed, Only $3,000 was passed into 
the box office last stanza with ‘So- 
ciety Doctor’ (MG) and ‘Evensong’ 
(GB). 


246, BOSTON; 
STATE 156 


Boston, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Keith Boston) 

Although film biz felt the sting of 
Lent’s opening in Hub, week-end 
trade perked up a bit. 

‘Ruggles,’ at the Met, nicely sup- 
ported by an attractive stage show, 
looks like the town’s leader. Will 
tune in about $24,000 for the de- 
luxer. Shirley Temple’s ‘Colonel,’ at 
the Keith Memorial, just nosed out 
the Met last week and earns a hold- 
over, which looks like $13,000 for its 
second stanza. 

Day-and-dating of the Lowe- 
McLaglen combination in two pics 
wrinkled a few brows along film row 
this week. ‘Great Hotel Murder,’ at 
the Keith-Boston, and ‘Under Pres- 
sure,’ on a dual bill at the Para- 
mount and Fenway. All three houses 
under par this week. 

State doing moderate business 
with ‘Bergere’ and ‘Death Flies East’ 
on the same bill. About $15,000. 

Keith publicity office pulled a few 
nifties in connection with their 
‘Platinum Blondes’ stage show at 
the Boston. A parade of blondes on 
opening day; a generous slice of a 
cooperative page with a department 
stores in which the girls modeled 
hats, etc. Tied up with the Boston 
American on a contest to get a new 
nick-name for Shirley Temple, timed 
so that the height of interest hit on 
the opening day of the second week 
of ‘Little Colonel,’ at the Memorial. 
Something like 12,000 replies on this 
one. Keith office has already start- 
ed ball rolling on circus campaign 
on ‘Roberta,’ two weeks in advance, 
and will launch their biggest ex- 
ploitation splurge of the year for its 
intended three-week run, starting 
Friday (15). 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (M&P) (4,200; 35-50-65)— 
‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par) and 
stage show, topped by Margo, will 
go to about $24,000, a strong me- 
dium. Last week about the same, 
$23,000 for ‘Living on Velvet’ (WB) 
and a personal appearance of Kitty 
Carlisle in the stage show. This 
week the film is drawing over the 
stage talent; last week vice versa. 
Bob Crosby and Dorsey Bros. band 
on stage next week. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Folies Bergere’ (UA) and ‘Death 
Flies East,’ double, plus ‘March of 
Time.’ Promises a fairly good $15,- 
000. Last week oke, $16,000, for 
‘Whole Town's Talking’ (Col) dualed 
with ‘Society Doctor’ (MG). ‘March 
of Time’ playing here and at the 
Orpheum this week. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
35-40-55)—‘Little Colonel’ (Fox). 
Expected to march in with $13,000 
for its second, final, week. First 
week of the Shirley Temple pic was 
a bonanza $24,000, running single 
and a short front show. Plenty of 
turnover with that brief, compact 
show, resulted in the Keith house 
nosing out the Met, up the street. 
‘Roberta’ next week. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,900; 25-40-55) 
—‘After Office Hours’ (MG), 2d run, 





and vaude. Will do okay $12,- 
000 this week, Last week not much 
more, $10,000 for ‘Bachelor Girl’ 


(MG), 2d run, and vaude. Cab Cal- 
loway next week. 

Keith Boston (RKO) (2,300; 25- 
30-40-50)—‘Great Hotel Murder’ 
(Fox) and ‘Platinum Blondes’ unit 
on stage. Will rake in a fair $10,000, 
Last week a sickly $7,500 for ‘Mys- 
tery Woman’ (Fox) and ‘Cocktail 
Hour’ unit on stage. 

25-35- 





Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 
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50)—‘While the Patient Slept’ (WB) 
doubled with ‘Under 
(Fox). Will take a swerve to $6,000. 
Last week a normal §7,500 for ‘One 


More Spring’ (Fox), dualed with 
‘Lottery Lover’ (Fox). 

Fenway (M&P) (1,500; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘Under Pressure’ (Fox) and! 


‘Patient Slept’ (WB), doubled. Looks | 


like a pallid $3,500 this week. Last 
stanza a fairish $4,200 for ‘Lottery 
Lover’ (Fox), double with ‘One Mcre 
Spring’ (Fox). 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-50)— 
‘Devil Dogs of the Air’ (WL), 2d 
run; dualed with ‘All King’s Horses’ 
(Par), 2d run. Comes into this house 
after heavy exploitation on both pics 
in first run houses, about $6,500. 
Last week ‘Rumba’ (Par), 2d run, 
double with ‘Rocky Mountain’ (Par), 
2d run, $3,300. 


‘RUMBA,’ ‘OFFICE HOURS’ 
$2,700 AND $3,200, LINC. 


Lincoln, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Varsity) 

After a moderate week such as 
was the one preceding, grosses 
would naturally be expected to 
jump up a little in reaction, but 
nothing save perhaps ‘Rumba’ hit 
the street of sufficient importance 
to jog attendance, It’s at the Lin- 
coln and heading for $2,700 which 
is good enough. ‘After Office 
Hours’ (MG) at the Stuart isn’t go- 
ing to kill ’em, from present in- 
dications, 

Milton Overman, Varsity man- 
ager, rates the exploitation mention 
this time on his tieup arranged with 
‘Lover Divine’ (Col). He promoted 
the city library to get out a pam- 
phliet, 15,000 in number, to be cir- 
culated with all loaned books as 
bookmarks telling of the library’s 
available books on the life of Schu- 
bert. Public education feature of 
the books gave the leeway to Over- 
man and the stunt was accom- 
plished without expense to the the- 
atre. 








Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Under Pressure’ (Fox) and ‘Mu- 
tiny Ahead’ (Indie), split. Run 


looks to a fair enough $1,000. Last 
week, three changes with ‘Coyote 
Trains’ (Indie), ‘Car 99’ (Par) and 
‘Mystery Woman’ (Radio), total 
gross so-so at $950. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-15-25)— 


‘Rumba’ (Par). Opened with a 
bang; pace would assure a final 
tally of $2,700, good. Last week 


‘One More Spring’ (Fox), was just 
one more picture and grossed the 
average, $2,300. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15- 
25)—‘Right to Live’ (WB) and stage 
show headlining George McClennan 
(3 days), to be followed by ‘Ro- 
mance in Manhattan’ (Radio) for 
four days. Seven day gross will be 
a worthy $2,800. Last week ‘Ready 
for Love’ (Par) and the ‘Evening 
on Broadway’ unit on the boards 
for 3 days. Four days of ‘President 
Vanishes’ (Par), followed. Run of 
the week $2,400, a little over av- 
erage. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘After Office Hours’ (MG). Has the 
timbre to hit about $3,200, a little 
over the house average. Last week 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) had a whale of 


Pressure’ 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Roberta’ $100,000, 


‘Horses 





a start but the newsreel content | 
and a blizzard hit the street at the 
same time. Wound up with $3,000, 
about average. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
25)—‘Lover Divine’ (GB). Tied up 
with a good campaign at the city 
libraries igs doing a good mat biz, 
but not so forte on the evenings. 
Will get $1,000 even, which is not 
so good. Last week was the second 
stretch for ‘Whole Town’s Talking’ 
(Col) and it went less than fair 
$800, 


‘GOLD DIGGERS’ 
BIG $9,500, 
PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Broadway) 
Socking the burg with flash ex- 
ploitation on ‘Gold Diggers of 1935,’ 
Parker’s Broadway fired all 21 guns 
of ballyhoo, including radio, to crack 
down on the b.o. gloom which settled 
on the burg last week like stale beer 
on a Monday am. ‘Gold Diggers’ 
answered with nip-ups to the head 
of the gross class, Other spots suf- 
fered some by comparison. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Gold Diggers of 1935’ (FN). An- 
swering to big exploitation cam- 
paign and looks good for a bonanza 
$9,500. Last week ‘Living on Vel- 
vet’ (FN) never clicked from the 
start, and finished poorly at $4,200. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Vanessa’ (MG). Unexciting 
at $4,000. Last week ‘Scarlet Pim- 
pernel’ (UA) got raves and audience 
applause, but costume pix are dull 
at the b.o. in this burg. Fair $4,700. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 
25-40)—‘One More Spring’ (Fox) 
with vaude. Getting a big play at 
25-cent matinees, looks average for 
$6,000. Last week ‘Whole Town's 
Talking’ (Col) and vaude registered 
well but dull at the b.o. on account 
poor femme appeal, fair $5,600. 
Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘Murder on Honeymoon’ (Radio) 
with vaude. Figure $4,700, so-so. 
Last week ‘Good Fairy’ (U) and 
vaude failed to do beter than $6,000. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
400; 25-40)—‘Under Pressure’ (Fox) 
and ‘White Lies’ (Col). Combo 
weak around $2,500. Last week ‘Lit- 
tle Colonel’ (Fox) second week nice 
$3,800. 














Cincinnati, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Taft) 

‘Roberta’ is the b. 0. topper cur- 
rently, its $18,500 pace at the Al- 
bee being the town’s biggest film 
take since the holiday season. 

‘Grand Old Girl’ and Larry Rich’s 
revue, at the Shubert, hitting along 
at $10,500 tempo. 

Palace, with ‘Scarlet Pimpernel,’ 
collecting $8,000 and ‘Living on Vel- 
vet’ is ringing up $5,000 for Keith’s. 

Taft makes its bow this week as 
an independently operated stand 
with stage and screen fare. Film 
is merely a time killer, house being 
dependent on standout names for 
coin lure. Thurston, opening mag- 
net, is fetching a hotsy-totsy $17,- 
000. Advertising on this attraction 
conducted with oldtime billposting 
zip and a lot of ad spread and pub- 
licity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Roberta’ (Radio), Astaire, Rogers 
and Dunne, linked with press and 
audience raves a builder-upper for 
$18,500, immense. Pic will get nine 
days here and have an extended 
first run of at least two weeks at 
the smaller houses. Last week 
‘Vanessa’ (MG), jerked after fifth 
day, $7,000, slow. 

Taft (Ind) (2,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Night Alarm’ (Maj) and Thurston. 
Cincy has always been a_ great 
date for the daddy of hocus pocus. 
Magician is producing $17,909 for 
a masterful start on this theatre's 


Roberta’ Sock $18,500; Thurston 
Wow $17,000; Cincinnati Way Up 











new policy. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 35-42)— 
‘Grand Old Girl’ (Radio), and Larry 
Rich revue, $10,500, okay {ast 
week ‘Maybe It's Love’ (WBE) and 


| erage, 


the A. B. Marcus ‘Reyue Continen- 
tal’ inaugurated new RKO stand’s 
screen and stage combo with a 
dandy $13,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA). Leslie 
Howard voleanoed in billing. Extra 
ads and nice reviews insufficient to 
overcome drawback of historical 
theme. Maybe $8,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox), $16,500, 


mighty fine. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) (2nd_ wk.) 
Fine $7,000, lotsa mint juleps. Last 


week ‘Red Gap’ (Par), encored to 

a hefty $6,500 after $10,500 on first 

week. 
Keith’s 


‘Living on 


(Libson) (1,500: 35-42)— 
Velvet’ (EN), Kay 
Francis the pull. May hit $5,000, 
good. Last week ‘Sweet Music’ 
(WB), $7,000, all right. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—‘Se- 
quoia’ (MG) (2d wk.). Strong 
$4,500, following $6,500 on first 
seven days. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 
‘Sweet Music’ (WB) transferred 
from Keith's for second downtown 
week, $2,500, fair. Last week ‘Of- 


‘Ruggles 


$50,000 Dominate Broadway; 


Quick In and Out 


(Best Exploitation: Par) 
Record number of alibis figure 
this week, but on Broadway the 
Music Hall and Paramount, with 


‘Roberta’ and ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ 
respectively, don't need ‘em. 
‘Roberta’ looks to $100,000, or 


Slightly over and a second week, 


while ‘Ruggles’ seems certain of 
$50,000. This picture also holds 
over. 

The Capitol is also retaining 


‘After Office Hours’ and Ben Bernie 
a second week. 

Stoopnagle and Budd, on a per- 
sonal at the Roxy, are believed 
helping ‘Enchanted April’ to a fair 
enough $28,000. Rialto ran into 
trouble with ‘All the King’s Horses’ 
and pulled it after five days, bring- 
ing in ‘McFadden's Flats’ Monday 
night (11). Latter started fairly 
and may see $9,000 on the week. 

‘Living on Velvet’ is quiet at the 
Strand and goes out tonight (Wed.) 
with only around $14,000. ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1935’ comes in. ‘Folies 
Bergere’ goes out of the Rivoli to- 
morrow night (Thursday) on final 
(third) week anc ‘Wedding Night’ 
opens Friday (15). 

Mayfair and Astor may be re- 
moved as first runs on Broadway. 
Walter Reade yesterday (Tuesday) 
said he may close them down, rather 
than operate with third choice 
product. 

Best exploitation of the week goes 
to the Paramount on ‘Ruggles,’ al- 
though some questioned the ad pic- 
tures of: Lawton in a bowler hat as 
meaningless. House spent consid- 
erably above its average, billboard- 
ing heavily. A Kleig opening was 
held with an illuminated plane ad- 
vertising the _ picture. Stenciled 
slides were also thrown on buildings 
around Times Square. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-40-55)—Trans- 
sient Lady’ (U). Opened Saturday 
(9) and getting mild attention. Not 
more than _ $6,000. ‘Great Hotel 


Murder’ (Fox), in ahead, checked 
out sadly, $5,000. 
Capitol (5,400; 35-75-85-$1.10)— 


‘After Office Hours’ (MG) and stage 
show. Ben Bernie and orchestra 
a help for $40,000 and entire bill 
stays second week. Last week 
‘Bachelor Girl’ (MG) slipped to 
around $25,000. 

Criterion (875; 25-40-65)—‘In old 
Santa Fe’ (Maj) and ‘The Perfect 
Clue’ (Maj). Twin bill opened here 
yesterday (Tuesday). Maybe in re- 
Zion of $5,500. ‘Mysterious Mr, 
Wong’ (Mono), 10 days, and ‘Crim- 
son Trail’ (U), seven days, doubled 
up, got $6,100. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65)" — 
‘Shadow of Doubt’ (MG). Opened 
Monday (11) and off slowly. Doubt- 
ful of more than $6,000. ‘Red Hot 


Tires’ (WB), predecessor, under 
$5,000, 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-65)—‘One 
More Spring’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Slumping to around $7,000, very 
bad. Last week ‘Pimpernel’ (UA) 
$12,000, good. 

Paramount (2,564; 35-55-75-85)— 
‘Ruggles’ (Par) and Henrietta 


Schumann over pit. Picture opened 
very strong, eased a bit and will 
finish around fine $50,000. Stays 
second week. On holdover of ‘Rum- 
ba’ (5% days) $13,100, mild. 

Radio City Music Hall (4,945; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.10)—‘Roberta’ (Radio) 
and stage show. Smash week of 
$100,000, or a bit better. Holds 
with ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) to follow. 
Last week ‘Whole Town's Talking’ 
(Col) disappointed at $73,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-65)—‘McFade 
den’s Flats’ (Par). Brought in Mon- 
day night (11) and fair for what 
may be $9,000. ‘All the King’s 
Horses’ (Par) pulled after five days 
for $5,000. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-65-75-85-99)— 
‘Folies Bergere’ (UA) (3d week). 
Final week will be around $15,000, 
‘Wedding Night’ (Goldwyn-UA) 
coming in Friday (15). ‘Bergere; 
on second week, $25,000, okay. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55) — ‘En- 
chanted April’ (Radio) and stage 
show. Stoopnagle and Budd, on 
personal, aiding with chance to hit 
nice $28,000. Last week ‘Murder on 
A Honeymoon’ (Radio), $27,000. 





fice Hours’ (MG), $3,000, nice, on 
switch from Albee, where pic did 
$13,500 on initial week. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘T've Been Around’ (U) and ‘Death 
Flies East’ (Col), split, $2,000, ay- 


Last week ‘Home on Range’ 
(Par), and ‘Behind Evidence’ (Col), 
separate, $2,800, big. 


Strand (2,900; 35-55-65-85)-—'Liv- 
ing on Velvet’ (WE) Onlv $14,000, 
poor. ‘Gold Diggers’ next. Last 
week, second of ‘Sweet Music’ 
(WB), $15,600. 

State (2,300; 35-55-75)—‘Clive of 
India’ (UA) and stage show Al 
Shayne on stage with chances fair 
for $18,000. Last week ‘Devil Dogs’ 
(WB) rode through in nice fashion, 
$20,000, 


Deane’s H’wood O.O. 


Albert Deane, in charge of pube 





Strand (Ind) (1,200: 15-20-20)— 
‘Church Mouse’ (FN). Reviewers | 
cold on comedy romance. Looks } 
like $1,090, poor. WLast week ‘Shoot | 
the Works’ (Par), revival, $300, | 


worst yet. 


licity for Paramount International, 

leaves New York Friday for a quick 

0.0. of the Hollywood studio, 
Iuxpects to spend about a week on 
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Hollywood Productions 


CHAPLIN 
(UNITED ARTISTS) 
‘Production No. 8’ 

(20th week) 


D—Charles Chaplin 
A—Charles Chaplin 


C—Rollie 


Totheroh 
Ira Morgan 


Cast: 


Charles Chaplin 
Paulette Goddard 
Carter DeHaven 
Hienry Bergman 
Alan Garcla 
Norman Ainsley 
Tiny Sanford 
Dr. Cecil Reynolds 
COLUMBIA 
‘Party Wire’ 
(Sth week) 


D—Erle Kenton 
A—Bruce Manning 


John Howard Lawson 
Ethel Hill 


C—Al Sicgier 
Cast: 


Jean Arthur 
Victor Jory 
Clara Blandick 
Charles Grapewin 
Oscar Apfel 
Geneva Mitchell 
Maude Eburne 
Helen Lowell 
Matt McHugh 
Charles Middleton 
Edward LeSaint 
‘Air Fury’ 
(3rd week) 


D—A1 Rogell 
A—4J. Griffin Jay 


Grace Neville 


C—Henry Freulich 
Cast: 


Ralph Bellamy 
Tala Birrell 
Victor Kilian 
Billie Seward 


. Douglass Dumbrille 


Robert Allen 
Robert Middlemass 
Geneva Mitchell 


- Wyrley Birch 


Wiley Post 

Joseph Sauers 

‘Jim Burke's Boy’ 
(2nd week) 


D—Lambert Hillyer 


*—-Benjamine Kline 
Cast: 


Jack Holt 
Florence Rice 
Jimmy Butler 
Kathleen Burke 
Wyrley Birch 
FOX 


*‘Doubting ‘Thomas’ 
(6th week) 


D—David Butler 
A—George Kelly 


William Conselman 
Bartlett Cormack 


C—Joseph Valentine 
Cast: 


Will Rogers 
Billie Burke 
Alison Skipworth 
Gail Patrick 
Frances Grant 
Frank Albertson 
Sterling Halloway 
Andrew Tombes 
Johnny Arthur 
Helen Flint 
Fred Wallace 
T. Roy Barnes 
Ruth Warren 
George Cooper 
Helen Freeman 
John Qualen 
William Benedict 
‘Heaven's Gate’ 
(5th week) 


D—John Robertson 


A— Florence L. 


Pfalzgraf 


Stephen Avery 


C—John Seitz 
Cast: 


Shirley Temple 

Joel McCrea 

Lyle Talbot ° 

Rosemary Ames 

Doris Nolan 

Margaret Armstrong 

Rita Owin 

Leonard Carey 

Warren Hymer 

Erin O’Brien-Moore 
‘Secret Lives’ 
(3rd week) 


D—Bruce Humberstone 
A—llya Zorn 


Robert Ellis 
Helen Logan 


C—Dan Clark 
Cast: 


D—William 


Mona Barrie 
Gilbert Roland 
Hardie Albright 
Herbert Mundin 
Nick Foran 
Adrienne Ames 
Donald Cook 
Marion Clayton 
Irene Franklin 
Akin Tamiroff 
‘Man Proposes’ 
(3rd week) 
Seiter 


A—Sidney Skolsky 


C—Merrlit 


Claude Binyon 
Wm. Hurlbut 
Gerstad 


Cast: 


D—Norman 


James Dunn 
Neil Hamilton 
Mae Clark 
Dorothy Christy 
Sidney Toler 
Warren Hymer 
Vera Lewis 
Stanley Fields 
Raymond Hatton 
Jack LaRue 


Madge Bellamy 
Frank Melton 
Arthur Treacher 


Joseph Sauers 
‘Red Heads On Parade’ 
2nd week) 
McLeod 


A—Gertrude Purcell 


Don Hartman 


Jay Gorney 

Rian James 
C—Barney McGill 
Cast: 

John Boles 


June Knight 
Alan Dinehart 
Jane Withers 
Jack Haley 
Herman Bing 
William Austin 
Grant Mitchell 
‘Gaucho Lover’ 
(2nd week) 


D—James Tinling 


A—Gordon 


Morris 
Ernest Pascal 
Bradley King 


C—Bert Glennon 
Cast: 


Warner Baxter 
Ketti Gallian 


John Miljan 
Armida 
J. Carrol! Naish 
Blanca Vischer 
Rita Cansino 
Solidad Jiminez 
Ann Codee 
Chris Martin 
Phillip Cooper 
METRO 
. ,e°’ 
(6th week) 
D—Richard Thorpe 
A-—-Herman Melville 


John Farrow 
C—Clyde DeVinna 
Cast: 

Mala 

Lotus Long 

‘China Seas’ 

(4th week) 
D—Tay Garnett 
A—Grosbie Garstin 

Jules Furthman 
C—Ray June 
Cast: 

Wallace Beery 

Clark Gable 

Jean Harlow 

Dudley Digges 

Lewis Stone 

Charles 

William Henry 

Robert Benchley 


‘Age cf Indiscretion’ 


(2nd week) 
D—Edward Ludwig 
A—Leon Gordon 
C—George Folsey 
Cast: 

May Robson 
Madge Evans 
Ralph Forbes 
Una Merkel 
Samuel Hinds 
Catherine Doucet 
‘Flush’ (dog) 
Adrian Morris 


PARAMOUNT 
‘Paris in ageing? 
(8th week) 
D—Lewis Milestone 
A—Dwight Taylor 
Franz Schulz 
Keene Thompson 
C©—tTed Tetzlaff 
Cast: 
Mary Ellis 
Tullio Carmfnat! 
Ida Lupino 
Lynne Overman 
John. Blakeley 
Hugh Enfield 
Akim Tamiroff 
Joseph North 
Jack Raymond 
John Ardizoni 
‘The Crusades’ 
(ith week) 
D—Cecil B. DeMille 
A—Harold Lamb 
Dudley Nichols 
Waldemar Young 
c—Victor Milner 
Cast: 
Henry Wilcoxon 
Loretta Young 
Ian Keith 
Pedro de Cordoba 
Joseph Schildkraut 
Ramsay Hill 
Paul Satoff 
Sven Borg 
Oscar Rudolph 
Cc. Henry Gordon 
George Barbier 
Cc. Aubrey Smith 
Lumsden Hare 
Hobart Bosworth 
Montague Love 
William Farnum 
Ann Sheridan 
Katherine DeMille 
Josef Swickard 
‘People Will Tell’ 
(6th week) 
D—Al! Santell 
A—F. Hugh Herbert 
Sophie Kerr 
C—Al Gilks 
Cast: 
Mary Boland 
Charles Ruggles 
Leila Hyams 
Dean Jagger 
Ruthelma Stevens 
Stanley Andrews 
Sarah Edwards 
Ivan Linow 


Constantine Romanoff 


Edward Brophy 
Marina Schubert 
John Rogers 
Sam Flint 
Betty Alden 
‘The Glass Key’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Frank Tuttle 
A—Dashiell Hammett 
Kathryn Scola 
Kubec Glasmon 
C—Henry Sharp 
Cast: 
George Raft 
Rosalind Culli 
Edward Arnold 
Ray Milland 
Dean Jagger 
Charles Richman 
Quinn Williams 
Tammany Young 
Harry Tyler 
Emma Dunn 
Robert Gleckler 


RADIO 


‘Break of Hearts’ 


(5th week) 
D—Phillip Moeller 
A—Lester Cohen 

Sarah Y. Mason 
Victor Heerman 
C—Robert De Grasse 

Cast: 


Katharine Hepburn 


Charles Boyer 
Arnold Korff 
John Beal 
Inez Palange 
Jean Hersholt 
Helene Millard 
Susan Fleming 
Forben Meyer 
‘The Informer 
(4th week) 
D—John Ford 
A—Liane O'Flaherty 
Dudley Nichols 
C—Joe August 
Cast: 
Victor McLaglen 
Heather Angel 
Preston Foster 
Margot Grahame 
Wallace Ford 
J. M. Kerrigan 
Joe Sauers 
Una O’Connor 
Walter James 
May Boley 
‘Nit Wits’ 
(2nd week) 
D—George Stevens 
A—Fred Guiol 
Al Boasberg 
c—Edward Cronjager 


Butterworth 


Week of March 11 
(Pictures now filming, or about to start, are listed kelow alphabetically 
Symbols are: D—Director, A—Author, C—Cameraman.) 


Cast: 
Bert Wheeler 
Robert Woolsey 
Betty Grable 
Hale Hamilton 
Evelyn Brent 
Fred Keating 
Sleep-n-Eat 
Dorothy Granger 


Hazel Forbes 
Etienne Girardot 
Robert 
Arthur Aylesworth 
Erik Rhodes 
‘Hooray for Love’ 
(ist week) 
D—Walter Lang 
A—Lawrence Hazard 
Ray Harris 
Cc—Unassigned 
Cast: 
Gene Raymond 
Pert Kelton 
John Beal 
Arthur Byron 
Lionel Stander 
Bill Robinson 
Jennie LeGon 
PIONEER 
‘Becky Sharp’ 
(14th week) 
D—Rouben Mamoulian 
A—William Thackeray 
Francis Faragoh 
Dwight Taylor 
Cc—Ray Rennehan 
Cast: 
Miriam Hopkins 
Francis Dee 


Sir Cedric Hardwick 


Billie Burke 
Alan Mowbray 
Nigel Bruce 


William Faversham 


Charles Richman 
William Stack 
Colin Tapley 
G. P. Huntley, Jr. 
John Warburton 
Elsie Prescott 
Walt Robbins 
Elsleth Dudgeon 
Iris Moore 
Eva Harrower 
Elsa Buchanan 
Thelma Hubbard 
‘Mary Jo Ellis 
Margaret Hall 
Madge Collins 
Alberta Hambler 
Mary Wallace 
UNIVERSAL 
‘Mister Dynamite’ 
(5th week) 
D—Alan Crosland 
A—Dashiel Hammett 
Harry Clork 
Doris Malloy 
C—George Robinson 
Cast: 
Edmund Lowe 
Esther Ralston 
Victor Varconi 
Jean Dixon 
Verna Hillie 
Matt McHugh 
Wade Boteler 
G. Pat Collins 
Dick Eliott 
Sam Flint 
Jameson Thomas 
Mary Wallace 


WARNERS 


Middlemass 








‘A Midsummer Night’s 


Dream’ 
(18th week) 
D—Max Reinhardt 
William Dieterle 
A—William 
Charles Kenyon 
Mary McCall, Jr, 
C—Hal Mohr 
Byron Haskin 
Cast: 
James Cagney 
Dick Powell 
Joe E. Brown 
Jean Muir 
Frank McHugh 
Ian Hunter 
Hugh Herbert 
Anita Louise 
Donald Woods 


Alivia De Haviland 
George Breakstone 


Mickey Rooney 


Hobart Cavanaugh 


Grant Mitchell 
Sarah Haden 
Veree Teasdale 
Otis Harla 


Shakespeare 


n 
‘Oil for the Lamps of 
China’ 


na 
(ith week) 
D—Mervyn LeRoy 


A—aAlice Tisdale Hobart 


Laird Doyle 
C—Tony Gaudio 
Cast: 

Pat O'Brien 

Josephine 

John Eldredge 

Jean Muir 

Lyle Talbot 

Willie Fung 

Arthur Byron 

Tetsu. Komai 

Ronnie Cosby 

Donald Crisp 

Christian Rub 

Edward McWade 

‘Dinky’ 

(6th week) 
D—D. Ross Lederman 
A—John Fante 

Frank Fenton 

Samuel 

Harry Sauber 
C—Arthur Edeson 
Cast: 

Jackie Cooper 

Mary Astor 

Roger Pryor 

Edith Fellows 

George Ernest 

Sidney Miller 


Betty Jean Hainey 


Henry O'Neill 
Richard Quine 
Henry Armetta 
Frank Gernardl 
von Crehan 
‘The G-Men’ 
(3rd week) 
D—William Keighley 
A—Seton I. Miller 
C—Sol Polito 
Cast: 
James Cagney 
Ann Dvorak 
Robert Armstrong 
Jack Holt 
Margaret Lindsay 
Lloyd Nolan 
Robert Barrat 
Edward Pawley 
Russell Hopton 
Barton MacLane 
Wm. Harrigan 
Addison Richards 
John Hall 
‘Alibi Ike’ 
(3rd week) 
D—Ray Enright 
A—Ring Lardner 
Bert Kalmar 


Hutchinson 


Gilson Brown 
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Ruggles,’ ‘Colonel,’ 
Roberta, ‘Fairy’ 
All Strong in N. H. 


New Haven, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Poli’s) 

Opening of Lenten season hasn't 
meant a thing here. With four good 
bills in town, everybody is doing 
business, proving that one about 
they'll come when you feed ‘em 
good product. 
‘Roberta,’ at Roger Sherman, has 
the inside track currently, with 
‘Little Colonel’ at Poli’s, and Rug- 


PICTURE GROSSES 


; gles’ at Paramount, neck-and-neck- 


ing it for second place. 

Poli’s heavy campaign included 
gifts from merchants to an honorary 
‘Little Colonel’ (local = crippled 
child), cute—sayings-kids contest, 
coloring contest for Shirley Temple 
head (in line with technicolor se- 
quence in film), gift radio contest 
and department store tieup on Tem- 
plemodel dresses. Paramount drew 
some attention by touring central 
streets with a miniature auto pull- 
ing trailer plugging ‘Ruggles.’ 
Estimates for This Week 


Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35- 
50)—‘Ruggles’ (Par) and ‘Evensong’ 
(GB). Holding up nicely against 
tough competish. On way to big 
$9,200. Last week ‘Iron Duke’ (GB) 
and ‘Car 99° (Par), topped the list 
at good $8,700. 

Poli’s (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)—‘Lit- 
tle Colonel’ (Fox) and ‘Death Flies 
Kast’ (Col). Campaign a big help 
to this one, close to $9,000 antici- 
pated, very nice. Last week ‘One 
More Spring’ (Fox) and ‘Notorious 
Gentleman’ (U), held its own at 
oke $8,500. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Roberta’ (Radio). Rocketing 
the gross to a swell $11,500 and 
with practically no exploitation 
other than news space. Fashion 
angle dragging femmes in heavily. 
Last week ‘Living on Velvet’ (WB) 
and ‘While Patient Slept’ (WB), 
took a sleeping powder for light 


$4,000. 

Bijou (Loew) (1,500; 25-35)— 
‘Good Fairy’ (U) and ‘Transient 
Lady’ (U). Nicely received bill that 


would have done big things against 


less devastating opposish, $3,800 
not bad, though. Last week 
‘Sequoia’ (MG) and ‘Winning 


Ticket’ (MG), at $4,6v0, a house rec- 
ord under the new policy. 


‘Roberta Wow 286 
Masic Hot $23,500; 
Folies’ $9,000, Det. 


Detroit, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: State and Fox) 


Strong opposition from outside is 
voided Ahis week by smart head- 
work of the ace house managers 
via stronger bills. 

Cycle of musicals here. Michigan 
has ‘Sweet Music,’ Fox has ‘Roberta’ 
and United Artists has ‘Folies 
Bergere.’ Each house started off 
with a bang, with better than aver- 
age business in sight. 

Sam Rubin’s amateur frolic from 
stage of Fox cleverly aired over 
WJR. State advertised to come to 
theatre and add signature to Shirley 
Temple testimonial, which would be 
sent to her. 


Estimates for This Week 


Michigan (United-Detroit) (4,100; 
25-35-55)—‘Sweet Music’ (WB) and 
colored stage show. ‘Harlem Ex- 
press’ headed by Jimmie Lunceford 
offers one of finest combination 
bills ever at this house. Smash 
business maybe $23,500. Last week 
‘Society Doctor’ (MG) and George 
Olsen’s orchestra, missed fire with 
a disappointing $19,500. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 25-35-55)— 
‘Roberta’ (Radio) and stage show. 
Terrific opening compelled a paring 
down of stage show. Holdover is 
in sight. Registers will tinkle to 
near tune of $28,500. Last week 
‘One More Spring’ (Fox) and Gene 
Raymond in person garnered about 
$21,000. 

United - Artists (United - Detroit) 
(2,070; 25-35-55) —Folies Bergere’ 
(UA). Will no doubt do much 
better than last couple of weeks. 


(Continued on page 62) 











Folies’ Wow $19,000, Red Gap’ $10.00: 
Roberta Breaks Two Balto Records 
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MEXICAN STANDOFF 


Studio Calls June Knight, Agent 
Calis Off Suit, Everybody Happy 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

Urgent call for June Knight to 
step into her ‘Redheads on Parade’ 
spot at Fox gave both sides, in the 
suit of Leo Morrison against the 
actress, an opportunity to com- 
promise the case, after three days’ 
trial in Superior court. 

Solely on the ground that further 
legal proceedings would hold up the 
Fox production, Morrison and Miss 
Knight agreed on dismissal of the 
$6,500 commission and damage ac- 
tion with cash settlement, which 
Judge Vickers approves. 


‘Spring,’ ‘Ticket,’ Vaude 
3-Hour Show for 35c 
Good $6,600, Seattle 


Seattle, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Music Box) 


Big news of week is new policy at 
Music Hall, which John Hamrick 
started out to make the ‘showplace 
of Seattle.’ Duals, return runs, ap- 
peal to ‘big family’ trade, with a 
dime the take until 5 p. m. and then 
15 cents, is the setup. Music Hall, 
under various names, has been a 
headache for all of the big three 
local operators, as all have tried it, 
FWC, Jensen-von Herberg and now 
Hamrick. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
40)—‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA). Hot 
release from Music Hall, indicated 
to hit $3,500, okay. Last week ‘Sweet 
Music’ (WB) gecond week in town, 
$2,300, slow. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) and 
‘Gay Bride’ (MG), dual, splitting 
week with ‘Mighty Barnum’ (UA) 
and ‘Evensong’ (GB). Around $3,- 
300, average. Last week ‘Forsaking 
All Others’ (MG) and ‘Lemon Drop 
Kid’ (Par) dual, $3,800, big. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40) —‘After Office Hours’ (MG). 
Heavy plugging for ‘Little Colonel’ 
(Fox) with the Shirley opus to open 
next; this week looks around $6,500. 
Last week ‘Gilded Lily’ (Par) $7,300, 
so-so. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 15-25-35) 
—‘Broadway Bill’ (Col) (6th week). 
Nearing windup; this house has 
played three Columbia pixes for 
over six months during past year; 
‘Happened One Night,’ 11 weeks 3 
days; ‘One Night of Love,’ eight 
weeks, and now ‘Bill’ still going. Ex- 
pectations, around $4,500. Last week, 
same film, $6,000, great. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
40)—‘Roberta’ (Radio). Smash lob- 
by and big campaign. Headed for 
$9,200, dreamy. Last week ‘Good 
Fairy’ (U) 3rd week, okay $2,600. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,300; 10- 
15)—‘I Cover the Waterfront’ (Par) 
and ‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par) 
dual. Starts new policy after career 
of red ink. Maybe $1,500. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 25- 
35)—‘While the Patient Slept’ (WB). 
Nurse Keate detective yarn. Per- 
haps $6,500, moderate. Last week 
‘Living on Velvet’ (WB) and vaude; 
$6,900, good. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-35) —‘One More Spring’ (Fox) and 
‘Winning Ticket ’(MG) dual and 
vaude. Three-hour show headed for 
$6,600 week, good. Last week ‘So- 
ciety Doctor’ (MG) and ‘Under 
Pressure’ (Fox) dual, and vaude, 
$6,200, okay. 





Marsh Cranking . Joan 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Oliver Marsh returns as _ head 
cameraman photographing Joan 
Crawford at Metro, and will be in 
charge of the camera crews on ‘No 
More Ladies,’ which starts this week 
with Edward H. Griffith directing. 
Marsh had previously handled all 
Crawford pictures, but was replaced 
on the unit about a year ago by 
George Folsey. 





Harry Ruby 
c—Arthur Todd 
Cast: 

Joe B. Brown 


Cast: 


(2nd week) 
D—Alfred EB. Green 
A—Charles Kenyon 
‘“—James Van Trees 
Cast: 

Bette Davis 
John Eldredge 
Ruth Donnelly 
Phillip Reed 
tan Hunter 


‘Stranded’ 


Cast: 





, A---Delmer Daves 


(2nd week) 
D)—-Frank Borsage 


Frank Wead 


Ferdinand Reyher 
C—Unassigned 


Kay Francis 


D—Charles Lamont 

A—Tom Terriss 
Edward Adamson 

C—M. A. Andersen 


Chic Chandler 
Bhirley Grey 
Arthur Vinton 
Claude King 
Dorothy Revier 
Carl Stockdale 
Lee Moran 
Edward Keane 
Huntley Gordpn 
Mrin La Disséniere oseph Girard 


RELIANCE 
(RKO-PATHE) 
‘Let ’Em Have It’ 


a *. aan gt (3rd week) 

illlam Frawley ? SPENDEN _2 , 

Roscoe Karns PRODUCTIONS ee: See 

Henry O'Neill CHESTERFIELD Cast: 

‘Men On Her Mind’ ‘Circumstantial Evidence’ Virginia Bruce 
(2nd week) Alice Brady 


Bruce Cabot 

Eric Linden 

Joyce Compton 
Harvey Stephens 

J. Farrell MacDonald 
Bodil Rosing 

Wesley Barry 

Robert Em. O’Connor 
Hale Hamilton 

Paul Fix 

Joseph Crehan 

Harry Woods 

l.illan Leightom 
Matty Fot 





Baltimore, March 12, 
(Best Exploitation: Century) 
Uniformly bright biz is character- 


izing Balto this week. Weather 
seems rather unpredictable’ but 
b.o.’s are finding the going more 


than sufficiently smooth. 

‘Roberta’ is still wildfire in its 
second stanza at the vaudfilm Hip- 
podrome, after establishing a new 
high, $24,600 for the first week. Over 
the second week-end, biz didn’t lag 
far behind the phenomenal first one, 
and the furious pace is continuing. 
Today (Tuesday) management en- 
visioned a third week for the pic, 
which would establish a run prece- 
dent. Pointing towards a stunning 
$18,500 for the current session. 

Opposish Century is nicely placed, 
also. ‘Folies Bergere’ on screen is 
holding its own, and on stage Dave 
Apollon’s unit is getting nice word- 
of-mouth. Combo thoroughly sound 
at $19,000. 

Stanley went a bit over its nor- 
mal bally budget for ‘Red Gap’, but 
is being amply repaid by gross 
house will get. Built from a strong 
Saturday opening and will be cinch 
to top a natty $10,000. 

Herb Morgan of Loew's had a 
loop dept. store release 1,000 bal- 
loons from rooftop in loop Sat. morn 
with either a ducat to ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ or a merchandise gift from 
the store. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Folies Bergere’ 
(UA) and Dave Apollon unit. At- 
tractive to patrons both ways, with 
stage show especially helpful since 
it is snagging delirious word-of- 
mouth. Very good $19,000. Last 
week ‘Vanessa’ (MG) and Casino de 
Paree unit, fine $21,300. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 


15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Roberta’ (Ra- 
dio) and vaude (2deweek). After 
establishing all-time high gross, 


$24,500, on first week, getting glor- 
ious $18,500, and will stay a third 
week to create long-run record at 
house, 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Rumba’ (Par). Closes 
oke week tonight (Tuesday) with 
$5,000 in the satchel. ‘Wings in 
Dark’ (Par) debuts tomorrow. 

New (Mechanic) (1,000; 15-25-30- 
35-40-50)—‘Little Colonel’ (Fox). 
(24 week.) After corking $7,100 on 
first week, second has been extend- 
ed to 10 days, and will probably 
snag a sparkling $6,200. ‘Life Be- 
gins’ opens Thursday. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-40)— 
‘Red Gap’ (Par). Press loved it and 
biz is cascading daily. Strong 
$10,000 or better. Last week ‘Living 
on Velvet’ (FN), mild $5,100. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (1,000; 15- 
25-35)—‘After Office Hours’ (MG). 
After nifty first week a fortnizht 
ago at downstairs vaudfilm Century, 
will get oke $3,400 here. Last week, 
first run of ‘Baboona’ (FN), $3,250. 





Pat Garyn Improved 


Pat Garyn is out of the St. Mary's 
hospital, Dallas, where he was re- 
ported gravely ill, Harry Thomas, 
head of First Division having re- 
ceived word from Garyn that he was 
greatly improved. 

He had been in the field for 
‘March of Time’ for several months, 
going into the Dallas hospital about 
two weeks ago, but rallied quickly 
for the better. 


Col’s Voice Tutor 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Columbia has signed Dr. P. Mario 
Marafioti, voice teacher, to keep 
Grace Moore's voice in fettle and to 
act as advisor on the chorus for 
star’s next picture, ‘On Wings of 
Song.’ 

Voice specialist was at Metro in 
a similar capacity when sound came 
in. 





MG LOCATION UNITS 
Hollywood, March 12. 

Metro has two units on location 
shooting atmosphere and_ back- 
ground material for a pair of fea- 
tures now in production. 

James McKay heads a camera 
crew getting pickup shots at Truc- 
kee for ‘Age of Indiscretion’; and 
John Waters is in charge of unit 
locationing at San Miguel Island for 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ atmosphere. 


FILM DANCERS MOVE UP 
Hollywood, March 12. 

Paramount has tabbed six danc- 
ers who have been appearing in 
LeRoy Prinz ensembles to stock 
contracts, and will turn the girls 
over to Phyllis Laughton for dra- 
matic schooling in the  latter’s 
academy on the lot. 

Girls ticketed include Dene Myles, 
Beulah McDonald, Kay Gordon, 
Bonita Barker, Esther Pressman 
ind Dorothy Thompson. 





~ 
































~ 











Wednesday, March 13, 1935 


PICTURE GROSSES 


i! 


—__—». 


VARIETY 








Lent Doesnt Mean a Thing in Prov., 
All B.0.'s Bullish; Cab, Shirley Big 





——— 


Providence, March 138. 


(Best Exploitation: Loew’s) 
It’s another rosy week, Lent or no 
nt. Plenty of business, and unless 

here’s a sudden switch in the wind 
everyone is going to feast at the 
trough. Some stands are better off 
than others, but the situation as a 
whole is satisfactory. 

This is one week that the straight 
picture houses are holding their own 
against the stands playing combo 
bills. This, despite the fact that 
atage opposish is heavier than usual, 
Cab Calloway appearing at the RKO 
Albee and Baby Rose Marie featured 
with ‘Broadway Scandals’ at Fay’s. 

Shirley Temple is the big noise 
this week, overshadowing every- 
thing else in town. Playing capacity 
over the week-end, ‘Little Colonel’ 
seems headed for at least $10,000. 

Of. the two combo houses, Albee 
appears to have the edge, gross 
probably crossing $10,000, house 
doing four shows a day to accom- 
modate the crowds. 

Loew’s came through with the 
best bally program, but opposition 
too tough to make explojtation have 
any telling difference on the’ week. 
Ballyhoo: included .most : thorough 
outside exploitation seen here in 
months, Co-operative ads with de- 

artment stores feature, as well as 
nnumerable tie-upe here and there. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 15-25-40) — Notori- 
ous Gentleman’ (U) and unit. with 
Baby Rose Marie in person, Picture 
is slightly better than what house 
has been screening lately, but it’s 
still the stage that doing most of 
the pulling. Looks big at $8,500. 
Last week. ‘She Had to Choose’ 
(Maj) leaned heavily upon stage 
unit to come through for nice $8,300. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Folies Bergere’ (UA) and ‘Death 
Flies East’ (Col). Nice show, but 
opposish is proving too tough. While 
gross looks like at least $9,500 for 
the week, it’s not money enough for 
attraction at this spot. Last week 
‘Vanessa’ (MG) and ‘Shadow of 
Doubt’ (MG) slipped to $9,800, but 
still oke with house. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) and ‘Sym- 
phony of Life.’ Shirley Temple re- 
sponsible for the wave of activity at 
this spot, despite fact that Lent in 
these parts usually bends the thea- 
tre because of the predominantly 
large Catholic population. Seems 
headed for at least $10,000 or more. 
Last week ‘Baboona’ (Fox) and ‘One 
More Spring’ (Fox) slipped terribly 
to $6,200 after nice st\t. 

Modern Fine Arts (1,400; 30-50- 
75)—Unfinished Symphony’ (CB). 
Finished second week engagement 
rather weak at $600. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Without Children’ (Lib) and Cab 
Calloway on stage. Calloway doing 
the business, piling them in at al- 
most every performance. Chances 
are house will cross $10,000, oke. 
Last week ‘Strange Wives’ (U) and 
Blackstone failed to hold up, but 
still oke at $8,900. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25)— 
‘Men Without Law’ (Col) ‘and 
‘Northern Frontier.’ Came through 
with $1,560 on split week. Last week 
‘Straight from the Heart’ (U) and 
‘Frontier Days’ was oke, too, at $1,- 
350 on split week, 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Whole Town Is Talking’ (Col) and 
‘Ievensong’ (GB). In the face of the 
toughest opposition house has had 
in months, this double bill is holding 
up fairly well. Week should wind 
up with at least $8,000 in the till, 
oke with house. Last week ‘Rumba’ 

(Par) and ‘Sing Sing Nights’ (Mono) 
showed surprising strength closing 
the week with an excellent $8,700. 


SCHNOZ’S PERSONAL 
UPS B’KLYN MET, 186 


Brooklyn, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Flicker biz in the downtown area 
no great shakes this week. Pictures 
are tolerable and stage fare ordi- 
nary, with one exception, and that 
’t the Loew’s Metropolitan, where 
jimmy Durante is holding sway. 
Povamount will produce only $14,000 
with ‘Rumba’ on the screen. Fox 
with ‘Marines Are Coming’ is des- 
tined to reach the $14,000 mark, 
good. Albee with double features, 
for change. 

‘Marines Are Coming’ was no 
pushover for exploitation. House 
p.a. at Fox, Larry Cowan, has an 
‘in’ at the Navy Yard. Result, third 
Battalion of the Marines and 500 
gobs showed up at the theatre for 
first night show. The Marines drilled 
for half an hour in front of the 
house, stopping traffic. Dailles car- 
ried pictures of marine officers sa- 
luting Colonel Boop (Helen Kane, 
who ig heading stage show this 
week). To complete exploitation, 
p.a. placed window cards in every 
nook and cranny of battleships now 
in the Navy Yard. 

Estimates for This Wee 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65) 











fi 


‘—‘Rumba’ (Par). Nothing extraor- 
dinary at $14,000. Last week ‘Sweet 
Music’ (WB) $18,500, good. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50-65)—‘Ma- 
rines Are Coming’ (Masc) and stage 
show with Helen Kane. Results, 
$14,000, good. Last week ‘Grand Old 
Girl’ (Radio) $11,500, blah. 

Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35-50-65) 
—Bachelor Girl’ (MG) and vaude 
featuring Jimmy Durante. Also 
second release of ‘March of Time’. 
Should do in region of $18,000, okay. 
Last week ‘Clive of India’ (UA) 
$14,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-65)—‘Night 
Life of Gods’ (U) and ‘Man of Aran’ 
(GB) and vaude. This is first time 
that house is offering two features. 
Biz is so-so, drawing only $15,000. 
Last week ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) 
$13,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Mys- 
tery Woman’ (Fox) and ‘Red Hot 
Tires’ (Fox). Will get only $4,000, 
mild. Last week ‘Behold My Wife’ 
(Par) and ‘Death Flies East’ (Col) 
$8,000, good. 


STORM DENTED OMAHA 
TAKE FOR ‘ROB,’ ‘COL.’ 


Omaha, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 

Holdover of ‘Roberta’ at the 
Brandeis is the news of the week. 
Won’t break any records, but will be 
bright at around .$5,500. The h.o: 
follows a week of bullish biz which 
started out to break all records— 
even that held by ‘Little Women’ for 
over a year—and then took it on 
the chin last two days of the week 
from the second heavy snowstorm 
in 10 days. First week was huge 
at $7,700. 

Last week Orpheum was likewise 
heading for a new record with ‘Lit- 
tle Colonel,’ but got snowed under 
the last two days. Still was strong 
at $10,000. All houses suffered from 
weather, but noticed most at Orph 
and Brandeis where records were in 
sight. 

Biz following snowstorm merely 
mediocre, and no house looking to 
any exceptional takes. Orpheum 
with ‘Sweet Music’ and ‘Winning 
Ticket’ perhaps the best of the lot 
at $7,700. Omaha with ‘One More 
Spring’ and Par with its usual split 
week about average. 

Outside competition became a 
factor Monday (11) with the open- 
ing of the combined Shrine-Aksar- 
ben circus to run through Saturday 
in the Ak Coliseum. Name attrac- 
tion of the circus is Clyde Beatty 
and one that counts. First time two 
organizations have pooled their ef- 
forts giving extra emphasis on 
ticket selling campaign. Two mats 
included in the week with top rate 
40c. Jake Isaacson, Ak exec secre- 
tary, and Rink Wright arranged. 








competition opening its doors for a 
week of ‘Wet Paint,’ translated from 
the French by a local group. 

Orph gets the nod on exploitation 
with publicity resulting from an- 
nouncement by Universal that Al- 
lene Fransen, chief usherette, gets 
winner’s prize in contest tie-up on 
‘Good Fairy. Manager Bill Miskel 
went to bat to locate stories and art, 
some of it front page. Publicity af- 
fecting both this and last week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brandies (Singer-RKO) (1,200; 
25-35-40)—‘Roberta’ (Radio) (2d 
week). Will be worthy at $5,500, 
but not record proportions. First 
week began an assault on all exist- 
ing picture records and nearly made 
it despite the heavy snowstorm that 
moved in on Wednesday. First 
stanza the tops at $7,700. 

Orpheum (Blank-Tri-States) (2,- 
976; 25-40)—‘Sweet Music’ (WB) 
and ‘Winning Ticket’ (MG). Well 
balanced program and the best of 
the new shows. Started average with 
possibilities for more, $7,700. Last 
week ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) began 
with a sock and was on the track 
for a new record when the snow 
blew in, $10,000 still grand money 
and up to Shirley’s average. ‘Rocky 
Mountain Mystery’ (Par) other half 
of bill. 

Omaha (Bland-Tri-States) (2,100; 
25-40)—‘One More Spring’ (Fox) 
and current ‘March of Time’ (FD). 
Slightly bettering last week for 
around $7,200. Biz here as at other 
houses, hasn't picked up proportion- 
ately to the mild weather which fol- 
lowed the snowstorm, and unex- 
plainable. Last week ‘After Office 
Hours’ (MG) average $7,000. 

Paramount (Blank - Tri - State) 
(2,765; 25-35-55)—‘President Van- 
ishes’ (Par) and stage show first 
three days with ‘Sorrel and Son’ 
(UA) and ‘White Cockatoo’ (WB) 
double billed other four. Whole week 
should be slightly better than last 
due to picture fare, but started out 
for the same $7,000. Last week it 
was ‘Right to Live’ (WB) and stage 
show first half with ‘Under Pres- 
sure’ (Fox) combined with ‘Enter 
Madame’ (Par) for last half, same 
figure, 





Community Playhouse also in the: 





TEMPLE $8,500, IND’POLIS 


Leads Town—‘Bergere’ 


Oke at $5,800 


Indianapolis, March 12. 


(Best Exploitation: Loew’s Palace) 

Shirley Temple is the big mag- 
net at the Apollo box office this 
week and the amount of business 
over the week-end indicates that 
her ‘Little Colonel’ will do a power- 
ful $8,500. Despite heavy rain Sun- 
day, house had standees along the 
sidewalks throughout most of the 
day. It’s a sure hold-over. 

Backed heavily by national ads 
and newspapers here ‘Ruggles of 
Red Gap’ is running at .a fairly 
good pace in the Indiana, with 
$6,200 in prospect for the week. 

‘Folies Bergere’ at Loew’s Palace 
was given the best campaign. No 
spectacular stunt but a number of 
miscellaneous tieups and a novel 
street ballyhoo. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; .25- 
40)—‘Little Colonel’ (Fox). Temple 
sprite is drawing close to record 
business with a take of $8,500 loom- 
ing. Last week ‘Sweet Music’ (WB) 
was under expectations with a 
pretty good $5,000. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—Transient Lady’. (U). Bad at 
$2,000. Last week ‘Carnival’ (Col) 
was jerked after first three days 
and ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) 
brought back to finish out a miser- 
able week at $1,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25- 
46)—‘Ruggles’ (Par). Heavy space 
in papers helped this one get away 
at a promising gait and it looks 
Okay at $6,200. Last week ‘Living 
On Velvet’ (WB), slow at $4,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40) 
—Night Life of Gods’ (U) and 
vaude. Extensive house-to-house 
distribution of heralds on. book 
angle, but business igs worst in 
weeks at only $4,900. Last week 
‘While Patient Slept’ (WB), and 
vaude, satisfactory at $6,800. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's) (2,800; 
25-40)—‘Folies Bergere’ (UA). Okay 
without being big at $5,800. Last 
week ‘Vanessa’ (MG), fair at $5,000. 


ROBERTA’ 21146, 
FRISCO RECORD 


San Francisco, March 12. 

(Best Exploitation; St. Francis) 
Frisco is having the rare sensa- 
tion of seeing the Golden Gate lead 
all houses for grosses this week. 
‘Roberta’ is doing the trick. It 
opened on Ash Wednesday in the 
midst of momentary pocket edition 
cloudbursts, hailstorms, but broke 
all house records before the after- 





‘Colonel’ 











“women’s organizations giving teas 





Screen ‘Vanessa’ and Stage ‘Vanities 


Okay $21,000, Penn, Pittsburgh 
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noon peak had passed, and kept on 
breaking. 

Thursday hail joined the rain and 
Lent to smack the houses, but hav- 
ing the prize winning Gable at the 
Warfield helped that house no end, 
even though it ran second, when for 
years it has been top dog. 

Other houses did better than ex- 
pected despite rain and the opening 
of the religious season. 

St. Francis, with ‘Sequoia’ takes 
the exploitation credit. Theatre 
used a big caged mountain lion on 
a truck which paraded all principal 
streets, and visited schools at re- 
cess and closing time, with lecturer 
to talk about California animals. 
Also Jean Parker, star of the pic, 
made personals for first three open- 
ing days. Town went for the young 
lass in a big way, with. several 


and receptions for her. 


Estimates for T. s Week 


Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-40)— 
‘Shadow of Doubt’ (WB) and ‘Two 
Heads On Pillow’ (Mono). In for 
under $6,000, not so hotsy. Last 
week round $6,200 for ‘While Pa- 
tient Slept’ (WB) and ‘Beyond 
Bengal’ (Indie). 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 30-35- 
40)—‘Roberta’ (Radio) with vaude 
and Heidt’s band. Putting all house 
records on ice for $21,500. House 
running five shows a day of picture, 
one more than usual. Looks like a 
month for this one. Last week off 
but safe at $10,800 for ‘Notorious 
Gentleman’ (Radio). 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,662; 30-35- 
40)—Town’s ‘Talking’ (Col) (2nd. 
week). Okeh at $8,000, Last three 
days will be braced for good busi- 
ness with return engagement of 
‘Happened One Night’ (Col) to cash 
in on Gable-Colbert Acad win. Last 
week (ist) all right at better than 
$9,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,670; 30- 
35-40)—‘Love in Bloom’ (Par) and 
‘Great Hotel Murder’ (Fox). Doing 
nice at $10,000. Last week ‘Vanessa’ 
(MG) and ‘Car 99’ (Par) socked ’em 
for a pretty $14,200. - 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,426; 30- 
35-55)—‘Sequoia’ (MG). With good 
exploitation and personal of Jean 
Parker ought to click for a nice 
$6,000. Last week ‘Little Colonel’ 
(Fox) on moveover from Warfield 
did oke at $5,500. 

United Artists (UA) (1,200; 30- 
35-55) —‘Folies Bergere’ (UA). May 
do good $6,500. Last week ‘Don 
Juan’ (UA) pretty poor at $3,000. 

Warfield (F-WC)—‘After Office 
Hours’ (MG) with vaude and Roes- 
ner’s music, All right at better than 
$20,000. Last week ‘Sweet Music’ 
(WB) barely $15,500. Fans no likum 
Rudy out here, 





Folies Tab Aids ‘Transient Lady, 
1146; ‘Lil Colonel’ 11G's; Mpls. OK 





Minneapolis, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 

Nip and tuck between the Or- 
pheum and State this week for b.o., 
with both houses well on their way 
over the top to profitable grosses. 
Singer theatre is extracting plenty 
of shekels with a highly ballyhooed 
stage attraction, ‘Folies de Paree,’ 
while the State’s sock is ‘The Little 
Colonel,’ which may run nine or 10 
days. 

‘Rumba,’ at the Century, is prov- 
ing a very mild box-officer, but ‘It 
Happened One Night,’ brought back 
to the usually first-run, sure-seater 
Time on the strength of the pub- 
licity attendant upon its Academy 
award, promises to give the Art 
Johnson house its best week in more 
than a month. They’re coming in 
droves to see this ‘best 1934 picture’ 
again. 

‘Iron Duke’ holds over for a third 
straight week at the World, where 
it has been doing satisfactorily and 
where a slash in admission prices 
together with an added attraction, 
the second issue of ‘March of Time,’ 
is expected to put it over for an- 
other seven days. The admission 
cut brings down the top from Tic 
to 50c for boxes and loges and 50c to 
40c for the balance of the house 
after 6 p.m. 

Orpheum had a tie-up with the 
Journal whereby pictures of ‘Folies 
de Paree’ girls making the rounds 
of the Auto Show at the Auditorium 
were run in the newspaper, attract- 
ing much attention. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 25-35- 
40)—‘Rumba’ (Par). Not setting the 


box office afire, will be lucky to top 
$4,000, light, Last week, ‘One 
More Spring’ (Fox), $5,400, fairly 
good. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40)—‘Transient Lady’ (U) and, on 
stage, ‘Folies de Paree.’ Stage show, 
effectively sold by Manager Emil 


Franke, and getting over nicely, the 


draw. Picture also oke. Looks like 
maybe $11,500, good. Last week, 
“tia pe x 5 “ -“ ~ 
a a EO Ce ws 





fair. 


‘Living on Velvet’ (FN) and vaude- 
ville, $8,000, fair. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Little Colonel’ (Fox). Shirley 
Temple bringing this house to life 
after a somewhat lengthy demise, 
$11,000, good. Going strong and 
may be held over an extra day to 
get the house back on a Thursday 
or Friday opening. Started on 
Wednesday, a day ahead of time, 
when ‘Sweet Music’ was yanked af- 
ter six days. Last week, ‘Sweet Music’ 
(WB), only six days and $4,800, poor. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Iron Duke’ (GB) (3rd week) 
and ‘March of Time.’ Drop in scale 
should help to a satisfactory $2,000; 
second week, $2,100, okeh. 

Time (Johnson) (250; 15-20-25)— 
‘Happened One Night’ (Col). Bring- 
ing this one back a smart move. 
Thriving on newspaper publicity 
which followed Academy award. 
Headed for big $1,600. Last week, 
‘Carnival’ (Col), $4,000, light. 

Palace (Benz) (1,900; 15-20-25)— 
‘White Lies’ (Col) and _ vaude. 
Steady fair pace here, running at 
around $3,800 clip. Last week, ‘Se- 
cret of Chateau’ (U) and vaude, 
$3,500, fair. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Copperfield’ (MG). Tripping  to- 
ward very good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par), $2,500, good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox). Very well sold and 


may gather in very satisfactory 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Rocky Mountain 
Mystery’ (Par), $2,200, oke. 

Grand (Publix) (1,200; 15-25)— 


‘Forsaking All Others’ (MG). Sec- 
ond loop run, likely to reach $1,200, 
pretty good. Last week, ‘Little Min- 
ister’ (Radio), second loop run 
$1,000, okay. 

Aster (Publix) 
‘Barnum’ (MG) and 
(Fox), third loop runs, split. 
ering in satisfactory $900. 
week, ‘President Vanishes’ (Par), 
‘Band Plays On’ (MG) and ‘Gav 


(900; 15-25)— 
‘Bright Eyes’ 
Gath- 
Last 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 


(Best Exploitation: Penn) 

If they want a show in this burg, 
they'll buy it at any price. Other- 
wise, you can't give it away. Best 
example of that is to be found in 
Fulton’s current experience. Sev- 
eral weeks ago, house kept pace in 
price war by dropping its top from 
40 cents to two-bits and nothing 
happened. This week with ‘Little 
Colonel,’ Fulton returned to its old 
scale and is crocking the town. 
Smashing first three days herald a 
sizzling $9,000 session and a cinch 
for a holdover. 

Only other attraction around get- 
ting dough is combination of ‘Van- 
essa: Her Love Story’ and Earl 
Carroll ‘Vanities’ at Penn, where 
$21,000 seems to be a likely guess 
and most of credit going to stage 
draw. Otherwise, however, things 
aren’t so hot. Last-minute decision 
to open Davis for ‘Roberta’ after its 
great week at Stanley gave the 
flicker something of a handicap to 
overcome at outset, but should hit 
stride and chalk off a fair enough 
$4,200 on six days. 

Alvin concentrating chiefly on 
Fred Bradna’s indoor circus, pass- 
ing up ‘When a Man’s a Man’ al- 
most entirely, but one big day, Sat- 
urday, with the kids flocking, tells 
the story and remainder of week 
just so-so. Maybe $9,000, but doubt- 
ful. At the Stanley, ‘Living on Vel- 
vet’ taking it plenty on the chin 
and will be lucky to wind up with 
‘$5,000, while the Warner, double- 
hilling ‘While the Patient Slept’ and 
‘Let’s Live Tonight,’ shapes up like 
another also-ran at $3,300. 

Penn concentrated most of its ex- 
ploitation on stage ‘Vanities’ this 
week, tying up a lot of newspaper 
advertising with Boggs and Buhl 
fashion show, May-Stern television 
display and Fort Pitt Brewing 
Company, all featuring tab’s beau- 
ties. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘When a Man’s a Man’ (Fox) and 
Fred Bradna’s indoor circus, House 
selling practically stage show alone, 
but sensational Saturday with kid- 
dies flocking looks like it’s only 
flurry. Tough to get them in during 
week, which will account for only a 
$9,000 if that. Last week ‘Good 
Fairy’ (U) and stage show around 
$8,500. 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-40)—‘Ro- 
berta’ (Radio). Brought here at last 
minute after swell week at Stanley 
and off to poor start due to quick 
decision. Picked up in second day, 
however, and should pull down 
$4,200 on the week, which isn’t bad. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 15-25- 
40)—‘Little Colonel’ (Fox). Back to 
the old scale with house enjoying 
outstanding week in months. Head- 
ing for a great $9,000 and a sure 
holdover. ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ slated 
to follow. Last week ‘Evergreen’ 
(GB) at two-bit price not so bad 
at $4,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-40) 
—Vanessa’ (MG) and Earl Carroll 
‘Vanities.’ Combo, with stage pre- 
dominating, has a definite b.o. twang 
and should click off neat $21,090, 
which is all right. Last week ‘After 
Office Hours’ (MG) and stage show 
with George Jessel about the same, 

Stanley (WB) (38,600; 25-40)— 
‘Living on Velvet’ (WB). House 
will take it on the chin. Woefully 
weak getaway and no improvement 
in sight, with miserable $5,000 pres- 
ent prospect. Last week ‘Roberta’ 
(Radio) at $17,500 best straight-pic- 
ture takings here in more than 18 
months. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘While the Patient Slept’ (FN) and 
‘Let’s Live Tonight’ (Col). It’s the 
eight-ball for this dual and not 
much chance of going above $3,300, 
plenty on the wrong side of the 
ledger. Last week ‘Murder on the 
Honeymoon’ (Radio) and ‘Enchant- 
ed April’ (Radio) somewhat better 
at close to $4,000. 


FILMER’S $25,000 CLAIM 

Detroit, March 12. 
Aftermath of tragic Kern's hotel 
fire, in Lansing, in which two per- 
sons connected with the show busi- 
ness were involved, brings a $25,000 
damage suit. Harris A. Silverburg, 
National Screen representative filed 








the suit accusing hotel of negligence. 
Harris saved his life by hanging 
from window ledge, then dropping 


three stories through marquee, seri- 
ously injuring his legs. 

Filmite is convalescing 
Florida, 


now in 


‘DRUNKARD’S’ FILM REEL 
Hollywood, March 12. 
Louis Weiss starts production to- 


morrow (Wednesday) on featurette 
version of ‘The Drunkard.’ Picture 
will be made at Argosy studios with 
Al Herman directing and Bert 
Sternback supervising. 

Screen play and script for the 


picture, which is slated for release 
-in four reels, Was prepared by Al 





Bride’ (MG), :econd loop runs, $790, } 


Martin, 
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VARIETY Wednesday, March 13, 1933 _ 











‘$0 OVERWHELMING .. 
TO PRINT FIRST.......:, 


poured in! ... Broken records pile upon broken records! 
WHOLE COUNTRY UPSIDE DOWN! .. . It's the first picture} 





Baltimore, shatters all precedent and holds picture for third week]} 


..-In Los Angeles they opened the Hillstreet at 7 A. M. Friday 


the picture running day and date at Warners Hollywood .. ,. 





“smashes all records as far back as records show”... a 


history of house.”. . . Held over at Fox Theatre, Detroit—': 
the picture the longest playing time of any attraction since): 
g 


of run—and continuing ... Hundreds wait in the rain to 
“Looks like a five-week run,” is the word from Music 


largest business since 1981,” wires R: K. Kehrberg, — 





ness... played to 37,000 admissions in seven day 
ing day than on “Gay Divorcee.”...and at Radio 


and still the records 





THAT'S WHY 
RKO-RADIO PICTURE wie 


THREE OF THE NATION’S FAVORITES K E E > 
IRENE DUNNE EXTEN 
THE GOLDEN GIRL WITH THE SILVER "SONG . 


FRED ASTAIRE 
GINGER ROGERS 


DANCING STARS OF “GAY DIVORCEE” 


JEROME KERN'S DAZZLING MUSICAL ROMANCE ... SURPASSING 
ON THE SCREEN ITS MIGHTY STAGE SUCCESS. **. with RANDOLPH 
SCOTT « HELEN WESTLEY « VICTOR VARCONI *« CLAIRE DODD 


From the play , Roberta.” Book and lyrics by Otto Harbach. 
Directed by WILLIAM A. SEITER. A PANDRO S, BERMAN PRODUCTION. 
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first picture to hold over in three years... 
they‘ve been in business. . 


get into the Orpheum, St. Louis . 


Wednesday, March 13, be 
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WE DON'T KNOW WHAT 


the history of show business has such a flood of frenzied wires 
. - e Holdovers tumble over holdovers! ...IT’S TURNED THE 


held over at Keith's, Syracuse, in fifteen years. . 





. Izzy Rappaport, Hippodrome, 
..». San Francisco breaks all existing records at the Golden Gate — expects five weeks 
and again at 7 A. M. Saturday, running straight through until midnight Sunday— with 
Brandeis Theatre, Omaha, tops “Little Women” gross to new high... Palace, Akron, 
Philadelphia, “played to best day's gross since 1930, and ran first midnight show in 
Maine and New Rinmaliies Circuit gives 
. Cleveland reports holdout of crowds one hour after start 
.. “Biggest in years,” says Keith's, Washington... 
. An absolute smash at Oklahoma City and Tulsa. . 


Box, Seattle . . . “Opened to 


— Theatre, Sheldon, Ia. ... Des Moines goes into second week to double average busi- 





days 


in Dayton... Mainstreet Theatre, Kansas City played to 2,500 more admissions open- 


adic! City Music Hall, the biggest week-end business since the world’s largest theatre opened. 
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WE CONTINUE TO SAY... 


TIME OPEN FOR 
DED RUNS! 
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GLORIA STUART 
VIRGINIA WEIDLER 


DIRECTED BY GEO. STEVENS 
PANDRO S$. BERMAN 
P ROO UC TtoOon 
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ROBERTA 


Radio production and release. Stars Irene 
Dunne, Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Di- 
tor, William A. Seifter. Producer, Pan- 
ro 8S. Berman. Based on stage musical of 
me name by Jerome Kern and Otto Har- 
ach; from novel by Alice Duer Muller; 
adaptation, Jane Murfin and Sam Mintz; 
additional songs by Kern and Harbach, 
Dorothy Fields and Jimmy McHugh; addi- 
tional dialog. Allam Scott and Glenn Tryon; 
musical director, Max Steiner; dance director, 
Hermes Pan; editor, William Hamilton; 
camera, Edward Cronjager. At R, C. Music 
Hall, N. Y., week March 7, ‘35. Running 


time, 105 mins. 
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itcnssesee ecccceescessessRandolph Scott 
MOOSTER..ccccce Cccccccccccess Helen Westley 
Ladislaw.. eeccccece -Victor Varconi 
SRseecteces Coccccccccscoces Claire Dodd 
) aren PTETTTITIT TT err Te Luis Alberni 
Lord Delves....s+s+eee+.-Ferdinand Munier 
Albert...... eeecevescceeesss»-lorben Meyer 
Professor eee eeeeeeereeee _Adrian Rosley 
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‘Roberta’ is musical picture-mak- 
ing at its best—fast, smart, good 
looking and tuneful. It rates as 


box office on entertainment alone, 
but there are Fred Astaire, Irene 
Dunne and Ginger Rogers on top of 
the title to make it that much 
easier. 

The screen ‘Roberta’ is superior 
in every department to the stage 
original from which it was adapted, 
and that is complimentary indeed, 
for the legit ‘Roberta’ was a beauti- 
fully produced show and a hit. The 
original ‘Roberta's’ chief assets were 
fine music and good taste. The pic- 
ture retained both of these and ac- 
cumulated a stronger story and bet- 
ter gait along the way. 

Compared to most picture musi- 
cals, ‘Roberta’ is simplicity personi- 
fied. It has its moments of produc- 
tion stuff, but not along the usual 
high, wide and colossal lines. It 
goes in for flash via a fashion show, 
(which was also in the stage ver- 
sion) but uses only six girls, yet 
done so effectively it serves the pur- 
pose of a sound stage full of 
chorines. 

As with ‘The Gay Divorcee,’ they’ll 
be watching the bottom of the 
gecreen whenever Astaire is. on, 
often but not too often. When not 
dancing in ‘Roberta’ Astaire is try- 
ing for laughs, and he can light 
comedy with the best of them. 
Which makes it a lot safer for As- 
taire in pictures in case they ever 
tire of the stepping. Meanwhile he 
can consider himself a Christopher 
Columbus who has discovered for 
the boys and girls on the hoof a 
new world—Hollywood. There are 
other dancers around who can 
troupe as well as dance, and now 
that Astaire has led the way, they 
may follow. 

In Ginger Rogers, and as long as 
he can continue dancing on the 
screen, Astaire has found an ideal 
partner. Miss Rogers dances well 
enough to be able to hold her own 
in the stepping numbers, which is 
something when dancing with 
Astaire. Besides which she looks 
better and works better with each 
succeeding picture. In ‘Roberta’ 
Miss Rogers makes an authoritative 
bid for the title of No. 1 Hollywood 
ingenue. Her work here includes an 
imitation, unannounced, of Lyda 
Roberti, who played the stage role. 

Irene Dunne looks like a million 
and sings like just as much. Her 
voice registers better here than in 
previous films in which she has 
warbled. 

That Astaire, Miss Dunne and 
Miss Rogers fit so well into their 
respective roles in this musical is 
doubtlessly due not a little to‘their 
backgrounds. All have had the 
practical stage experience to know 
a music cue when they hear it, and 
when they go into their song or 
dance they know what they're do- 
ing. No made-to-order musical 
players are they, and in having As- 
taire-Dunne-Rogers as a starring 
combination to work with in this in- 
stance, Producer Berman and Di- 
rector Seiter were indeed fortunate. 

For support the lead trio has, 
principally, Randolph Scott, Helea 
Westley, Victor Varconi, Claire Dodd 
and Luis Alberni. None of musical 
classification, but none required to 
join the s. and d. stuff, and they all 


turn in nice performances. 
Biggest weakness in the stage 
‘Roberta’ was in the story. It isn't 


changed much in the adaptation, but 
new dialog marks the. difference. 
On the screen the same _ story, 
thanks to the treatment accorded it, 
bears up remarkably well. Basically 


it was an ideal. picture yarn any- 
way, for the screen can do things 
with a modiste’s shop locale and 2 


fashion show finale that the legit 
stage’s limitations, not to mention 
the legit stage’s bankroll, would not 
permit. 
As in 
footballer 


version, the 
to Paris 


the original 
still comes over 
with his pal’s Indiana jazz band 
and inherits his devoted aunt's 
gown emporium. A night club side 
provides the necessary elbow room 
to allow for the Astaire and Astaire- 
Rogers dancing and singing. Miss 
Dunne does her singing in the dress 
shop, but the customers aren't 
likely to mind. The band is used 
for some excellent comedy by-plays. 


Fashion displays ordinarily intor- 
est the women, but the beauts de- 
monstrating the duds won't make 


the male clientele shut their eves. 
Jerome Kern's ‘Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes,’ none the worse for ether 
wear and tear, is still good enough 
to rate its preferred spot in the pic- 
ture’s score. Added to the Kern- 


Harbach compositions from the 
show are some highly listenable 
tunes by the same team plus Doro- 
thy Fields and Jimmy McHugh. 
Bige. 


AFTER OFFICE HOURS 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production and re- 
lease. Stars Clark Gable and Constance 
Bennett. Directed by Robert Z. Leonard. 
Screen play, Herman J. Mankiewicz, from 
original by Laurence Stallings and Dale 





Van Every. Producer, Bernard H. Hyman. 
Camera, Charles Rosher. At Capitol, N. Y., 
week March 8, ‘35. Running time, 73 
mins. 

Sharon Norwood..... +»-Constance Bennett 
Jim Branch... .ccocecse eocccecess Clark Gable 
Hank Parr..... eecocccessess Stuart Erwin 
Mrs. Norweod..cccocccccessece Billie Burke 
Tommy Bannister......... Harvey Stephens 
Mrs. Patterson.......Katharine Alexander 
BaP, POCtOrSOR. ccccccccseces Hale Hamilton 
Cap cccccccvscccccesccccseess Henry Travers 
Italian seccccocecsecccccsess Henry Armetta 
JOTdAN ecoscoseseeseeees-Charles Richman 
Barlow cecccccvccccssccees Herbert Bunston 


Gable and Bennett will have to 
carry this one, and Miss Bennett 
suffers in comparison to the flip, 
breezy atmosphere created by her 
male vis-a-vis. Granting that 
Gable’s newspaper managing editor 
provides better ammunition for gen- 
eral appeal, Miss Bennett's socialite 
music critic (as a switch from the 
sobbie) is still too stiff and gener- 
ally negative. 

Story deficiencies, especially on 
the news angles, are surprising, par- 
ticularly in view of scriptists Stall- 
ings, Van Every and Mankiewicz 
having been newspapermen. Faith- 
ful detail is sacrificed at the altar 
of a_society-melodramatic yarn 
which, if it fully achieved its pur- 
pose, would brook no quarrel. Either 
way, however, it’s incidental as the 
sum total of the story structure is 
lacking. It’s a conventignal who- 
dunit of familiar and obvious pat- 
tern. 

Gable is a managing editor who 
seemingly is his own best leg man. 
Piqued at the publisher's desire to 
cover up on a society scandal, it is 
not convincingly established just 
why he personally elects to mix in 
swanky east river (N. Y.) nitery- 
yacht clubs, become entangled with 
a socialite parasite, fall for the 
femme music critic whom he had 
just fired and, in toto chase all over 
the landscape. Not that Gable’s 
antics don't serve some good pur- 
pose in propelling the action and 
injecting good humor, no matter 
how synthetic it may be. 

In the comedy department Stuart 
Erwin assists adequately in one of 
those blindly-trusting, dumb-luck 
assignments as the camera hound. 
Histrionically Billie Burke, again as 
m fluttery matron, and Harvey 
Stephens, as_ the light heavy, 
eclipse most of the cast. Katharine 
Alexander, as a faithless wife, does 
her chore competently if briefly and 
Hale Hamilton is a_ satisfactory 
albeit vague inebriate of a husband 
who is being double-crossed. 

Production is in the 1935 manner 
which, with the stellar draw and the 
strong cast, should provide mildly 
satisfactory entertainment. Abel. 


All the King’s Horses 


(MUSICAL) 


Paramount production and release. 
stars Carl Brisson and Mary Lewis. 
rected by Frank Tuttle. Based on operetta 
of same mame by Laurence Clark and Max 


Co- 
Di- 


Glersberg, in turn based on play by Fred- 
erick Herendeen and Edward Horan; 
adaptation, Frank Tuttle and Frederick 
Stephani; dances, LeRoy Prinz; music, 
Sam Coslow; camera, Henry Sharp. At 
Rialto, N. Y¥., week March 7, '35. Running 
time, 86 mins. 

King Rudolph , iteanctboave Carl Brisson 
Carlo Rocco 

Elaine, the Queen........++..¢: Mary Ellis 
| ee Edward Everett Horton 
DCS a Gandkokewsren’ Katherine DeMille 
COR Gamers. ccc icsedeveict Eugene Pallette 
Baron »Kraemer. :..eceeeenss-- Arnold Korff 
PN sGibs dade 54606 vad eeee+-Marina Schubert 


Count Batthy....... eceee * Stanley Andrews 


A clumsy picture with so many 
obvious flaws that its one or two 
good points are lost. It proves, if 
anything, that only specialists can 
be trusted with the brittle artificial- 
ity of a musical film. This picture 
will have trouble standing alone. 

Adding to the punchless, mean- 
dering incredi’ility of the story is 
the fact that Paramount had to take 
all the snap out of the stage show’s 
plot. That ran to the sexy side 
when a queen participates in a 
realistic evening of love with a man 
who looks like the king. Therefore, 
another double-identity plot. With 
the only excuse for the story re- 
moved and with the pseudo-king’s 
comedy statesmanship an auxiliary 


source of amusement in the stage 
version, and also chucked over- 
board, there isn’t much left except 


rather lengthy solos by Carl Brisson 
and MaryEllis. 

These singing interludes are back 
in 1930 so far as camera and re- 
cording technique is concerned. 
srisson sings one entire number to 
himself, while fingering a goblet of 
champagne, with nobody else in the 
room and mostly looking into the 
camera, Later, also to herself, Miss 
Lewis bursts into song with the 
camera trained on a fixed point. 

‘Doing the Viennese’ is an imagi- 
native production number’ which 
gives the picture a few minutes of 
glamour just before the finale, and 
there are one or two songs by Sam 
Coslow that are nice enough, 
notably ‘White Gardenia,’ which al- 





ready-has been played around. But 
these merits cannot balance the 
mountain of debits. Land, 


——SS_=. 








Miniature Reviews 


‘Roberta’ (Radio). Fred As- 
taire-Irene Dunne-Ginger Rog- 
ers starring in a corking mu- 
sical, 

‘After Office Hours’ (M-G). 
Gable and Bennett should off- 
set the basic story deficiencies 
for a neat but not gaudy fea- 
ture, 

‘All the King’s Horses’ (Par). 
Clumsily produced operetta and 
dull. 

‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par). 
Plenty of marquee strength 
and dynamite on the inside, 
An A-1 comedy. 

‘Living on Velvet’ (FN). 
Three good names but doubt- 
ful of pulling above ordinary 
business. 

‘Enchanted April’ (Radio). 
Ann Harding and strong sup- 
port in feeble entertainment 
material, 

‘Mysterious Mr. Wong’ 
(Mono), Lot of gruesome kill- 
ings in Chinatown and the 
wisecracking reporter gets his 
man. For the nabes, 

‘Transient Lady’ (U). Several 
good players, but story isn’t 
strong enough. 

‘Crimson Trail’ (U). Fairly 
exciting Buck Jones exploit. 


RUGGLES OF RED GAP 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
Charles Laughton, Mary. Boland, Charles 
Ruggles, Zasu Pitts, Roland Young, Leila 
Hyams. Directed by Leo McCarey. Pro- 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr. Screen 
play, Walter De Leon and Harlan Thomp- 
son; adaptation, Humphrey Pearson; from 
novel by Harry Leon Wilson; camera, Al- 
fred Gilks. At Paramount, N. Y., week 











March 6, '35. Running time, 90 mins. 
Ruggles ...... cocceceree ee Laughton 
Mrs. Effie Sees ° .Mary Boland 







Egbert Fioud.. "Charlie Ruggles 
Mrs, JUGSON....ccccccccceccesess ZaSu Pitts 
Earl of Burnstead.. ° -Roland Young 
Nell Kenner..... coe ..-Leila Hyams 
‘Ma’ Pettingill. ....ccccseces Maude Eburne 


Charles Belknap-Jackson..Lucien Littlefield 


Mrs, Charles Belknap-Jackson, 
Leota Lorraine 


Jeff Tuttle... .cccccccseccerees James Burke 
Jake Henshaw..... eeeees--Clarence Wilson 
Mrs, Wallaby.......+....-Augusta Anderson 
Mrs. Judy Ballard. ecceeeese- brenda Fowler 
Mrs. Carey.. coon .Sarah Edwards 


There are six names above the 
title of this swell picture. All are 
effective enough to deserve that rat- 
ing, but the ace credit belongs to 
Leo McCarey, the director. McCarey 
has turned out a fast and furiously 
funny film which should have no 
trouble establishing itself as a box- 
office leader in almost every spot. 
Besides being amusing and well 
handled, it has the unusual elements 
of combining adult and _ sophisti- 
cated class draw with that of fam- 
ily audiences. 

Film is a perfect example of what 
smart handling behind the camera 
can do. It could as easily have been 
a cheap, hoke comedy getting no- 
where, and accomplishing little. 
Original novel has been a near 
classic for many years, and it has 
been made as a film twice before, 
once by Essanay (1918) and by 
Paramount (1923). Edward E. Hor- 
ton played the name part the last 
time out and it was a successful b.o. 
film. But this time all the old 
copies have been thrown away and 
yarn is handled from a completely 


fresh standpoint—with gratifying 
results. 
It’s the fine casting that will prob- 


ably stand out to most viewers. 
Charles Laughton is Ruggles, the 
British valet incomparable. And he 
turns in a performance that will 
surprise ‘some and widen his appeal 
by far. He's played comedy before 
(‘Henry VIII’), but here he is doing 
it differently. It’s not. satire; it’s 
not a pathological character study. 
Just plain comedy, and he’s splen- 
did, especially when he uses that 
dead pan. 

Charles Ruggles has, perhaps, the 
toughest assignment, and Roland 
Young runs a small part into one of 
the high spot performances. The 
women, too, are all happily spotted. 

Story is a bit dated and would be 
dangerous if not so well treated. It 
plants Elmer (Ruggles) and his wife 
(Mary Boland) in Paris. Elmer has 
a fetish for checked suits, spurred 
boots and ten-gallon hats. Effie 
wants to play the lady. They play 
poker with the Earl of Burnstead 
(Young) and win his butler, Rug- 
gles (Laughton). They take him 
back to Red Gap, state of Washing- 
ton, with them, There Ruggles is 
mistaken for a British army cap- 
tain and becomes a celebrity. That 
gives him the idea of freedom and 
standing on his own. He falls in 
love with Mrs, Judson (Zasu Pitts) 
and opens a restaurant. And to 
round out the tale the Earl comes 


visiting, meets Nell Kenner and 
marries her. 
McCarey has kept this yarn 


flowing constantly and surely for 90 
minutes. None of it drags. Adapta- 
tion and dialog are extra good and 
a decided help, and just to top 
everything off McCarey has a scene 
about three-quarters through the 
film which is so dangerous and au- 
dacious that it almost startles. He 
has Laughton, at that point, recit- 
ing in full Lincoln’s Gettysburg ad- 
dress. It doesn’t seem to belong in 
merely reading of it, but it’s so 





deftly handled and beautifully done 
by Laughton that this serious mo- 
ment turns into the high spot of 
the picture. 

On the other end of the pendu- 
lum, there is an early scene, in 
Paris, where Charles Ruggles and 
Laughton meet James Burke, latter 
being another rough - and - ready 
American westerner. They all go 
out on a binge together, and the se- 
quence is just about the comedy 
high spot of the season. 

If there is any criticism at all, 
it is that the timing is occasionally 
faulty, the laughs sometimes over- 
lapping. But who can hate a pic- 
ture on that account? Kauf. 


LIVING ON VELVET 


First production and Warner 
Brog release. Stars Kay Francis. Fea- 
tures Warren William, George Brent, Di- 
rected by Frank Borzage. Story and screen 
play, Jerry Wald; camera, Sid Hickox. At 
Strand, N. Y., week Marck 7. Running 
time, 77 mins, 

Amy Prentiss...... eocccce 
Terry Parker..... 
Walter Pritcham.. 
Aunt Martha....... 





National 


. Kay Francis 
“George Brent 
: Warren William 
wecce Helen Lowell 





Three good players work hard to 
put over a story which starts off 
with a crash in which an amateur 
air pilot drops with his family. He 
alone survives. This macabre idea 
is then carried all the way to the 
finish line with an attempt at a 
happy ending which many spec- 
tators will feel to be impossible. At 
no time does the story develop 
strength, and for the greater part 
it is light comedy against a morbid 
background. Hence, the outlook for 
this film is ordinary. 

Basic idea is that Brent crashes 
his plane when he runs out of gas 
in a fog. His mother, father and 
sister are killed. He figures that he 
was destined to share their fate so 
from thereon believes he has rain- 
check and it’s all velvet. It upsets 
his mental equilibrium and leaves 
him a flighty lunatic with an un- 
social complex. He has only one 
friend who remains faithful, War- 
ren William. 

William picks him up after an 
escapade, getting him out of a jam 
with the air authorities and taking 
him to a party where he meets Kay 
Francis, with whom William is in 
love. Brent acts with caddish 
crudeness toward the other guests 
until he meets Miss Francis. Both 
fall in love and she deserts the 
party, though it’s at her own home, 
to go bus riding with Brent. Wil- 
liam, a glutton for punishment, not 
only gives Miss Francis up but 
finances the wedding and lends them 
a summer home, supposed to be in 
Patchogue but which has a back- 
ground of mountains that Long 
Island never saw. 

Brent eventually crashes in an 
auto and the shock is supposed to 
straighten him out mentally. And 
that provides the final clutch. Orig- 
inally it was planned to have Brent 
die and shunt the girl back to 
William. The new ending appears 
an afterthought, possibly will be 
liked better, but cannot save what 
has gone before. 

Picture is helped by some brightly 
written dialog to illustrate Brent's 
absolute irresponsibility. It gets 
some laugh reactions, but the situ- 
ation is too painful to permit the 
comedy to have full force. Produc- 
tion is excellent and the direction 
good. 

Brent does a consistently good job 
as the aviator. He gives just the 
right impulsiveness to his aberra- 
tion, and purely as acting it is com- 
mendable. But the better he is the 
more it hurts the story. William 
has less to do although he plays 
well, and Miss Francis often wins 
sympathy even though the character 
deserves none. Helen Lowell is the 
only other player to get even a half 
chance. Others are merely in and 
outs with nothing to do with the ad- 
vancement of the story. As usual 
Miss Francis wears some gorgeous 
gowns, which the women will like 
and this should help. Chic. 


ENCHANTED APRIL 








Radio production and release, Stars Ann 
Harding. Directed by Harry Beaumont. 
Producer, Kenneth MacGowan. From 
nevel by ‘Elizabeth,’ dramatized by Kane 
Campbell; adaptation, Samuel Hoffenstein 
and Ray Harris. At Roxy, N. Y., week 
March 8. ’35. Running time, 66 mins. 
Fs fe gi” ee eee Ann Harding 
Mellersh Wilkins............ Frank Morgan 
Rose Arbuthnot Katharine Alexander 
Henry Arbuthnot Reginald Owen 
Lady C a ‘ .Jane Baxter 
Beppo Bris ..Ralph Forbes 
EG, PW iUMOl. 0+ 6666b00eesnce 062 «4 Jessie Ralph 
a... ..-Charlegs Judels 
DP PMOOOCR ci 6 0 66 0bd08 bb bes 258 Rafaela Ottiano 

A good cast exercises itself in 
‘Enchanted April,’ but the story fails 
to provide much meat for Ann 
Harding, Frank Morgan, Reginald 
Owen, Jane Baxter, Katherine Alex- 
ander and others who wander 
through it. The Harding name and 
any lack of competition around it 
may bring takings up to average in 


‘April,’ but the odds 
in the other direc- 


some spots for 
point strongly 
tion. 

Very British {n background and 
proceeding at all times with a lifted 


eyebrow, picture is a little too 
snooty to enjoy wide appeal. Its 
subtleties, few as they are, will go 


over the heads of most audiences. 
This may 
edy, which 
sophistication, but had it 
grounded in a weightier storys. it 


(Continued on page 27) 


also be true of the com- 
has a distinct flavor of 
been | 


Short Subjects 


‘MARCH OF TIME/ 
Second Issue 
23 Mins. 
N. Y. { 


Capitol, 
First Division 

Second of the ‘March of Timé 
magazine-newsreels ig as good ag 
the first, if not a shade better. 

Opening of the five chapters 
comprising Release No. 2 sets @ 
fast pace. It’s the news behind the 
news, and is set in the N. Y. Daily 
News’ editorial offices. Editor Duell 
and circulation manager Annenberg 
are awaiting zero hour on the 
ap een verdict. Plates and 

flash stories on the jury's decision, 
either way, are set and awaiting An- 
nenberg’s orders to ‘let ‘er roll? 
Comes news reporter Robert Cone 
way’s scoop flash on the real dee 
cision, later complicated by the first 
erroneous radio report. Duell, howe- 
ever, knows his newsmen and de- 
spite the 2-1 count against Conway 
observes that Conway can be just 
as right. The subsequent AP bul- 
letin refuting its own original bul- 
letin finally results in the News’ 
scoop of the town by _ several 
minutes and the sale of 2,000,000 
copies of that one extra. 

As in the previous ‘March of 
Time’ cinematic dramatizations, as 
far as possible the real life in- 
dividuals are utilized to reenact 
anything which ‘Time’ wants, 
Where that’s impossible, as in the 
concluding Hitler reel, which shows 
the Bavarian corporal as the ‘most 
suspected and the most distrusted 
ruler in the world today’ (from 
‘March of Time's’ own spiel). a 
shadow suggestion study of the 
Reichsfuehrer indicates the burden 
of the world’s opprobrium weight- 
ing him down. 

At the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology Prof. Edgerton's new 
world's-fastest-action-camera is de- 
picted with some highly interesting 
lens tests. 

The least theatre-appealing, if 
perhaps the most worthy practical 
contribution to maritime safety, 
constitutes the midportion of the 
five enisodes. It has to do with 
oceanic safety devices to forfend 
any more disasters, but it’s a bit 
too academic. 

No. 4, convict Huddie Ledbetter 
(known as Leadbelly) is shown 
singing himself out of long-term 
prison sentences because this con- 





vict-Negro contributes the true 
American folk song—the hillbilly 
type of chant—to the official 


archives in the Library of Con- 
gress’ Music Division. He was par- 
doned in both Texas and Louisiana 
on the strength of his grinning 
mien, expressive banjo and natively 
rich vocal delivery of self-com- 
posed American folk songs. 

The concluding Hitler episode ifs 
a review of the European political 
situation and the manner in which 
all of the other rowers are now al- 
lied against Germany because of 
common distrust of Hitler’s general 
motives and policies, 

In toto, the second ‘March of 
Time’ is, as before stated, more 
than a newsreel. It’s a most skill- 
ful visualization of important and 
little known news happenings. As 
a theatre entity every monthly is- 
sue should automatically make any 
deluxer a double feature house. for 
this newsreel is unquestionably a 
No. 2 feature. Abel. 


‘SEE, SEE SENORITA’ 
Tito Guizar, Armida 
Songs and Dancing 
20 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 

Vitaphone 9131-32 

Medley of production stuff with a 
Spanish background. Whipped into 
a novelty through offering it as a 
home projection of some 16 mm, 
film brought back by a married 
couple from a trip and who have 
ealled in their friends. 

Shows the man or. the loose with 
a flock of castanet snappers, but 
evens when the final shot reveals 
that the wife had a little flirtation, 
too. 

Some good dancing and singing 
and two reeler should be generally 


useful, Chie. 
‘THE LITTLE BIG TOP’ 
Comedy { 
18 Mins. 

Roxy, N. Y. 

Educational 

A two-reeler built for Poodles 

Hanneford of the circus family. 


Managing a fair share of laughs and 











containing novelty, short passes 
muster for the general trade. 

Kids are trying to get an amateur 
circus together for orphans, one of 
the promoters of the affair buying 
a horse which turns out to have 
been stolen from a circus. When 
Hanneford comes up to claim it, he 
agrees not to spof plans but to 
show up himself and heip the 
youngsters put on their show. This 


is his excuse to do his regular cire 
cus routine, 


Juvenile love interest figures but 
won't even get the adolescents to 
chew their gum faster. Char, 


MONO UPS PIERSON 
Hollywood, March 12. 
Car! Pierson, film editor at Monoe 
gram, has been upped to director. 


Draws ‘Paradise Ranch’ as ine 
itialer, 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 


GARY COOPER 


outstanding box-office star of the current season and 


ANNA STEN 


portraying a newhnd excttingecharacterixation in 
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World Film Congress Skedded 
For Berlin; No U. S. Replies Yet 


ee tnivun + 


Berlin, March 3. 


Film producers, exhibs and dis- 


tributors of the world have been in- 
vited to an international film con- 
gress here April 26 to May 1 to dis- 
cuss questions of mutual advantages 


to all three groups. 

Plans have been sub rosa for some 
tine, but now learned that invites 
have been accepted by groups from 
almost all European lands, although 
American answers have as yet not 
been received. 

Principal among the items skedded 
for discussion are consolidation of 
theatre business by restricting 
building of additional theatres un- 
til their need is proven; rents, 
wages and authors’ royalties; world 
fight on double feature programs; 
regulation of standard admission 
prices; better advertising methods 
and foyer dressing and an exchange 
of knowledge concerning various 
methods of theatre operation. 

Producer and exhib groups will 
discuss international exchange and 
production problems; star salaries, 
patent licenses and programs for 
fall production, 1935. 

Educational shorts would be 
grouped in an international film 
archive for scientific films. 

Further problems such as inter- 
national film press and the question 
of critics will be discussed, as will 
the problem of shorts. 

German film industry has pre- 
pared an ambitious social program 
for visitors including a huge film 
ball and official reception of visi- 
tors, with jaunts into beautiful Ber- 
lin surroundings. Several auto trips 
through the country will be placed 
at visitors’ disposal at the close of 
the congress. 

Reichsbahn has ordered a 60% 
reduction on all railroad fares for 
those visiting the congress, includ- 
ing any additional sidetrips dele- 
gates care to make after close of 
business, 

Negotiations are under way to 
have shipping and air liners accord 
similar price cuts, including reduc- 
tions on the Graf Zeppelin to and 
from South America. 





Rome, March 1, 

On the initiative and under the 
auspices of the International In- 
stitute of Educational Cinemato- 
graphy, the first International Com- 
petition for best sporting films is to 
be organized here. 

Film producers, professional or 
amateur from all world countries 
may take part. Any film produced 
from 1932 to the autumn of 1935 
may be presented. Subject must be 
exclusively sporting, but may deal 
with any branch of sport. 


U. S. Pix Still Tops 
In Canada but Eng. | 
Films Coming Up 


Winnipeg, March 12. 

Canadians last year were per- 
mitted, for the first time in motion 
picture history, to witness films 
produced in Canada, according to 
the annual report of the Manitoba 
censor board. Eight Canadian pic- 
tures were shown tu Dominion audi- 
ences in the last 12 months. 

Films made in the United States 
continue to dominate Canadian the- 
atres, although British productions 
continue to show gains. Out of an 
aggregate of 2,183 films submitted 
to the board last year 2,054 came 
from the U. S., 114 from England, 
four from France, while three were 
Yiddish. 


CEA, Madrid, 77, 


Madrid, March 1. 


Cinematografia Espanola Ameri- 
cana, with film studios in the suburb 
of Ciudad Lineal, had a gross profit 
of $47,017 and net of $39,780 for 
1934. 

Outfit created an amortization 
fund of $16,790 and declared a 7% 
dividend. . 

CEA’s capital presently is $236,600, 
which it expects to boost to $500,000 
as a result of its successful year. 
Great deal of its income emanates 
from studio rental. 











Madrid Flu 


Madrid, Feb. 28. 
Influenza epidemic is cutting 
deeply into the ranks of theatrical 
performers, while a noticeable de- 
cline in theatrical patronage recent- 
ly due to the coughing and sneez- 
ing wave. 





Benavente theatre had to fold 
temporarily because Jose Isbert, 
leading man in ‘Tu y Yo, Solos 


(You and I, Alone’), caught the 
flu. The Moreno dancing trio at 
the Pelikan music hall, was reduced 
to a duet. Pau-Casals orchestra 
Lad to suspend a concert because 
several musicians on the sick list. 
Lolita Astolfi, dancer, on tour, in 
bed at Huesca. 

Others victims: Maria Luisa Rod- 
riguez, Comedia theatre; Angelina 
Villar, Carmen Villa, Manuel Arbo 
and Jose Hurtado at the Lara; Vi- 
cente Soler at the Comico; Tina de 
Jarque, Maria Portillo, Isabelita 
Najera and Mzria Tetua at the 
Martin, 


NO HOLLYWOOD 
CB RAID BY 
BALCON 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Michael Balcon, managing di- 
rector of production for Gaumont- 
British, here for a month’s stay, 
says he has no intention of making 
a wholesale raid on American tal- 
ent. However, he states, he will 
interview name players who might 
fit into the coming English sched- 
ule and engage some American 
names for top spots. 
He also says that it is probable 
that he will make exchange deals 
with American companies whereby 
the G-B stars, Jessie Matthews, 
Conrad Veidt and Madeleine Carroll 
will be loanea to Hollywood com- 
panies in exchange for American 
players. 
Balcon was accompanied here by 
Arthur Lee, v.p. in charge of Amer- 
ican distribution, who leaves in a 
week for San Francisco on a 
swing around the western territory, 
confabbing with G-B sales repre- 
sentatives on release plans for the 
coming British product. 

The night that Balcon arrived he 
conferred with George Arliss, who 
left here the following day, sail- 
ing from New York for England, 
where he goes to do two pictures 
for G-B. 

It was set at this conference for 
Arliss to first go into ‘Cecil Rhodes,’ 
and then follow with either a pic- 
ture based on Samuel Pepys or an 
original being written by J. B. 
Priestly. Decision on the latter 
will be made when Arliss reaches 
London. 

Balcon announced that Metro had 
dropped its intention of making a 
Rhodes film, which has been in the 
process of writing, in favor of the 
English company. 


TWO NEW DUTCH PIX 


One Will Be Made in Six Language 
Versions 
The Hague, Feb. 28. 

Two Dutch film productions are 
planned for the near future. 

First is ‘Redemptio Mundi’ in a 
Dutch version. Film is being pro- 
duced by the Cirec syndicate in 
Paris, with alleged support from the 
Pope. Jacques Feyder may direct 
the Dutch version. There will also 
be English, Spanish, Italian, French 
and German versions. Several Dutch 
actors have already been secured 
for the Dutch cast. 

Another film in preparation is 
‘Detour,’ which thus far has had a 
career quite in keeping with its 
title. About a year ago studio work 
was begun, but at that time finan- 
cial difficulties arose and camera 
work was stopped. Looks as if a 
short cut has now been discovered 
on the detour to which it was sub- 
jected and that work will soon start 
on it in Cinetone Studios at Amster- 
dam, 























Spring Board 


London, March 3. 

Clifton-Hurst's ‘Irish Hearts’ 
has been responsible for the 
future success of three artists 
who appeared in this film. 

They are Molly Lamont, 
who has been given a contract 
by Radio Pictures for Holly- 
wood; Lester Mathews, who, 
likewise, goes to Hollywood for 
Universal, and Patric Knowles, 
just signed by Warner (Lon- 
don) Brothers, with an Amer- 
ican option, 


Tri-Dimensional 
Films Explained 
By Louis Lumiere 


Paris, March 8. 
Louis Lumiere, who invented the 
film camera in 1895, described Le- 
fore the Academy of Science bis new 
apparatus for three dimensional 
films. 
System requires use of colored 
spectacles by spectators. ted and 
green lenses of old-fashioned stereo- 
scope replaced by bluish and yel- 
lowish glasses—one acreen filtering 
all light rays except those. of 540 to 
640 millimus, and the other passing 
only rays of 400 to 450 and 640 to 
700 millimus in length. Lumiere 
contends these screens give spec- 
tator entire spectrum without eye- 
strain. 
Double stereoscopic film is made 
with single camera possessing two 
sets of lenses, and projectea by 
double synchronized machine. 
Impression of solidity of objects 
shown on screen is said to be com- 
plete by Lumiere’s system. COrdi- 
nary two-dimensional screen is used. 
Lumiere hopes to perfect apparaius 
in the future so as to enable spec- 
tator to dispense with colored 
glasses, 

Lumiere shot his first three di- 
mensional picture in the same place 
where he made his first cinemato- 
graphic film 40 years ago—railroad 
station of La Ciotat, in the south of 
France. Film shows a train arriv- 
ing in station, coming toward cam- 
era, and solidity of locomotive us it 
appears to plunge toward the spec- 
tator is considerably inore impres- 
sive than in two-dimensional films. 
Stereoscopic pictures thus can be 
expected to carry more spectacular 
and dramatic effect than current 
films. 

Aged inventor, 40th anniversary of 
whose discovery of film projector 
will be celebrated this year by the 
French industry, makes all his pat- 
terns and working mo-lels himself, 
with simple tools. Even uses metal 
strips from toy mechanical outfits 
to make his apparatus. 

Session at Academy at which Lu- 
miere made his demonstration at- 
tracted so much attent'on and so 
many crashers that academicians 
were actually boosted from their 
fron? row seats by intruders. One 
crasher got hold of the tinted spec- 
tacles supposed to have been used 
by a bearded immortal, and refused 
to give them up until the guards 
were called. 


Tax Payment Via Stamps 


Is New Mexican Idea 


Mexico City, March 9. 

Income tax law amendment com- 
pels distributors to pay in the form 
of fiscal stampg attached to receipts 
they are obligated to issue exhib- 
itors for amounts paid for rentals, 
the 6% the statue demands as 
their share of the income impost. 
Measure assures immediate pay- 
ment of the income levy on rentals. 

7overnment took action in view 
of fact that distributors are still be- 
hind in their payments on income 
tax that went into effect on Jan. 1, 
1934. 

Amendment also obligates distrib- 
utors to make a statement to the 
finance ministry during January of 
each year reporting their total rev- 
enues from January to December of 
the previous year. 


‘Bengal’s’ Berlin Oke 
Berlin, March 3. 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par), 
dubbed ‘Bengali’ in German, created 
a sensation, German premiere audi- 
ences applauding long after lights 
went up. 
Looks good for @ long run at the 
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Fox Active on Brit. Production; 
Feature Per Month 


Schedules One 


Kill ‘Stills’ 
~ Se March 8. 


Local publicity for ‘Folies Ber- 
gere’ (UA) came near to being a 
catastrophe, due to someone making 
a mistake in New York. 

Stills forwarded to U. A.’s Paris 
press agent contained semi-nude 
pictures and snappy poses that 
puzzled him, coming from puritan 
America. He queried, and got back 
a wired request to return all nega- 
tives pronto. On receipt, New York 
instructed Paris to destroy care- 
fully all the extra-snappy stills and 
a funeral pyre was held in the local 
offices, 


NAZIS CLIP 
CONTINGENT 
FEES 


Berlin, March 1. 


German contingent certificate fee, 
kited to $8,150 in October, has been 
dropped to $4,075, with additional 
reductions if imported films are 
dubbed inside Germany. 

Price is reduced by amount of 
dubbing costs, including mike rent, 
salaries, retakes and use of German 
film materials. 

Synchronization costing $16,300 
brings ‘the contingent down to $2,030, 
each additional $2,000 cost reducing 
the permit price by $475. Hence a 
$26,500 dubbing job is admitted free. 

No reduction is planned in num- 
ber of contingent certificates avail- 
able to German distribs. 


NAZI CONGRESS 














AS FEATURE PIC 





Berlin, March 3. 


Official pictures of the last party 
congress at Nuernberg, cut from 
several hundred thousand feet of 
film, will be released shortly to Ger- 
man theatres. 

Called ‘Triumpf des Willens’ (Tri- 
umph of the Will’), production and 
cutting were directed by Leni Rie- 
fenstahl, acting under party leaders’ 
orders. Miss Riefenstahl ordinarily 
is known as a film star. 

More than 1,000,000 ‘extras’ in 
the form of paraders during the 
four-day congress, participated. All 
formations of Nazi party, ranging 
from bare-kneed youngsters to huge 
SS detachments, are depicted in 
various activities during the con- 
gress. 

Most impressive is a huge gather- 
ing, estimated at 750,000, who 
ranged, army like, in Luitpoldhain, 
the giant Zep meadow outside Nu- 
renberg, to listen to one of Hitler’s 
speeches. 

Another sequence shows 300,000 
members of the <Arbeits Dienst, 
passing in review, with spades car- 
ried at ‘shoulder arms.’ 

Quaint costumes of various parts 
of Germany are also. sprinkled 
through picture, as are. several 
shots of leading party members and 
foreign diplomats who attended the 
ceremonies. 

When finished picture will be re- 
leased in several hundred German 
theatres, later being distributed free 
to party organizations who desire to 
show it in their clubrooms to those 
who haven't seen the theatre runs. 


—— 


G-B’S IDEA 


Thinks Serious Pix Not Wanted, 
Abandons ‘Corpse’ 


London, March 3. 





After concentrating for eight 
weeks on a talker version of Tol- 
stoi’s “The Living Corpse,” Gau- 


mont-British is abandoning produc- 
tion entirely. 

Reason for decision is that G-B 
does not think there’s real coin in 
serious pics at. present, 


’ 











London, March 4, 

Six features in six months and 
never a day late on schedule is the 
record claimed by Fox since it 
started making British pictures on 
its own at Wembley. Studios oc- 
cupy a slice of the old British Em- 
pire Exhibition grounds. 

At present there is one sound 
stage. Several permanent exterior 
sets are gradually coming into be- 
ing around the main buildings. 
Walter Hutchinson, Fox Managing 
Director in England, is at the head 
of affairs. Ernest Gartside, who 
used to be Fox secretary in Ber- 
ners Street, is General Manager. 

Alex Bryce is ace cameraman, 
Production manager is John Barrow. 
Direttors include Albert Parjer, 
Anthony Kimmins, Hayes Hunter, 
Bernard Mainwaring and Michael 
Powell. Publicity is handled by 
John Newbery, who works under the 
supervision of Roy Simmonds, 
publicity chief at Fox head office. 

Half a dozen features have been 
turned out since September. The 
first, ‘Borrow a Million,’ was a mod- 
est 4-reeler, This was followed by 
‘The Love Test,’ notable for the 
discovery of a young woman named 
Judy Gunn. Then came a musical 
‘His Majesty & Co.; ‘Smith's Wives’ 
a farce, and a comedy, ‘Mr. Faint- 
heart,’ based on an Ian Hay story. 

Al Parker has just completed 
direction of ‘The Riverside Murder.’ 
It’s a mystery thriller. 

‘Price of a Song’ is now in the 
works, directed by Mickie Powell. 
On Feb. 25, ‘White Lilac,’ adapted 
from a Viennese play by Ladislas 
Fodor. is due to start under direc- 
tion of Al Parker. It is a comedy 
thriller, 

Scheduled for the middle of 
March or thereabout is ‘Old Roses,’ 
an original by Anthony Richardson, 
to be directed by Bernard Main- 
waring. Productions to follow are 
tentatively mapped out up to the 
end of the year like this: 

‘Late Extra.’ Story by Anthony 
Richardson and Roland Gillett; 

‘The Man Who Murdered’; ‘Taxi 
Miss,’ comedy-drama; ‘Is It Crick- 
et?’ by K. M. P. Edwards; ‘The Last 
Fence,’ horse race story by Roland 
tillett; ‘Blue Parade,’ activities of 
the London police; ‘The Hop Pick- 
ers;’ The Old Order,’ story by An- 
thony Richardson; ‘Blue &moke,’ 
story by Charles Bennett, gipsy and 
boxing; ‘An Ingrate;’ ‘The Song Is 
Yours,’ musical; ‘The Sunlit Way,’ 
romance by May Edginton. 


BAVETTA SHIFTS TO 
SOUTH AM. FOR FOX 


Paris, March 12, 

Carlo Bavetta, Fox boss here for 
the past 10 years and one of the 
leading local representatives of 
American film companies, has been 
switched to South America.. He 
leaves in six weeks for New York 
and will sail from there for Rio de 
Janeiro. 

Not certain yet who will succeed 
Bavetta here but understood that 
Francis L. Harley, whom Bavetta 
will replace, will switch with him. 

Clayton Sheehan, Fox foreign de- 
partment chief, was here for the 
past two days making final arrange- 
ments and left yesterday (11) for a 
quick look-see in Barcelona, 








15 Language Dubs 


Rome, March 1, 

After three months of work the 
new Lux Film of Turin has finished 
shooting its first film, ‘Life of the 
Salesian Saint, Don Bosco.’ 

Film is in two versions, Italian 
and French, but will be dubbed in 
about 15 languages. 


AUSSIE BOOKER EAST 
Ken Hall, of General Theatres, 
Australia, who has been in Los An- 
scanning talent, is now in 
New York on booking biz. 
He returns to Hollywood in two 
weeks to complete negotiations with 


geles 


a local agency for talent. He then 
sails for Sydney. 
Vodka Yiddish Talker 
Worldkino has bought ‘The 
Matchmaker,’ Yiddish talk from 
Amkino, for American dist nijon. 
It’s based on a Sholom Alcic:em 


novel, It’s the second Soviet-pro- 


| duced Yiddish talker. 
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KRS, Hold-Out on G-B Reflects 


Intra-Trade Monopoly Fears 


< 


London, March 13, 

Kinematograph Renters Assocla- 
tion has decided not to enter into a 
booking arrangement with Arthur 
Jarratt, film booker for Gaumont- 
British and recently appointed 
booker for the Bernhardt and 
Hyams Bros, circuits, until th> on- 


tire matter is investigated. What 
the KRS wants to make sure of is 
whether GB actually has acquired a 
monetary interest in the two cir- 
cuits or whether it is merely a 
booking arrangement. 

Gaumont, which is the only big 
film distributor here not belonging 
to the KRS, may solve the situation 
by booking all-English programs, 
consisting of its own product, into 
the Bernhardt and Hyams houses. 

The temporary veto does not pre- 
clude KRS from doing any business 
with Jarratt for the Gaumont-Brit- 
ish circuit but applies only to the 
newly acquired houses, which num- 
ber 50. 

What is unmentioned, but what is 
back of the entire situation is a fear 
on the part of most distributors 
here, especially the Americans, that 
G-B is trying to monopolize the the- 
atre market here with a _ view 
toward pushing down rental prices. 
G-B has over 400 houses of its own, 
but if it can materially increase this, 
as it seemingly has been doing dur- 
ing the past few weeks, it can in- 
sist on lower terms all around. 

Also. and this too, is generally 
not spoken of, G-B is known to fig- 
ure that if it can increase its the- 
atre holdings it can force the issue 
with the Americans in the U. S. 
where the situation is reversed and 
G-B becomes the foreign distributor 

‘for the same companies’ exhibitor 
situations. 


Cuba’s Political 
Rumbles Abates 
Action on ‘Rumba’ 


Havana, March 12, 

Revolution breakout here has 
stopped all show biz worries again. 
Most important thing on tap is the 
projected ban on ‘Rumba’ (Par) 
which is now all off until the gov- 
ernment finds things a little quieter 
on the streets. 

Cuba banned ‘Rumba’ on the 
ground it was too rough and unfair 
to the island. Also threatened to 
reject all future Par films if it isn't 
withdrawn from the world market. 
Paramount got busy at once, pro- 
testing that there is nothing actu- 
ally wrong in the film and explain- 
ing that some projected hot matter 
had been deleted. Special re- 
screening had been set for the gov- 
ernment officials, but now Par will 
have to keep its screening for later. 


ANTI U. S. CAMPAIGN 





CONTINUES IN PARIS 


Paris, March 3. 

Comedia’s attack on American 
distributors of films in France con- 
tinue, growing more and more vi- 
ieous. Series signed by Jean de Ro- 
vera, proprietor of newspaper, has 
ended, to be replaced by unsigned 
editorials. 

Articles consist chiefly of vituper- 
ation, with use of such phrases as 
‘unfair competition,’ ‘offenses’ to 
France,’ ‘attempts to annex a na- 
tion,’ rather than specific charges of 
any sort. Paramount and _ the 
Hays organization are now princi- 
pal objects of attack, substituting 
for Metro, which was the chief goat 
at first. 

Attitude of companies here is to 
ignore the campaign. Comedia is 
not widely read by the general pub- 
lic, and even for trade purposes it is 
rather a legit than a film organ. 


U’s Day and Night 


London, March 3, 
Universal’s productions here are 
$0 numerous at present it has been 
found necessary to have two work- 
ing staffs. 
Studios are used every night by 
companies alternately with those 





screening during the day. 
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40TH FILM ANNI. 


Rome to Celebrate First 
Showing in Paris 





Film 





Rome, March 1, 

The 40th anniversary of the in- 
vention of the cinematograph over 
here will be celebrated in Rome on 
March 22. 

First projection of a film, ‘Leaving 
the Lumiere Works,’ took place be- 
fore the workers of the French So- 
ciety for the Progress of Industry 
in Paris on March 22, 1895. ! 

In celebration of this occasion, a 
speciai paper will be published here 
dealing with the contribution of the 
Latin races to the development of 
the cinema. 


YANKS FIGHT 
IMPORT CUT 
IN ROME 


~-< 





Rome, March 1. 

New edict on importation issued 
by the government which aims to 
curtail foreign products in hope of 
equalizing the amount of imports to 
that of exports. Observers believe 
it will materially affect the impor- 
tations of foreign films, and reps of 
foreign companies here are getting 
ready to fight it. 


Measure adopted to permit the 
government to enter on separate 
agreements with other countries, 


which will assist in balancing the 
quota of exports and imports. 

An compared to the amount of 
films admitted last year, which to- 
taled 171, this year will probably see 
a sharp decline, it is figured. Gov- 
ernment has figured out that only 43 
will be allowed in, but distribs here 
are certain that figure will be con- 
siderably raised. How much they 
can raise it, or what means to take 
to that end, is the momentary prob- 
lem. 


0SS0’S COL. DIST. CO. 
SET: NAMED COLODIS 


Paris, March 3. 

With visit to Paris of Joe Freed- 
man, European sales chief of Co- 
lumbia, final touches are being put 
on plans for Columbia's French dis- 
tribution through Adolphe Osso. 

Name Colodis, from Columbia and 
distribution, has finally been chosen 
for the French company. Colodis 
will not distribute directly, however. 
It will buy American product and 
release it through Films Osso, which 
already possesses a countrywide 
distributing organization. 

Films Osso will handle 10 Colum- 
bia pictures during the coming year 
for Colodis, and in addition will dis- 
tribute six French local mades. 

First release through Osso of cur- 
rent product, ‘One Night of Love,’ is 
asmash at the Edouard VII, second 
week doing better business than 
first and forcing exhibitor to put 
chairs in the aisles to catch over- 
flow, as was the case of ‘Little 
Women’ (Radio), which played same 
house last year. 


See Little Chance for 
French Film Measure 


Paris, March 12. 

Little chance is seen here for pas- 
sage by the Chamber of Deputies 
of the bill okayed by the Finance 
committee Friday (8) granting a 
tax reduction to cinemas showing 
a maximum of home-made product. 

This is the same joker on film 
detaxation slipped into the Cham- 
ber a couple of months ago and 
killed by Henri Clere then. This 
time it got to the committee be- 
cause of the disorganization of the 
local film industry's defense body. 

If passed, the bill might cut the 
number of American films here in 
half, but it is believed that the 
Chamber won't accept any measure 
now cutting taxes. Moreover the 
French exhibs’ organization is pre- 
paring a fight against the item. 





Stoll Back 


London March 3. 

Sir Oswald Stoll has engaged 
Gunter Stapenhorst as production 
supervisor, to make pictures at his 
Cricklewood studios. 

Stoll has been out of the produc- 
tion end of pictures for a number of 
years and proposes to resume with 
a schedule of several big films per 
year, 


BACOS BACK TO 
PARA. IN PARIS 


Paris, March 3. 

Fred Bacos, who has been pro- 
ducing local mades for Fox since 
Paramount stopped production on 
its own account at Joinville, has 
returned to his old connection and 
is to make his next film for Par, 
He used to be business manager of 
the Paramount studios here. 

Next Bacos film will be based on 
a Louis Verneuil play ‘Parlez-moi 
d’Amour’ (‘Speak to Me of Love’) 
and Paul Schiller is working on the 
adaptation. Shooting to begin next 
month. 

Bacos made his last Fox picture, 
‘La Vertige’ (‘Dizziness’) on the 
Paramount lot, deserting the Pathe- 
Natan studios, which he had pre- 
viously been using. ‘Vertige,’ which 
Schiller directed, opened Thursday 
(21) at the Paramount theatre on 
the boulevards together with a Fox 
short, thus forming a link between 
the two companies. 

Bacos has not left Fox per- 
manently, but that concern has 
enough French mades for the mo- 
ment, whereas Par needs sweeten- 
ers. Deals are all made one pic at 
a time, with distributing company 
furnishing only a part, if any, of 
the financing. 


KORDA’S ‘CIRCUS’ 


Both In 

















With Jack Buchanan 
Show and Film 





London, March 12. 

Alexander Korda, in conjunction 
with O’Brien & Linnet, is behind 
Erik Charell’s new show venture, 
‘Circus in the Air.’ It’s due to 
open at the Alhambra about the 
end of April with Jack Buchanan 
starring. 

After the play is well started, a 
film version will be made by Korda 
with Buchanan also starring. This 
is arranged by a special deal with 
British & Dominions, which has 
Buchanan under an exclusive film 
contract. Charell will direct the 
film as well as the play. Both 
Korda’s London Films and British 
& Dominions release through United 
Artists. 
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Pathe-Natan Has a New Idea: One 


Central Office for U. §. Films in 
France—And P-N in Charge of It 





LEHAR SAYS OKAY 
No Squawks on ‘Widow’; 
Dates for His Operas 


French 





Paris, March 3. 

Franz Lehar, Viennese composer, 
saw ‘Merry Widow’ (MGM) at Ma- 
deleine Cinema here and liked it. 
Last year Lehar yelped loudly over 
American handling of his music, but 
this time he says the films are do- 
ing right by him, 

Lehar is here to arrange for Paris 
performance of his ‘Lark,’ operetta 
which was first sung in French in 
Brussels Feb. 23. His ‘Giuditta,’ 
which has been performed in Vien- 
na, will have its first French lan- 
guage performance in Brussels May 
8 at the Theatre de la Monnaie. 


RUSSIA WOULD 
IMPORT U. 8. 
FILMS 


Moscow, March 12. 

Moscow film authorities have 
opened negotiations looking towards 
the purchase of half a dozen Ameri- 
ean films for distribution in this 
country. Several of the major 
American companies are involved 
and, if deals go through, it would 
be the first opening up of the mar- 
ket here in a serious way for the 
. = « 

Features in which the Russe 
filmers are interested are ‘Invisible 
Man’ (U), ‘Viva Villa’ (MG), ‘Our 
Daily Bread’ (UA), ‘Gentlemen Are 
Born’ (WB), ‘Little Women’ (Ra+ 
dio). Also there is a bid. in for 
‘Cucaracha’ (Radio), two-reeler, 
and the Walt Disney shorts en 
masse. 











None of the foreign offices in New 
York has as yet received bids for 
distribution of any pictures In Rus- 
sia. Explained, however, that bids 
may be in the mail or being dis- 
cussed by European offices and 
home offices not yet apprised as 
would be unlikely to come via cable 
on such short coin orders. 

Warners is the only company that 
has had talkers distributed in Rus- 
sia. This was via a special two- 
picture deal a year ago. 





Still Mullng G.T.'s Reorg Future 


po 


Stormy Meeting in London Considers G-B 
and B.I.P. Bids 


London, March 12. 
General Theatres’ meeting, held 
yesterday (Monday) to confirm a 
capital reduction plan, developed 
into a verbal battle, with the oppo- 
sition coming largely from an inde- 
pendent group of stockholders, who 


] claimed the Gaumont-British reor- 


ganization offer for the company 1s 
not as good as that of John Max- 
well's British International Pictures. 
Nothing final decided. 

Representatives of Associated In- 
vestments Trust, incorporating 
bankers and insurance companies 
holding interests in General The- 
atres, claimed, on the other hand, 
that the Maxwell offer was inferior 
to that of G-B and that they are 
definitely in favor of the latter's 
proposal, 

Voting for approval of the scheme 
was by ballot and a move was made 
by the opposition to engineer an 
amendment to delay completion of 
the scheme for two months. This 
was vetoed by Mark Ostrer, the 
chairman, as illegal, which resulted 
in an immediate rumpus among & 


section of the shareholders. 
Ostrer also threatened the share- 





holders that if his (G-B’s) reorgan- 
ization scheme does not go through, 
the company will eventually go into 
liquidation, explaining that the de- 
benture interest, amounting to $250,- 
000, is due next month, and with no 
money in the till to meet demand. 


At the moment G-B has 1,000,000 
shareholders’ proxies favoring the 
scheme out of a possible 1,200,000, 
which is more than the three-quar- 
ters majority required to make the 
situation legal. 

Opposition threatens it will op- 
pose court application, due shortly, 
to confirm the capital reduction, but 
whether or not it can succeed is 
questionable. 

Preference shareholders’ commit- 
tee of the General Theatres Cor- 
poration, who were appointed at a 
private meeting recently, issued a 
statement declaring preference 
shareholders should vote against 
reconstruction proposals made bj 
Gaumont-British, 

They are of the opinion that Gen- 
eral Theatre interests demand in- 
dependent representation on the 
board of directors, and the proposal 
for the creation 
second debenture stock, a substan- 
tial percentage of which is to be 
allotted to G.-B., would place their 
company under a still more domi- 
nating control by G.-B., it is felt. 


of $2,250,000 of | paratus in 


By ROBERT STERN 
Paris, March 8, 


Just one cooperative office to self 
films in France for all the majo# 
American companies. 

And that office, maybe, run by 
Pathe-Natan. 

That's how Pathe-Natan, which 


still controls the most important 
hunk of French distribution, would 
like to arrange the business of its 
American competitors, as explained 
to Variety Tuesday (19) by Henrt 
Diamant-Berger, who is known in 
the Pathe outfit as being the clos- 
est of all executives to Bernard 
Natan, the big chief. 

Diamant-Berger had a lot to say 
about the _ different aspects of 
American competition here. He 
isn’t interested in quotas any more, 
he says—they have been proven in- 
effective, is his idea. He thinks the 
government is going to resort to a 
high tariff policy, instead, both to 
keep foreign films from being 
dumped on the market and to get 
back some of the money it is going 
to have to lose when it gives the 
local industry relief from internal 
taxation. 

An Estimate 

He set the probable tariff at 
$6,666. Since it costs about $10,000, 
on the average, to dub a film, this 
would set at $16,666 the approxi- 
mate initial cost of putting a copy 
on the market here. 

‘That would keep out the inferior 
films,’ says Diamant-Berger. ‘What 
we want to see is quality in the 
American films here—in French 
mades, too, for that matter. The 
market is overloaded. We want to 
cut down both production and im- 
portation of bad pictures, and in 
that way we'll all be able to make 
money on the good ones.’ 

He sets at least $66,666 as the 
gross that a good American film 
should make in France, and asserts 
that few American films now make 
more than a quarter of that. A 
good French made film, he says, 
should gross from $166,000 to $200,- 
000, domestically, and he attributes 
to the competition of poor films the 
fact that these grosses are not be- 
ing reached now. 

‘American firms here are selling 
their pictures for almost nothing,’ 
he says. ‘I have been told that they 
will give an entire program to an 
exhibitor for $20. In the face of 
that, how can we keep our prices 
up to a point where we can make 
a profit?’ 

Too Many Offices? 

Diamant-Berger accuses Ameri- 
can firms of imprudently opening a 
lot of sales offices in Francs, too 
extensive for the business they can 
do. 

‘I think that in the end they’ll 
decide to close them,’ he says. ‘Why 
don’t they open just one office to 
sell American films in France? We 
might even be persuaded to handle 
it for them. 

‘We want to see good American 
films on this market, but what’s the 
use of putting out a lot of films 
which won't make money? We buy 
good American films ourselves, 
when we can. But we buy each film 
on its own merits -aand the reason 
we have quarreled recently with 
certain American “rns is that we 
refuse to buy more than one picture 
at a time. No block or blind book- 
ing for us.’ 

Diamant-Berger says that the 
shutdown of production by Pathe- 
Natan is merely a seasonal affair, 
and does not indicate the retire- 
ment of the firm from production. 

Production 

‘We can't decide on our produc- 
tion for next season until we find 
out what the Government is going 
to do about tax relief, he says. ‘It’s 
a complicated question, and the 
Chamber of Depu its is certain to 





be slow in handling it, but some- 
thing will have ts ®e done. We 
; can't set our production budget un- 
itil we know what is gving to 
| happen, 

Diamant-Berger plans te come to 
the United States soon with a 
troupe of French actors and tech- 
nicians to try out technicolor ap- 

Hollywood P 

Bernard Natan also plans to go 
over, but he can’t possibly make 
the trip before the Pathe annual 


stockholders’ meeting at the end of 





March. 
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“THE WORDS ARE 
IN MY HEART“ 


Another of the great 

songs by Warren & 

Dubin, original “Gold 
Diggers” composers 
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. Earle, Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, March 8. 

Although Roscoe Ates is the billed 
headliner, house is doing so much 
exploitation on the 15 ‘Vitaphone 
Girls’ that this line is out-drawing 
the rest of the bill. Gals have plenty 
of advance notices and are out daily 
on some press stunt. Feature is 
‘Night Life of the Gods’ (U). 

Opener is a pop medley by the pit 
band. which cues a sound trailer on 
the girls that shows highlights from 
several of their previous pics. 
Screen is pulled up with the line on 
in full stage, costumed in a pink 
ruffied outfit that’s effective in front 
of a gold back drop. Girls are all 
lookers and advance to the lights 
for an opening patter anent War- 
ners. etec., then, coupled, they do a 
series of kicks, taps and shim-shams 
in solo. Lee Chappelle, cute blonde 
captain of the bunch, follows fn one 
with a sock tap routine that smacks 
of Eleanor Powell. She's garbed in 
blue pants, flannel jacket and cap, 
makes a stunning picture and scores 
soundly. 

Stewart Sisters are in the deuce 
spot. Trio is a local product and 
has played here several tmes, but 
this time with a new piano-singing 
partner. Open in two at mike, war- 
bling ‘Blue Moon’ and then into a 
good rhythm number. ‘Bubbles’ 
Stewart, does an interp of Joe Pen- 
ner that’s a knockout close. 

Joe Besser is next. He hasn't 
played a downtown house for some- 
time, and his stuff still gets plenty 
of laughs. Has a male straight and 
his eccentric stuff is plenty . effec- 
tive. Following him, the ‘Vitaphone 
Girls,’ in a spider web set, do an 
acrobatic rope routine right on the 


drop, featuring a blonde in center. 


Idea is novel, but loses effect be- 
cause routine itself calls for some 
awkward postures. 

Lee Chappelle intro’s Roscoe Ates, 
who comes out alone in the usual 
worn-at-the-elbow costume. Does 
practically the same act he stut- 
tered last fall, gagging with the 
band before bringing out his fem 
stooge, Pauline Milam. Latter has 
what it takes in looks, class and 
delivery. Ates rambles along in- 
formally, snaring a good portion of 
laughs before cueing himself off 
with a fiddle number. 

Three Vitaphone Girls next, in 
solo toe taps, which seem superflu- 
ous since Georgie Tapp is on a min- 
ute later. Tapp rates a large hand, 
his rhythm whirls very okay. Finale 
follows, Lee Chappelle doing the 
m.c. chore to introduce the com- 
pany. Line is costumed in gold, 
short-skirt outfits that are neat 
jobs. ’ 

Whole show is produced nicely 
and offers an abundance of talent. 
Runs 60 minutes. A ‘Three Stooges’ 
short and newsreel complete the bill. 
Business very good. Gosch. 


CAPITOL, N. Y. 


(BEN BERNIE UNIT) 

It’s mostly Ben Bernie at the Cap 
this week, with ‘After Office Hours’ 
(M-G) on screen. As canny a jazz 
purveyor as ever, with extra furbe- 
lows and a mild screen rep to fur- 
ther fortify, Bernie brooks no in- 
hibitions about a Loew-Metro aura 
at the Capitol, but continues plug- 
ging his forthcoming Paramount 
picture and Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer. 
Doing it the way he does it, there’s 
no offense. 

Billy Severin, Frank Prince, Col. 
Manny Prager (from Brooklyn), 
Dick Stabile, Billy Wilson, Al Goer- 
ing and all the rest of the ‘lads’ 
do their voeal-terp-jazz chores to 
sum a good total. It’s a miniature 
roadshow more than ever, mixing up 
the pops with highly effective 
hoknm. 

Of the boys Frank Prince’s tenor- 
ing (succeeding Pat Kennedy) 
stands up and out. Also looks pos- 
sible for screen-testing. Latter slant 
goes also for Dick Stabile, the hot 
saxer. Wilson is the fast stepper 
and the others contribute in various 
ways, notably Col. Prager in the vo- 
cal quartets. 

For the rest, Don Albert batons 
a peach of a light overture medley, 
musically sturdy and worthy, but 
not too heavy for the film fans. The 
concert master’s violin soloing also 
comes in for some extra attention. 

Besides the feature and _ usual 
Hearst Metrutone News, the second 
‘March of Time’ newsreel issue is 
supplementary celluloid  ballyhoo. 
Biz good opening night. Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

New type of stage show provided 
for this house by Fanchon & Marco 
a few weeks ago seems to have hit 
its stride, and clicked with the 
house regulars. Current show is 
about on a par with those of the 
past few weeks, with probably a 
little more novelty injected in sev- 
eral of the ensemble flashes, and a 
striking illusion utilized here for 
the first time, although it is not new 
to Broadway. 

It’s a swimming illusion, by 
means of which half a dozen of the 
F&M line girls, garbed in _ full 
length tights and reclining upon the 
floor back stage, are reflected bv 
means of mirrors against a scrim 
which gives them the appearance of 
swimming in a huge tank, 
with a lot of gold fish. Fact that 
the girls merely wiggled their feet 
and hands a bit, and failed to move 





along | 


their general positions, failed to 
mar the illusion. 

Talent portion of show runs a 
little better than 50-50 on the en- 
tertainment side. Garland Sisters 
panicked and Patricia Bowman, 
held for a third week, offers an- 
other of her solo dance routines 
that has won her a following here. 
Ashley Dees, male impressionist, 
isn't so forte, as it would take con- 


| siderable stretch of the imagination 


to believe he was impersonating 
any of the stars selected for his 
experiment. Three Rhythm Rock- 
ets, colored hoofers, offer little new 
in the way of stepping, although 
théy work hard and consistently. 

Garland Sisters, three femmes, 
one of whom, Frances, is still a 
child and about 80% of the com- 
bination, are excellent harmonists, 
but it remained for the youngster 
to tie things up in a knot. Girl 
looks like a bet for pictures and 
should make rapid headway. How- 
ever, she should be coached more 
proficiently in her foreign tongue 
songs, particularly the German, as 
her pronunciation is none too ac- 
curate. Otherwise, the kid is tops 
and deserved everything she drew 
today. 

Opening overture, with the band 

in pit, dreW Rube Wolf to stage for 
a trumpet solo, followed by the glee 
club, house male choral ensemble, 
opening with a spirited marching 
song and then going into a ballad. 
Fanchonettes and ballet girls are 
combined for current week, with 
femmes revealing several interest- 
ing routines that lend plenty of 
color. 
Screen feature, ‘All the King’s 
Horses’ (Par), with Par News, ‘Red 
Nichols and Pennies’ musical short 
and ‘Popeye’ cartoon for fillers. Biz 
stayted slowly, but picked up as in- 
itial show advanced. Edwa,. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Most of the show this week stacks 
up as good fare. Stage department 
uses 68 minutes to run off its bill, 
that is minus any encores. Several 
of the acts could have returned but 
nixed the idea. Two of the offerings 
are new and rated about as much 
attention if not a little more than 
others as to audience apprecia- 
tion. 

To open, Felovis juggles hats, 
canes, plates, etc., with marked 
agility. It started off smoothly but 
he missed a-lot of timing toward 
the end which marred the sum total. 
One of his best tricks is: tossing a 
lighted lamp in the air and catch- 
ing it on a plate’s sharp edge. Fred 
Sanborn, speechless comic, on for 
‘typical nonsense. No sound out of 
this comedian, but he hrought forth 
the first sign of the house waking 
up. His xylophone thumping is 
really gagged for the most part. Al 
Shayne (New Acts) is now familiar 
to most patrons from his marathon 
radioing . A ripple of extra interest 
greeted him as he stepped out. 

Harry Burns, assisted by three 
stooges, well primed with his for- 
eign jargon and patter. Still comes 
on with his fistful of balloons which 
disappear one by one as his assist- 
ants pop them. Ends up in blast 
of ‘St. Louis Blues.’ House with 
Burns’ funstering warmed up for 
sure. 

Closing, Charlie Davis’ musical 
outfit (New Acts) offered good mu- 
sic, not to be placed in the sweet 
lilting category but more in the 
rousing idiom which sent the show 
off with a nice flourish. This one 
could easily have returned a couple 
of times. 

‘Clive of India’ 
screen. 


(UA) on the 
Biz okay opening night. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Two radio attractions, one from 
CBS, the other from NBC, high- 
light the week’s stage show here. 
Stoopnagle and Budd and Martha 
Mears respec. At the boxoffice they 
ought to mean some extra bucks for 
the house, notably Stoop-Budd team, 
apart from whether their act is al- 
most as old as they are. 

Team spotted down near the 
close, followed by this week’s win- 
ner of the Fred Allen amateur radio 
contest for further ether draft. He’s 
Bob Eberle who plays the guitar 
and sings songs with zest and, even 
if his diction is faulty, he’s fairly 
entertaining, 

Park and Clifford, hand-to-hand 
endurance workers with a routine 
that’s good but too long, open. Tom, 
Dick and Harry follow, Miss Mears 
taking middle spotting ahead of the 
big dance number by the Gae Foster 
girls. Miss Mears does three num- 
bers. She has an appealing voice 
and a pleasing personality, with a 
successful stage week in store for 
her here. 

Tom-Dick-Harry trio engage in 
nothing but slapstick but the way 
they do it and the clever timing 
makes this act. 

Big number for Fosterites starts 
them out with a mirror illusion. 
They are in red and white costumes 
which aid in forming an effective 
picture after coming downstage for 
a routine that isn’t as close a copy 
of something else that’s been done, 
as most are. For the finale the girls 
do a fencing number. 

Show runs 45 minutes, leaving 
time to fill. A Mickey Mouse, nov- 
elty short and a comedy, ‘The Little 
Big Top’ (Educo) besides the fea- 
ture, ‘Enchanted April’ (Radio-Ann 
Harding) and news 

Business fair Friday night. Cher. 





EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 
Huey P. Long didn’t bust up any 
cameras during the past week, but 
he nearly had Ina Ray Hutton’s or- 


chestra scared to death. The sen- 
ator from the bayous also had 
Miss Hutton a bit self-conscious 
as she interviewed him in_ his 


Washington offices to ask that he 
correct his song, ‘Every Man a 


| King,’ to include the women in some 


way. After writing in ‘every wom- 
an a queen,’ Miss Hutton starts to 
put her girl orchestra through the 
number, Huey taking a seat on a 
chair and waving his hands around 
as though conducting. 

The Kingfish, prior to this epi- 
sode, had talked to Universal 
cameras, repeating a portion of the 
speech he did on the air Thurs- 
day night (7). He isn’t a good 
eamera subject and his’ voice 
dvesn’t record as well ‘as that of 
other senators. Some shots of this 
year’s Mardi Gras in New Orleans 
precedes Long on the screen. 

Show is diversified, but not par- 
ticularly newsy, nor, for the box- 
office, strong. It leads off with a 
Pathe clip on air forces, citing that 
England is increasing her air arma- 
ments, but that America is also 
prepared, with a map indicating the 
defense front on the Atlantic Coast. 
There is considerable news of an 
international and foreign nature, 
war material including the Greek 
rebellion and Italy’s tussle with 
Abyssinia. Russian peasants meet 
to consider farm problems and to 
deny that starvation exists; Japan 
pushes forward on world trade; 
Italy starts building a Fascist me- 
morial and Portugal re-elects a dic- 
tator. 

Week’s bill includes its laughs. 
Pathe now has a comedy announcer 
in the person of Teddy Bergman, 
who does a Jack Pearl in connec- 
tion with one clip on ladies’ styles 
of yesteryear. He’s a copy of Lew 
Lehr, who's been doing this sort 
of thing for Fox for some time and 
who this week goes Frenchy after 
F-M cameras have crawled into a 
Gallic nitery in New York to photo 
an Apache routine. Other laughs 
are drawn by Sen. Long and some 
clips of. boxing matches, including 
one of a couple of kids. 

Reels. enjoy rather even reputa- 
tion this week, and, with Pathe now 
in new and effective dress, Para- 
mount ‘remains the only reel that 
stands still in this direction. 

Shorts are a FitzPatrick travel- 
talk, ‘Switzerland the Beautiful,’ 
and ‘Old Faithful Speaks’ (FD). 

Char. 


EMPIRE, PARIS 


Paris, March 1. 
For straight quality the current 
Empire show is as good as any 
which has gone onto the former 


Stavisky revolving stage since 
Pathe-Natan revived two-a-day 
here. Local marquee names are 


missing, however, so despite enter- 
tainment value of the show the 
gross dragged a bit the first days. 

Headliner is. the illusionist, Che- 
falo, who travels with three midgets, 
a giant, a girl, a couple of assist- 
ants and more Chinese trunks, cos- 
tumes and apparatus than can be 
counted at one catching. He puts 
on as thoroughgoing an act as any 
of its kind. Goes down into the or- 
chestra for card, ring and hand- 
kerchief tricks, gets humor out of 
his midgets and sex appeal out of 
his girl, does an effective levitation 
illusion, and keeps going at a fast 
pace for some 20 minutes. 

Magician’s patter and explanation 
are in funny French, Italian and 
English, all together, and audience 
doesn’t get much of them, but that 
only adds to the entertainment. His 
name means little to Parisians cur- 
rently, but probably will mean more 
after this engagement. 

Only strictly American act on the 
bill igs Miller and Wilson, knock- 
about comedians and _ tumblers, 
whose humor does not depend on 
speech and gets over well. Their 
acrobatic horseplay is just a little 
too syrong for the French in spots, 
but in general draws laughs. Ex- 
actly the type of act which can de- 
pend on getting good billing in Paris 
any time, although possibly not 
breaking any high pay records. 

Curious adagio act, Leblan, Du- 
charme and Ray, follows the Yan- 
kees. This team, apparently French, 
has lots of difficult steps and heaves, 
but little grace. Consists of two 
men and a girl, and latter is un- 
usually plump and heavy, though 
good looking. One of the men looks 
like the understander in an acro- 
batic family act, rather than a 
dancer. He needs all his beef to 
toss his little partner around. 

Act would be mediocre but for 
the last dance, which is done in 
phosphoreszent costumes against a 
black drop. Big fellow wears no 
phosphorus, and is invisible. Girl’s 
corsage is so decorated that her 
waist, where he grabs her, is black, 
and ths as he tosses her or holds 
her aloft it looks as if she were 
floating independently in the air. 
Illusion is complete and effective. 
Hand and face makeup of the two 
who are visible shows solid purple 
in the dark, and natural as lights 
go on. Second man keeps strictly 
off in moments when foots go up, 
keeping the illusion. 





Strictly local number is Germaine 
Lix, old-time singer who, accom- 





panied by a pianist, puts over Pari- 
sian songs more effectively than 
the better known and younger 
women who have been playing the 
Goldin circuit recently. She does a 
tragic apache song without super- 
fluous g2stures, not bathos and just 
enough sob in her voice. Gets over 
her humor with snap. Diction is 
perfect—not a word missed. Pity 
she’s not younger and better-look- 
ing; if she were she could fill that 
American gap. 

Circus act which Empire always 
uses to complete the program {fs 
Houck’s trained geldings, who didn’t 
obey orders at show caught. Pic- 
ture is ‘Quadrille d'Amour,’ with 
Irene Zilahy, Hungarian star—of 
local interest only. Stern. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Why must the Fox, Brooklyn, 
spoil what could be a good vaude 
layout with the garnishments of a 
production, slowing a 45-minute 
dash into a 65-minute crawl? If it’s 
to give the customers a break, then 
the customers are wrong if they 
take it as such. Certainly, that add- 
ed and wasted time isn’t entertain- 
ment. 

Besides a draggy show here this 
week, there’s also a fair measure of 
irony. Helen Kane, the original gal 
who set boops to music, is here in 
person, while a Max Fleischer ‘Betty 
Boop’ cartoon, dubbed by Mae Ques- 
tel, is on*the screen. And to lay it 
on a bit thicker, Miss Kane’s open- 
ing special refers to the fact that 
she lost her suit against Fleischer. 
Incidentally, if anybody is wonder- 
ing what happened to Harry Car- 
roll, he’s accompanying Miss Kane 
on the piano. Carroll is practically 
doing an Al Siegal, and is handling 
Miss Kane for radio. 

The other acts are the Four 
Diplomats, Glenn and Jenkins and 
the Two Daveys. The double bill- 
ing for the latter act is a puzzler 
because it’s the male juggler who's 
the whole act. Mrs. Davey just han- 
dles the props. Davey whammed 
here at this catching, the house go- 
ing for his swearing in between 
tricks to the extent that he dragged 
down the applause honors. Miss 
Kane registered only in the latter 
portion of her stint. In the early 
part she’s serious in her renditions 
of Carroll's past hits, and it just 
doesn’t become her. When she does 
boop-a-deop with one of the Four 
Diplomats, who doubles as m. c¢., 
it’s better. 

Glenn and Jenkins get across 
nicely with their dancing and 
broom-handling, but their comedy 
chatter, ordinarily the feature of 
their turn, doesn’t get across in this 
big house. They’re worked in and 
out of the show, first as piano- 
movers, then as sweepers and then 
into their act. 

The 12-girl line shows great im- 
provement over the choruses at this 
theatre heretofore. Of the Diplo- 
mats, male quartet, beside the lad 
who doubled as m. c., one is drafted 
for a duet with a red-headed torch- 
er. Specialties of the Diplomats are 
but fair, as is their work en toto. 

On the screen fs ‘Marines Are 
Coming’ (Mascot). Biz oke Friday 
night. Scho. 


— 


Metropolitan, B’klyn 

Combination of Ann Harding and 
Robert Montgomery, on the screen 
in ‘Biography of a Bachelor Girl’ 
(MG), with Jimmy Durante (New 
Acts) on the stage, gave this under- 
the-‘L’ Loew deluxer, run like a 
grind, a big house at the Saturday 
mat. House is cheating a bit be- 
cause of the inclusion of Durante, in 
on his studio (Metro) salary, the 


usual five acts being cut to four to 
pave the way for a more reid turn- 
over. Stage end is under *~° wire 
in 52 minutes, Schnozzola taking up 


20 of these in whamming fashion. 

Durante closes the show, unusual 
for a single, but it’s probably better 
to bring him into the _ screening 
rather than hold up the show with 
encores and overtax the minds of 
two or three assistant-managers 
with what to do about those stan- 
dees. As it was, they called for 
Chief Big-beak to return even after 
20 minutes. Incidentally, the sym- 
phony in brown the nosey-kid is 
sporting here is his most striking 
creation so far. 

All three acts preceding Durante 
suit the purpose, though one of 
them includes a piece of business 
that, for dirt, by far eclipses every- 
thing tried to date. It’s a twist on 
an old gag, and is stressed to an 
objectionable point, especially be- 
fore such a mob of kids at this 
house had Saturday. Otherwise, the 
mixed team, Lorraine and Digby, is 
fine, cleverly handling an on-the- 
make theme and some funny knock- 
about. 

Opening the show is the excellent 
Hal Menken Revue, six-people flash 
dominated by the fine hoofing of the 
billed name. Turn also holds ‘a 
femme harmony trio, a good banjo- 
ist and a girl who usually does a 
Russe dance, but was on here strict- 
ly for atmosphere. 

Shirley Howard, introed over the 
p.a. as by courtesy of NBC, delivers 
a seven-minute repertoire of pops 
in fair fashion in deuce. Has voice, 
but lacks spark for stage purposes. 

Scho. 





MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


That mechanical edge which the 
Radio City Music Hall has over 
other theatres is forcefully asserted 
in the current ‘Cavalcade of Color’ 
on the stage. It’s a typical M.H. 
show in that it features sightliness 
above action, but a knockout of its 
kind. With ‘Roberta’ (Radio) as a 
screen running mate, it gives the 
big house an exceptional all-around 
program. 

Show is in three sections, with 
the punch set arriving with the sec- 
ond item and holding over for the 
finale. A shiny, silver-topped turn- 
table resting at a slight angle is 
the center of attraction, back- 
grounded by a light colored cloth 
cye on which a myriad of lights 
plays. Some of the switchboard 
tricks are magnificent. 

Nick Daks, in thé customary 
tight pants, starts it off with a 
troupe of gents who specialize in 
pirouettes and whose pants are no 
less form fitting than Nick’s. The 
ballet is also included, doing a 
sightly routine with costumes pro- 
viding a reason for the number's 
title, ‘Rhapsody in White.’ Anne 
Rosselle and Julio Martinez sing 
a Spanish introduction for the big 
number, ‘Tango in Scarlet,’ which ig 
topped by the Rockettes in an un- 
usual dance for them. Dance stag- 
ing is credited to Gene Snyder. 
Rockettes are back in the finale, as 
are the ballet girls. In the latter 
Natacha Nattova, Allen Noyes and 
Victor Ladd comprise an adagio 
trio for some uncommon tossing 
and a special song, ‘Cavalcade of 
the Blues,’ authored by Billy Daw- 
son and Lionel Shapiro, serves as a 
themer. 

Male chorus in the pit pitches in 
throughout the show, along with 
the orchestra. Latter plays Ravel’s 
Bolero as the overture, and swell. 

Business heavy opening night. 

Bige. 


PARAMOUNT, PARIS 


Paris, Feb. 22. 

Jacques Charles has put on one of 
his more attractive, if inexpensive, 
shows here this week. Calls it 
‘Cherry Time,’ after the backdrop, 
which as climax lights up with a 
flock of red balloons representing 
cherries, “ 

Basis of show is Par’s line, 24 
Blue Bell girls, who carry out real 
Tiller tradition as to precision and 
unison of movement, to say nothing 
of snap. They're by far the best in 
Paris. At one point they break the 
line for individual work, just by way 
of contrast and to show the French 
they’re not machines. Few odd spot- 
ters, splits and simple Russian steps 
by some of ‘the girls, while the 
others represent an encouraging aue 
dience, serve to increase the effect 
of the line work, which is taken up 
again immediately afterward. 

As usual, Charles gives one vaude 
number, the Three Babies, Ameri- 
can girls, in an eccentric acrobatics 
dance act. They fit in well with the 
show, and their* horseplay gets 
plenty of laughs. Good acrobatics 
by the huskiest of the three goes 
over well. 

Picture is Fox’s local made ‘La 
Vertigo,’ directed by Paul Schiller, 
ex-Paramount local studio writer, 
who has name in neons on marquee 
for first time. House was full at 
current catching. Stern, 


CHICAGO 


Chicago, March 8. 

Show this week is a prime exam- 
ple that it doesn’t take plenty of 
coin to build a good show. No 
headliners, no heavy money acts, 
but yet a bill that’s entertainment 
from start to finish. Reason for the 
lack of money play on the stage is 
the picture, ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox), 
which will push the gate into high 
numbers currently without any help 
from stage. However, the second 
issue of ‘March of Time’ on the 
screen is figured as extra weight at 
the box office, 

It’s an old-time Balaban & Katz 
production and a good one with 
plenty of excellent settings by Leo 
Stahr, fine costuming by Francis 
Pallester and uniformly eye-filling 
dance routines by Fred Evans. Pro- 
duction staff here has become tops; 
and given material to work with 
currently they turn out a bang-up 
job. 

No legitimate headliner here but 
the greatest interest currently is 
being expressed in Vivian Della 
Chiesa, who shot out into a sort of 
local spotlight recently by copping 
the flag in an amateur warbling 
contest held by WBBM, the local 
Columbia web station. Miss Chiesa 
is on late in the show to sing three 
numbers, numbers which she does 
pretty well, having sung the num- 
bers in the contest and in her first 
sustaining show on WBBM. She was 
rather awkward in getting on and 
off the stage, but that was to be 
expected. She made up for it, how- 
ever, on her really fine stage pres- 
ence and her exceptionally pleasing 
tonsils. Technically, the girl seems 
excellent, but her best point and 
that which sells every note she ute 
ters, is the warmth and body of her 
voice. Miss Chiesa apparently has 
all the necessary qualities to go 
places as a singer of classic tunes. 

With Miss Chiesa in as CBS rep, 


(Continued on page 29) 
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MICH. ALLIED’S 
PLAN TO CURB 
OPPOSISH 


Detroit, March 12. 

Agitation for municipal  or- 
dinances to establish a minimum 
cost of constructing a theatre as 
well as limit the number of theatres 
according to population, is the plan 
of Henderson M. Richey, general 
manager of Michigan Allied. He 
argues that certain overly-smart 
promoters go into a town and spend 
several hundred dollars to remodel 
a store or garage in competition to 
one already operating and which 
represents a substantial investment, 
in the hope that the established ex- 
hibitor will buy him out, rather 
than enter into cut-throat competi- 
tion, such as double bills and 
lowered admissions. 

Richey and his organization are 
planning to invade the state con- 
tacting exhibitors to put across 
sufficient strength to have the resi- 
dent lawmakers enact such favor- 
able legislation. 


BETTER BIZ INSPIRES 
GEN’L REFURBISHING 


Detroit, March 12. 

Improved business conditions here 
and in the state have started a 
building and repairing boom. Adams 
(Balaban) has already called in the 
decorator and architect for a com- 
plete overhauling, front and inside. 
New screens and equipment for the 
Savoy, Grand Rapids; Ritz, Port 
Huron; Fordson, Dearborn; and 
Hazel at Hazel Park. 

New theatres under construction 
are in Dowagiac (Roxy) and Grand 
Rapids (State). 








Roxy’s 1206 Net, 38 Wks. 


According to reports filed with 
the U. S. District Court in N, Y. by 
Howard S. Cullman, trustee of the 
Roxy theatre, N. Y., this house 
shows a net operating ovrofit of 
$120,169 for the 38 weeks from June 
15, 1934, to March 7, 1935, before in- 
terest on indebtedness. This is an 


increase of $11,784 over the same 
weeks of 1933-34, when the net 
operating profit was $8,385. Harry 
Arthur operates the theatre for 
Cullman. 

From June 15, 1934, to Jan. 3, 
1935, the theatre earned a net 


profit of $90,057, before interest on 
funded indebtedness, but after in- 
terest on receivers’ certificates. 





THIRST DIVIDEND 


In. Un- 





Wilby Remits $1.61 
drunk Liquid Assets 


Mrs, 





Although heavy inroads were 
made by crashers against the Im- 
munity club, organized at the 
M.P.T.O.A. convention by Alma S&S. 
Wilby, wife of Bob (Kincey &) Wilby, 
southern chain operator, the treas- 
ury of the club has yielded a divi- 
dend. Mrs. Wilby has sent all 
members a check for $1.61. 

Mrs. Wilby reports that ‘though the 
treasurer's office, four tables, were 
going strong from noon until the 
banquet had been started an hour; 
though there was insistence that 
those steamboat drinks be drunk; 
though Dave Palfrymen did three 
men’s work with absinthe frappes— 
with all that the treasury ended 
with a balance of $61.27, all cash.’ 

Dividend check is $1.61 for every- 
body except Ed Rowley, who gets 
only lle. but no explanation for the 
cut. 

Mrs. 
terhead printed, 
bers of her Immunity club. 


Wilby had a regular let- 
listing the mem- 
Mem- 


bership to the club was $5 daily, 
with that pooled to buy drinks. 








Critical Tipsters 





Hollywood, March 12. 

Organization similar to the 
Book of the Month Club, 
which will tip off film patrons 
which pictures they should see, 
has been formed in Baltimore. 

Society operates under the 
title of National Movie of the 
Month Club. In soliciting for 
patronage on the Coast it 
claims to be opposed to censor- 
ship of all types. 











Legislation 


Birmingham, March 12. 


While show business prepares to 
fight the 10% amusement tax in 
Mississippi, plans are underway in 
Arkansas to levy taxes on all forms 
of amusement. Plan is to tax pri- 
vate parks $800 a year. carnies and 
cireuses traveling by rail on a scale 
from $25 for two or less cars to 
$250 for 50 or more per day; travel- 
ing by truck, one to two loads $5, 


and 50 or more, $50 a day; side 
shows $15 a day. 
Picture houses with admissions 


up to 50c and 350 seats or less in 
towns of 20,000 or more, $150 a 
year; over 350 but not more than 
2,000 seats; a tax of $2.50 for each 
10 seats over 350, and where the 
total is in excess of 2,000, an addi- 
tional tax of $5 for every 200 seats. 
In towns between 10,000 and 20,- 
000 population the fee would be $15 
a year up to 350 seats and $1.25 for 
each 10 seats additional. The rate 
goes down to $10 a year in towns 
less than 1,000 population. 

Revenue would be used for relief 
purposes, but nothing is said about 
assisting exhibitors. 





N. 0.’s 2% Amus. Tax 


New Orleans, March 12. 
The local commission council 
adopted an ordinance on Friday (8) 
amending the amusement tax ordi- 
nance, Introduced by Finance Com- 


missioner A. Miles Pratt, the 
amendment causes the 2% tax to 


apply to each admission ticket to 
motion picture houses rather than 
to the gross on all the admissions. 

The ordinance was originally 
drawn that way but it was amended 
after its passage. 


‘ >.» e 
Roberta’s’ L. A. Grind 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Projectionists marathon was pull- 
ed by the RKO Hillstreet for the 
first two days of ‘Roberta,’ which 
is playing day-and-date with War- 
ners Hollywood. New stunt for a 
deluxer here was the opening of the 
doors at 7 a.m. on the opening 
day (8). 
On Saturday same policy was fol- 


lowed with the pic running continu- 
ously through Saturday night. 





Lightman Adds Pal, Memphis 


Memphis, March 12. 
Transfer of Loew's Palace to 
joint operation by M. A. Lightman 
and Paramount has been com- 
pleted. Deal is for five years. 
Lightman now controls four out of 
five uptown theatres here. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Metro bought ‘Second Mrs. Lin- 
tin,’ the second novel of Wilson Col- 
lison studio has taken within a 
week. Other was ‘Dark Dames.’ 

Screen rights to four stories taken 
by Cameo. They are ‘Rich Rela- 
tions,’ by Priscilla Wayne; ‘High 
Hat’ and ‘Penthouse Love,’ by Alma 
Sioux Scarberry and Joseph Mc- 
Cord’s ‘Silver Linings.’ 

Columbia has taken the screen 
rights to Diana Bourbon’s ‘Atlantic 
Adventurer.’ 

Paramount bought Vina Delmar'’s 
‘Bracelets’ as starrer for Carole 
Lombard. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 12. 

New production tag for ‘Proud 
Princess’ at Fox is ‘Suite Sixteen.’ 

Metro's department of justice 
yarn becomes ‘Public Hero No. 1,’ 
on change over from ‘B. 1, TD. 7.’ 

Mascot’s ‘Headline’ goes on 
release sheet as ‘City News.’ 
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CUTTING DOWN 
YEAR OLO FILMS 


Antiquated Features in Re- 
duced Size Ballyhooed by 
16 mm. People as New 
Source of Additional Rev- 
enue to Producers-Distrib- 
utors 


_ 


THEATRES’ REVIVALS 





A feasible plan which would mean 
additional income for film producers 
and distributors on all features, now 
more or less relegated to the dis- 
card after the first two years of 
general release, is in process of con- 
summation by 16 millimeter sound- 
film and equipment manufacturers. 
Basic thought is to give the pro- 
ducer, through: the distribution 
hookup, and the exchanges a pro- 
portionate cut in the rental of 16 
mm. films, after they have been ‘cut 
down’ from the regulation 35 mm. 
size of the original. Such features 
would at least be two years old. 

It would make possible for these 
two groups to share in rental fees 
obtained from non-professional 
showing of feature talking pictures 
of 16 millimeter dimension. And in 
this way would add to business 
grossed by each feature so handled. 

Currently, there is plenty of de- 
mand for sound feature pictures in 
the 16 mm. size, according to those 
interested in its development. Those 
in the small-picture field have found 
that the best film is obtained by 
‘shooting’ the picture with a 35 mm. 
sound camera and then reducing it 
to smaller size. This is the cus- 
tomary procedure with companies 
making the bulk of the industrial 
films for outright sale. 

The cost of reducing the normal 
film negative to 16 mm. is relatively 
small. Each producing company 
would be able to designate its 
most suitable features for 16 mm. 
distribution, thereby building up a 
complete library of such subjects 
for the miniature picture use. All 
would be rented and distributed on 


(Continued on page 31) 


N. W. FILMERS RESENT 








Tacoma, March 12. 

Film men burned when the big 
p. m. sheet, mow carrying more of 
their display than any other paper, 
commented about the need of more 
legit houses like Civic Auditorium 
to take care of bookings for opera, 
etc. The paper estimated 1,200 
Tacomans attended a legit show in 
Seattle in two nights and spent 
$2,000 besides which should have 
been rang up here. 

Several years ago the Temple 
theatre was built by Masons, house 
now leased by John Hamrick for 
second run duals at 10-15¢ and 
packing ’em in. 


FLINT’S SINGLE PIC TRY 


After Two Years—Duals Only Once | 
Weekly—‘Guest’ Films 











Detroit, March 12. 

April 1 marks the date for single 
billing of features in Flint, Mich., 
which has operated under the dou- 
ble bill policy the past two years. 
Agreement was reached this week 
after much bickering. Looks like 
this agreement will really stand, as} 
recently a like pact was broken by| 


failure of the exhibitors to adhere | 
to original ruling. 

Agreement provides that theatres 
may double bill one change a week 
and in addition may have a ‘guest’ 
picture. ‘Guest’ 1s film that has | 
| played all runs and may be played | 
jon the single feature program with- 
out being designated as a double 
| Dini. 


} 
| 
| 
| 





DAILY’S LEGIT BALLY 








U. S. Wants Protection for Its Nat'l 
Parks When H'wood Uses Locations 





Negative Cost 





Hollywood, March 12. 
Express companies did a 
rush business last week ship- 
ping exposed film out of the 
state to escape the state’s 4% 
tax which falls due as of the 
first Monday in March. Film 
went to Nevada, was returned 
here on Tuesday. 
Shippers were all shoestring 
producers who _ feel morally 
okay about the whole affair. 


RADIO BALLY UPS BIZ 
FOR TRENDLE, DETROIT 


Detroit, March 12. 

Trendle-Publix circuit has been 
using radio to build theatre at- 
tendance via 15-minute daily pro- 
grams and 30-minute session on 
Sunday over WXYZ. 

Earl Hudson, publicity 
writes the scripts which includes 
dramatization of current features 
and continuity, also the spot an- 
nouncements which are carried 
throughout the week. Reaction to 
this form of advertising is repre- 
sented by increased attendance. 














head, 








Anti All-Night Films’ 
Blast Disturbs Detroit 


Detroit, March 12, 

Seasonal outburst comes from 
Eleanore L. Hutzel, Detroit police- 
woman, in an attack on all night 
films, by attributing to them many 
of the delinquencies of minors 
which have attracted the attention 
of the newspapers. 

Policewoman Hutzel further states 
that all-night pictures offer an op- 
portunity for irregular living; also 
that such places offer a haven for 
runaway girls. [Town has an 
ordinance barring children under 16 
not accompanied by parents from 
attending theatres after 8 p.m.] 

There are nine open-all-night 
theatres in Detroit and this is the 
first time that they have come 
under fire. Exhibitors have always 
co-operated to the fullest on all 
ordinances. 





Garver Heads Wampas 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Oliver Garver, studio representa- 
tive for National Screen Service, 
has been elected president of the 
Wampas. He defeated John Miles of 
Paramount. 

Other officers elected were Max- 
well Shane, and Joe Reddy, v.p.’s; 
Lindsley Parsons, secretary; Wilson 
Heller, treasurer, and J. Leroy John- 
ston, Fred Stanley, Mark Larkin, 
Thornton Sargent, Sam W. B. Cohn, 
and Al Parmenter, directors. 


New Contracts 


Hollywood, March 12, 


Mollie Lamont, English actress, 
has been given a termer by Radio. 


She was a South African beauty 
winner. 

June Clayworth and Onslow 
Stevens had their options taken up 
by Universal, the seventh time for 
the actor. 

Paramount has’ given William 
|Slavens McNutt writing contract 
for one year. First assignment, ‘So 
Red the Rose.’ ° 

Figuring to develop his comedy 
talents, Paramount has given a 
termer to Benny Paker, ex-Lou | 
Holtz stooge. 

Francis Faragoh draws a terme: 
at Radio and the writing assignment 
on ‘Crime of Svivester Bonnard.’ 

Option on Raymond Walborn 
taken up by Colum’) vith view to 
building up the piayer tor leads. 


= —_ 
Washington, March 12. 
Film producers will be required 
to post bond before receiving per- 
mission to use the nation’s Federal 
parks as locations, following a tiff 
between the industry and Secretary 
of the Interior Ickes over charges 
that Government property has been 


seriausly damaged by Hollywood 
companies. 
Bonding arrangement is in the 


nature of a compromise proposal by 
industry representatives and an al- 
ternative for an outright-fee plan 
cooked up by Ickes several weeks 
ago. Responding to pressure from 
half-dozen sources, cabinet member 
is set to agree to the bond system 
and to drop his scheme to make 
money out of the film industry. 

Row had its inception when Sol 
Lesser sought permission to film a 
picture in Zion Canyon National 
Park, Utah, and was told he could 
use Government property only by 
coughing up $5,000. Park superin- 
tendent refused to grant necessary 
permission and Ickes backed him 
up, naming the arbitrary price. 
Subsequent negotiations cut the 
figure to $2,000, but Lesser must 
make an outright payment instead 
of posting a guarantee to cover any 
damage. 

Origin of the department’s fee 
plan was when park officials re- 
ported that $3,000 expenditure was 
required to clean up and repair 
damage assertedly done by com- 
panies making ‘Sequoia’ (Metro), 
Government sources said refusal of 
producers to bear this hurden made 
it necessary to devise some means 
of protection against continued ex- 
penses following Hollywood inva- 
sions. 

Reduced Bonds 

Negotiations between representa- 
tives of the Hays organization and 
Interior officials not only effected 
the reduction in the price stipulated 
to Lesser but brought about an 
agreement by the Government to 
consider the bond system. Industry 
spokesmen pointed out that this 
method gives adequate protection to 
the Army and Navy when their 
property and equipment is used for 
film purposes and that the average 
guarantee required by these depart- 
ments is only $2,000 to $2,500 al- 
though sometimes the coverage has 
been upped to $25,000. 

Payoff in the Interior-Hollywood 
dispute is the fact that the Govern- 
ment for years has been spending 
fat sums promoting publicity about 
the park system and has shoveled 
out cash readily to make its own 


business. “Even in the days of 
Woodrow Wilson, oodles of Govern- 
ment dough were spent in this type 
of propaganda to promote the “See 
America First’ idea, 

Film industry was backed up in 
its protest movement by hotel man- 
agers, concessionnaires and rail- 
roads, all of whom usually profit 
handsomely when Hollywood com- 
panies use park sites for locations. 
Cancellation of plans of three com- 
panies to use the parks, which fol- 
lowed the Ickes order, brought 
squawks from these sources, which 
emphasized that ordinarily Holly- 
wood business comes at the slack 
season and is of great value in 
meeting overhead. 








‘Marietta’s’ 2d Delayed 
Start in New Orleans 


New Orleans, March 12. 
World premiere of ‘Naughty 
Marietta’ was postponed by Loew’s 
State here for the second time in as 











many weeks. Theatre inserted ads 
in all local dailies (8) saving ‘again 
iwe have to disappoint you. We hope 
ito get the picture ahead of the other 
eatres for a world premiere!’ 
Film was originally slated for 
showing during the MPTOA cone- 
| vention but was called off when job 


ompleted in 
‘ond time for 
Was again 


f editing film was not « 
Scheduled the se 
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NAUGHTY MARIETTA 

starring JEANETTE MacDONALD 
and NELSON EDDY with Frank 
Morgan, Douglas Dumbrille. Music by 
Victor Herbert. A W. S. Van Dyke 
Production. Book and Lyrics by Rida 
Johnson Young. -Produced by Hunt 
Stromberg. A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
Picture. 


RECKLESS 

starring JEAN HARLOW and 
WILLIAM POWELL with Franchot 
Tone, May Robson, Ted Healy, Nat 
Pendleton, Robert Light. Produced by 
David O. Selznick. Directed by Victor 
Fleming. A Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer 


Picture. 
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: Boston. 
Joe DiPesa of the State theatre 
publicity department successfully 


worked a number gag with a lead- 
ing restaurant in Boston as part of 


his campaign on ‘After Office 
Hours.’ 

At each table in both Steuben 
restaurants a card was placed 


bearing copy on the picture and a 
cut of Clark Gable and Constance 
Bennett in a scene from the picture. 
At the top of the card the fol- 
lowing: ‘Are You Lucky? Every 
day this week SIX patrons of Steu- 
ben’s will be our guests at Loew’s 
State theatre. Watch your check 
number and see if it is one of the 
SIX posted daily at the cashier's 
desk. If it is, tell the cashier when 
you pay your check and receive 
Two Guest Tickets to see this 
sparkling picture.’ 

In addition to the table cards 
each menu carried a tip—one carry- 
ing the following copy: ‘Look for 
the Check Number—then plan to 
see Clark Gable and Constance 
Bennett in ‘After Office Hours.’ 
DiPesa reports a very favorable 
reaction to this one both from 
patrons and the restaurant man- 
agement. The restaurant’s dance 
band leader made radio announce- 
ments during the nightly broad- 
casts; and window cards prepared 
incoming restaurant patrons for the 
tie-up. 

The State theatre also tied in 
with drug stores on paper nap- 
kins; distributed blotters to office 
buildings; tied in with markets; 
Western Union; and arranged for 
tire covers on a fleet of Boston 
cabs. On the ‘Matinee of the Air,’ 
over WEEI, Boston, a special 15- 
minute script from the film was 
dramatized; and in the Boston 
Globe the theatre ran a_ week's 
serialization on ‘Office Hours,’ 
gratis 


Two on ‘Folies’ 
Baltimore. 

Among the myriad stunts cooked 
up by Herb Morgan, hustler of 
Loew's Century, for ‘lolies Bergere’ 
(UA), were a pair of real out- 
standers: 

First he got 100 cheap straw hats 
from a manufacturer here; lids 
were last year’s leftovers and Mor- 
gan snagged ’em for a song. He 
attached paper bands over the regu- 
lar cloth ones. Copy on the paper 
bands plugged the pic. The lids 
were then distributed among the 
downtown newsbeys, with whom 
they made an immediate hit, since 
boys wore ’em as sort of a lark. 
Public was drawn to stunt, since 
a straw hat on the street in March 
always catches eyes. 

Other stunt was effected by tie-up 
with loop dept. store. 1,000 toy 
balloons were let off roof of bldg at 
appointed hour. Every balloon car- 
ried a prize of some sort; 100 toted 
ducats for ‘Follies, rest carried small 
prizes given by store. Reason the 
store was snagged for stunt was 
that Morgan arranged to. slip it 
some free publicity on his screen by 
announcing event as _ fountaining 
from store and carrying prizes from 
store, 


Tied to Week 


Not a particularly close connec- 
tion between ‘Devil Dogs of the 
Air’ and the Officers’ Reserve Corps, 
but there is between ‘Dogs’ and 
Defense Week, so Frank Savage, of 
the Warner theatre, Youngstown, 
O., persuaded the 16 local members 
of the corps to make a short parade 
to the theatre on Sunday, where 
the flag was raised to a _ bugle 
obbligato, and a brief talk made. 

Got a four-column picture in the 
Telegram, and that carried a two- 
column head for the Spring Season 
announcement. Nice work. 


Stick to Straws 


tochester. 

tochester plugged Mau- 
straw hat in con- 
nection with ‘Follies Bergere.’ 
Couple of clowns with six-foot 
skimmers dashed about downtown 
streets, weaving in and out of 
traffic and attracting plenty of at- 
tention. Theatre also distributed 
10,000 cardboard miniature hats 
carrying Chevalier’s phiz and ad for 
the show. Huge window displays, 
double-page co-op ad in newspapers 
and street banner also used. 


Loew's 
rice Chevalier's 





After the Pupils 


Pittsburgh. 

Gene Murphy premoted a neat tle- 
up for ‘After Office Hours’ at Penn 
with Royal Typewriter Co. Con- 
tests were set in Iron City Secreta- 
vial School, Grace Martin School and 
Boyd Business College, representing 
total enrollment of more than 1,000 


students, in which passes were 
awarded for proficiency in work. 
In this connection, stills from the 
flicker were also tacked all over 


the bulletin boards in these schools, 





Omaha. 

Now that prohibition is a faded 
issue and the bars are once more 
open another medium is available 
for exploitation stunts. Making use 
of this element as part of a cam- 
paign, Louise Cotter, of the Bran- 
deis theatre, devised a gag to strike 
the bar patrons’ notice to ‘The 
Whole Town’s Talking.’ 

This one is a more or less new 
cocktail formula named for the pic- 
ture. Titled ““alk of the Town 
Cocktail’ it fits appropriately into 
the bar atmosphere. It gets the 
name on the menu and calls atten- 
tion to the film especially since it’s 
a new one and the customers like 
to know how to make it and where 
it was discovered. 

At present being offered in most 
of the downtown favorite spots, and 
evidently bidding to stay.. Now on 
the list at the Mayfair Club, the 
Cloverleaf, Conant, Fox Hunt Club 
and the Town Tattler. 

Directions for concocting: 

One ounce of gin: white of one 
egg; juice % lime; one teaspoon 
cream; three Grenadine. Shake well 
in ice. Rub wine glass in sugar. 
Put a drop or two of Grenadine in 
bottom of glass, and pour in mix- 
ture. 


Whooped Up Contest 
Cleveland. 

For ‘Roberta's’ two-week run at 
WB Hippodrome, exploiteer Mort 
Goodman broke several local tradi- 
tions in connecting with a swank 
night club. Taking a tip from the 
Ginger Rogers-Fred Astaire rou- 
tines, he invented a foxtrot tourney 
with three major prizes. 

One that excited most comment, 
especially when ‘Cleveland News’ 


sponsored publicity on it, was an 
unlimited engagement at Harry 
Propper’s Mayfair Club for top 
winners. Besides getting featured 


spot in Propper's floor revue, ace 
foxtrotters will get free trip to New 
York and back on bus, promoted 
through Greyhound Lines. Second 
pair in finals March 13 will receive 
$15 each in addition to three-month 
pass to Hipp. Consolation prizes 
for third best couple are dance 
slippers to each half of team, auto- 
graphed by Ginger and Astaire. 

Campaign’s effectiveness proven 
when nearly 100 amateur foxtrot- 
ters signed for contest’s opening 
day. 


Tire covers and tire cards have 
been standard for a long time, but 
in many cities there is another lead 
which does not appear to have been 
developed very far. This is the bi- 
cycle card employed in towns where 
bicycles are generally used by de- 
livery boys. 

Most diamond frame machines 
are approximately the same size 
and irregular boards to fit these 
spaces can be cut from old mate- 
rial and painted over. Grommets 
should be placed at least two points 
under the top bar with another to 
permit a tie-off to the lower part 
of the frame. Signs should be 
painted with oil or, for easier re- 
movel, with dry pigment mixed with 
water glass. This will resist rain 
for the few days the announcement 
is in use and can be removed with 
wood alcohol to soften and then a 
soap powder. Delivery boys prac- 
tically cover the town and a pass 
apiece will carry the advertising 
far. 

There's another idea which ap- 
pears to have been forgotten, though 
it is applicable to many deliv- 
ery trucks with flanged hubs. These 
are discs of compo board of slight- 
ly less diameter than the wheels. 
In the center, at the back, is a half- 
circular shoulder built to fit over 
the hub. Two small furniture 
casters are set in to permit the 
wheel to revolve without turning 
the card, and a weight at the lower 
edge of the card will hold it always 
perpendicular. These are more 
dificult to make than the bicycle 
type, but they give a big smash on 
a local delivery truck which can- 
not be side bannered. Helped along 
by the fact that people will won- 
der why the card does not turn with 
the wheel, 


Pop-Ups 

A. P. Waxman has gotten out a 
‘pop-up’ book for G-B Productions 
with a vivid panorama of the battle 
of Waterloo when the book is opened 
at the center. That’s for Arliss in 
‘The Iron Duke.” Other pages plug 
various other G-B releases. Makes 
a showy turnout, and pops are still 
enough of a novelty to command 
managerial attention. 


Loew's circuit is featuring the} 
player rather than the play this 
year in its campaign, ‘Loew's Pa- 


rade of Stars,’ for the Month of 
February, devoting the exploitation 
to the stars in various productions 
to appear in Loew theatres, 


Rapes sa ene oes wr ; eee Nk ae iy ask 





Earle theatre, Philadelphia, made 
as much fuss over the Vitaphone 
girls on their first engagement 
over the studio layoff as he would 
over a film, and got the most for 
his money. 

Among the stunts employed were 
40 jumbo telegrams from Western 
Union in the windows, house staff 
dressed with Vitaphone banners, 
and a special lobby display all week 
with telegrams from Hollywood 
stars, 

The girls rolled in on a special 
bus from New York, the bus al! 
dolled up, and for three days they 
appeared in a local fashion show 
with Roscoe Ates. One of Ginger 
Rogers’ gowns was on window dis- 
play, and there were girls in the 
flapjack tossing department in a 
restaurant and in a doughnut frv- 
ing depot. 

Signs were obtained in 850 taxis, 
menu cards in five restaurants and 
two broadcasts, 





Plenty on ‘Folies’ 

Cleveland. 
Lobby of Loew’s State was turned 
into an outdoor Parisian cafe, fea- 
turing a costume contest and mid- 
night dance after show for the triple 
exploitation tie Milt Harris ar- 

ranged ‘Folies Bergere’ preview. 
Harris gave new wrinkle to old 
lobby ballyhoo by giving free gate 
to previewers who wore French 
masquerades in character with 
Chevalier pix. Others charged for 
admission. Winners picked for most 
unique costumes were awarded 
prizes totaling $40, judges picking 
them as they walked across stage 


before screening. Girl hostesses 
wearing Chevalier straw hats 
handed out coffee and chocolate 


bars in cafe booths, while winners 
afterwards led dance. 


Previous to stunt p.a. flooded 
town with 10,000 ‘Folies Bergere’ 
heralds, 5,000 movie cards with 


Firestone agency for auto service 
during preview, 100 taxi tire covers 
of Chevalier’s phiz and_ theatre 
stickers attached to morning papers 
given to guests by certain hoteis. 
Also had florists: feature Ann Soth- 
ern roses. Haberdashers fell for 
Chevalier name by window-display- 


Lincoln, 

Amateur composers get their 
chance this week with Milton Over- 
man’s contest in connection with 
‘Lover Divine,’ the Schubert story. 
Overman, over radio, has asked that 
all those who write a mean note to 
submit any of their work for judg- 
ing. Judging is carried in for each 
music classification and the winner's 
work will be brought to the atten- 
tion of a music publishing house. 

Also the winning score will be 
orchestrated, and on the night the 
picture closes it'll be used on a 
radio program. 

Plugging ‘After Office Hours,’ Pat 
Patchen of the Stuart set up a min- 
iature office in the theatre lobby and 
promoted Western Union to set up 
a teletype. Girl sat at the teletype 
all day writing out telegrams to 
patrons who came by signed by the 
stars in ‘Office Hours’ asking that 
they make it a point to attend the 
picture, which comes up this week. 
Also a regulation memo pad with 
the picture opening date on it was 
cat-tracked in shorthand with a lit- 
tle note about going to lunch with 
the boss and seeing ‘After Office 





Hours.’ These were distributed to 
all offices. 
Two from Paris 
Paris. 
Paramount exploitation depart- 


ment has stirred Paris by putting 
three men on horseback, dressed as 
Bengal Lancers, parading around 
the Place de l’'Opera and up and 
down the Grande Boulevarde. 
Parisians thought at first muggs 
were new type of police, on guard 
to prevent riots, but they soon 
found way to Paramount theatre, 
where another lancer stands, afoot. 
Parading is in addition to usual 
dressing of theatre facade with 
papier mache figures. Par is mak- 
ing unusual attempt to put over 
‘Lancer.’ 

Further along boulevards Ameri- 
can exploitation methods are help- 
ing put» over ‘Merry Widow’ 
(MGM). Under marquee of Made- 
leine, where film is being shown, 
are humorous cutouts showing 
scenes from film, in color, and legs 
of chorines, on pivots, wag to and 
fro. Animation is rare in Paris 





ing straw hats with slogan cards a 
month ahead of usual date. 


signs, and the movement gets a 
laugh from the crowd. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 








Buffalo. 

Changes in the local Shea organi- 
zation included the advancement of 
John Carr former manager of the 
Hipp to supervisor of all neighbor- 
hood houses, Nelson Martin, going 
in as Hipp manager. Frank Quin- 
liven moves from the Kensington 
to assistant manager at the Hipp. 
Carl Rindsen goes from the Elm- 
wood to the Kensington and Joseph 
Weinstein, formerly of the Shea 
booking department and later with 
the Basil chain, becomes manager 
of the Elmwood. 


Sharpsville, Pa. 
City council here has repealed an 
old ordinance which prohibited 
Sunday shows. The measure has 
been the subject of discussion for a 
number of weeks. 





New York. 

Moses Silverman, former head of 
the now defunct Picture Guild Cir- 
cuit in the Bronx, has acquired the 
Pastime theatre as the first of a 
possible new string of picture 
houses. Associated with Silverman 
in his new project is his son, David, 
formerly with the Fox Metropolitan 
Theatres. 

Warner Bros. has brought Sam 
Clark from Chicago into the N. Y. 
home office on advertising. Instead 





of being replaced in Windy City 
Clark will handle that spot from 
New York. 
Bronx, N. Y. 
Springer - Cocalis Circuit will 


build a new picture house in the 
Westchester Square section of this 


borough. Ground to be broken 
this spring. 

Albany. 
James Wright has been named as- 
sistant to Fred Shafer, Schines’ 
Glove theatre, Gloversville. 
Warners’ Lincoln, Troy, closed. 
American and Troy still playing 
films. 


William L. Heiss has been named 
manager of Schines’ Rialto and km- 
pire in Glens Falls, 





New Britain, Conn. 


Changes in Warner Bros. the- 
atres: Thomas C. Grace, from as- 
sistant manager Strand to manage) 
Embassy; David FE. Sugarmann, 
from manager Embassy to manager 
Colonial, Hartford; Jack Sanson 





from manager Colonial, Hartford, 
to manager State, So. Manchester, 


Oklahoma City. 

Bill No. 243 now pending in com- 
mittee provides for a levy of 5% 
against all amusements and thea- 
tres operated in Oklahoma. 

Theatre Owners of Oklahoma 
elected O. E. Enloe, of the Criterion 
theatre, at El Reno, secretary- 
treasurer to fill office of late R. M. 
(Ish) Clark. 

Harry G. and Mrs. Waldron, 
Oklahoma City, have purchased the 
Rainbow and Log Cabin in Sul- 
phur, and will soon have a third 
de luxe theatre now undergoing 
construction. The Rainbow will be 
remodeled and name changed to 
Mayfair. 


Lincoln. 

William Youngelaus opened the 
State, Central City, Neb., March 1. 
He has scheduled the opening of 
the Empress, Grand Island, March 
15. 

Rowan Miller, former manager of 
the Granada, Norfolk, Neb., is now 
on the road for General Motors. 
His wife is operating a house in 
Marysville. Kan. 

Jack Beachler, manager of the 
Grand Island Majestic, is father of 
a seven-pound girl. 

A. J. Burrus, Crete, Neb., owner- 
manager of the Isis, has bought out 
A. W. Persons, who had been run- 
ning the opposition Lyric, in Crete. 

Floyd McDermott, owner of the 
Princess, Oconto, Neb. has closed 
it up. 

Marshall Riskel is opening a new 
house at [lm Creek, Neb, 

Cairo, Cairo, Neb., is being re- 
opened by Owen Frederick. 

Cincinnatt. 
returned to his for- 
mer post as manager of the local 
United Artists exchange. He sup- 
plants William A. V. Mack, who 
leaves the org and goes back to his 
home in Syracuse, N, Y. 


Max Stahl 





Oil City, Pa. 


Harris Amusement Co. has dis- 
continued operation of the Drake 
and Lyric theatres here. Order re- 
linquishing the leases’ effective 
March 2, 

Los Angeles 

I.. P. Clark has succeeded Walter 
Kofeldt, resigned, as manager of the 
F-WC Criterion, Santa Monica. 
Morty Teinstein becomes house 
manager, 

Sart rs 
my STEROL” wag é 





EXPLOITATION + +--+ By Epes W. Sargent 
Arbitrary Selection Like a Clover Club Booming the Girls | Two from Lincoln Slickly Planned 


Exhib with ‘Sequoia’ on an early 
booking has his main stunt all 
planned. There are four grade 
schools and one high school in his 
town. Gag is to send each grade 
principal 25 tickets, with 50 to the 
high school, with a note telling that 
this is a picture every child should 
see. He knows, the note runs on, 
that there are pupils who cannot 
afford admissions in the present 
Stress, and he asks the principals 
to make distribution to the neediest 
children, since it is a picture he 
wants all to attend. 

He figures that this will give em- 
phasis to the story and make it 
easier, a few days later, to request 
a card on the bulletin board. He 
worked the stunt before on another 
picture, and it did so well he is tak- 
ing an encore. 

Principal figures that it’s simple 
to say that a picture is educational, 
but when the house loosens up on 
tickets it means something. Of 
course, a special pair for the prin- 
cipal is included. 

In some towns it should be pos- 
sible to work up the educators to 
closing school an hour earlier to 
permit children to attend the mati- 
nee. If this is done, the local S.P. 
C. A. might be induced to kick ‘n 
and add its own appeal. 

One manager figured on getting 
after the local League of Decency, 
but on second thought it came to 
him that it might give some of them 
the idea it was the only thing he 
had to brag about, so that scheme 
went out 





Talked Trailers 

Small timer with a stage which 
permits drops to be taken straight 
up has worked up a talked trailer 
idea that for the time, at any rate, 
is working better than film trailers 
and doesn't cost as much. Man- 
ager has an attachment to cut into 
the picture horns which can be 
used from his office. He also has 
a straight cloth drop of dark mate- 
rial made like the old-fashioned 
flats with rigid sides to give him 
an even surface. Incidentally he 
uses %-inch iron pipe instead of 
batten for the sides. 

On this smooth surface he works 
out the title and dates of the com- 
ing picture, employing two sizes of 
cutout letters which are provided 
with hooks in the back to permit 
them to be attached to the fabric, 
All letters are silvered, but take 
color from whatever medium is 
used in the spot. 

This is lowered when desired 
and the manager starts a spiel to 
interest in the coming attraction, 
He has the faculty of speaking with 
enthusiasm, and communicating 
this to the listeners. Never runs 
more than five minutes and not 
often that. No _ superlatives and 
straightforward story of what to 
expect. 





Mostly Music 


Boston. 
_Ben Rosenberg, manager of the 
Fenway, has effected a tie-up with 
a Hub restaurant that has proven 
a valuable biz booster especially in 
merchandising musical films. 

Not only does the dance band 
there play hit numbers from the 
Fenway theatre’s current attraction, 
but the master of ceremonies fur- 
ther clinches the sale by making a 
separate announcement of the the- 
atre’s attraction from the floor. To 
create additional interest in his 


theatre, Rosenberg has arranged 
with the restaurant to run ‘lucky 
dances’ every evening in which 


guest tickets or autographed photos 
are given to the winners. An at- 
tractive easel in the lobby of the 
restaurant, changed weekly, hits the 
dine and dance patrons coming and 
going. 

During a recent run of ‘All the 
King’s Horses,’ the Fenway, in con- 
junction with the Paramount thea- 
tre, tied in with a leading Boston 
department store where an entire 
window was devoted to the hit tune 
of the picture, ‘White Gardenia.’ 
Amidst a display of gardenias were 
scattered numerous title pages of 
the song. 





Columbia’s Chevs 


Columbia Pictures has negotiated 
a flock of Chevs for a contest on 
‘Why is the whole town talking 
about the new Chevrolet?’ Contest 
is now on and will close July 1. 
Five cars will be given as awards, 

Two other cars are for the exhibi- 
tors making the best campaigns on 


their local dates, using the Chev 
hookups. 
Laddiegrams 
RKO ts sending out a variation of 
the Jimbo telegrams in the form of 
‘Laddiegrams'’ to exploit Gene 
Stratton Porter's ‘Laddie’ to exhibs 
and circuit officials. Message runs 
in quarter-inch letters, with the ad- 
dress filed in to match, each recipi- 
ent being specially named. Not a 
new idea, but still effective. 
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has proven his right to the title again! 


Within the past year, Will Rogers gave you “David 
Harum,” “Handy Andy,” “Judge Priest,” “The 
County Chairman.” Now, critics announce, comes the 


best of them all. Your receipts will sustain their verdict. 


Los Angeles Examiner: The most hilarious Will Rogers 
picture. Kept the preview audience laughing so continually 
that the dialogue was often missed. 

The Exhibitor: Probably one of the best of the Rogers 


series from the dough and entertainment standpoint. Will be 
the usual clean-up. 


Showmen’s Round Table: Rogers in his best picture. Will 
draw youngsters and adults, pleasing universally. Rogers’ 
popularity a sure draw. 

Motion Picture Daily: Rib-rocking, heart-socking entertain- 
ment loaded with laughter. Should flood showmen’s coffers 
with plenty of do-re-me. 

Variety Daily: Top-notch, laugh-getting entertainment that 
has everything to please Rogers fans and those who have yet 
to become addicts of the Oklahoma sage. 
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7 SLIM SUMMERVILLE 
&) STERLING HOLLOWAY > 
| Produced by Sol M. Wurtzel 


Directed by George Marshall 


: Suggested by the book by 
. Waiter B. Pitkin. Screen 
ce play by Lamar Trotti. 















P. $. Hollywood is 
buzzing with talk 
that ’’George 
White's 1935 
Scandals” is the 
most appealing 
musical George 
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ENCHANTED APRIL 


(Continued from page 15)~ 


would have gone leagues towards 
putting the picture over. 

The plot of ‘Enchanted April’ is 
elemental for all its British redol- 
ence, taste and good manners. It 
cries for situations, dramatic con- 
flict and action. That never arrives, 
and the picture ends like a bedtime 
story for grownups, which puts you 
to sleep and is easily forgotten. 

It concerns a married woman 
whose husband has turned novelist 
and then turned away from her. 
She talks a club colleague into rent- 
ing an Italian castle for the month 
of April, one whose husband, also, 
is bringing her little happiness. He's 
a highly conceited barrister, but in 
Reginald Owen a thoroughly enter- 
taining character. Owen steals what 
there is to steal in the film, espe- 
cially after he’s gone to the castle 
to join his runaway spouse. There 
are an old dowager and a young 
lady of nobility also, the latter the 
object of the affections of the novel- 
ist (Frank Morgan). It all pans out 
sweetly and without any fireworks, 
as expected, with tee novelist and 
his wife reunited. 

Miss: Harding plays the lonely 
wife. She just comes and. goes in 
this picture. Morgan is equally 
wasted. Miss Alexander, Jane Bax- 
ter, Ralph Forbes and Jessie Ralph: 
are strong support in weak material. 
Charles Judels adds up here for a 


very mild laughter total. The di- 
rection is conventional and undis- 
tinguished. Char, 
5] 2 . 
IT’S A BET 
(BRITISH MADE) 
London, Feb. 20. 
British International production and. re- 
lease. Story adapted from novel, “Hide 


Features Helen, Chan- 
Directed by Alexander 
London, Feb. 


and I'll Find You.’ 
dler, Gene Gerrard. 
Esway. At Rialto theatre, 
iS. Running time, 69 mins. 


A slick and pleasing comedy, laid 
in attractive country scenes, with 
plenty of laughs and an almost 
plausible story. 

Young journalist, in love and out 
of work through printing a story 
of inefficiency of police methods in 
tracing lost persons, accepts a bet 
with his rival that he will disappear 
and evade detection for one month. 
Stakes are to be a job on the other’s 
paper and $2,500 against his only 
‘asset,’ a ticket in a sweepstake. 

He abandons his shabby car and 
intends to keep to the by-ways, but 
it is stolen and used in a smash 
and grab raid. His picture is plas- 
tered all over the place as being 
the missing owner and the fun be- 
gins. In and out of seaside and 
village hideaways; acting as nurse-' 
niais to vlepliaats uta fair, windiag 
up the merry-go-round with dyed 
hair, and always on the run. Hunted 
man finally falls in with another 
charmer who helps him and he wins 
the wager, after various vicissitudes 
and narrow escapes. To crown all, 
his sweep ticket wins him $150,000 
and his former rival wins the orig- 
inal girl, leaving him free to woo 
his new love. 

This role suits Gene Gerrard bet- 
ter than any of his recent charac- 
terizations. He brings a sincerity 
and naturalness to the part that 
gains sympathy. Quiet charm of 
Helen Chandler fits into the part of 
the girl who stands by and helps, 
not knowing whether the wanted 
man is really a bandit or the bet- 
winning clubman he claims to be. 

Direction is easy and the pace 
speedy, without developing into 
farce tempo. Supporting charac- 
ters are well chosen, and there is 





not a jarring note. Good, whole- 
some fare anywhere. 

Universal production and release. Stars 
Gene Raymond, Henry Hull, Frances 
Drake. Features June Clayworth, Helen 
Lowell, Douglas Fowley, Clark Williams. 


Directed by Eddie Buzzell. From story by. 
Octavus Roy Cohen. Continuity and dialog, 
Arthur Caesar, Harvey Thew; camera, 










Chas. Stumar. At Astor, N. Y., week 
March 9, '35. Running time, 68 mins. 
Carey Marshall...csceospces Gene Raymond 
Hamp Baxter...... bsueedesanen Henry Hull 
DO COMeCroh..cceceveccscs Frances Drake 
Pat Warren..ccee eses »».-June Clayworth 
Chris Bilake.....:s ---Clark Williams 
oS eer ere --Douglas Fowley 
Major Marshal..... .Frederick Burton 
Perr ee Edward Ellis 
POU BUIORa 64.4 <i gescnensees Clifford Jones 
‘Transient Lady’ will be more 


profitable with a running mate. Not 
strong enough to successfully play a 
Jone hand in spite of a cast which 
stars three players and features four 
others. Limited plot material. 

It’s the yarn of an itinerant skat- 
ing rink which makes a pitch in a 
small southern town. Town is run 
by Henry Hull, whose reign is at- 
tacked by Frederick Burton. Hull's 
brother, secure in his elder’g politi- 
cal powers, heads the town's 
toughies. They rough up the rink 
and are ejected. That night they 
come back to get revenge and Hull's 
brother, Clifford Jones, is killed by 
Edward Ellis, who owns the trick. 
He flees, and Clark Williams, who 


does a fancy skating act with 
Frances Drake, is accused of the 
murder. Gene Raymond, who has 


fallen in love with Miss Drake, re- 
fuses to take the case because his 
father (Burton) is running for the 
judgeship. Burton tells him to go 
ahead and in spite of a packed jury 





@nd a palpably partial judge, he gets 


- - Fotis pags fa » 


Williams off, Hull instigates a 
lynching, but Ellis turns up with a 
confession and Hull swings to an- 
other tangent. He makes a speech 
from the court house steps and dis- 
solves the mob. So Miss Drake mar- 
ries Raymond instead of June Clay- 
worth, who has been tacitly engaged 
to the boy since childhood, the latter 
herself putting over the clinch. 

There is a rather long and not 
very thrilling courtroom scene, 
saved by a bit of good acting by 
Douglas Fowley. Raymond and 
Hull, as opposing lawyers, manage 
to get little out of it. Hull gets a 
better chance in the lynching se- 
quence. Miss Clayworth is around 
at times as the local girl, and 
neither she nor Miss Drake are able 
to dig out much. Since these are 
the only players of importance, the 
net score is nearly minus. 

A better script might have helped, 
but the story lacks the necessary 
elements of a threat play. Chic. 





Winternachtstraum 
(‘Winter Night’s Dream’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Berlin, March 1. 

Boston Film Co. production and release. 
Directed by Geza von Bolvary. Featuring 
Magda. . Schneider, Wolf Albach-Retty, 
Richard Romanowsky and Hans Moser. 
Book, Ernst Marischka; music Franz 
Grothe; camera, Werner ' Brandes: At 
pi hen Pavillion am NoHendorfplatz. 70 
mins. 
Hilde Mueller......:...%.. Magda’ Schneider 
Peter Kreutzberg....... Wolf Albach-Retty 
Romuals Boenecke...Richard Romanowsky 


Leopald: Pring)... 05...wesdee- Hang Moser 
Kautz Sey rrr rrr oor Theo Lingen 
OS SR ere oe Walter. Steinbeck 


Reichsgraf von -Segensbirg,  - 
Gustav Waldau 
Wes 06<hbstaccawtbiheceas Hedda Bjoernson 





(In German) 

Combining: excellent acting, .beau- 
tiful Bavarian snow shots and good 
tunes ‘as’ it-does, this is one’ of the 
outstanding pictures recently re- 
leased. 

Shot mainly in Garmisch-Parten- 
kirchen in the Bavarian Alp coun- 
try, picture gave the camera every 
possible chance, 

Hinging around a clerk’s mistake 
in not sending money to the praper 
bank, film hits its pace when 
Boenecke asks his fiancee, Hilde, to 
go down for a few days of winter 
sport. Direktor Schumann, Boen- 
ecke’s boss, becomes_ suspicious 
when a Cologne bank advises that 
a deposit of 3,200 marks hasn’t ar- 
rived and suspects Boenecke of 
clouting the money for his winter 
vacation. 

Meanwhile Boenecke and Hilde 
fall into the hands of a swindling 
mob whose molls_ specialize in 
pocket picking. Schumman and 
xan. “nother..clery,.ho-~down to 
Bavaria and watch Boenecke and 
his party, Boenecke’s’ spending 
verifying Schumann's | suspicions. 
Just before the pinch, Kautz be- 
comes interested and when he hears 
the name of the Cologne Bank, 
clears Boenecke because Kautz had 
sent the money to another bank. 

Amid much cork popping every- 
thing is righted. 

Two catchy tunes stand out. 
‘Mir Geht’s immer; Danke schoen’ 
and Hilde’s fetching ‘Was ist das 
Leben, wenn du mich nicht lIfebst?’ 

Wilhelm. 


McFADDEN’S FLATS 


Charles R. Rogers production for Par- 
amount release. Directed by Ralph Murphy. 
Screen play by Arthur Caesar, Edward 
Kaufman, Andy Rice; adaptation, Casey 
Robinson; from original play by Gus Hill; 
camera, Ben Reynolds. At Rialto, N. Y., 
week March 12. Running time, 65 mins. 


Dan McFadden. .scccccccecs Walter C. Kelly 
SOG. POCA. 666 indheeenseiee Andy Clyde 
Sandy McTavish.........Richard Cromwell 
Nora MeFadGen. .cccosecesenes Jane Darwell 
Molly McFadden... ccccccesss: Betty Furness 
| eee eccceses+-George Barbier 
Vit. i! BB | ) Phyllis Brocks 
Robert Hall........e¢ eeccoes Howard Wilson 





Better than average family pic- 
ture, but restricted to the nabes by 
its subject-matter and lack of mar- 
quee strength. 

Story comes from an old play by 
Gus Hill (remember?), And plays 
that way, too, but with some expert 
clowning thrown in to take the 
weight off the ancient texture. 
Walter C. (Judge) Kelly is the am- 
bitious bricklayer whose best friend 
is Andy Clyde, Scotch barber. They 
quarrel all the time, but Kelly’s 
daughter is in love wtih Clyde’s son, 
and Clyde, secretly, helps Kelly out 
of his money troubles. Kelly's 
daughter (Betty Furness) goes to 
finishing school, and becomes 
ashamed of her parents. It turns 
out well, at the end, of course. 

The dialog is spotty, although 
there are enough laughs and comedy 
situations to keep most audiences 
from getting fidgety. 

Despite the lack of names, the cast 
is exceptionally good. Andy Clyde 
demonstrates that he’s more than a 


two-reel comic. He's a character 
man worth developing. Miss Fur- 
ness is coming along fast, but Rich- 


ard Cromwell, as the boy, doesn't 
get a chance to do much. Jane Dar- 
well, as Kelly's wife, is an excellent 


foil. George Barbier is also excel- 
lent. He's only in the last part of 
the picture, but again does a fine 
drunk bit. 


It’s a good picture for Kelly, as 
he handles the heavy brogue assign- 
ment easily and well. So much so 
there may be the danger of the part 
pigeon-holing him. Kauf. 





Mysterious Mr. Wong 


Monogram production and release. Fea- 
tures Bela Lugosi, Wallace Ford and Arline 


Judge. Directed by William Nigh. Pro- 
ducer, George Yohalem. From story, ‘The 
Twelve Coins of Confucius,’ by Harry 


Stephen Keeler; adaptation, Nina Howatt; 
camera, Harry Neumann. At the Criterion, 
N. Y., week March 4, ‘35, as half of 
double bill. Running time, 60 mins. 





ah: xs escekemele uihat oben Bela Lugosi 
wee TRRUGUR: cocageceduseccs Wallace Ford 
RR eer ee Arline Judge 
arr Serr Fred Warren 
POE voc duameeecusanseoes Lotus Long 
McGillicuddy ...... Robt. Emmet O'Connor 
Oe ee eee Edward Peil 
CHAR Bone sisesesdsicocccesoeges Luke Chan 
Tree Lee Shumway 

Passably exciting melodrama, 


with the plot laid in New York's 
Chinatown and revolving around a 
madman mandarin keen in the way 
of human tortures and a smart 
alecky reporter who unveils the 
chief killer under the noses of the 
baffled cops. It’s fashioned from an 
easily recognizable’ stencil, but 
there’s enough bogeyman _ stuff 
towards the finish to shake 'em out 
of the lethargy produced by the fore 
part of the film. Production is 
nicely mounted, and direction is 
heavy handed. Okay for the less 
finicky nabes., 

Behind the marauding of a flock 
of hatchetmen igs a‘mandarin (Bela 
Lugosi) over here to collect the 12 
coins which Confucius gave away 
on hig death with the prediction 
that the possessor of ther all would 
some day’ become ‘the ruler of the 
Chinese province of Kulet. After 
some dozen Chinamen are killed in 
the mandarin’s quest for the coins, 
Wallace Ford gets himself mixed up 
in the massacre’ by writing a piece 
for his paper in which he kids ‘the 
tong war angle developed by the 
cops. His editor takes the column 
seriously and assigns him to find 
the killer. 

Paired with Ford for heart inter- 
est is Arline Judge. In addition to 
contributing looks she does a deft 
exchange. with Ford on a goodly 
assortment of niftlies that make 
themselves sharply noticed in the 
dialog. Lugosi, despite a marked 
slavic accent, clicks impressively as 
an Oriental menace, His perform- 
ance during the big torture scene 
packs enough scarey stuff to get a 
long way, particularly with the kids. 

Suavest of the miming is that of 


Edward Peil, as the head secret 
service man of the Kulet regime. 
Odec. 


TONI 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, March 1. 

Film d’Aujourd’hui production, distrib- 
uted by Marcel Pagnol. Directed by Jean 
Renoir. Scenario by Rennir and Carl Ein- 
stein. Presented at Cine Opera, Paris. 
Running time, 84 minutes. 
Tosepha ....ceecesseesess+sCelia Montalvan 


Fernand ccccccccccseccccccccccs E, Delmont 
Cont wcccece Sc ceecccccccccseccsocce Blavette 
BEDGTE cccncccseccccoccoccccececcocesemen 
Te. neetscee COvcvccccccccecccccce Andrex 
Sebastien ..ccccccccsceccees Kovatchevitch 
Gultarist scccccccccecevccccccsessccs - Bozzi 
WEAEID cc ccnecedcs eocene noenees . Jenny Hella 





(In French) 

This film is just made for the 
arties. Full of atmosphere, intense- 
ly tragic, studded with artistic 
touches of direction, acting and pho- 
tography. 

It’s the filming of the story be- 
hind a rural police case. Takes 
place in the south of France and 
was filmed on the spot, with a sound 
truck. Not a single scene made in 
a studio. There are interiors show- 
ing peasant cottages, and they were 
taken in the actual cottages. Tech- 
nique is nevertheless good, both 
from sound and photographic view- 
points. 

Actors are all unknown but highly 
competent. Renoir (the director of 
‘Madame Bovary’) says he chose 
them obscure, not only for economy, 
but because unknown people can act 
the way they like and the script re- 
quires, instead of being forced to 
follow the screen types they have 
created for themselves and which 
their public demands. 

Tale is so gripping that audience, 
after showing, has a stunned look. 
This is no good, naturally, for wider 
audiences, who want to be enter- 
tained, not stunned. 

Locale igs a region not far from 
Marseilles where there are a lot of 
Italian and Spanish laborers who 
work in quarries and till the soil. 
Leading character, Toni, is Italian. 
He gets entangled with a girl who 
keeps his boarding house. Marie 
loves him but he falls in love with 
a young Spanish girl, Josepha. She 
loves him but is taken away by the 
quarry foreman, Albert, a Belgian 
with some education. 

Albert gets hold of the farm own- 
ed by the girl and her family and 
mistreats her. At the same time 
Marie realizes that Toni is pining 
for Josepha and tries to drown her- 
self. She is saved but chases Toni, 
who goes to live in the woods from 
where he can see Josepha’'s house. 

There things come to a climax. 
Josepha’s cousin, who lives with 
them, persuades her to try to take 
the family money, which Albert 
keeps tied around his neck, and run 
away. But she wakes Albert in try- 
ing to get the money, he beats her, 
and she shoots him. 

Toni, learning what's happening 
from the cousin, tries to help her 
dispose of the body. He's caught, 
tries to flee, and is shot by a pur- 
suer. 

Perfect handling of details makes 
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man reminded the execs that the original contract contained no stipu- 


lation as to what he could or could 





None of the scenes directed by I 
left in the Pioneer-Radio picture 
Rouben Mamoulian. Latter substit 
man material. 
over the picture, the final cost of 
$900,000. 


not do during the layoff. 


,owell Sherman before his death aré 


‘Becky Sharp,’ now being handled by 


uted new scenes for all of the Sher- 


Due to this remaking and the sickness jinx that hung 


the color film is expected to exceed 





Paramount's dissatisfaction over 


title of ‘Small Miracle’ has brought 


the studio more woe than it bargained for. 
No sooner had it decided to change over to ‘Night Drama’ than it 


was notified that clearance was blocked. 


Kill,’ it ran into the same obstacle. 
revert to its original identity. 


Later tagged ‘Four Hours to 
Unless next handle sticks, pic will 


Efforts of the Wampas, Coast press agent association, to get producer 
recognition for exploitation of this year’s crop of Baby Stars, by offering 
all proceeds to the Motion Picture Relief Fund, fell through. 

Producers stated that the fund does not want to make a practice of 


accepting outside contributions, but 
half of 1% of salaries donated each 


Los Angeles. coders are causing 
ruling out bank nights. 


will confine the contributions to the 
week by talent and executives, 


exhibs to shed many tears through 


Profit that may accrue from bank nights was 


disclosed in the federal action being taken by Dietrich and Feldstein, 
Oxnard, Cal., to restrain distribs from cutting off film service because 


of the bank night ruling. Average 


by D-F from bank nights. 


monthly profit of $800 was realized 





Complaints by exhibitors in the Los Angeles territory that trade show- 
ings are robbing theatres of potential patrons may result in a ban on 


the practice. : ° 
Exhibs claim that at recent trad 


e screenings theatres are filled with 


but a handful of operators, while the balance of the house is occupied 
by wives, cousins, friends, and their friends. 





Frank Morgan hit the business sections of the New York dailies on 


his speech to the annual directors 
mann (bitters) company. 

Morgan urged showmanship and 
world. 


meeting of the Angostura-Wupper- 


Morgan's mother, 83, is president, 


laughs as needs in the commercial 


His departure for a Paramount Coast berth further postponed, Boris 


Morros is now slated to leave New 
tinue meantime at the home office 
Par and the stage booking departme 
will do in a production way at the 


York the end of April. He will con- 
in charge of operation of the N.Y. 
nt. Still not exactly set what Morros 
Coast studio, 


Theatres with a 15c. admish top, which have been slipping the scale 
to 10c earlier in the day, in violation of their contract with major pro- 


ducers, have an answer to complaints. 
They reply they never permit the lower scale when playing the com- 


plaining company’s product. 





Paramount never made that reputed extra hot dance number ‘Rumba’ 


for foreign consumption. 
clamped down, 


«amp ee * 


Company had the idea but the Hays office 


Simiiar stunt to Bank Night, under the title of Jackpot, got a break 
from the attorney general's office of North Dakota which pronounced the 


echeme not a lottery. 


First Division is getting for its ‘March of Time’ an average of 10 times 


what exhibitors pay for a regular newsreel. 


Harry D. Thomas of F. D. 


claims slightly over 800 accounts to date. 


Columbia is reissuing ‘It Happened One Night’ on the strength of the 


multiple Academy awards, 





the story a dramatic masterpiece. 
Scene in which Toni and Josepha 
are trundling off the body, trying to 
behave as if they were carrying a 
load of dirty clothes, is harrowing. 
Mystic devotion of Toni to Josepha 
pervades the picture. 

Fine guitar music, always apropos, 
provides relief and augmentation of 
the drama. There are no slow spots: 
tragedy is deliberately and regularly 
developed. 

Film resembles Pagnol’s ‘Angele’ 
in theme and setting. ‘Angele’ is 
one of the big local successes of the 
season. 30th pix are linguistically 
tough. ‘Toni’ is all in dialect, a 
combination of Italian and Spanish 
accents and the Provencal accent 
of the part of France in which it 
was shot. Even for those who 
know French well, it’s not easy. 

Stern. 


ABDUL THE DAMNED 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, March 1. 

British Intermational production in asso- 
ciation with Capitol Films. Stars Fritz 
Kortner; features Nils Asther, Adrienne 
Ames. Directed by Karl Grune. Adapted 
from story by Robert Neumann. Running 
time, 112 mins. Previewed Regal theatre, 
London, Feb. 28. 





One of the most pretentious pro- 
ductions ever made at the B. I. P. 
studios. Story is laid in the clos- 
ing period of the life of Abdul 
Hamid II, who ruled over Turkey 
in ruthless, despotic fashion, always 
fearful he would endure the fate of 
a long line of predecessors who met 
violent deaths. 

Atmosphere of Turkey in those 
hectic days is admirably depicted 
through the medium of scenery, 
lighting, dialog, direction and most 
of the acting. 

Star gives a realistically repellent 
characterization of the slimy poten- 
tate, and Nils Asther, as the ruler's 
chief of police, has a romantic role 
made to order for him. Even 
finish, after he has done all the 
dirty work for his sachem, and 


sentenced to death as a reward, he 


has a paraphrase of the famous 
Cardinal Wolsey declamation: ‘I 
wish I had served my country as 


well as I served the Sultan.’ 
Adrienne Ames, leading lady, cast 


it the | 


in the role of a ‘beautiful Viennese 
actress,’ doesn’t quite live up to the 
billing. She d esn’t look Viennese, 
nor does she give the impression of 
an over-plus of sex appeal. Esme 
Percy acts to a nicety the role of 
a eunuch, and there is a long line 
of other well-known English play- 
ers in various bits. 

Mob scenes are atmospheric and 
cleverly assembled, but the whole 
thing, at the trade show, seemed 
too long. A half hour could easily 
be deleted, thereby creating a 
quickened effect throughout that 
would be a vast improvement. When 
this is done, the picture should he 
a candidate for exhibition through- 
out the world. Jolo. 


THE LAD 


(BRITISH MADE) 


London, Feb. 27. 
Produced by Julius Hagen for Universal 
release; starring Gordon Harker; original 
story by Edgar Wallace; directed by Henry 
Edwards; rumning time, 72 minutes. 


i ee” PPPS rrr ee Gordon Harker 
OT Oe Oe Betty Stockfield 
PN 00.) 460.640.5400 668 ch 0c cnkes Jane Carr 
PT eee Gerald Barry 
ri Peer «».-Geraldine Fitzgerald 
ate, LGCtORO. 1 <iccticeses Barbara Everest 
Inspector Martin............ John Turnbull 
Major Grannitt..... eose-David Hawthorne 
rs MEV OPEC TT ee ecccccces Sebastian Shaw 
Arthur Maddeley.......... Michael Shepley 
Bs rntacns 46880006" Wilfred Caithness 
| Terr TTT Te Ralph Truman 


Supposed to be riotously funny— 
but it isn’t. Story is very broad 
and mild and the comic situations 
of Edgar Wallace’s original are not 
developed to best advantage. 





Gordon Harker plays the title 
part as a jailbird who is mistaken 
for a detective. He is offered and 
given large sums of money for not 
discovering too much of the Fandon 
|family affairs. His reunion with 
Lady Fandon's housekeeper, who 
| happened to be his old flame, incites 
him to go straight and when he 


| mourningly leaves 
| gotten pack of banknotes it is dis- 
covered that it joyfully follows its 
the end of a piece of 


behind his ill- 


|} master—at 
| string. 

| Gordon Harker keeps a dull film 
j alive and his “quate nace” accent 
extracts considerable laughter. 
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House Reviews 





CHICAGO 


(Continued from page 22) 

B. & K. kept the radio industry 
happy by also spotting Edward Da- 
vies, local NBC baritone, in the 
show. Davies opens the production 
of ‘Artist’s Sketch Book’ and was 
back later to duet with Miss Chiesa. 
Where the girl has every warmth to 
sell every sone she tried, Davies 
sings coldly and without feeling. 

Rest of the show is composed of 
three standard vaude acts. On first 
were Powell and Nedra, a novelty 
sand-picture turn. This act comes 
out of a Balaban & Katz showing 
date to make good. Man and 
woman make pictures with colored 
sand which they pour by handfuls 
onto an inclined picture frame. They 
form rather simple pictures, such as 
Fujiyama, the Japanese ice-tipped 
slumbering volcano; a winter scene, 
a picture of a palm tree overlooking 
moonlit waters. The regular chrome 
stuff, but okay for their medium and 
for vaude. 

Two repeaters on the show are 
the Three Swifts and act of Belett 
and Lamb. Swifts went over as if 
this were the first time they’d ever 
played this house. A showmanship 
mixture of surefire juggling and 
clean-cut comedy business. Lamb 
and Belett is the way this act wants 
to be billed now. They can switch 
the names around, but it’s still a 
genuinely entertaining comedy 
dancing turn. 

Business excellent first show Fri- 
day. Gold, 


Metropolitan, Boston 


Boston, March 8. 

‘Le Continentale’ is the tag on 
Harry Gourfain’s stage show at the 
Met this week, and in its entirety 
develops into a tasty, colorful, di- 
versified revue that’s easy to watch. 
On show caught, opening day, some 
of the effects were slightly jimmed 
up by unfortunate mechanical slip- 
ups, such as fouled curtains, a mis- 
judged mike distance and a delayed 
hydraulic pit cue, but otherwise the 
cleverly woven pattern of talent 
evolved into a commendable show. 

Topliner this week is Margo, from 
pictures, who does not try to sell 
her act as a Hollywood personal ap- 
pearance. Margo is superbly charm- 
ing and accomplished in the vocal 
department, and she sings ‘Cuatro 
Milpas’ and ‘Tony’s Wife.’ Each is 
followed up by a cute little, unim- 
portant dance. Neither is brilliant 
or exciting, and because movie fans 
must expect some torrid terp such 
as she featured in her last picture, 
‘Rumba,’ the net audience reaction 
to Margo’s routine is bound to be 
slightly disappointing. 

Having her fold the show is a 
mistake, considering the mildness of 
the turn, and doubtless her film fans 
would have left the theatre with 
more complimentary thoughts of 
her had she been spotted a few 
frames earlier in the revue. Elida 
Ballet paves the way for her ap- 
pearance with a flashy rumba 
routine, and this, as much as any~ 
thing, keyed up the expectant cus- 
tomers to the wrong pitch. 

Henry Kalis and the stage band 
play an international overture in 
the pit while the booth projects a 
series of slides depicting familiar 
European scenes to accentuate the 
continental idea at the start. On 
‘Stars and Stripes’ the ork, on a 
banked bandstand, lifts to stage 
level, then splits in half so the acts 
can work on the apron. Musicians 
dressed in orange blouses; Kalis in 
a neat spring suit with sport shoes. 

Ballet girls offer a four-part rou- 
tine in which the respective groups 
dance a Ja Irish, Dutch, French, and 
polish off with a military tap done 





POW ELLIS 


DO, JACK POWELL 





ROP AN 


“Varinty’—Capitol New York, 
March 6th—“Jack Powell sells his 
smart stuff to the limit of show- 
manship. He got a double nod 
without Hope’s help being need- 
ed.” —“Chic.” 

“Variety’—Chinese Hollywood 
Theatre, April 10th, 1934—“Jack 
Powell has the Ace spot and 
mops—— 

He wears a chef outfit and 
manipulates his drumsticks all 
over the stage with telling effect.” 


NOW CASINO DE PAREE 
(3rd week) 


Personal Kepresentative 


MARK LEDDY 











———FOR RENT 


315-17 West 47th St., near 8th Ave., 
manufacturing loft, fully sprinklered, 
48 x 88 each, rent $1,800 per year, 
straight lease, elevator, suitable for 
all allied theatrical trades. 


LOUIS CARREAU, INC. 
16 W. 46th St. BRyant 9-3696 
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in U. S. sailor costumes. Oke. 

Way upstage, so deeply sunk in 
the set that side aislers out front 
could not see them, the Romany 
Octette (Hungarian string group, 
with two Cembaloms) carry on. 
Miriam Lax, centered in the group 
at a mike, vocals ‘Play Fiddle, Play,’ 
the ballet cuing for their second and 
best routine of the show, a tambou- 
rine dance, in striking gypsy cos- 
tumes. On their finale, Miss Lax 
breaks in with the closing bars of 
her song again for a nice effect. 
Blending of the musical group, vo- 
ealist, ballet girls, and the stage 
band into this sparkling unit of pro- 
duction is one of Gourfain’s most 
commendable efforts of recent 
weeks. Takes the revue around the 
first turn and into the back stretch 
without a hitch. 

Patsy Bolan, personable blonde, 
steps up to introduce Raphael, vir- 
tuoso of the concertina, from ‘Con- 
tinental Varieties,’ which played the 
Hub about two months ago at the 
Wilbur, Raphael was good then, and 
he is even more brilliant as the out- 
standing artist in the current revue. 
If there was ever any doubt as to 
whether his masterful performance 
of classical music would click in a 
film house, ~those misgivings were 
immediately dispelled by the over- 
whelming burst of spontaneous ap- 
plause that swamped him at the end 
of his opening number. From then 
on it was a question of whether he 
could get off. 

Elida girls then come on for a 
bright, diverting march routine. 
Midway in the evolution of their 
formations, they flick off their skirts, 
which, reversed, are Italian flags; 
then these are waved, poised and 
draped for a swell eye-filling effect 
that earns them warm applause. 

Miss Bolan introduces and assists 
DeRoze (also from ‘Continental Va- 
rieties’) in his baffling liquid leger- 
demain. From a bar, DeRoze suave- 
ly picks up pitchers of water and 
pours out wine, benedictine, creme 
de menthe, rye and beer in rapid 
succession. During his magic pour- 
ings Miss Bolan serves the front 
rows the same mixtures he pro- 
duces, peppering the act with a load 
of good-natured intimacy. 

Catching up the humorous vein of 
DeRoze’s act, Barto and Mann, tall 
and short hoofing-tumbling clowns, 
fill the next niche with one solid 
stanza of belly laughs with their 


screwy rantings and _ prattfalls. 
Ballet’s rhumba and Margo’s turn 
wind it up. 


Bob Leicester’s continental set 
provides a pleasing, decorative 
frame for the show. Overture by 
Fabien Sevitsky and Grand Orches- 
tra is ‘Melodic Impressions of 1935,’ 
a medley of pop tunes, symphonic- 
ally arranged. 

, aid soon of Red Gap’ (Par) the 
film. Biz fair. For. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, March 9. 

For some reason they have de- 
cided to cut down the vaude por- 
tion of this show from its former 
four-act run to three acts and 
stretch the presentation half from 
two acts to three. Maybe it’s be- 
cause they can save money occa- 
sionally by slipping in a presenta- 
tion specialty worker to round out 
the six-act bill, or maybe they want 
to build up the presentation end 
and its baton-waver, Verne Buck. 
The only questions are whether the 
single presentation performers can 
hold up a show and whether Buck 
can stand all the weight of addi- 
tional plugging. 

Pretty good bill this week, with 
only a couple of rough spots in a 
couple of acts. After those rough 
spots are cut down show should 
play well. Pruning will take a 
chunk out of Eddie Hanley’s bur- 
leycue attempts and speed up Olive 
Olsen's turn. And Elmer Cleve’s 
routine can stand a little erasing 
here and there also. 

Maximo opens the show, and it 
was worth waiting those extra three 
or four minutes that it took to set 
up the slack wire. He more than 
paid back this audience for that 
short stall. A wizard on the wire, 
especially hitting with his drunk 
impression. Cleve is carrying two 
extra people for his ‘and company.’ 
Prof. Cheer is a stooge who carries 
the burden of comedy on knock- 
about stuff and who makes good on 
accordion pumping besides. Cleve 
is content to straight and wham the 
xylophone. The girl is off and on 
with occasional hits and more 
misses. The opening of the act is 
particularly poor, with the girl try- 
ing to sing, but woefully, and at- 
tempting to dance, which in this 
case means shaking her shoulders. 
Act picks up speed after it gets 
of one and into three. Turn 
could cut three or four 
nicely. 

Harris and Howell 
the ribbons on the 


snatched all 
show caught. 


|| Colored comedy team really mopped 


up with this audience. The ma- 
terial in this case is original even 
though it does follow the Moss and 
Frye, Moran and Mack, Buck and 
Bubbles pattern in many cases. But 
they get loud laughs and the laughs 
were well earned. Boys cross-fire, 


minutes | 


generally, Smooth running act, 
which is a cinch anywhere but the 
classiest of houses. Act was split, 
the last half running neatly into the 
| presentation half where the third 
|member of act, a young hoofer, ar- 
rives for the only real dancing on 
the show. 

Working front of the line of girls, 
who for once are costumed badly, 
are Ted and Mary Taft, whose big 
forte is the high kicking. Couple 
make a nice appearance, which car- 
ries them in large measure. Olive 
Oisen is back with practically the 
same act she used on her previous 
appearance. A performer from her 
heels up, it’s a shame Miss Olsen 
hasn't more solid material. It’s a 
tribute to showmanship that she did 
as well as she did with her present 
set of tracks. 

Eddie Hanley doesn’t know 
whether to do vaude or burleycue. 
He has a femme in his act and he 
lets her try to sell double-entendre 
poems. The girl might get away 
with it if she were the rough-and- 
ready sort, but she appears like a 
‘sweet sixteen’ girl, which makes 
her material sound worse than it 
really is. And that looking in the 
pants stuff by Hanley is unneces- 
sarily Minsky for this theatre. 

Picture is ‘Best Man Wins’ (Col.). 
Business good first show Saturday. 

Gold, 


FOX, PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia, March 9. 

Sensational success of ‘The Little 
Colonel’ (Fox) here has resulted in 
the management holding it for a 
third week—something the Fox 
hasn't been able to do in many 
moons. And, although Friday's biz 
was not so hot (weather breaks were 
all against it), b.o. activity Satur- 
day night indicated that third week 
was easily justified. New stage 
show was introduced Friday, 


Special interest centers in Louise 
Beavers and ‘this colored film per- 
former made a corking impression 
in her first bow in Philly. She is 
unostentatious, almost shy, and puts 
her material across with a minimum 
of effort and great naturalness. 
First, after coming down to the 
footlights and making a brief intro- 
ductory speech into the mike, Miss 
Beavers does a dramatic scene from 
the film, ‘Imitation of Life.’ Then, 
apologizing to those who didn’t go 
for serious offerings of this kind, 
she warbles ‘Swing Low, Sweet 
Chariot,’ ‘Stars Fell on Alabama’ 
and finally ‘Fair and Warmer.’ Au- 
wn gave her a fine hand at the 
end. 


Ward Wilson, retained from the 
previous week's bill, crashes through 
with some more imitations of radio 
celebs. This lad, a University of 
Pennsylvania grad, has made a big 
impression here. His imitation of 
Boake Carter is perhaps a highlight, 
but his Amos ’n’ Andy sketch, in 
which he presents four of the char- 
acters, and his George Givot are 
also top-notch. Phil Harris, who 
recently played the Fox, and Floyd 
Gibbons complete Wilson’s rep- 
ertoire, 


An offering announced as Holly- 
wood Revels, with no names pro- 
grammed or listed, contains some 
surprisingly fast-stepping. In this 
Frances Byrne, Billie Byrne and 
Monica Byrne do three first-rate 
precision dances. Geraldine pre- 
sents a neat solo in the classical 
ballerina manner, and Nichols and 
Haley team up effectively in a 
couple of agile footwork presenta- 
tions. Marjorie Green offers a con- 
tortionistic dance that’s above av- 
erage. 

Much too long, although: contain- 
ing much that is good, is the Melody 
Ensemble, a mixed chorus of 16, 
who warble semi-classic and popu- 
lar numbers with nice effect. Five 
minutes out of the offering would 
help a lot. 

This week's bill {Is also im- 
measurably helped by the second 
March of Time, which the cricks 
here deemed better than the first. 

Waters, 


ALVIN, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, March 8, 

House has done a swell job in 
giving a bonafide sawdust twang to 
its stage this week. Occasion is in- 
door circus of Fred Bradna, veteran 
Equestrian director of Barnum & 
Bailey-Ringling outfit, who usually 
tosses together a flock of acts for 
the winter and routes them in audi- 
toriums, Shrine shows, etc. Bradna 
gave the Stanley aie knockout 
session with a similar offering a 
few years back and current Alvin 
engagement is a result of that. 

Management has brought in some 
turns on its own, apart from Brad- 
na’s contributions, but they all fit 
nicely into the big-top atmosphere. 
| Stage itself is shorn of everything 
except a huge circus drop, there’s 
;a platform built out over the or- 
chestra pit and bandsmen, garbed 
lin typical red coats, play show from 
/one end of proscenium. Boys will 
probably all wind up with nervous 
breakdowns, sticking so close to the 
cats and elephants, and with those 
tumblers all coming within a hair- 
breadth of them. 

Show is full of sure-fire turns, 
with Proske’s Bengal Tigers proba- 
bly the tops in thrills and every 
other department. A recent im- 














take turns at the piano and clown/portation from abroad, Proske 
RTE INE IY COT BU Ti apa 8 ETD Te Oe 


should give Clyde Beatty some com- 
petition this summer; his handling 
of the cats is breathtaking and that 
stunt of sticking his head in a 
tiger’s mouth is an audience gasp 


if ever there was one. Robinson's 
Military Elephants is likewise a 
solid click, with the three pachy- 
derms going through a series of 
showmanly tricks with remarkable 
precision. 

Honey Troupe of three men and 
three gals, chiefly identified with 
vaude, find a neat groove in the 
Bradna presentation and get over 
with room to spare through their 
first-rate tumbling efforts. Others 
on bill are Three French Misses, 


trapeze artists; Don Francesca, wire 
walker; Charley Siegrist troupe of 
aerialists, and Merrill Brothers and 
Sister, equilibrists. Also pro- 
grammed is Madame Ella Bradna, 
with her Arabian stallions, but un- 
able to make show first day. 

Bradna does the announcing and 
whole thing is carried off in real 
circus style. Half a dozen clowns, 
including the famous Felix Adler, 
are on and off the stage most of the 
time with their well-known big-top 
routines, and they're running up and 
down the aisles almost constantly. 

House, of course, has no use this 
week for its regular chorus and gals 
are on a three-week vacation since 
theatre is going straight picture for 
fortnight period after this. No 
wings of any kind on stage, with 
roustabouts piling off and on and 
contributing mightily to the saw- 
dust glamour, 

Audience composed half of kids, 
a pretty good tip-off of where Alvin 
will get its business this week. 
Feature is ‘When a Man’s a Man’ 
(Fox). House billing is about nine- 
tenths circus and one-tenth screen, 
which is just as it should be. 

Names themselves don’t mean 
much, but set-up as a whole is plen- 
ty attractive. Business tonight was 
disappointing, with only a_ three- 
quarters check downstairs and bal- 
cony pretty sparse. Cohen, 


ORPHEUM, ST. PAUL 


St. Paul, March 8. 

With this house using WTCN 
amateur acts for 30 minutes on Fri- 
day night’s show, augmenting the 
film program and the regular five 
acts of RKO vaude, customers 
flocked in at 40c. top and the usher 
brigade had to rope ’em off in the 
lobby. . 

Opening with the Six De Cardos, 
expert acrobats and aerialists, bill 
Satistied the audience all the way. 
Manager Golden is now advertising 
his program: ‘Orpheum Vaudeville 
—Mimicked by Many, Duplicaied by 
None,’ and this bill, at least, sup- 
ports the contention. De Cardos are 
nimble and rapid and can get any 
man's show off to a flying start. 

Lowe and Hite deuce. This turn 
has an average-sized fellow paired 
with a bloke who's at least eight 
feet tall and who, besides being a 
beanstalk, has something on the 
ball in the way of dancing and com- 
edy biz. Act was big here. 

Sibyl Bowan on next in some 
fine take-offs on Hollywood stars. 
Her Garbo is a knockout, especially 
the skating and skiing chatter, since 
this neck of the woods abounds in 
Svensks, and Greta is the apple of 
the Scandinavian eye. Her Gloria 
Swanson is oke for looks, but n.s.h. 
on the histrionics; her Bee Lillie 
and Marlene Dietrich both score 
bull’s-eyes, Miss Bowan winds 
up with a socko takeoff on Mae 
West. 

Three Slate Brothers on next-to- 
shut in some fast footwork and 
knockabout stuff. Audience liked 
their fresh gab and breezy manner. 
Trio is well groomed and put them- 
selves over with a punch. 

Bill closes with Irene Vermilion 
and Co. Sets great. Dancing tops. 
Five girl trumpeters and a man at 
the baby grand give this act its full 
share of lustre and high class. 

WTCN amateurs, who took up 30 
minutes of the audience’s time, 
seemed a much better break for the 
radio station than the house. An- 
nouncer Bob deHaven, who emceed 
the stunt over the air from the 
stage, plugged the newspaper sta- 
tion-owners continuously. And with 
most of the so-called talent looking 
more like unemployed house-haunt- 
ers, it’s questionable whether such 
a tieup, despite the reams of pub- 
licity it gets through the station’s 
daily newspapers, does the house 
any real good. Announced at Fri- 
day’s show that the audience will 





have to suffer through similar 
broadcasts once every week. 
‘Living on Velvet’ (War), Pathe 


news, short subjects on the film side. | 


Raschick. 








Studio Placements 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Sidney Bracey, ‘Let ’Em Have R,’ 
Reliance, 





Guy Usher, Pat Collins, ‘People 
Will Talk,’ Par. 
Charles Wilson, Lew Kelly, ‘Nit 


Wits,’ Radio. 
Alison Skipworth, ‘Becky Sharp,’ 
Radio. 


Ruth tose, screen treatment, 
‘Pompeii,’ Radio, 

Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell, 
screen play, ‘Her Master’s Voice,’ 
Par. 

Pat Flaherty, ‘The Farrell Case.’ 
WEB. 


Arthur Caesar, dialog, ‘Alias Mary 
Dow,’ U. 

Aben Kandel, screen play, ‘Mag- 
nificent Obsession,’ U. 

Willard Robertson, 
Lamps of China,” WB. 

Erin O'Brien-Moore, 
rate,’ Fox, 

Catharine Doucet, ‘Age of Indis- 
cretion,’ Metro. 

Henry Myers, writing original for 
Karloff, Col. 

Trene Franklin, 
Fox. 

Andy Clyde, untitled short, Col. 
Claire Dodd, ‘Men on Her Mind,’ 
WR. 

Noel Madison, Raymond Hatton, 
‘The G Men,’ WB. 

Dorothy Dearing, 
Parade,’ Fox. 

Ray Walker, Akim Tamiroff, Rita 
Rozelle, Paul McVey, ‘Secret Lives,’ 
Fox. 

Stephen 
Hartman, screen play, 
teen,’ Fox. 

Harry Bradley, ‘Stranded,’ WB. 

Ian MacLaren, ‘The Crusades,” 


‘Oil For the 


‘Heaven's 


‘Secret Lives,’ 


‘Redheads on 


Don 
Six- 


Morehouse Avery, 
‘Suite 


Par. 

Max Wagner, Chris Martin, 
‘Gaucho Lover,’ Fox. 

. Roy Barnes, ‘Doubting 
Thomas,’ 


Irving Bacon, ‘Redheads on Pa- 


rade,’ Fox. 


Warren Hymer, ‘Heaven's Gate,’ 
Fox. 
Mitchell and Durant, ‘Private 


Beach,’ Fox. 

Ted Parsons, Dennis Whatney, 
Norman Rivkin, B. Reeves Eason, 
Wallace McDonald, Barney Sarecky, 
writing ‘Adventures of Rex and 
Rinty,’ serial, Mascot. 

Ann Dvorak, ‘G Men,’ WB. 

Ramon Reachi, ‘In Caliente,’ WB. 

Ray McCary, directing ‘Rainbow 
Trail/ Mascot; Joan Gale, same. 

Basil Rathbone, ‘Anna Karenina,’ 
Metro. : 

Jack Conway, directing ‘Tale of 
Two Cities,’ Metro; Ronald Colman, 
same. 

Colin Clive, ‘Men on Her Mind," 
WB. 

June Brewster, ‘Let 'Em Have It,® 
Reliance, 

Boris Karloff, ‘The Black Room 
Mystery,’ Col; Henry Myers, adap- 
tation. 

Robert Allen, ‘Air Fury,’ Col. 

Reginald Le Borg, tech advisor, 
‘On Wings of Song,’ Col.- 

George McKay, ‘Jim Burke’s Boy,* 
Col, 

Bill Boyd, Barbara Worth, ‘Racing 
Luck,’ Select, 

Dore Schary, screen play, ‘Storm 
Over the Andes,’ U. 


Joseph Sauers, Roscoe Turner, 
Egon Brecher, Wyrley Birch, ‘Air 
Fury,’ Col. 

Robert Allen, Clara  Blandick, 
‘Party Wire,’ Col. 

Harold Shumate, screen play, 
‘Song of the Damned,’ Col. 

Frank Capra, directing; Robert 
Riskin, adaptation, ‘Lost Horizon,’ 
Col. 


Adrian Morris, Paul Stanton, ‘Age 
of Indiscretion,’ Metro. 

Barton MacLane, Donald Woods, 
Donald Haines, Stranded,’ WB. 

Regis Toomey, ‘G Men,’ WB. 

Charles Chase, directing ‘Okay 
Toots,’ Roach; Jeannie Roberts, 

(Continued on page 30) 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewrilten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of Neu York, 


each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Chicago, San 
Variety takes no credit for these 








East 


Two unrelated songs and a tril- 
ozy by Barbara Hutton and Elsa 
Maxwell to be published this week. 
Lawrence Tibbett will sing ’em. 

Columbia school of journalism to 
be a post graduate course, not 
taken concurrently with other 
studies. 

Strand, N. Y., hooks to station 
WNEW to promote ‘Gold Diggers.’ 
Will hold an audition in the lobby 
for would-be announcers. Latter 
will tell the mike what they think 
of the picture, One person will get 
a job with the station. 

Philadelphia saloon keepers 
launch a temperance drive. 
also refuse to serve mothers who 
bring children into the place or 
leave them on the sidewalk. Also 
to bar women habitually neglecting 
their offspring to tank up. 

Smith Reynolds case still in a 
jam as Anne Reynolds Smith seeks 
to invalidate Libby Holman’s mar- 
riage on the grounds her own di- 
vorce was invalid because procured 
when she was not in full possession 
of her faculties. R. J. Reynolds, 
Jr., and his sisters announce they 
will claim the entire estate if set- 
tlements already made are not com- 
pleted. 

Proposition to introduce hula 
dances into the entertainment given 
by secs to Congressmen nixed by 
Speaker Byrne. 

Bronze statuette of ‘Flush,’ Kath- 
arine Cornell’s pooch, placed in lob- 
by of the Beck. 

Cornelia Otis Skinner bringing in 
her new mono-play, ‘Mansion on the 
Hudson,’ April 2 

Noble Sissle to try to form a 
Negro actors’ guild. To talk it over 
with representatives of the Jewish, 
Episcopal and Catholic guilds this 
week. 

Met accepts the Juilliard Founda- 
tion offer to back the regular sea- 
son in return for an extension sea- 
gon at more modest prices. Herbert 
Witherspoon will succeed Gatti- 
Casazza as general manager, with 
Edward Ziegler remaining as busi- 
ness manager. Foundation will get 
three on the directorate. Season will 
be 20 weeks and retain most of the 
present stars. May also give sum- 
mer opera in ’36. 

Raoul Querze, who’s in the ali- 
mony club on account of back dues 
to Lydia Lindgren, now sued for 
annulment by Derna de Pamphillis, 
who says he was not legally free to 
marry her last June. First split was 
on a Mexican divorce. 

General Sessions convicted an op- 
erator who had been running a pin 
game. Decision virtually outlaws 





will 
Will 





similar games whether played for 
cash or merchandise prizes. 
Supreme Court dismissed two of 
the five defendants in the damage 
suit growing out of the explosion in 
the Proctor theatre, Yonkers. Holds 
that Westinghouse and the dormant 
Yonkers Theatre Corp. are not in- 
volved. Holds RKO Proctor Corp. 
Yonkers Light & Power and the 


construction company. 

Treasury dept. finally notifies cus- 
toms officers to admit $100 worth of 
liquor free when brought in by pas- 
sengers. In effect Wednesday (6). 
But they pay the excise tax. 

Aaron Fox of Deal Conservaitoige 
plans the production of several dra- 
mas by students. If they click, 
they’ll be offered for pictures. Fox 
was formerly with Fox Pictures. 

Billy Rose’s contracts with play- 
ers for ‘Jumbo,’ circus play, includes 
eating on the lot. 

N. Y. State Chamber of Com- 
merce seeks to promote lessened use 
of auto horns. Urges police com- 
missioner to study European regu- 
lations on tooters. 

Theatre Guild said to be consid- 
ering ‘Parade’ for its final offering. 
It’s a revue with various parades as 
the motif. 

Vernon Duke and Ira Gershwin to 
collaborate on the new Shubert- 
Ziegfeld ‘Follies.’ 

From railroad reports three times 
as many autos are transported as. 
baggage as there were a year ago. 
Mostly to vacation points. 

Song pluggers are now in the 
NRA music code. 

Supreme Court has issued a sum- 
mary judgment for $61,900 against 
Earl Carroll in favor of the 756 
Seventh Ave. Corp. Latter supplied 
the equipment for the Carroll (now 
Casino) theatre and the producer al- 
legedly guaranteed payment. 


Molly Picon washed up her Sec- 
ond avenue Yiddish engagement 


Sunday (9) and will go to Europe 
after a brief vaude sprint. 

City of Asbury Park, N. J., bank- 
rupt and taken over by state. 

Theatre treasurers stage their 
annual benefit Sunday (17) at the 
New Amsterdam. 

Augusta Pinza, wife of Ezio 
Pinza, the Met’s deepest basso, 
suing Elizabeth Rethberg, soprano 
of the same troupe for $250,000 for 
alienation. Threatens to bring in 
an all-star cast to prove her asser- 
tions. 

Richard Harrison appears to be 
in for a spell in the hospital. Just 
tired, but he’ll be in ‘for some time 
yet.’ 

, Theatrical agency advertising for 
two Eskimo girls for an interna- 
tional beauty revue. Dailies kidding, 


but using. 
‘@’ men looking for a N. Y. chis- 
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“RUGGLES OF RED GAP” 


A Paramount Picture with 
CHARLES LAUGHTON—MARY BOLAND 
CHARLIE RUGGLES—ZASU PITTS 
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UNITED 
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MAURICE CHEVALIER 
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Opening Friday, Feb. 15 
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with Gary Cooper—Anna Sten 
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Tom’w Morning 9:30 a.m. 
anna Bros. Great Hit! 


“Gold Diggers or. 


ALL NEW AND DIFFERENT 
With 12 Stars, 6 Songs, 300 Girls 


Last day Kay Francis in ‘Living on Velvet’ 
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Irene Ginger 
DUNNE e ASTAIRE @e ROGERS 
in “ROBERTA” 

“Cavalcade of Color,’’ Leoni- 


Ravel’s ‘‘Bolero’’ 
dir. Erno Rapee 


ON STAG7: 
doff’s extravaganza .. . 
by Symphony Orchestra, 
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“Enchanted April” 
—On the Stage-- 
Stoopnagle and Efudd 


7th Ave. D¢ Show Val 
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AYFAIR proastrcet 47th 
N.Y. Premiere—An M-G-M Picture 
“SHADOW OF DOUBT” 


RICARDO CORTEZ 
MIDNIGHT Show Tonite 


ASTOR B’way 45th — At Popular 
Prices — Midnight Show 
N. Y. Premiere—Universal Picture 


“TRANSIENT LADY” 
HENRY HULL 


eler who recently sought to bribe a 
treasury official to alter the balance 
to read the way he wanted so as to 
beat the number lottery. Was will- 
ing to pay $1,500, so there must be 
real money in it. 

‘Phantom Village’ of the late 
Arnold Rothstein taken over by the 
city for unpaid taxes. Site is said 
to contain about $250,000 worth of 
After that’s collected, 


peat moss. 
the ground will be filled in for a 
park, 

Mr. Sigvard Bernadotte in town 
with the Mrs. on their way to 


Used to be 


Hollywood and films. 
Sweden, but 


Prince Sigvard, of 
that’s old stuff now. 

Rosa Ponselle back from Wash- 
ington, where she chatted with the 
President about opera. Says he has 
the right idea. Larger house and 
smaller admissions. 

Ibsen playhouse in the old Minsky 
stronghold finally got started 
Thursday (7) when the National 
Roof Garden opened with ‘Ghosts.’ 


‘Times Have Changed’ has had its 
third act rewritten. 

Eva LeGallienne made a curtain 
speech at Pittsburgh last -week. 
Asked the customers why there 
were so few of them present. Urged 
them to go out and spread the 
word, 

Clemence Dane did some prelimi- 
nary casting on ‘Broom Stages’ be- 
fore leaving for London last week. 
Rehearsals in August. 

Howard Cullman, of the N. Y. 
Port Authority and the Roxy thea- 
tre, now on the Labor Relations 
Board of NRA. 

David Levy, of Phila, suing 
Yankees and Stadium  Mainte- 
nance Corp. for $60,000, alleging he 


was beaten up at a game last 
Aug. 14, 

American Ballet tacks another 
week to its run in N, Y. Sticks 
until Mareh 17. 

Mayer Weisgel of M. W. W. Pro- 


ductions charged by 82 chorus girls 
in Commercial Frauds Court with 
paying them only $12 a week in- 
stead of the $30 required by the 
code. Weisgel held for Special Ses- 
sions. 

Mayor cracks down on licenses to 
hand organ men, but not before 14 
obtained permits for the current 
year, 

‘Ceiling Zero’ went into rehearsal 
and will open April 1 in Washington. 

Marie Rasputin, daughter of the 
Russian monk, here to do an ani- 
mal act with the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace show. 

Sidney Franklin wins $7,000 from 
Columbia Pictures for that short in 
which he was called a bull-thrower, 

N. Y. Opera Comique opens its 
tour in Hartford. Will come into 
N. Y. in the spring. 

Alexandra Carlisle, whose return 
to the stage in ‘Woman of the Soil’ 
was widely heralded, drops out by 
agreement with John Cameron. To 
be replaced by Evelyn Varden. 

Roarke Bradford has done an 
operetta from his ‘John Henry’ 
stories. Jack Wolfe, a Brooklyn mu- 
sician to do the score—his first. 

Sid Solomon, who runs the Cen- 
tral Park Casino, told Supreme 
Court Justice Dore he did not know 
what a cover charge was. He sav- 
vied a ‘supper charge,’ which turned 
out to be the same thing. Later 
he admitted a $4 couvert and a 
$3-$5 dinner. Opposing the city’s 
effort to abrogate the lease on the 
park property. 

Actors Dinner Club forced to 
close. Demands growing too heavy. 
Idea was that paying guests would 
help the deficit, but payees are 
growing fewer. On a recent night 
there were but 12 payees to 136 on 
the cuff. Will continue if funds 
are assured. 

Excitement at the Met. All the 
linnets want to chirp National An- 
them at the benefit Mrs. Roosevelt 
is promoting April 2. She will be 
— to pick the note-tosser her- 
self. 

Nijinsky’s physician announces in 
Paris his belief that the dancer can 
be mentally cured. 

N. Y. Chamber theatre, arty pro- 
fessionals, rehearsing ‘Salome’ and 
Kreymborg’s ‘Jack’s House’ for a 
double bill. 

Ward Morehouse’s most popular 
plays pell ends. Tops is ‘Hamlet’ 
with 8@ sponsors in 300 ballots. 
Other favs are ‘Rain,’ ‘What Price 
Glory,’ ‘Cyrano,’ ‘Peter Pan,’ ‘The 
Jest,’ ‘Green Pastures,’ ‘Journey’s 
End,’ ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ ‘Cherry 
Orchard.’ 

Four persons were slightly in- 
jured when an audience of 200 was 
stampeded by a film explosion in 
Pastime theatre, Jackson, Ky. Film, 
‘Bell of the '90’s,’ was jammed in the 
gate and apparently the flame 
reached the magazine. 

Frank Jewett Mather of Princeton 
places music before painting and 
sculpture. Says a picture or statue 
may be enjoyed for five minutes, but 
an opera will last three hours. 

Earl Carroll plans to bring a 
‘Vanities’ into the Winter Garden to 
replace ‘Life Begins.’ 

‘Fly Away Home’ resumes Mon- 
day night performances. Tried a 
Thursday mat instead, but not suc- 
cessful. 

Vassily Vessilovich Shkvarkin. 
Russian dramatist, reported to have 
realized over $500,000 in royalties on 
his non-propaganda play, ‘Another 
Man’s Child,’ this year. Recent 
liberalizing of law in Soviet permits 
authors et al to cash in, but catch 
of keeping dough there still remains. 





Berlin to get a waxworks mu- 





Plan sponsored by Minister 
a visit to London, 
Tussaud’s 


seum. 
Goering after 
where he viewed Mme. 
‘Chamber of Horrors.’ 

According to announcement, 50% 
of proposed new Rialto theatre site 
is already rented. 

Doug Fairbanks and Lady Ashley 
visiting Miami on yachting cruise 
from the Bahamas, 

Chinese film fans of Shanghal 
display grief over suicide of Yuan 
Lin-yu, native actress, by tearing 
their clothes off in streets. 

Tom Dorsey, ork pilot, moving his 
home from Merrick, L. L, to Ber- 
nardsville, N. J. He has purchased 
the Degner estate there. 

Fraulein Emmy Sonnemann re- 
cently designated Germany's ‘state 
actress,’ will wed Gen. Goering, Ilit- 
ler aide, April 11. 

Mayor La Guardia angling for law 
to permit kids in movies unaccom- 
panied by elders. Suggested seg- 
regating them from rest of theatre 
at conference of the National Board 
of Review at the Hotel Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Vitale Fokine, son of Russian bal- 
let impresario, seeking a divorce 
from his wife, Maria. She counters 
with a separation suit based on al- 
leged femme names in a little red 
book which hubby possesses. Race 
for decree started Saturday (8) in 
Supreme court, Manhattan. 

Helen Hayes tells in Toronto 
she’s through with the screen. Says 
all Hollywood has to offer is money. 

‘Rain’ was just a shower. Closes 
Saturday. 

Hipp opera to go to five perform- 
ances a week. 

Mayor stymied on his plan to 
make Met. Op. a muny art center. 
Too many stockholders. 

Irving Trust awarded $35,000 in 
the RKO bankruptcy. W. J. Dono- 
van, atty, collects $80,000. 

Henry Hull to tour in “Tobacco 
Road.’ Was the original Jeeter. 
Starts in San Francisco Saturday 
(16). 


Coast 


Harry Langdon tells court he’s 
down to his last $20 and owés $100,- 
000, in answering ex-wife’s com- 
plaint demanding alimony arrears. 

Jack Oakie haled into court for 
refusing to submit to deposition in 
connection with $125,000 slander 
suit filed against him by Marty 
Martyn, dance director. 

Claudia Tracy, actress, given 15- 
day jail sentence for being drunk 
in an auto. 

Energy expended by a _ concert 
pianist on an average program is 
equivalent to shoveling two aml a 
half tons of coal, Mischa Levitski 
tells L. A. press. 

Income tax liens slapped on Zane 
Gray for $4,690, and Robert Mont- 
gomery, $476. 

Santa Rosa (Cal.) woman sues 
Paramount for $50,000, alleging pic- 
ture of her deceased mate was used 
facetiously in ‘Mrs. Wiggs of the 
Cabbage Patch.’ 

Ralph Spence, champion rodeo 
rider,.was killed near San Bernar- 
dino (Cal.) when his horse stumbled 
and rolled over on him. 

Revealed at legal tiff between Leo 
Marrison, agent, and June Knight 
that actress was counselled against 
her romance with Max Baer, and 
that the attendant publicity was 
not constructive to her film career. 

David Howard, film director, and 


five others adrift in Pacific for 
eight hours when motor of their 
yacht stalled, rescued by coast 


guardsmen, 

Betty May, screen player, granted 
divorce in L. A. from Charles Spell- 
man, furrier. 

Police investigating L. A. picture 
houses which admit youths for used 
tire following complaints of missing 
spares, 

Nita Cavalier, film player, with- 
drew $200,000 balm suit against 
George Benton Wilson, millionaire 
sportsman, when called for trial. 

Extortion letter demand $10,000 of 
Thelma Todd, screen actress, named 
Abe Lyman ag go-between. Deemed 
a gag. 

Wife of Edmund Goulding, film 
director, died intestate, according to 
petition estimating estate at $10,- 
000. 

Clifton Edwards (Ukulele Ike) 
granted discharge in bankruptcy, 
clearing away debts of $68,207. 

Films showing Mrs. Muriel Rich- 
ardson, actress, performing her 
household duties, introduced in trial 
of damage suit for $58,000 against 
street car company to show that 
shock from accident was not perma- 
nent, 

Henry Schumann-Heink, son of 
the diva, found working as a studio 
laborer. Dailies reported he was 
rated a millionaire before his chain 
ot brokerage houses collapsed. 

Arcadia city council attempts to 
assess race horses stabled at the 
Santa Anita track despite ruling of 
Los Angeles county supervisors that 
taxation should be made at resi- 
dence of owners. 

Charging that Warners pirated the 
title, ‘The Right to Live,’ from one 
of his original stories, Abner Delson 
filed suit for $100,000, 

3ill Cupples, stunt man, suffered 
painful scratches and bruises in a 
scuffle with a tiger on location with 
a jungle picture. 

Mother of Ralph Bellamy received 
second degree burns when a furnace 
in her home exploded. 

Wendy Barrie, English actress, 
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granted extension of her 
permit until July 1, 

Albert A. Kaufman, former film 
executive, held for trial in Superior 


entrance 


Court March 27 on drunk driving 
charge. 

English solicitor representing sis- 
ter of Marie Dressler protests a!- 
lowance of $10,000 for late star's 


funeral, contending that ‘any British 
peer would consider that he had 
been very handsomely treated if his 
funeral cost as much as 500 pounds.’ 

Annulment of her marriage in 
Mexico to Nacio Herb Brown, song- 
writer, asked in court action by 
Anita Page. 

Theft of $3,000 violin from his car 
reported to L. A. police by Joey Lee, 
musician. 


Protesting that he 
hounded across three oceans and 
four continents, Harry Schenck, film 
director, given F nnine 4 to make ‘good 
his promise to meet arrears of $4,- 
300 toward support of 18-year-old 
daughter. 

Garvin Foss, actor, convicted of 
grand theft in L, A. for accepting 
$500 on promise to initiate screen 
career of Mrs. Beverly Otte, society 
matron of Louisville. 


Charles Ray filed counter suit to 
divorce action of Mrs. Clara Grant 
Ray, charging that she was the play- 
ful member of the family and not 
he, as alleged. 

Adela Rogers St. Johns admitted 
taking a 3,000-mile motor trip with 
Enzo Fiermonte, fighter-husband of 
Mrs. Madeline Force Dick Astor, 
during court testimony involving 
custody of 6-year-old son, guardian- 
ship of whom is shared by her ex- 
husband, Dick Hyland, former Stan- 
ford football star. 

Three more picture people were 
added to the week’s casualties when 
Francis Lister, English actor, and 
Lamar Trotti, Fox writer, checked 
in at hospitals for operations, and 
W. C..Fields was taken down with 
a severe flu attack. 

Attendants at University of Cali- 
fornia hospital decline to discuss 
ailment which confined Myrna Loy. 

La Scala Opera company granted 
permit to give 10 performances in 
city-ewned Griffith Park Greek the- 
atre next summer. 


Studio Placements 


(Continued from page 29) 


Frederick Munier, Constance Berger, 
same. 

Lynn Starling, screen play, ‘Mag- 
nificent Obsession,’ U, 

Ferdinand Munier, 
Roach, 

Lotus Liu, 
China,’ WB. 

Chester MorrIis, 
Andes,’ 1 

Irene Ware, 

Adolphe Menjou, 
dolier,’ WB. 

Edward Everett Horton, ‘Crashing 
Society,’ WB. 

Carl Erickson, Aben_ Finkel, 
screen play, ‘Tin Air,’ WB. 

Joan Crawford, ‘Garden of Allah," 


had been 





‘Okay Toots,’ 
‘Oil for the Lamps of 
‘Storm Over the 


‘The Raven,’ U. 
‘Broadway Gon- 


Metro, 

Jed Prouty, ‘Let "Em Have It,’ 
Reliance. 

Lionel Barrymore, ‘Public Here 


No. 1,’ Metro. 

Tom Reed, Seton I. Miller, writing 
yarn for ‘Always Ready,’ WB. 

Carol Graham, screen play, 
News,’ Mascot. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., Albert De Mond 
adaptation, ‘Atlantic Adventurer,’ 
Col, 

iuy Endore, adapting ‘Witch of 


‘City 


Timbuctoo,’ ‘Mad Love,’ Metro. 

Tod Browning, directing ‘Witch 
of Timbuctoo,’ Metro. 

Bernadine Hayes, ‘Break of 
Hearts,’ Radio. 

Donald Meek, ‘The Informer,’ 
Radio. 

Ann Shirley, ‘Chase Yesterday,’ 
Radio. 

Sam _ Hoffenstein, screen play, 


‘Pastry Maker’s Wife,’ Par. 

James Donlin, ‘Man Proposes,’ 
Fox. 

Neil Fitzgerald, Una O’Connorn 
‘The Informer,’ Radio. 

Inez Courtney, Sam Hardy, ‘Break 
of Hearts,’ Radio, 

Victor Zobel, supervising ‘City 
News,’ Mascot, 

Mary Wallace, ‘Becky Sharp," 
Pioneer. 

Carroll Graham, adaptation, ‘City 
News,’ Mascot. 

Adrian Morris, ‘G@ Man,’ WB. 

Mitchell Lewis, ‘Oil for the Lampé 
of China,’ WB. 

Edgar Kennedy, ‘Cowboy Million- 
aire,’ Lesser. 

Rosalind Russell, Akim Tamtroff, 
‘China Seas,’ Metro. 

Arthur Byron, ‘Public Hero No. i,’ 
Metro, 

Jeanle ‘Okay Toots,’ 
Roach. 

Kathleen Howard, Ethel Griffies, 
Mary Forbes, Forrester Harvey, 
Helen Freéman, ‘Anna Karenina,’ 
Metro. 

Ferdinand ottscha eorg 
Warrington, Break Me Hoare 
Radio. 

Pert Kelton, ‘Hooray For Love,’ 
Radio, 

Louis Paul, screen play, “Three 
Indelicate Ladies,’ Metro. 

Joe Mankiewicz, adaptation, Joafi 
Crawford pic, Metro. 

Harry Lachman, directing ‘Oreh- 
ids to You,’ Fox, 

8S. J., Laura Perelman, sereen plsy 
‘Cardboard Lover,’ Metro, 


Roberts, 
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Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 








Cloak 'n’ Suiters’ Holiday 

Tumult on Seventh ave. Upheaval in the garment centers. Fifth ave. 
rocks. Madison seethes. ‘Roberta’s’ here. 

‘Roberta’—which to the local cloak and suit big signifies gowns by 
Bernard Newman. Bernard Newman, alma mater Bergdorf Goodman. 
‘This—this is by our Mr. Newman,’ they used to say at Bergdorf Good- 
man, reverential and proud. 

But now their Mr. Newman belongs to Radio Pictures, and-so no more 
the need to masquerade, to crash the Bergdorf Goodman portals dis- 
guised as customers, for a furtive look at what ‘their’ Mr, Newman's up 
to. Just for the price of a Music Hall ticket, the latest Newman col- 
lection. Zounds, quelle windfall! 

Thus great hordes of garment manufacturers, sketch book in hand, 
swarm through the Music Hall. Macy's shouts through page ads in the 
dailies it’s first to present copies of gowns from ‘Roberta’. Abraham & 
Straus says in the Sunday papers that it’s the first to present copies of 
gowns from ‘Roberta’. Gentlemen! 

Little dressmakers tear themselves away from the dancing of Fred 
Astaire to photograph on their memories ‘Roberta's’ fashion parade. 
Milliners look, and smirk, at Mr, Newman's ineptness with hats. Excited 
clusters of Women's-wear persons whisper, argue, pan, praise. The 
Bergdorf Goodman personnel sits in the first mezzanine, as befits their 
lofty station in the fashion world, remembering this sleeve, that line, 
from their own last year's collection. Geez! 

Meanwhile, gents who never noticed their own wives’ new bonnets 
exclaim at ‘Roberta's’ floor length silver fox cloak. That sure is a lot of 
fur, they say. It sure is. That’s plenty of ermine swept across the model's 
shoulder, in the military dress cape. How many leopards gave their all 
that the full flared skirt of that coat might live? And doesn’t Ginger 
Rogers look the sleek little lady in her black velvet suit, beplumed, 
backed, swagged under the arms with silver fox! Nice hat, too, her 
black velvet baby cap jutting black aigrette in front. Sophisticated, 
Miss Rogers in ‘Roberta’, All smooth and chic and tidily groomed. 

Irene Dunne—lovely, loveleh. New, youth-making coiffure with a wide 
side part and soft waved fullness above the ears, new eyebrows reaching 
out to the temples, wide spacing the close set of her eyes. Perfect lady's 
clothes for her, slim, tuniced skirts, high, flower-petal necklines, a mag- 
nificent silver satin mantle flowing to the floor, caped, widely collared in 
sable, a silver tissue picture dress with off-the-shoulder white fox fischu, 
white fox paniers high on its bouffant skirt. 

Helen Westley, as Lanvin would dress her, stately, simple, egad how 
refined! Claire Dodd, discreet, tweedy, but frightfully refined, too. Oh, 
yes! 
Everybody's refined in ‘Roberta’, though. Refinement’s Mr. Newman's 
forte. He makes ‘lady’s’ clothes, they used to say in speaking of their 
Mr. Newman at Bergdorf Goodman, and that, too, would reecho up and 
down Seventh ave. 

In Hollywood they can now say of Radio's Mr. Newman, wherever does 
he find the so utterly, utterly right girls to wear his clothes, girls go 
fine at giving his designs such a rousing break? Tall, slim, long-legged, 
broad-shouldered, how can they miss? Well, they don't, save when 
draped in prints. Prints screen badly, kill design. 





Everything Goes at Palace 

A thorough-going good show, ‘Anatol’s Affairs’, at the Palace. Con- 
scientious about giving the customers a bit of everything, spectacle, 
dancing, comedy, logically developed staging. Versatile troupe, the 16- 
girl line up, adept at taps, Oriental swaying, swift costume changes, 
decorative stage dressing. Thoughtfully costumed in vaudeville taste, 
all the way from pale blue satin trunks and bandeaux to finale flash 
brevities contrived from sequins, feathers and net. Intermediate steps: 
black wrap-around skirts, silver cloth double-breasted jackets with 
rhinestone buttons; military usherette suits, white mess jackets, black 
trousers, gold epaulets, red caps and pant stripes. These lively 16 aspire, 
the m.c. explains, to be Music Hall Roxeyettes., 

Featured femmes: Jean Boydell, admirer of the grotesque cavortings 
of Fannie Brice, carries on herself in white chiffon stu(.zed with rhine- 
stones, terminating at her knees. Hearty, hard working miss. Irma- 
nette, violinist, high kicker and straight woman, in burnt orange bouffant 
net. Several gals from the chorus expert enough to be specialties. The 
little brunette in schoolgirl blue skirt, blue cape, white satin blouse, 
dizzy comedienne grounded on tongue-tied delivery. 





A Peek at Burlesque 
Did you know that the anatomy of the violin is a subject for serious 
and detailed study at the Gaiety (burlesque) in New York? That the 
most effective technique for playing the violin is also expounded at this 
scholarly house? That chests this season are being worn bare? That 


navels are smart? That derrieres will be broader, flanks flabbier, waist- 


lines thicker 
That the sag of a burlesque showgirl’s bosom can be somewhat coun- 


teracted if she stretches her arms overhead while posing as a rose grow- 
ing in a sequin flowerpot? That the Gaiety chorus has learned to do a 
staircase tap dance, often in unison That they lift the silver balloons 
in the schottish routine as if they were 500-pound weights? That they 
don’t seem terribly ardent about their art? 

That Gladys Clark’s diamond-shaped net wisp is the smallest costume 
in burlesque? That Miss Clark is the frankest strip tease maiden in 
burlesque? That Miss Clark wastes no time getting to bedrock? That 
her act only begins when she’s reached it? 

That the Gaiety comedian, told to sleep with the baby, appears vio- 
lently surprised to discover how baby’s grown? That the tenor and the 
soprano decide at the finale that ‘Beautiful Faces Need Beautiful 
Clothes’? That the second strip artiste sings ‘Stay As Sweet As You Are’ 
first? That this department is going into the postcard business? 

Six Lumps of Sugar 

Dear Ann Harding, dear, good, patient Ann Harding, at last, at long 
last, she’s found a picture that really understands her, a picture worthy 
her very own goodness and sweetness and trust. It’s called ‘Enchanted 
April,’ it opens at an English housewives’ club, it shows Miss Harding 
inspiring the housewives, it cuts to Miss Harding's husband flinching at 
the loving look of her, wincing at the chimes in her voice, it takes her 
to a castle in Italy lousy with quaint persons, it lets her be the quaintest 
of them all, it gets even with her coward of a husband by making him 
go back to her, 

In ‘Enchanted April’ Miss Harding's got faith, hope, and whimsy. In 
it she also plays a waiting game. Thus this time she has every right 
to look starry-eyed into the distance, to move about like a prim mid- 
western wraith, to scuttle across castle terraces with little Japanese-girl 
steps, to speak always as if she’s bewaring the Ides of March. It seems 
Miss Harding is gifted with an intuition that tells her everything's going 
to be all right, which she translates in low, vibrant tones that ascend just 
a little at the end of each pronouncement and scare hell out of her 
listeners. 

Miss Harding’s looking very fit and comfortable in ‘Enchanted April’, 
since her role of deserted but never despairing English housewife re- 
quires of her no straining for chic. She does her inspiring and wriggling 
into the hearts of her little group in filmy, trailing garments that frame 
her beatific face with ruffs of net and float after her in devoted clouds. 

Katharine Alexander, chief victim of Miss Harding's uplifting, takes it 
peaceably enough. Jessie Ralph, quite a character herself, struggles a 





_ bit longer ere admitting deep down inside she's really a sweet old lady. 


When finally they're all converted, there’s a heart-warming scene on the 
terrace showing Miss Alexander embroidering, Miss Ralph weaving bas- 
keta, Jane Baxter sculpting, and Miss Harding encouraging. 





Did You Know That— 





Walter Connelly gave a sup- 
par party, Saturday night, for 
Lucille Gleason. ..looks like the 
ban on violets has lived itself 
down, all the girls are wearing 
them...Marlene Dietrich wore 
some beauties, with her simple 
black gown, at the Waldorf... 
her husband and Brian Aherne 
accompanied her...Radie Har- 
ris is giving a cocktail party 
for Claudette Colbert next Sun- 
day...Jack Dempsey surprised 
his wife, Hannah, with a star 
sapphire ring of merely 61 
carats...that was Judith An- 
derson, Katharine Cornell and 


Guthrie McClintic seeing 
Clemence Dane off for Europe 
»..-Miss Anderson may do 


Dane's play, ‘Come of Age,’ at 
the Spring Festival, over there 
..-Frank Gillmore sailed, too, 
on the same boat...the Jack 
Bennys may buy a house in 
California...Dr. Rockwell eats 
at weird places, like the 10c 
stores, to study human nature 
..-Mrs. Franklin Roosevelt 
was at Milgrim’s, for a fitting, 
the other day...Jane Ace's 
(Easy Aces) cute bangs... 
they're atill talking about 
Helen Menken for ‘Good Earth’ 
...that was Lillian Walker 
strolling up Madison Ave., and 
the dimples are as gorgeous as 
ever. ..Margalo Gillmore’s cock- 
tail party, for her father, in- 
cluded Humphrey Bogart and 
Mary Philips among the 
guests... Barbara Newberry 
looked exquisite, at the May- 
fair, in a black lace gown with 
no back, and not s0 much front, 
either...Lillian Bond was also 
there, as well as Lady Furness, 
Gertrude Vanderbilt, Catherine 
Dale Owen, Bob Ritchie, Al 
Scott, Ronny Simon, Juies 
Glenzer, Jean Ackerman, Louis 
Shurr, Drucilla Strain, Benita 
Hume, Virginia Smith and Mrs. 
Bert Lytell...There’s a bit of 
irony in Dixie Lee’s return to 
the Fox lot, for when at Fox 
under contract a few years ago 
she was forbidden to see ‘that 
boy who sings with White- 
man’s band.’ Nobody ever 
knew why. The exec who gave 
those orders, not that Miss Lee 
paid too much attention, fs still 
there, and Miss Lee, of course, 
is now Mrs. Bing Crosby. 











16 Mm. 


(Continued from page 28) 


much the same basis as present $5 
mm. features. 

Even with silent features a few 
independent companies, Universal, 
Paramount and First National re- 
duced some pictures to 16 mm. size. 
Universal actually built up what 
was called a Home Film Library 
comprising all of its small-sized 
feature pix. 

How It Works Out 

Producers place two years aa the 
length of time that the average fea- 
ture has drawing power. In the 
silent era, the companies held back 
such pictures as ‘Ben-Hur’ and ‘All 
Quiet on the Western Front’ for re- 
release, with varying results. In the 
case of such outstanding box office 
hits the companies preferred hold- 
ing up any release on them for 16 
mm, distribution. But in most in- 
stances, the belief igs that the pro- 
ducer-distributor would not be 
adverse to permitting a feature to be 
reduced to small-gauge film after 
two years had elapsed from release 
date. 

This fits in with the proposal of 
those in the 16 mm. field. They claim 
that a picture that old is still suit- 
able for showing at church benefits, 
school festivals and similar non-the- 
atrical performances, They set forth 
that the picture’s age makes little 
difference for an affair of this sort. 
Reference also is made to the old 
theory that the audience at a ben- 
efit either would be lost to the the- 
atre for the one night anyway, and 
also that the picture is screened 
for people who ordinarily do not pa- 
tronize the theatre. 

The 16 mm. group emphasizes the 
point that there will be benefits in 
every community periodically, and 
that where the producer and distrib- 
utor gets nothing from them at 
present, with the use of 16 mm. sub- 
jects as contemplated, these non- 
theatricals would give them some 
compensation. 

Meanwhile, the 16m. boys have 
the wave of revivals now: being 
used by many exhibs to counteract 
their theories. Theatres using re- 
vivals are showing films more than 








two years old. 





Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best dressed woman of the week: 
CONSTANCE BENNETT 
(‘After Office Hours’—Film) 





When a Fella Needs a Gal 

Ben Bernie clowns in the old familiar way at the Capitol theatre. But 
what Mr. Bernie needs is a woman singer. One tires of the all-male 
contingent. The line of girls is also sadly missed at this theatre this 
week, 

Program consists of the band, ‘March of Time’ short, and the feature 
picture, ‘After Office Hours’, starring Clark Gable and Constance Bennett. 
Latter film is a newspaper siory and mediocre. Miss Bennett, of course, 
shows some lovely clothes. A society girl going in for reporting, she 
arrives at the office in an expensive limousine, dressed in a black dress 
with white bows at the neck and waist. She carries a silver fox fur and 
has a small hat perched saucily on her curled coiffure. Most of the dresses 
were peplumed in model. A metallic evening gown had sables crossed 
at the front of the bodice hanging in a double row down the back. The 
long skirt with a wide pleat ended in a long train. There was an un- 
trimmed satin dress made with a slight shoulder capelet. At seven o'clock 
in the morning Miss Bennett was in a riding outfit of a light tan color. 
A black evening gown had a surplice bodice and was worn with a short 
jacket and a high collar. 

Billie Burke, doing her usual fluttery mother, looked well in a couple of 
dinner dresses. A satin frock was ruffled at the high bodice with a 
gardenia trim. A redingote dress was of plain cloth with many buttons 
down the front. A negligee was in layers, three in number. 





Switch On Cinderella 

Do you want to see Kay Francis washing windows and scrubbing 
shelves? If you do, then see ‘Living On Velvet.’ Miss Francis is living 
with a rich aunt when the picture opens, and is seen at a party in a 
beautiful evening frock of a white striped material. The neck line is 
bordered with a pleating, as are the hips. She dons a sumptuous sable 
coat and goes wandering in Central Park and rides on top of a Fifth 
avenue bus. The next morning she is seen in a hostess gown of a 
crystal sprinkled material, made with full corded sleeves. A suit con- 
sisting of a slit skirt and three-quarter coat is worn with a small hat 
and sable stole. The coat sports square buttons. A dress of a light 
cloth has collar and cuffs of striped mulle, with tiny pearl buttons down 
the front. 

She goes to her wedding ceremony in a short coat of a striped ma- 
terial. The collar and front is banded with fox. Very striking is a 
long, plain black frock made with high neck and long sleeves. A 
ceri belt has a cameo ornament. Tiring of living on Long Island 
and doing her own housework and wearing several simple housedresses, 
Miss Francis returns to the home of her aunt and is seen in a white 
evening gown, vulgarly cut in being not only backless, but also without 
sides. A ripple of laughter floated over the theatre when Miss Francis 
is seen in the largest hat in captivity. The hat, of velvet, had side 
plumes of paradise. The suit worn with this hat is black velvet, made 
with full sleeves, and is caught at the throat with a diamond brooch. 
Three strands of pearls are also worn. A black velvet coat has a 
huge ermine collar. 





Mary Ellis Surprises 

The picture version of ‘All the King’s Horses’ hasn't the romantic ele- 
ment the stage version had, nevertheless it is amusing entertainment. 
For one thing, it gives Carl Brissonn the opportunity to wearing uniforms 
so dear to a picture star. Mr. Brissonn’s-‘Gardenia’ song should prove 
as popular as his rendition of ‘Cocktails For Two’, 

Mary Ellis is a real surprise. Hearing her on the Campbell program 
with Louella Parsons, her affectations of speech made one fear for her 
picture career, but evidently the director smoothed that all out. There 
isn't a trace of these affectations in the picture. 

Miss Ellis appears first in a white lace negligee and then in a black 
gown with sequin trimming. Pearl earrings peep from under a small 
hat. A cloth gown of a lightish material has a satin bodice, sleeves and 
a panel down the front. She looks very lovely in a peasant costume and 
sings charmingly from a window. A white tulle frock sparkles with 
silver and is banded at the waist line with silver bands. A black negligee 
is frilled at the throat and hemmed with white. 

One of the loveliest of gowns is of white stiffened chiffon made with 
normal waist line. The skirt is in layers with a collar of flat frills, and 
the sleeves, made very full, have two tucks. 

The one chorus number is admirably done on a mirrored floor. Mr. 
Brisson dances as well as sings. The girls behind him are in long black 
satin gowns and long gloves. Another group is in black tulle ballet 
costumes. The bodices are black sequins, 





Reminds of Lillian Russell 

After much heralding ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ is at the Paramount the- 
atre and doesn't disappoint. In fact it will probably be one of the out- 
standing films of the year. 

Charles Laughton has finally convinced the picturo people he can do 
comedy. There are many high spots in the picture, but none so high as 
Laughton’s rendition of Lincoln's speech at Gettysburg. 

Film is superbly cast and Mary Boland carries honors for the women, 
although Maude Eburne pushes her closely. Miss Boland has lost weight 
and looks better. The princess models of the early 90's suit this actress 
well. Her resemblance to Lillian Russell is remarkable. Gowns and 
jewels are grossly and purposely exaggerated. Nevertheless, Miss Boland 
has the knack of looking as though she had just stepped from a bandbox. 
Leila Hyams, in for a bit, also wears clothes of this period successfully. 





More Murder 

Another murder picture at the Mayfair, called ‘Shadow of Doubt’. It is 
fairly entertaining with the mystery solved by no one else than Con- 
stance Collier, made up as an old lady in a white wig. 

That superb trouper is a lady of millions who hasn't eft her house in 
20 years and when she does, she goes to a night club in a lacey frilled 
dress covered by a chinchilla coat with a feather boa thrown in for good 
measure. For the most part she is in black dresses, much bejewelled 
and usually with a lace shawl around her shoulders. 

Virginia Bruce stands a show of being a big Hollywood name if given 
worthier pictures. A beautiful blonde with acting ability, it is too bad 
she is given these mediocre parts. A nicely made wardrobe is shown by 
this young woman. A long black gown with no back has a standing 
white band around the neckline. A brooch holds a bow in place. lox 
encircles a cloth caped outfit and a negligee is of chiffon made with long 
sleeves and net ruffled collar. Very good looking is a dress of black cloth 
trimmed with large self-covered buttons with a touch of white. An eve- 
ning outfit consists of a metallic gown sensibly made with a modest 
decolletage caught in place with diamond clips. With this dress is a 
short cape edged with sable, 

Isabel Jewell as a cabaret girl wears a dark sequin gown. Girls in a 
number are in long satin dresses slit to the knee. They carry coque 
feathered fans, 


Miss Bruce’s apartment is a real Hollywood setting with white chiffon 
draperies. One of these days someone out there in Hollywood is going 
to give us real livable homes, not an interior decorator’s idea of what a 
home should be, 
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3UGGLES” FOUR STARS 


By KATE CAMERON. 
(N.Y. Daily News) 
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“Ruggles of Red Gap,”-a Paramount production, story by Harry 
Leon Wilson, screen play by Walter De Leon and Harlan Thompson, 
adaptation by Humphrey Pearson, directed by Leo McCarey and pre- 


Harry Leon Wilson’s wife sued him for a divorce in 1928 because he 


wrote the stories about Red Gap that had the whole country laughing 














THE CAST 
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Delightful Comedy! 








picture opening yesterday at the 
Uptown Theatre, keeps the audience 
in a continuous gale of laughter. 
Charles Laughton, as an English 
butler-valet, is priceless, upholding 
the traditional dignity of English 
butlers in the service of nobility and 
equally amusing when flung into the 
“lap of the gods” of Red Gap society 
— the “one-horse” town of the 
American middle West. 

The play is based on Harry Leon 
Wilson’s book, and Mary Boland 
and Charlie Ruggles plays the part 
of the nouveau riche, who in a poker 
game in Paris win Ruggles, butler 
of Roland Young, an _honest-to- 
goodness Earl. Ruggle’s adventures 
in Red Gap, where he loses his iden- 
tity as a butler-valet and is mis- 
taken for a Colonel of the Britis 
Army, are responsible for one long, 
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n the Northwestern 
the servant becomes a man, Laugh- 
ton’s acting is perfect. His evolu- 
tion from the correct English ser- 
vant to an American business man 
is one long series of laughs. There 
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TORONTO, Feb. 22— As invigor- 
ating as a spring tonic, the comedy, 
“Ruggles of Red Gap,” the feature 
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NBC Kills Listerine Pick-U 
To Porte Rico Because RCA Not 
Used; Conquest to Fed] Comm. 


—_—__—_ + 
As the result of a protest put in Frantic Mother 

by NBC, General Electric has with- 
drawn the permission given WKAQ, 
San Juan, P. R., to rebroadcast the St. Paul, March 12, 
Saturday matinee Metropolitan Self-styled ‘frantic mother’ 
operas. NBC has taken the stand phoned WDGY that her 10- 
that the program, which is bank- year-old son hadn't yet reached 
rolled by Listerine, may not be home, although school had 
transmitted to territories outside been out over an hour. 


the United States for commercial 
purposes unless the shortwaving is 
done by RCA Communications, Inc. 
NBC is a sister subsidiary of the 
latter company, 

Conquest Alliance Co., which 
handles the Listerine air account in 
Porto Rico, was advised by General 
Electric Feb. 5 that it would be per- 
missible for WKAQ to pick up GE's 
shortwaving of the operas over 
W2XAF, Schenectady, and rebroad- 
cast them under the mouthwash tag. 
Two weeks ago WKAQ received a 
cable from C. W. Horn, NBC's chief 
engineer, informing the station that 
the rebroadcasting was beirg done 
without proper authority and that 
it liad to stop. 

Conquest interposed a protest 
against the order with both General 
Electric and NBC. In a letter signed 
by W. J. Becker, WGY commercial 
engineer, Conquest was told that 
since NBC had raised the qu¢siion 
as to GE’s authority in the matter 
there was nothing for the electric 
concern to do but suspend its per- 
mission until the situation between 
Conquest and the web had been 
cleared up. 

RCA Clause 

Horn, who did the answering for 
NBC, pointed out to Conquest that 
the Federal radio law _ stipulates 
that a program may not be rebroad- 
cast without permission from its 
originating source, and averred that 
NBC will not allow its programs to 
be broadcast to foreign countries 
unless RCA facilities are used. Con- 
quest’s spokesman informed Horn 
that the only objection he had 
against using RCA was the price de- 
manded, $3 a minute. He declared 
that he thought this fee (around 
$500) was totally out of line with 
the commercial benefits thgt the ac- 
count could receive from its pro- 
gram in Porto Rico, and that NBC, 
anyway, should be willing in the 
interest of stimulating trade for 
-American products in foreign coun- 
tries to waive the RCA connection. 
The situation as it now stands, 
Horn was told, smacked too much 
of monopoly, and that Conquest 
finds itself with no alternative other 
than bringing the matter to the at- 
tention of the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission. a 

Conquest says that Kraft Phenix 
Cheese is interested in rebroadcast- 
ing its Thursday night show with 
Paul Whiteman to South America, 
and the only thing holding up the 
arrangement is the fee asked by 
RCA. 


Option Time at WOR 


WOR artists’ bureau renewed 
several vocalists during the week. 
Veronica Wiggins, contralto on the 
Moon Beams program, and Verna 
Osborne, soprano on the same hour, 
extended for six months, Song 
Weavers group signed for three 
months. Channing Choir, 26 voices, 
under the direction of Dr. Dolph 
Martin, renewed for three months. 
Grace Ponvini also had her option 
taken up for three months, 

Charioteers, colored group with 
Jean Goldkette’s orchestra, and 
Marilyn Duke, soloist with the band, 
received new contracts this week. 

Leah Klarr recently joined the 
business staff as office supervisor. 
Sally Arnold now devoting all her 
time to Nat Abramson’'s department, 











Campbell Soup Renews 


Campbell Soup has decided to re- 
tain the ‘Hollywood Hotel’ series for 
another 13 weeks, with William 
Bacher in charge of production. 
Bacher’s contract will keep him on 
the west coast for that period. 

Radio phase of the canner’s busi- 
ness will remain with the F. Wallis 
Armstrong agency. 





Bradley Kincaid, making a month's 
vaudeville tour of south, following 
which he probably will go on the 
air over a Boston station. 








Asked station to broadcast 
an §S.O.S. and then call police 
for her. Said the kid's name 
was Robert, but she couldn't 
recall how he was dressed. 

When switchboard operator 
asked for more details, mater 
became impatient and said she 
couldn’t talk any longer be- 
cause she had company and 
had to get back to the bridge 
game, 











JOE CHAMBERS 
DOPES IT OUT 
FOR WLW 


Cincinnati, March 12. 

A directional antenna system is 
being installed by WLW to control 
its signal toward Toronto, Ont., at 
50,000 watts and restore 5600,000- 
watt power on all other channels. 
Idea has the okay of the Federal 
Communications Commission, which 
recently ordered the Crosley super 
to reduce its night sound-tossing 
strength from 500 to 50 kilowatts on 
complaint of interference by WLW 
with CFRB, Toronto. WLW has 
700 position on the dial and CFRB 
occupies the 690 mark. The latter 
station is authorized to transmit at 
10,000 watts. 

Directional scheme for WLW is 
being worked out by Joseph A. 
Chambers. Chambers expects new 
system will be in working order by 
April 1. Until then WLW will be 
500,000 watts in daytime and 50,000 
watts at night. 

In June, 1932, Chambers perfected 
a directional antenna set-up for 
WSAI, also a Crosley station, which 
has 1,000-watt power at night and 
2,500 watts during daylight. That 
job was among the first, if not the 
first, of its kind for a commercial 








station. 


TRIUMPH OVER RED TAPE 


Radio Stations Finally Receive Code 
Posters 








Washington, March 12. 

Row between the broadcasting 
code authority and the recovery ad- 
ministration over posting interpre- 
tations of labor clauses of the radio 
code cropped out last week when 
codist headquarters mailed out a 
long-delayed bulletin and official 
copies of station posters. 

Responsibility for the delay of 15 
months in complying with code 
clauses requiring prominent display 
of all labor conditions in each studio 
was placed squarely on the govern- 
ment by James W. Baldwin, C. A. 
executive officer. 

Issue involved the question of 
whether codists could issue for post- 
ing copies of regulations embodying 
the official interpretations of code 
clauses issued over a year ago. Gov- 
ernment said nix, claiming the in- 
terpretations were never officially 
approved, while codists contended 
government reps had given permis- 
sion for distribution of the analyses 
of clause requirements. 

Accounting for delay, Baldwin 
explained in official bulletin dated 
Feb. 16 and mailed last week that 

‘The official copies were not sent 
you earlier because of a dispute 
between the code authority and the 
National Recovery Administration. 
We have contended that the official 
posters should display the explana- 
tory comments contained in code 
authority bulletin No, 1. We have 
explained that these explanatory 
comments have been the yardstick 
by which the labor provisions were 
administered and that to post the 
labor provisions without the expla- 
nations might disturb the relations 
betwgen employer and employee. We 
stressed the importance of avoiding 
any such misunderstandings. Our 
requests were denied. 

‘The denial was based on the 
point that the explanatory comments 
in code authority bulletin No. 1 
were never officially approved. This 
ig technically true, 


Fidler OK’d to June 


Hollywood, March 13, 
Jimmy Fidler, radio's only trans- 
continental film gossiper, has been 
given a contract extension through 
June by Tangee, 











Klein Joins Agency 


Chicago, March 12. 

Henry Klein, chief of continuity 
scribbling for Columbia web here, 
moves over to head the radio de- 
partment of the Frey & Aveyard 
agency, replacing Larry Triggs, who 
moves up into the copy department 
of the agency, 

Klein's spot at CBS will be taken 
by Hal Hadson, 





Confirm Hearst's 780 Niche 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


CBS was after the Schmeling-Hamas fight from Hamburg last Sunday 
(11), but NBC got it by invitation and at the last minute. 

NBC had to take off the Tastyeast commercial on WJZ to catch the 
fight. At that there was almost a jam when the Germans tried to push 
the fight up an hour or so.. 








Maryland Legislature, currently in session at Annapolis, last week 
passed a measure which forbids radio advertising anywhere within 
state of unauthorized insurance companies, firms which do not possess 
license to book biz in Maryland. 

According to the wording of ban, commercials bankrolled by the re- 
stricted insurance firms cannot be heard in any manner by a resident 
of the state, though just how such programs, if broadcast by high- 
powered stations located without boundaries of Maryland, could be 
deflected from the Free State's borders is something that was not ex- 
plained by the Legislators when they voted the ruling into effect. 





Lehn’ & Fink agency, acting for Pebeco, Eddie Cantor and Harry 
Einstein (Parkyakakas), protested to Louis K. Sidney, of Loew's, over 
George Givot’'s alleged stage innuendo that he was the Greek comedian 
on the Cantor show. As a personal air gesture to Einstein, ex-Boston 
advertising man who went Greek comic, Cantor is now announcing 
Einstein by name as ‘Parkyakakas.’ 

Givot’s supposed reference at the State theatre, N. Y., was casual, 
but could have been misconstrued, it is claimed, Givot has joined the 
Block and Sully (Ex-Lax) air program, 





NBC through its sales promotion department disavows that Kleenex 
is shifting to CBS April 6 because the commercial couldn't get the re- 
quired coverage from the network it is now on. Kleenex, says NBC, 
decided to move when it was refused permission to ring into the plug 
copy mention of a deodorant, Quest, which is manufactured by the same 
company. 

Kleenex wanted to suggest a use for the deodorant that NBC thought 
would be entirely out of place, says the network. 

Coincident with new policy of Columbia network is planning to shunt 
all nostrum accounts off its hook-up comes the contract on the 
web for the Kleenex show, which starts April 1 on CBS after having 
been a local show on NBC station WENR in Chicago. 

New Kleenex show will also plug a body deodorant, the inclusion of 
which in the show was partial cause of the failure for NBC and Kleenex 
to get together. 





Squeals arising in France that the first broadcast from the Comedie 
Francaise—play was ‘La Parisienne,’ by Henry Becque—was a poor job, 
and since this is the first of 20 planned for the year, the public wants 
something done. Appears that Comedie just stuck a mike in the promp- 
ter’s box and let it go at that, result being messy. Sound engineering 
was completely absent. 





Odd situation is that of KSTP (St. Paul-Minneapolis) and the Or- 
phan Annie program, aired over NBC. While the stanza is com- 
mercial and means revenue to the outlet, T. D. Rishworth, station's 
educational director, openly fights it whenever the opportunity arises. 

In remarks from the speaker’s platform at several meetings, Rish- 
worth has declared belligerently against the program. 





Speaking before the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, M. H. Ayles- 
worth, NBC prexy, named the 10 outstanding radio speakers in the 
following order: President Roosevelt, Alfred E. Smith, Will Rogers, Owen 
D. Young, W. R. Hearst, Huey Long, Father Coughlin, Dr. S. Parks 
Cadman, Dr. Glenn Frank and Waiter Damrosch., 





According to the annual report on RCA, the National Broadcasting 
Company -during 1934, presented 45,240 network programs, including 
more than 300 from 30 different foreign companies, 





As a New Orleans radio station was announcing that James Lejeune, 
Jr., had won an amateur artist contest, Lejeune died in French hospital 
(9) of pneumonia. He was to have been married in a few days. 


GRANT INJUNCTION 
AGAINST WINCHELL 


J. Walter Thompson's request for 
an injunction restraining Walter 
Winchell, the distillers of G. & W. 
whiskey and the Fletcher & Ellis 





Don Lee Group Remains 
With CBS Spot Subsid; 
Some Affiliates Sore 


policy for Radio Sales, Inc., effec« 
tive April 10, does nvt include the 





Protest of Don Lee Against Publisher’s 





Entry in Los Angeles Not Accepted 





Washington, March 12, 

William Randolph Hearst cleared 
another hurdle in his effort to build 
up a nation-wide chain of broad- 
casting stations Monday (11) when 
District of Columbia Court of Ap- 
peals upheld Federal Radio Com- 
mission's renewal of licenses for 
KTM, Los Angeles, and KELW, 
Burbank, Cal. Tribunal sustained 
Commish action year ago which was 
challenged by Don Lee, California 
chain. 

Discussing issues only briefly, 
court said that ‘In our opinion the 
foregoing decision of the commis- 
sion is founded upon substantial evi- 
dence and is not arbitrary or ca- 
pricious. It is, therefore, affirmed.’ 

Action which dates back four 
years developed a four-way scrap 
over the 780 channel in California 
and embroiled Don Lee system, 
James McClatchey, Sacramento 
publisher; Earl Anthony, another 
Los Angeles operator, and Hearst 
forces, which have arranged to 
purchase the two stations. 

Following protracted hearings, 
Commish examiner two years ago 
recommended that Commish grant 
applications of Don Lee for permis- 
sion to erect a new station at Red- 
lands, 65 miles from Los Angeles, 
on the 780 channel and reject An- 
thony request for a shift from 1,430 





to 780 for KECA, McClatchey plea 





for shift for KFKB from 1,130 to 
1,430, and renewal applications of 
KTM-KELW. Examiner ripped into 
Hearst finances, charging Evening 
Herald Publishing Co. was not suf- 
ficiently well-heeled to take over 
operation of the stations, 
Reversed Examiner 

Commission itself overturned the 
principal recommendation of its ex- 
aminer, denying the Lee application, 
granting both the renewal licenses 
and the right to transfer Icenses to 
Hearst sheet. Don Lee carried the 
fight to the local court, but Anthony 
and McClatchey dropped the war- 
fare, 

Surveying the record, local tribu- 
nal by implication agreed with 
Commish conclusion that Don Lee 
failed to show substantial need for 
additional service in the Redlands 
area as well as the Commish view 
that KTM-KELW have rendered 
satisfactory service to their listen- 
ing areas. 

In decision by Chief Justice Mar- 
tin, court said that ‘service which 
the publishing company proposes to 
render to the public would be un- 
doubtedly of high character and 
great value to the public.’ 

Counsel for Don Lee were unde- 
cided today whether to carry the 
scrap to the Supreme court or aban- 
don efforts to block Hearst entry 
into the L. A. radio set-up. 





agency from continuing their testi- 
monial arrangement was granted last 
week by N. Y. Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Collins. In applying for the stay 
order Thompson charged that Win- 


chell by letting his name and pic- 
ture be used in a series of G. & W. 
ads had violated an exclusive com- 
mercial contract held by the Thomp- 
son agency and the columnist’s air 
sponsor, the Andrew Jergens Co. 

Together with the application for 
an injunction Thompson filed a 
damage suit, asking $50,000 each 
from the three defendants. Fletcher 
& Ellis is the agency on the G. & 
W. account and affected the liquor 
ad tieup with Winchell, who re- 
ceived $5,000 for the service. 

In handing down the injunction 
Justice Collins declared that there 
was no question of Winchell’s being 
bound to Thompson for his exclu- 
sive radio and advertising services 
and that the alliance with the G. & 
W. product was in clear violation of 
his other contract. The decision 
scored the distillers and _ their 
agency for turning Winchell down 
when, after he had received a warn- 
ing from Thompson, the columnist 
returned the $5,000 and sought a re- 
lease from his G. & W. obligation. 

Justice Collins averred that the 
defendants could not reasonably en- 
ter a defense of innocence and since 
it would be difficult, if not impos- 
sible, to estimate the damages suf- 
fered by Thompson and Jergens, a 
proper case of injunctive relief had 
been TN: 





elimination of the Don Lee group, 
CBS, of which Radio Sales is a 
subsid, has decided to make an ex- 
ception of the Don Lee stations and 
retain them on the list of outlets 
that Radfo Sale: will continue to 
represent in the spot broadcasting 
field. Don Lee's will be the only 
stations remaining on the RS’s ros- 
ter that are not Owned or controlled 
by Columbia, 

CBS has received squawks from 
several stations about their being 
dropped from the Radio Sales list. 
These Columbia-affiliated outlets 
had found the proposition working 
out satisfactorily for them. They 
expressed themselves as_ resentful 
of the idea of being cut adrift just 
when things were going along 
smoothly and, after an interim of 
four months, forced to scout around 
for another representative connec- 
tion. 

Besides the Don Lee group, Ra- 
dio Sales will after April 10 contine 
its representation to WABC, New 
York; WJSV, Washington; WKRC, 
Cincinnati; WBBM, Chicago; WPG, 
Atlantic City; WCCO, Minneapolis; 
KMOX, St. Louis, and WBT, Char- 
lotte, N. Cc, 


Fletcher Futures Roxy 


With the program going off April! 
27 for the summer, Fletcher's 
Castoria is talking a °35-36 deal 
with S. L. Rothafel (Roxy). 

Program will have completed 34 


}weeks when scramming. 
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Advertisers Might Control News on 


Radio, Say Newspaper Publishers’ 


Move is under way among news- 
paper publishers to outlaw the com- 
mercializing of news by broadcast- 
ers. Slated for introduction at the 
convention of the American News- 
paper Publishers Association, which 
opens April 22, is a resolution call- 
ing upon the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to restrict the 
airing of straight news to sustain- 
ing purposes. 

Argument that the publishers 
propose advancing in their memo- 
randum to the FCC is that the 
news cannot be kept free and un- 
colored when its dissemination is 
paid for by any commercial inter- 
est. Document will contend that 
the spread of the newscasting bank- 
roller will develop a tendency to 
avoid including anything that might 
reflect unfavorably upon the indus- 
try or commercial interest con- 
cerned, and that eventually the 
editing of the news will fall into 
the hands of the sponsor, with the 
result that the way will be left clear 
for imparting the stuff with propa- 
ganda. 

Meanwhile the list of national 
accounts supporting straight news 
broadcasts is rapidly mounting. 
Among these national advertisers 
are Phillips Packing of Cambridge, 
Md., Continental Baking, Phillips 
Petroleum, Mennen Shaving Cream, 
Crazy Crystals, Alka Seltzer and 
Duco (duPont). 


LOOK FOR NEW 
EQUITY BID 


Washington, March 12. 

With general overhauling of the 
broadcasting code probable in the 
near future, round-up of talent 
questionnaires was sent out by code 
authority offices last week to bring 
in stragglers who have failed to 
file answers to codists’ queries 
about working conditions of ac- 
tors and performers. No deadline 
aet, though. 

Approximately three-fifths of the 
$00-odd answers were on hand 
when the hurry-up summons went 
forward. The tabulation of the 
complicated returns has progressed 

nly slightly due to illness of James 
Yy. Baldwin, executive officer and 
gurvey boss, and lackadaisical atti- 
tude of minority of the industry. 

A general revision of the present 

act as soon as Congress makes up 

gs mind about the future of the 
Blue Eagle is virtually certain, and 
gigns are that Equity will seize the 
opportunity to renew its drive for 
minimum fees for mike wrestlers. 
Codists accordingly want to be 
armed with facts and figgers be- 
ore engaging in second round of 
his long-standing scrap. 


KNX Sues KHJ, KMTR 











Los Angeles, March 12. 

KNX filed suits in Superior court 
here, asking $500,000 damages from 
both KHJ and KMTR alleging 
slander. 

Suits are a sequel to the battle 

etween KNX and local dailies in 
Which the papers threw the Holly- 
fwood atation out of their logs be- 
fuse of KNX’'s stand for independ- 

nt news bulletins. 

Charges against KHJ and KMTR 
fre based on the broadcasting of an 
editorial from the Los Angeles 
Times in which KNX was put on 
the pan. A similar suit for $500,000 
against the Times fs pending. 


Brokenshire at WHN 


Norman Brokenshire is slated to 
feplace Maj. Bowes on WHN'’s am- 
ateur hoyr, when the major goes 

er to the Chase & Sanborn pro- 
) el 

Announcer 
m.c. If{ne. 





will follow the same 














Phil Baker’s Steady Job 


Phil Baker completes two full 
years for Armour’s Friday (15). 
With the exception of a five week 
European vacation last summer its 
been 104 consecutive weeks for the 
comedian. Harry McNaughton 
shares the same record. 

Armour has given Baker a con- 
tract for a third year which goes 
into effect next year. 


Prall FCC Boss; 
Federal Judge 
Job for Sykes? 


Washington, March 12. 

First repercussion in Federal 
Communications Commission from 
Congressional dissent over radio 
regulation policies appeared Friday 
(8) when Judge Eugene O. Sykes 
stepped out of the chairmanship 
and was succeeded by former Con- 
gressman Anning S. Prall. 

Shakeup resulted from agreement 
reputedly reached between members 
of the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee and the Communications 
body by which Senatorial critics 
held their fire and permitted con- 
firmation of the seven radio and 
wire rulers in return for changes in 
Commish personnel and policy. 

Prall’s promotion also was in ac- 
cordance with White House de- 
sires, as it had been indicated when 
President Roosevelt named _ the 
former Staten Island Representa- 
tive that Sykes in time would step 
down. Prall has been serving as 
chairman of the broadcasting divi- 
sion, succeeded former Commission- 
er Hampson Gary, who quit in De- 
cember under a prearranged plan to 
clear the way for Prall’s appoint- 
ment. 

Although Sykes is remaining on 
the commission for the present, it 
is reported he is marked for a post 
on the Federal bench, probably on 
the D. C. court of appeals, which 
has direct supervision over matters 
affecting radio, telephone,  tele- 
graph, and power. No vacancy open 
now but the administration enter- 
tains plans for increasing the num- 
ber of judges to provide a place 
for at least one jurist familiar with 
the administrative phase of such 
problems. 


Ford Ponders Summer 








Indications are that Ford Motors 
will continue the Sunday night con- 
cert series on CBS through the 
summer, Impressed by the fact that 
the mail drawn by the program has 
been steadily on the upbeat, Ford is 
reluctant to take a chance on losing 
this goodwill by stepping out for the 
warm spell. 

Account last week gave the series 
another 13-week extension which 
guarantees its stay until June 30. 





No Amateurs—Proud of It 


P. H. LasTayo, commercial man- 
ager of WAAT, Jersey City, wants 
station to be different. Has no 
amateur program and doesn’t want 
any. 

Norman Pearce is new assistant 
program director at WAAT under 
Dale Kennedy. 


Sheffield Milk Tests 


Sheffield Milk Co. starts testing a 
new kid script series, ‘Billy and 
Betty’ on WEAF March 25. If the 
show clicks it will be given a net- 
work hookup. 

Program ig plotted for every af- 
ternoon in the week but Saturday 
and Sunday. 
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Comparatively Small Outlay 
Even on Big Network 
Programs for Writing 
Talent Compared to Pic- 
tures and Legit — Best 
Paid Radio Authors Work 
for Headliners, Not Pro- 
grams 


EDITING ANGLES 





As spenders for time and talent 
radio sponsors rank among highest 
| in the field of entertainment pur- 
veyors today. But as spenders for 
writers and material they are close 
to the lowest. Only branch in show 
business spending less for material 
than radio, pro rata, is burlesque, 
which hasn’t bought a script or 
hired a writer in 10 years. 

Radio is in the same position the 
film business was in in its early 
formative days. And, as pictures 
did, the sponsors will probably snap 
out of it and give as much consid- 
eration to the writer as to the star 
or the salesman, 

Pictures and legit both spend 
more money for writers and scripts 
than radio. Even vaudeville—when 
it was using special material to an 
appreciable extent—paid more than 
radio to its writers. 

2% to Writers Top? 

In radio its a high percentage when 
2% of a program appropriation goes 
for the writing. Usually it’s around 





Writers’ By-Line 


Rule against giving credits 
to writers over the air has 
been lifted by NBC. Under the 
new policy the network re- 
serves the right to delete the 
credit line if it doesn’t deem 
the script worthy of writer 
mention. By-line privilege ap- 
plies to both sustaining and 
commercial programs. 

Web had previously objected 
to the by-line angle on the 
ground that the thing might 
eventually place radio in the 
same category with the screen, 
with the opening few minutes 
devoted to mentioning every- 
one concerned with the pro- 
gram. It is anticipated that 
Columbia will fall in line with 
the new NEC ruling. 











114%. Motion picture biz allots 
anywhere from 10 to 15% of a film’s 
budget to the writing end, this goes 
for book, play or the original story, 
adaptation and screen play. It’s in 
legit, however, where the individual 
writer gets the biggest percentage, 
from 7%% to as high as 12%% of 
a play’s gross. In those cases where 
a show is a standout hit, the play- 
wright sometimes gets many times 
over the cost of production in 
royalties, besides 50% of those 
usually high picture rights. 

In the pioneer days of the film 
business, little was paid for ma- 
terial. Usually the directors were 
also the writers, carrying the story 
on their cuffs with this especially 
true of the comedies in those days. 
Whatever scripters were in the pic- 
ture business in those days were 
there primarily to write the titles, 
this being done after the pictures 
were shot. 


Radio, however, from the very 
day it discarded its diapers has 
been paying for material and 
writers, but, in comparison to the 
cost of the programs and talent, 
paid and is paying very little. Ex- 


ample of one sponsor who appro- 
priated $1,000,000 for a 26-week 
program just started, with but 
1%% of this rpent for material, 1s 
a common one. 

These statements are not ma- 
terlally affected by such high 





galaried individual writers as Harry 








A Big Razoo Slipped Windy 
Sponsor Reading Own Plugs: 


dnd WCBM 


4 





Jolson on Shell Show 


Al Jolson returns to the air on 
Saturday, April 6, on the new Shell 
program, Program will run an 
hour with Jolson as m.c. 

Shell Eastern, Shell Oil and Shell 
Petroleum have combined on the 
sponsorship of this program, Will 
broadcast from Hollywood. 


NBC Claims 41 


Signatures but 
Won't Name Them 


NBC claims that it has obtained 
signatures to the new network con- 
tract from 41 stations, which leaves 
34 stations to go. Web refuses to 
disclose the list of signators on the 
ground that the recalcitrant allies 
might take advantage of the info 
and get together on an anti-signing 
pact. 

It is understood that among the 
spots that are determinedly holding 
out against signaturing the NBC 
contract as it stands are stations in 
St. Louis, Detroit, Cincinnati, Mil- 
waukee, Hartford and Boston, with 
the NBC associates in the latter two 
towns, WTIC and WEEI, respective- 
ly, having pledged themselves to 
stick together and approve nothing 
that isn’t mutually amenable. 











Roxy may be extended by Fletch- 
er’s Castoria beyond his present 
termer, Which expires May 4. 





Conn, who writes Jack Benny’s ma- 


terial. Conn gets $1,200 a week but 
is considered worth it in view of 
Benny’s top rating. Handful of 


writers like David Friedman, Billy 
K. Welis have gotten big fees for 
material. Generally from’ head- 
liners personally rather than from 
the production budget proper. Bob 
Andrews, a one-man literary fac- 
tory, got $900 a week a couple of 
years ago turning out dozens of 
scripts weekly, mosily pabulum for 
kid programs. Basic rate of com- 
pensation per script was low. An- 
drews’ ability to keep half a dozen 
serials going simultaenously and his 
day laborer approach to writing al- 
lowed him to hit the big coin 
bracket on sheer mass production. 

Radio probably has learned that 
the wholesaler is not dependable. 
Specialists who write to fit the 
measurements and personalities of 
a program are now needed. In that 
direction is the recent acquisition 
by Benton and Bowles of Otto Har- 
bach, During the past season there 
have of course been several notable 
examples of calling in writers of 
prestige such as Howard Dietz, 
Courtney Ryley Cooper, etc., to per- 
form special jobs. But this is far 
from typical. Radio has tradition- 
ally considered royalty as ending 
at the microphone. 

When and if radio ponies up with 
better grade of 


some mazuma a 
literary skill will be attracted. Still 
another change that may first be 


according to informed 
opinion, is treating authors with 
more respect. Reputable writers 
will resent and refuse to counten- 
ance meddlesome office boys in ad- 
vertising agencies, 

Staleness of radio writing, paucity 
of ideas, the present ‘from hunger’ 
flocking to the tawdry amateur pro- 
grams may all be blamed on radio's 
willingness to string along with 
hack writers who may know the 
vocabulary of advertising circles, 
but lack two fundamentals of au- 
thorship—imagination and _ crafts- 


manship 


necessary, 


Audience Outburst 


Baltimore, March 12. 

Weekly ‘amateur night’ sponsored 
over WCBM by Moses Kahn Co., lo- 
cal clothiers, which about a month 
ago was turned into pandemonium 
when a horde of students cornered 
majority of the 500 ducats, had a 
second audience outburst last week 
but for a different reason. 

Jerome Kahn, scion of the house 
sponsoring the periods, has lately 
taken to reading the commercial 
copy on programs. Each week he 
has been lengthening the plugs, and 
has now begun to plug a relative’s 
store as well. Station didn’t object 
to the other plug or the ever longer 
plug insertions on the half-hour 
shot. But, judging last week’s epi- 
sode, it seems that the audience 
did object—and rather unmistak- 
ably and strenuously. 

When the half-way mark was 
reached on the program, Kahn 
started rattling off the copy, dur- 
ing reading of which, audience 
(about 500) evinced marked rest- 
lessness. Kahn grimaced at ’em 
and several times signaled for quiet. 
Audienced didn’t precisely obey his 
gestures, 

The Bronx Salute 


At program’s conclusion, Kahn 
once more marched to mike, this 
time prefacing his commercial copy 
by directing a few choice remarks 
at mob, in essence, dressing ‘em 
down for their noise, and admonishe- 
ing that if they couldn’t behave 
better, they shouldn’t come. That 
served as a torch; the crowd burst 
forth with a monstrous boo, pierced 
by a few fancy epithets from the 
more irked members of the audi- 
ence. Kahn kept yelling back at 
mob, and the net result was that 
the ending of the program went out 
over the ether a jumble of noises, 
No copy was read, no announce- 
ments were made, no explanation. 
In fact, the winners of the amateurs’ 
hearings were not even divulged 
either to mob present at show, nor 
over air. Awards were made day 
after, 

That makes two audiences out- 
bursts in a month chalked against 
this particular program, After mulle 
ing matter with WCBM, Kahn has 
decided to henceforth hold the pro- 
grams in a closed studio at station, 
with not more than a score of per- 


sons admitted. 
‘ 


AYER MAY SHIP 
MAN ABROAD 


N. W. Ayer is scouting around for 
a radio expert to take charge of its 
European’ broadcasting business, 
Man would operate through the 
agency’s London office. 

J. Walter Thompson several 
months ago sent over Gordon 
Thompson, of the New York office’s 
radio staff, to make a survey of the 
European air commercial situation 
and get the London branch started 
in broadcasting. After establishing 
one program on Radio Luxembourg 
Thompson returned to his local job, 


Eno’s New Show 


Eno Salts is not renewing for 
Mark Hellinger. Columnist’s Wed- 
nesday night program on NBC will 
be replaced with an entirely new 
talent setup when his present 13- 
week contract expires March 27. 

Same product's crime dramas will 

















stay on the web through the sum- 
mer. 

New Eno show, which = starts 
April 3, will consist of Hal Kemp’s 
orchestra, Sam Hearn and Peggy 
Bernier Flynn, Hearn and Miss 
Flynn are holdovers. 
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~ RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


(Stunts, Tie-Ups, Program Novelties) 








Outstanding Stunts 


Hockey Tickets for Beer Caps 
WJBK, DETROIT 








Hockey Tickets Get 'Em 


Detroit. 
Schmidt's beer using a ‘free 
ticket’ offer over WJBK brought a 


tremendous response. Deal called 
for 12 beer-bottle caps for one ticket 
to local hockey games. Tickets were 
for home games of Detroit Olympics. 
So great were the demands for 
tickets that announcements had to 
be made to reduce the free give- 
outs. Clyde E. Britton, who han- 
dled, states that over half a million 
caps have been received to date. 

Announcement of free tickets was 
made co-incident with the broad- 
casts emanating from Olympia, 
home of the Olympics. 





Radio Letter Box 
Birmingham. 

Taking a hint from the editorial 
page of the daily newspapers which 
have a letter box WSGN has insti- 
tuted a period at 2:30 p.m. each 
Tuesday which has been dubbed the 
‘Mail Box.’ During this time letters 
are read from listeners on just about 
every subject imaginable. 

Some of them praise the station 
while others criticize but they are 
all read. 





Tailor-Made Copy 
New York City. 

Empire Gold, a sponsor that 
habitually varies the commercial 
copy to take advantage of all topi- 
cal developments, used smart slant 
for its Sunday (10) program. Copy 
is reproduced for what it suggests 
in the strategy of radio showman- 
ship. Verbatim copy follows: 

Announcer: Ladies and gentle- 
men, speaking for the Empire Gold 
Company, I want to say that the 
sponsors of this program have asked 
me to omit their regular commercial 
announcement at this time so that 
they can particularly welcome those 
who are listening to WOR for the 
first Sunday afternoon. Starting 
March 4 the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion authorized WOR to increase its 
power from 5,000 to 50,000 watts. 
That means from now on, many 
hundreds of thousands of peo- 
ple will be able to hear the pro- 
grams of this station, which we of 
Empire Gold consider as fine a sta- 
tion as is on the air. We have made 
50 many friends and customers 
through our broadcasting on this 
station that we are glad to take this 
opportunity to pay tribute to the 
excellence of its programs and the 
fine men who run it. You who are 
new to this audience will soon learn 
to dial your radio to 710 kilocycles 
where you will find dozens of pro- 
grams that will interest you. You 
will hear Uncle Don, who is so pop- 
ular with the children; Arthur 
Tracy, the Street Singer; the Trans 
Radio Press, Martha Deane and Al- 
fred McCann, favorites of the 
housewife, etc., and numerous other 
features that we don’t have time to 
mention, and now, ladies and gen- 
tlemen, the Empire Gold Company 
goes on with its little show present- 
ing, etc., ete. 


Musie. 
Announcer: An Associated Press 
news dispatch from Washington, 


published in three New York pa- 
pers this week, reminds us once 
again that the biggest gold strike 
in 1934 was in the old trinket boxes 
where Americans keep family valu- 
ables. The dispatch goes on to men- 
tion the Empire Gold Buying Serv- 
ice in the Empire State Building 
and tells of the many odd objects 
that New Yorkers turn from. 


Dept. Store Style Service 
New York City. 

World Broadcasting’s Tobelogue 
style service, just recorded a few 
weeks, ago, has been purchased by 
12 department stores scattered over 
the country. Series covers fashions 
at the opera, night clubs and other 
social spots. A direct merchandizing 
plan ties up with the various models 
as discussed in the disks. 

Concerns and stations who signed 
for the 14 programs are: Fox & Co., 
WTIC, Hartford; Brigham Com- 
pany, WMAS, Springfield, Mass.; 
Forman Company, WHEC, Roches- 
ter; Thalheimer Bros., WRVA, 
Richmond; Loveman, Joseph & 
Loeb, Inc., WAPI, Birmingham; 
Maison Blanche, WSMB, New Or- 
leans: Pogue’s, WCKY, Columbus; 
Rike-Kumler Company, WSMK, 
Dayton; Wasson’s, WKBF, Indian- 
apolis; Field-Schlick, Ine., KSTP, 
St. Paul; the Emporium, KLX, San 
Francisco, and the Union Company, 
WBNS, Columbus. 





Children Ignore Statistics 
Toronto. 
With increasing number of auto- 
mobile fatalities, the government 
plans to launch a six-a-week series 
of radio programs embodying safety 
education of children. Sponsor is 
the Department of Highways, with 
Fred Kantell, known to thousands 


of kid listeners as ‘Uncle Bob,’ di- 
recting. 

Difficult task to interest children 
in the safety problem. They find it 
uninteresting, are not impressed 
with statistics, and are inclined to 
forget instructions once they are 
free of the school and home dis- 
cipline. Present radio plan is for 
‘Uncle Bob’ to teach them songs 
over the air which will warn the 
listeners to look to right and left 
before crossing a street. Then he 
will visit the primary schools to see 
if the youngsters know the songs, 
and will supervise the mass war- 
bling. Meeting ‘Uncle Bob’ in per- 
son will add further incentive and 
fix the instructions, it is felt. 





WMCA’s Cocktail Contest 

New York City. 
Free drinks are assured at 
WMCA’'s cocktail contest, slated for 
testing on March 15 at Jack Demp- 
sey’s restaurant. Eddie Dowling. 
president of the League for Better 
Drinks, to preside, and several stage 
celebs are down to judge. New con- 
coctions will be the order of the day. 
A. L. Alexander is to handle the 
tasty broadcast. Mrs. Courtlandt 
Van Horn and Marian Collins, who 
commentate about sundry items 
over the station, to assist with the 
pouring chores. Actual mixing will 
be done by several hotel bartenders. 
Airing for the trick gurgle hour 
is at 3:30 EST. 


Hillbillies Mess Up Air 
Charlotte, N. C. 
WLBT seems serious in its deter- 
mination to hold hillbilly stuff to 
the present quota of one and a half 
hours daily. Station is reported re- 
jecting offers for time from several 
sponsors who were mountain music 
minded. Station reputedly managed 
to divert all but one of prospects 
to other types of entertainment. 
Idea at WBT is that hillbillies 
may be okay for selling stomach 
pumps, but they mess up the air 
and speckle the prestige of the sta- 
tion. 
Moreover, the people of Charlotte 
are a bit sensitive about hillbillies 
and like to dissociate themselves 
culturally from the Tobacco Road 
mob. 
News Set to Music 
Cleveland. 
‘Who's News Today?’ is title of 
novel topical stunt by Al and Pete 
over WGAR. Team revamps lyrics 
every day for 1:30 to 2:30 program, 
to include names of 10 celebrities 
most prominent in day's headlines. 
Flash of news or gossip is tied up 
with names of biggies, making them 
something like news-tunes, 


Hazardous Chore 
New York City. 

A typical Times Square crowd 
mobbed A, L, Alexander, WMCA 
announcer, on Sunday night (10) 
in front of the Hotel Astor. Riot 
squad had to come to the rescue. 
As soon as Alexander began sorting 
pedestrians out for first-hand prat- 
tle, there was a rush and his glasses 
were knocked off and crushed. Mi- 
crophone equipment was also dam- 
aged in the melee. 

Station then filled in with piano- 
logs. Program started at 6:45 and 
Was over in two minutes’ time. Next 
week, announcer plans a more se- 
cluded nook for his man-on-the- 
street stunt. 

CBS Artists Portfolio 
New York City. 

Columbia Broadcasting System 
will issue its artists’ portfolio this 
week. It is loose-leaf in construc- 
tion with plenty of room for in- 
sertions. Besides considerable art 
work, detailed information is given 
on all entertainment booked by the 
artists’ bureau. Night spots which 
are covered by CBS names and 
other matter included in the copy. 

Advertisers, clients, press, etc., 
will receive copies. 





Guessing the Band 
Lancaster, Pa. 
An effective system of putting 
over a transcription program with 


plenty of spots scattered through 
it has been developed by WKJC 
here in its ‘Uninvited Guest’ pro- 
gram. 


‘Guest’ plays recordings of same 
tune by different bands as the fea- 
ture of the program and passes out 
theatre tickets to listeners who can 
name correctly the bands involved. 


Literary Programs 
Lancaster, Pa. 

Currently WKJC is using Miss 
Margaret Critchfield, librarian of 
the public library and Dr. Darrell 
Larsen, College public speaking and 
dramatic department head to do a 
weekly chat on books called ‘Readin’ 
and Ritin’.’ Pair talk about author 
as well as the book and compare 
it with related works in the field 
and other works from the same pen. 

WGAL, using much the same idea 
in a single handled by Paul Roden- 
hauser, station scripter, is contem- 
plating switching to a short drama- 
tization of the book in question a 
la ‘March of Time.’ 

In serious subjects, dealing with 





economic, scientific or psychological 


subjects, a build up on the problem 
leading to the book is to be drama- 
tized by station players with the 
book being declared the answer to 
it all as the players end their bit. 
Reviewer will then do his stuff. 





For Parents 


Duluth. 
Of appeal to mothers of small 
children—and uncles, aunts and 


grandparents, too—is WEBC’'s new 
College of Air series, conducted by 
Superior State Teachers’ College. 
Course is one in story-telling and 
child literature. Taught by Blanche 
lL. Barse, supervisor of the primary 
kindergarten department, stint is 
broadcast direct from the class- 
room. 

Practically a laboratory course. 

Each student is assigned a 15-min- 
ute period of story-telling, followed 
by constructive criticism from the 
teacher and other students. 
Persons who wonder what their 
children should read are urged to 
write for a free list of books suit- 
able for kiddies. All books on the 
list are available at public libraries. 
Time of airing is good for women 
listen-inners, 1:45-2:15 p.m., twice 
weekly. Education as served up by 
this series is proving tremendously 
palatable, judging from the posi- 
marks it’s pulling. 





Sponsor Fanfare 

Vancouver. 
CKCD's novel fanfare introduc- 
tion for the new Tuesday program, 
At Peace with the World, has 
caused considerable comment 
throughout the Pacific northwest. 
It is a combination of vocal and 
vibraphone, Three announcers 
standing at various distances 
from the microphone announcing a 
letter simultaneously, spell out the 
name of the sponsor, creating an 
unusual effect as it blends into the 
theme song, ‘At Peace with the 
World.’ 

Program uses the musical Calan- 
gis Family, playing stringed instru- 
ments. Just ag successful as the 
introduction on the first program 
was the solo by George Calanzgis. 


Home Pride Playhouse 

Bridgeport. 
‘Home Pride Playhouse,’ commer- 
cial offshoot of sustaining ‘Open 
House’ amateur-studio and guestar 
revue launched five weeks ago, pre- 
miered Sunday (10) in 1,600-capa- 
city auditorium of Central High 
school by WICC and baker-spon- 
sors, Borck & Stevens. 

Air hour, beginning at 10 p. m., 
preceded by hour and a half of pub- 
lic auditions of amateurs. Admis- 
sion to opening show was first come, 
first served, but from now on tickets 
will be distributed through patron's 
retail outlets. 

M.C.’ing revue is Joseph Lopez, 
with George Bowe, James Milne and 
Judson La Haye of station staff 
stooging. Amateur presentation aug- 
mented by studio talent. 

‘Playhouse’ radio portion of Borck 
& Stevens campaigh to put over 
new vitamin product. 





Program Contrasts 
Cincinnati. 

WSAI, whispering baby brother 
of Crosley’s super WLW, is going 
to extremes to establish novelty 
sustainers. 

New Saturday show of station 
offers half hour of Negro amateurs, 
remoted from the Cotton Club, 
burg’s only black and tan nitery. 
Ghastly reverse of that program is 
piping of hearings of coroner's in- 
quests on auto fatalities in attempt 
by muny and county officials to 
curb traffic accidents. 

Morning traffic court airings and 
quarter-hour afternoon talks on 
crime prevention by chief of Cincy 
detectives, Emmett Kirgan, from 
his office, also are handled by 
WSAL 


Measles Alters Script 
Duluth, 

Unreckoned-with adventure of 
Buddy and Ginger, on the program 
of that name airing daily over 
WCCO, happened when an hour be- 
fore stint was to go on word came 
to the studio that Buddy (Stephen 
Rauch) had come down with an at- 
tack of measles and would be un- 
able to appear. 

Script, which had the kids pre- 
paring for a trip, was entirely re- 
written in an hour. Neat job, with 
no mention made of Buddy's 
measles and no immediate explana- 
tion of his absence. 


Window Plugs 
Chicago. 

WGN, Chicago Tribune station, 
tied in with Walgreen’s drugstores 
in a two-way plug on the cam- 
paign on the chain drugstores to 
boost the sales of its Aetna radios. 

Walgreen’s devoted 50 full win- 
dows throughout its chain to the 
radios with the windows also car- 
rying large pictures of WGN and 
Mutual system headliners: Quin 
Ryan, Arthur Tracy, Singing Sam, 
Bob Elson, Ted Weems, Jan Garber 
and Wayne King. 


Catalog of Contests 


Baltimore. 
WFBR has weekly pamphlet 
which lists all the contests and gift 
offers the station is carrying, both 
national chain and local. Copy of 
pamphlet sent out to all on mailing 





list, together with note in each en- 
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Local radio stations are divided into three classes by the Musicians 
| Union, Local 802, which is the NY body. Class A consists of the network 
stations WEAF, WJZ, WABC and WOR. These stations have a staff of 
musicians (housemen). Class B consists of WMCA, WINS, WNEwW, 
which independent outlets also employ staff of musicians but at a lower 
wage scale, Class C are stations like WHN which employ no staff of 
musicians. Likewise on the charge per remote pickup broadcast the 
Class A outlets cost $3 per man, Class B $2, and Class C $1. Which 
explains why some of the smaller stations can still feed dance tunes to 
dialers, many a spot will pay the $1 charge but not the $3. Meantime 
the Class B outlets are grumbling. Claim that networks can pickup out- 
of-town bands which they cannot; smaller stations have band tunes as 
explained above; while they have to play records or sign off since they 
can't afford to keep the house staff working overtime. ; 


Oomba Boys Hoard Tricks? 

Irving Aaronson, now at the Paradise, was auditioning musicians 
preparatory to his opening. A call was issued for bass players. About 
20 of the boys were called, and thanks to an error, the entire batch 
showed at the same time. Aaronson listened and was amazed at the 
lack of talent until he was enlightened. It seems that bass players have 
their own individual tricks and will not show them in front of the other 
boys. Okay for a competitor to watch while on the job, but no dice at an 
audition, 

CBS Visitors in N. Y. 

James C, Hanrahan, general manager of KRNT, which gives CBS its 
first basic station in the Des Moines area starting March 17. Other 
visitors included Harry Butcher, general manager of WJSV in Washing- 
ton; Archie Shawd, sales manager of CKLW at Detroit-Windsor, and 
Sam Cook, owner of WFBL in Syracuse, N. Y. 





Short Shots 

Katherine Seymour of the NBC continuity dept has resigned after 914 
years of service...The Linit-Phil Spitalny girl band show will shift from 
Thursdays to Tuesdays at 9:30 on April 9...Connie Gates replaced Gladys 
Baxter as fem soloist on the ‘Outdoor Girl Beauty Parade’ on CBS... 
NBC is loosening up on its song plugger restrictions. The tune-sellers 
are now admitted to the studios during daylight, but comes dusk and 
they are banished to the lobby downstairs...Ethel Barrymore, Jack 
Dempsey and Hannah (Mrs. Dempsey) Williams have been booked for 
the Ben Bernie broadcasts. Brother Herman is handling the bookings 
for Ben...When Palmolive recently repeated ‘The Rogue Song’ operetta 
ex-musical-director-for-Palmolive Nat Shilkret refused to let them use 
his orchestrations...Jack Fulton is keeping to his broadcasting schedule 
despite a heavy cold, Jack claims he is going to open a clothing shop on 
Fifth avenue...The Do-Re-Mi Trio lost their mother, Mrs. Ross, last 
week...Tony Stanford had to draw chalklines on the studio floor for use 
of Jane Cowl in ‘Lilac Time’ for Lux. To complicate matters Miss Cowl 
kept forgetting her glasses...A. L. Alexander, WMCA chief announcer, 
is up to his name-changing stunt again. This time he switched an- 
nouncer Leslie Marcus to Leslie Marshall, 





Scrambled Notes 

CBS will air on the Kate Smith show a scene of ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ directly from the stage of the Playhouse theatre taken while the 
regular Wednesday matinee is being performed...St. John Terrell of 
various Bway shows has been added to the cast of ‘The Shadow’... 
Ann, Kath’rine and Calliope are now doing commercial on WMCA... 
Don Bestor of the Jack Benny shows auditions for an insurance company 
and a cosmetic maker this week...George Givot is now a regular part of 
the Block and Sully show. B&S recently hied themselves to the Central 
Park Zoo where they posed with a batch of monkeys...Vi Bradley birth- 
dayed on Sunday...Peggy Bernier Flynn has been signed for a series of 
Warner Bros. shorts. (But the Bklyn studios have been closed?)... 
Mildred Munson has joined the Modern Choir as soprano goloist. She 
will sing with the group on their Friday and Sunday eve commercials 
and with the Roy Campbell Swanee Singers on Sunday afternoons. 





Stand By 

Peg LaCentra and Bob Lawrence have been okayed and set as the 
permanent talent on the Radio City Party for RCA on Sateves...Benton 
& Bowles renewed Francia White effective to June...David Freedman 
auditioned a ‘new idea’ script at NBC utilizing the Jack Denny ork and 
Srnest Truex...Jimmy Saphier handling the Harry Salter ork...Jack 
Shilkret of CBS has added Charley Magnate, Ben Posner and Abe Brod- 
kin to his ork...Enoch Light's press agent claims he is set to play the 
Legion of Honor ball in Paris, France...Abe Lyman to return to Calif 
via a tour of one nighters...Leon Belasco ork to leave the Casino de 
Paree in two weeks...Jack Berger now has eight bands playing under 
his name...Bob Grant will be 31 years old on Thursday (14), and his 
band is partying him at the Miami Beach and Tennis Club that night 
...Phil Spitalny’s sponsor (Linit) is conducting a house-to-house poll in 
25 cities to discover what time the woman favor for listening-in... 
George Bijur of CBS is son-in-law of Roxy...Thomas Reilly is new 
NBC production man. Has been new for past three weeks...Parkyakakas 
started as ad solicitor for the Boston American at $30 per in 1923. 





is the first time for listeners to de- 
liberate on true cases. 
Names, places and dates will be 


velope advising recipient to tell 
friends that if they’re interested in 
being given same service by sta- 














tion, send along their tags and ad- 
dresses. 

Brochure lists contests and give- 
away chances in alphabetical order, 
together with name of program, 
sponsor, status and complete facts 
and statistics of contest. Current 
week finds 23 separate programs 
offering either a contest or some- 
thing for nothing. Has been dis- 
covered that even the most blood- 
hounding of contest followers 
usually are unaware of something 
up and running, so idea station has 
conceived is turning out pretty 
nice, to judge listeners’ letters of 
comment. 


WDEV’s Special Permit 
Waterbury, Vt. 

WDEV went on the air nights for 
the first time, obtaining a special 
permit, to broadcast the delibera- 
tions in the Vermont Legislature on 
the Green Mountain Parkway pro- 
gram, 

Urged daytime Hsteners to wire 
friends within a 500-mile radius 
that the station could be heard at 
that distance after dark. 





Dramatize Court Trials 
New York. 
, WBNX, Bronx, {s to dramatize 
New York Criminal court irials with 
Gifford Lash scripting. Radio audi- 


ence ig to act as the jury. This is 
i} 3B4} UB] T3940 ‘MoM ATIBeXe jou 








fictitious, but the continuity will be 


an actual transcript of the court 
record. Sort of a guess-this-one 
idea. 


Radio Takes a Bow 
Dallas. 
Centennial exposition corporation 
used city’s radio stations, WRR, 
KRLD, and WFAA, as well as news- 
paper ads, to promote opening of 
bond issue sale. Result first two 
days: $1,309,800 in pledges. 


Theatre-Sponsor Tie-Up 
Providence. 

Four downtown theatres are bene- 
fiting through a new commercial 
broadcast over station WEAN. Pro- 
gram worked up by Frank Dodge, 
local advertising man. Sold idea to 
Brownell and Field, manufacturers 
of Autocrat Coffee. Dodge dispenses 
film chatter prepared from press 
books supplied by theatres on bills 
booked for following week. 

Radio audience is asked to write 
essays on pictures talked about, and 
winners receive free ducats. 





Campus News 
Dallas. 

University of Texas on SBS net 
twice weekly from KNOW, Austin, 
with Walter Cronkite broadcasting 
campus news. Oklahoma City univ. 
also on SKS through KOMA, Okla- 
homa, City, 
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Reporters Classed 
In WEBR’s 


Baltimore, March 12. 

WFBR has adopted elaborate pre- 
cautions since the Transradio wire 
has been run into its quarters. Tele- 
type is located on eighth floor of 
Chesapeake Bank Bldg. A_ local 
newspaperman, Skip Gordon, has 
been acquired to handle the details 
—rewriting news coming in and 
ghaping up stuff locally procured. 
Strict order effective this week 
keeps all persons connected in any 
way with any publication of any 
sort off the eighth floor of building 
unless permissioned and escorted by 
an exec of station. 

Fact that all the _ studios of 
WFBR are on eighth floor also 
makes for peculiar situash. One step 
off elevator and everybody is scru- 
tinized and must sign a sheet of 
paper, declaring presence in place 
and purpose. That even goes for 
people working for the station. In- 
cluding Gordon working on Trans- 
radio apparatus. 

Precautions are prompted by sta- 
tion’s desire to keep from squab- 
bling with U.P., A.P. and local 
dailies over sources of news. Doesn't 
want to let anyone cop any of their 
stories on which they sometimes get 
priority. Latter consideration has 
given rise to the official order that 
bans all publications of any sort 
from the entire eighth floor. Scope 
of that ban exemplified last Satur- 
day when the director of station, 
showing off the space to a visitor, 
happened upon an old copy of the 
Satevepost on the floor where some 
announcer had discarded it. Direck 
cautioned all hands upon matter and 
when told that the mag carried no 
news, nevertheless ruled that hence- 
forth not even mags were to be 
brought up to the eighth floor. 


B&K Talent Lukewarm 
To Free Broadcasts; 


Theatre-WEN Deal Off 


Chicago, March 12. 

All vestiges of tie-in between 
WGN, Chicago Tribune station, and 
the Balaban & Katz theatres have 
gone up in smoke. For _ several 
months WGN has been carrying a 
‘Chicago Theatre of the Air’ show 
in a tie-in with the vaudeville 
talent at the Chicago and Oriental 
loop theatres of the B&K circuit. 
It was formerly carried direct from 
the stage of the Chicago every 
Tuesday for 30 minutes at 9:30 p.m. 

But this stunt was yanked when 
Jack Benny inserted some plugs for 
the Herald-and-Examiner, rival 
morning rag. This frightened both 
WGN and B&K and they called 
off the from-the-stage broadcast on 
Tuesdays and substituted a studio 
show every Saturday night with 
B&K talent. That was okay until 
the talent started walking out on 
their promises to B&K to appear on 
the show. 

Two weeks ago all the dailies and 
especially the Chicago Tribune car- 
ried splurges that the show would 
be led by Ethel Shutta. At the last 
minute Ethel Shutta bowed out. 
And last week the same thing hap- 
pened to Pinky Tomlin at the Ori- 
ental. 

WGN hit the ceiling and the tie- 
up is off. 








Baldwin in Bathrobe 
win in Bathrob 
Washington, March 12. 

James W. Baldwin, broadcast 
code authority executive officer and 
former Radio Commission secretary, 
has been laid up at home for two 
weeks suffering from combination 
of sniffles and over-work. 

Rest period probably will 
tinue through this week. 
while, only routine business being 
done by code headquarters. 


con- 
Mean- 


WFBR’s First Dividend 
Baltimore, Maren 12. 
WFEBR has declared a full year’s 
dividend which will be paid to 
stockholders next Friday (15). It 
is the first dividend the station has 
ever paid. 


According to station’s statement 


as The Enemy 


- 





Irish Tenors 
Boston, March 12. 

Italian Amateur hour on its 
second broadcast over WAAB 
was renamed the Prince Ma- 
caroni International Amateur 
Broadcast. 

Sponsor and station found 
out that strictly Italian slant 
was wrong. Amateur shows 
in Boston have to make al- 
lowances for ‘When Irish Eyes 
Are Smiling.’ 


TORM NIPPED 
PRESS THANKS 
RADIO 














St. Paul, March 12. 

With a glacial storm sweeping 
down from the north and demolish- 
ing all means of communication be- 
tween Duluth-Superior and Minne- 
apolis-St. Paul last week, radio 
kicked in with the greatest ‘rescue 
act’ ever seen hereabouts. And 
with newspapers completely out of 
luck for world news, radio, fully 
cognizant of treatment usually ac- 
corded it by the press, turned the 
other cheek and_ delivered’ the 
goods. 

With telephone, telegraph and light 
and power lines out of commission, 
and with WEBC (Duluth-Superior 
NBC affiliate) operating on an 
auxiliary transmitter with only lim- 
ited power, WCCO (Minneapolis- 
St. Paul Columbia outlet) served 


WEBC all day Tuesday (5) in 
transmitting news bulletins, dis- 


tress calls and emergency mes- 
sages for power and communica- 
tions company officials. 

Without radio’s intervention and 
help all newspapers in the Duluth 
area would have had to carry only 
local news, since for the first time 
in history both the U.P. and A.P. 
lines were completely disabled. 

A frantic call from M. P. Thigpen 
of the State Board of Health at Du- 
luth: ‘Attention, WCCO. This is 
WEBC. Notify Dr. O. McDaniels of 
the University campus in Minne- 
apolis to send two 5,000 units and 
two 10,000 units of diphtheria anti- 
toxin to Dr. J. Gendron, Grand Rap- 
ids, Minn. Please acknowledge. 
WCCO,” was a typical appeal sent 
over the ether in behalf of public 
service. Soon the message flashed 
back from WCCO that Dr. McDan- 
iels had sent the anti-toxin on its 
way. 

WEBC was unable to join NBC, 
and instead of the usual chain pro- 
grams, road information, warnings 
as to live wires on the ground un- 
der the weight of sleet, and distress 
calls were frequent as the strange 
and dramatic conversation between 
WEBC and WCCO came over the 
loudspeakers throughout the day. 

WCCO shot A. P. bulletins to 
WEBC, where two stenos took them 
down in shorthand. These notes, 
world’s headline news for the day, 
were then delivered to the local 
newspapers. 

First to go on the air locally try- 
ing to make amateur contacts was 
KSTP, with Ken Hance, asst. mger., 
broadcasting an appeal to St. Paul 
amateur radio operators to try to 
contact Duluth-Superior amateur 
Stan Hubbard, KSTP gen. mer. 
with Elbert Asch, station engineer 
worked with Les Grube, St. Paul, 
whose call letters, W9LEX, were 
soon picked up by Milt Malloy 
WSGRH, Duluth, and a fine contact 
which was) continued 
throushout the day. 

Newspapers generally accorded 
unstinted praise to radio’s splendid 
efforts and assistance. Without ra- 
dio all the papers in the Duluth 
1rea would have been sunk for the 
day. St. Paul and Minneapolis rag 
also did right by their ‘little knel}, 


+ 


giving radio the best and most un- 


established 


months. 





Voice of Panama, Central Ameri- | 


is off the air tem- 


for fiscal year '34, a sock of irplus | 
coin was set aside for a dividend 
This is being used and counted as 


@ pickup from final nine months of 
last year. Extra dough added 
represents the tirst quarter of ‘30. 


Tearing gana: 


can radio statior 

porarily. New equipment wh 
| been purchased in New York is to 
be installed shortly. 


ch has 


Teletype Romance 


selffish break it’s had hereabouts in| 


Supreme Court to Hear 
Case Involving City’s 
Right to Tax Radio 


Washington, March 12. 

Test of the right of state and city 
governments to impose license 
taxes on broadcasting stations was 
assured Monday (11) when Su- 
preme Court agreed to review le- 
gal tilt between Oglethorpe Univer- 
sity and City of Atlanta over va- 
lidity of a local Hcensing ordinance. 

Noting that ‘probable jurisdic- 
tion’ existed, final tribunal granted 
college’s appeal for writ of certi- 
orari and prepared to consider the 
contention that the city ordinance 
was an invasion of Federal regu- 
latory fields. Institution claimed 
that license fee was a restraint and 
burden on interstate commerce and 
argued that since the station oper- 
ated under a license from the Fed- 
eral Government it was free from 
state or municipal regulation or 
taxation. 

Georgia Supreme court held that 
the city regulation was not repug- 
nant to the Federal Constitution 
and upheld power of city fathers to 
sock Oglethorpe $300 annually for 
right to operate. Ordinance re- 
quired every person, firm or corpor- 
ation engaged in any business, 
trade or occupation in the city to 
register and obtain a license. 

Arguing that city invaded Fed- 
eral jurisdiction, university cited 
prior decisions of Supreme Court 
on interstate nature of broadcast- 
ing, including WBT case when tri- 
bunal said no state lines divide ra- 
dio waves and similar cases affect- 
ing telegraph companies. 


Peggy Joyce on WOR 





Peggy Hopkins Joyce may air over 
WOR as a fashion commentator 
Sunday, March 24, at 5:30 p.m. for 
the Sally Fur Studio program which 
is moving over from WMCA, New 
York, after five years. 

Al Shayne who has been tenoring 


on the program since 1931 shifts to 
WOR. Nat Brusiloff will be the 
batoneer. 





Musician Control of Midnight 
Period Prompts Chi Stations 
To Schedule Studio Talent 


— Pe eee 


WBBM 50,000 WATTS 


Makes Fourth Chicago Station With 
Super-Power 





Chicago, March 12, 
Communications Commission last 
week okayed the request of WBBM, 
the Columbia station here, for 50,- 
000 watts, a 100% hop in power. 
Expect to be running at 50 kw. 
by April. Will make it four sta- 
tions in Chicago operating at top 
strength: WBBM, WGN, WENR 
and WLS. Latter two, however, 
share time. 





Chicago, March 12. 
Frankly afraid the Chicago Fed- 


eration of Musicians will have too 


strong a grip On its midnight pro- 
grams three Chicago stations, 
WGN, WEBM, and WENR, are tak- 
ing steps to reduce the number of 
dance music pick-ups during the 
late hours, While union strength 
in setting conditions under which 
remotes may be carried is chief 
actor in the stations’ policy other 
factors are probably of some im- 
portance. 

First, stations would like to at- 
tract late evening commercials but 
believe the cost of dance musie 

prohibitive 


sponsorship would be 
for the type of sponsor who might 


ADVERTISING 
IN S. A. 


Buenos Aires. Feb. 26. 


Radio programs in this country 
and throughout many Latin nations 
have swung from one extreme to 
another. Cluttering up of the air 
waves with extraneous ballyhoo is 
decidedly out. In place of hearing 
programs crowded with 80 to 90 
percent advertising, numerous sta- 
tions in South America now have 
set up a rule that only 10 percent of 
a 29-minute broadcast may be de- 
voted to sponsor ballying. Formerly 
the old 30-minute program was 
weighted down with 50 percent ad- 
vertising matter. 

Some stations have gone so far 
as to limit a single announcement to 
100 words in half-hour broadcasts. 





New Bloed, Capital, Ideas, Energize 
Lethargic Philadelphia Radio 





Philadelphia, March 12. 

Under a cover of smiling friend- 
ship and inter-studio exec lunch- 
eons, Philly radio is girding for the 
first real sales battle in its history. 

Past six months or. more have 
seen local studios expanding bud- 
gets, building new headquarters 
and importing expert management 
personnel. All this is regarded as 
being in preparation for a chal- 
lenge to existing leadership. All 
competition guns are being pointed 
directly at the Levy brothers, con- 
trolling WCAU and KYW, who 
have been top Philly broadcasters 
since the perking days of 1928, 

Radio here in the past, with the 
exception of some small indies, 
had been a question of department 
store publicity adjuncts rather than 
broadcasting as a business. Change 
started when Levys sold 50% inter- 
est in WIP to Gimbel Brothers 
stores last fall and garnered the op- 
eration of NBC-Westinghouse 
studio, KYW, after its move from 
Chicago, together with their own 
CBS Philly outlet, WCAU. What 
followed then was a general, but 
futile, ery of ‘monopoly’ by other 
station executives, 

Gimbel Brothers, although so con- 
tracted with Levys as to be able 
to force a re-sale after three years, 
decided to expand and regain their 
pioneer position of 1922. At the 
same time, Lit’s and Strawbridge 
and Clothier stores, dividing a 
wave with WLIT and WEI, found 
that the loss of the NBC red web 
to KYW necessitated a merger if 
they were to snare the blue web af- 
filiation. With this accomplished, 
three department store stations, 
formerly low in local listening au- 
dience, had to talk real radio or 
set off the line. It was then, ap- 
proximately last October, that ex- 
pansion started in earnest. 

Gimbel’s Slant 

Benedict Gimbel was returned as 
president of WIP and all supposed 
| Levy employees were weeded out, 
|Gimbel upping a trio of announcers 
|to exec capacities in program, pub- 
I icity and production. Plans then 








gent commercial selling. Income for 


derived 





| 





ment contracts are one-tenth of all 
the station’s 
of almost 60% 


broadcasting with 
time schedule 


shows 


began for a $100,000 new _ studio 
job, which goes into complete op- 
eration next week. In the same 
line, the resignation of Frank Lamb 
as v.p. and general manager left a 
vacancy several weeks ago which 
needed competent filling, and which 
went to Albert A. Cormier, former 
executive of WOR. Station now 
concludes that with its new studios 
and personnel it stands on a firmer 
ground than in the past ten years. 

Merger of WFI and WLIT fol- 
lowed a similar campaign. First 
move was to take Donald Withy- 
comb from NBC station relations 
as manager and followed through 
with a staff importation campaign. 


around $1,400 weekly as 


rearranged 


favorably consider midnight or 


after. 


Second, with all stations occupied 
with a steady diet of dance music 


it is felt that breaking up the sched- 


ule with studio talent is not only 
cheaper but a welcome program 
variant, It’s about the same situa- 
tion that Chicago has on summer 
afternoons with the air flooded with 
baseball and the non-fan simply 
ignored. It is argued that jazz mu- 
sic is not the first choice of the en- 
tire late listening populace. 


Union-Stations 





Fail to Agree — 


In Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, March 12. 

Negotiations between the Musl- 
cians union here and Stations WFIL 
and WIP have again snagged. Last 
week it looked as if both stations 
would put in house staff orchestras 
but now it’s cold due to a union 
contract clause which the stations 
consider a joker. Clause would pro- 
hibit stations breaking up the play- 
ing time of the musicians. 

As an alternative to a house or- 
chestra WFIL will use men when 
and as needed at the $10 per broad- 
cast union rate. WFIL is now feed- 
ing half a dozen programs to NBC. 
Music bill on this basis runs to 
against 
$1,295 for a house group. However, 
WFIL is not obligated until Aug. 31 


as would be the case with a staff 


orchestra. 


Edgar Guest as Actor 





Chicago, March 12. 
Household Finance show will be 
shortly to build up 


Then, at the same time WFIL went | Eddie Guest, the Detroit poet, who 


on the air, in January, the outfit 
began a policy of underwriting all 
studio talent. This sustaining talent 
payment, never before exercised 
here by any station, generated the 
first activity among disgruntled 
local broadcasters. 

Vith the 
major stations now placed on solid 
ground and with WFIL leading the 
pack in programming, the present 
concerted move is toward intelli- 
many of the outfits here has been 
mainly through spot an- 
nouncements, the studios giving lit- 


script 
playing a character. 
shot down to a minimum. 
foundation of Philly’s|and sponsor feel that they can get 
more out of the Guest name in that 
manner, 


now is among those present in the 
current ‘Household Musical 
ories.’ 


Mem- 


Program will be switched to a 
show primarily with Guest 
Music will be 
Agency 


Gertrude Berg Set 


Starting date on Colgate-Palm- 


tle thought to program analysis and | olive’s ‘House of Glass’ program is 


gencies in the field of qualified | « 
program merchandising. A sum- 
mary of WFIL time sales. since 


January 1 reveals that announce- |< 
new business, a drop 
over last year. 





its entire night |} 
devoted to audience 


And WDAS, with WPEN 


| 
and WRAX comprising Radio Sens | 
| 


vacated by the I 
Super-Suds is the Colgate product 


WMCA, 


ithe education of local clients and |set for Wednesday night, April 17, 


Ger-, 


ver the NBC blue network. 


trude Berge and cast will enact the 
serial which borders around a small 


‘ountry hotel idea 
Airs at 8:30 EST. in the spot then 
Cabin hour, 


And while the smaller independ-|to be plugged. Benton & Bowles, 
ent stations are reaping an an- | Ine., is handling the show 
nouncement harvest thes also, } es 
feeling the new atmosphere of 
radio here, are ;* pee Scieihe | Canaries Rested—Back 
sions of their own. WPEN, a 500- Dickie and Blue Boy, pet canaries 
watter, is the leader in visual|which |} e been resting for the 


ist year return to the airways over 
New York on a Tuesday 
nd Thursday morning broadcast. 


Rirds are radio Veterans of seve 
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JOE COOK, ROLFE ORCH. 

With Tim and Irene, Phil Duey, 
Lucy Monroe, Peg LaCentra, Lew 
Hearn 

45 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WJZ, New York 
Showmanship values on a basis of 

instalment No. 1 seemed pretty 

mixed up in the Goodrich Tire pro- 
gram. Last minute switch from 

Doc Rockwell and Ted Lewis to Joe 

Cook and B. A. Rolfe may have ac- 

complished some of the mixing 

which time can straighten out. 
Meanwhile the 45-minute program 
is mangy with commercial copy 
written into the script all the way 
through. That would be okay per- 
haps if limited to Cook and two or 


three gags, but Tim and _ Irene 
(Ryan and Noblette) were loaded 
down with a dozen puns on the 


words Good-rich or Silver-town or 
some phase of the tire construction 
represented as exclusive with Good- 
rich. 

Despite the bright interludes of 
Cook comedy and favorable impres- 
sions by cast members generally, 
the first Silvertown Circus was 
dominated by the sales copy. It 
Was repetitious, shouting, over- 
stressed. Every pause in the music 
or the gagging tended to develop a 
defensive reflex against the com- 
mercial copy that got to be ex- 
pected and dreaded. A few times 
Goodrich resisted temptation, but 
all too regularly the sales copy was 
slipped in either raw as straight 
spieling or thinly disguised with 
parsley as comedy. It was calcu- 
lated to please Goodrich dealers but, 
not listeners. 

A thread of a story.is woven in 
and out of the vaudeville bits. That 
concerns as far as developed the 
love of a circus equestrienne for the 
man on the flying trapeze, whose 
heart seemingly belongs to another. 
Phil Duey’s excellent, all-man sing- 
ing fits the trapezist perfectly. Lucy 
Monroe.from operetta stands out 
even with casual billing and limited 
opportunities with a voice of flex- 
ible timbre and easy melody. Lew 
Hearn’s odd peep-squeak style sug- 
gests possibilities for radio comedy, 
while Tim and Irene continue to re- 
skilled comedy uses of tone 
and inflection in delivery. They are 
assets to the program and it pre- 
sumably is not their fault that the 
radio advertising has been charmed 
outside the safety zone by the suc- 
cess of Jack Benny in punning Jel- 
lo every sixth line of dialog. 

Nice, lively musical support from 
B. A. Rolfe and in some respects the 
diverse elements of the script have 
been united with a fair degree of 
art. What's needed is a shift of 
emphasis away from the sales copy 
and onto the talent where it be- 
longs. Goodrich, or Ruthrauff & 
Ryan, as the case may be, has the 
cart before the horse. Land, 





MILDRED WINDELL 

With Carl Fenton Orchestra 

Irving Solkow, J. Edward Bromberg 
Variety 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WMCA, New York 


Conventional quarter hour at 8:45 
p.m. EST Thursday nights. Spon- 
sor is the Elan footease products, 
primed for strictly local distribu- 
tion through two major chain drug 
stores in New York city and other 
metropolitan drug outlets, Dr. 
Henry A. Gartner, podiatrist, spiels 
the commercial plug. 

What Mildred Windell, soprano, 
the Carl Fenton orchestra, and Irv- 
ing Solkow with his guest artist, 
J. Edward Bromberg of the ‘Awake 
and Sing’ company do, they do ade- 
quately, but without any distinc- 
tion. As result, it’s just another 
quarter hour commercial. 

Miss Windell sopranos pleasantly 
and the Fenton combo accomps in 
like manner. Solkow is heralded as 
a Broadway figure, he in turn in- 
troducing Bromberg, whose appear- 
ance may be charged off under the 
head of general exploitation on be- 
half of the show he apears in. 

Ad spiel is kept at a judicious 
limit. Abel. 


SOUTH SEA SHADOWS 

With Mitch Kaleikoa, Ramona Ger- 
hard and Bonnie Berg 

Songs, Organ, Guitar 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WCCO, St. Paul- Minneapolis 

Novelty trio highlights WCCO's 
daily Melody Matinee and gets in- 
dividual billing, as above. 

Starting as guitar and organ 
, combo, specializing on Hawaiian 
melodies, niche recently added Bon- 
nie Berg, blues singer. And while 
such an addition may sound incon- 
gruous to a South Seas melange, 
Miss Berg’s throaty contributions 
get across socko and are building 
an already popular spot into hum- 
dinger proportions. Miss Berg has 
appeared with several Twin Cities 
orks. She’s both very attractive 
and very young, and somehow both 
attributes seem to assert themselves 
through the mike. 

Kaleikoa, who wag formerly on 
KFRC, San Francisco, and appeared 
in pix with Dolores Del Rio (‘Bird 
of Paradise’), makes trips to Hawaii 
frequently to brush up on the cur- 
rent songs and patois, so that his 
strumming is supposed to McCoy. 

Airs daily, 3-3:30 p.m. 

Raschiok, 


AMELIA EARHART 
Skit 

15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 


Beech-Nut gum _ people bring 
Amelia Earhart, transoceanic flyer, 
onto the air via their 15-minute 
program for three times as guest 
star, with Miss Earhart written into 
the script for a speaking part that 
is built to appeal largely to young- 
sters and adolescents. Miss Ear- 
hart talks about herself and her 
flying on the first guest appearance, 
saying things the adolescent mind 
will get a kick out of. 

She’s on the tri-weekly Red Da- 
vis program of dramatizations of 
American family life. On Miss Ear- 
hart’s initial appearance, she’s on 
the way to a reception in her honor, 
getting lost in her car and showing 
up at the Davis house. Pa and ma 
have already gone to the banquet, 
leaving Red and his sister, Betty, 
at home. They contemplate on 


what a thrill it would be to have 
Miss Earhart walk in on them, 
when the bell rings and in she 


comes, looking for a telephone. 

She changes clothes there, mean- 
time getting drawn into a lot of 
conversation about herself. Flier 
tips that she once studied to be a 
doctor, but after once going up in 
a plane, decided that she had got- 
ten the flying bug instead. 

Script leaves an opening for Miss 
Earhart’s second performance: like 
a continued serial, the flyer leaving 
with the promise that she .would 
either return that night to talk 
more about planes, herself, etc., or, 
if unable to arrange that, she would 
meet Red and Betty somewhere the 
next day for a nice, long chat. 
Miss Earhart records nicely, of-. 
fering a voice that is both appeal- 
ing and clear. Char. 


VOICE OF LOVE 

Franklin McCormick, Eddie House 
Talk and Songs ; 
Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

WBBM, Chicago 

This show goes on WBBM at 
l.a.m., probably going on the air 
later than any other straight show, 
other than dance band, in the radio 
entertainment field. It indicates a 
trend of radio stations away from 
a straight four hours of dance 
music and an attempt to bring some 
diversification into the late evening 
periods. 

This program is of the ‘voice of 
experience’ type of show, but is 
particularly aimed at romantics and 
their love problems. Style of the 
program not only aids and abets 
romance, but also attempts. to 
smooth over the rough patches. For 
the first 15 minutes of the period 
the ‘Voice of Love’ reads some of 
the hottest poetry ever read into a 
microphone, interspersed with oc- 
ecasional popular romantic songs. 
The ‘Voice of Love’ is two persons: 
McCormick doing the talking while 
Eddie House, who plays the organ, 
also fills in by singing the various 
songs, but also supposed to be the 
same ‘Voice of Love.’ To one not 
knowing of this arrangement the 
change of v»pice tones is not ap- 
parent. 

Second 15 minutes are devoted to 
the reading of letters from heart 
problemites and the advice as de- 
livered by the ‘Voice.’ Of course, 
the introduction again states that 
he is no mystic, fortune teller, etc., 
but is versed in e ways of the 
world and will advise from the wide 
range of his experience. The ad- 
vice is the general-run of chatter 
and the problems are the same 
problems which were told 3,000 
years ago, and which are still news 
and of interest to humans. Same 
broken hearts and lonely hearts 
with their same old-as-the-hills and 
new-as-the-morning-sun worries. 

It’s a hokey and corney program. 
But it does demonstrate that some- 
thing else besides dance music can 
be the program schedule of stations 
after 10 p.m. Gold. 


TALENT DETECTIVE 
Sigmund Spaeth 

Talk, Songs, Instrumental 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WEVD, New York 

In addition to doing a tune disk 
Sigmund Spaeth now serves WEVD 
as the talent collector and m.c. for 
a Friday night amateur stanza, The 
show is conducted with the utmost 
decorum. Missing are the usual 
shananigans that mark this type of 
program. There are no bells or 
gongs rung, nor are any palookas 
brought in for laughs. Would-be 
prima donnas may crack on the 
high C’s, but Spaeth suavely dis- 
misses or minimizes the incident 
with a kindly bit of comment or 
an anecdote. 

For his initial invasion (8) of ra- 
dio’s current amateur fad Spaeth 
produced a fairly entertaining as- 
sortment of warblers, harmonica 
players and trombone soloists. One 
lad caroled a song of his own com- 
position, and Spaeth, unable to re- 
sist an exhibit of his tune tracing 
virtuosity, augmented the perform- 
ance with a mite of patter in which 
he pointed out the use of a similar 
musical pattern in a published 
ballad. 

Spaeth is inclined to make this 
half hour too much of a one-man 
show by overtalking between the 
amateur items. At times the pro- 
gram becomes depressively dull. 





Odeo, 


ALGONQUIN LUNCHEONS 
With Thomas L. Stix 
Sustaining 

15 Mins. 

WOR, New York 

Idea back of this series of broad- 
casts, skedded for 12:45 noon every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
is going to go boom quickly if han- 
dled as haphazardly as the first two 
days. Execution thus far has been 
wretched. 

Thomas L. Stix is a young man 
who knows quite a number of 
literati fairly intimately, and it oc- 
curred to him that the Algonquin 
as a rendezvous had pay dirt possi- 
bilities. So he arranged to lunch 
there on the three days in question 
with one celebrity at each lunch 
and interview said celeb over rolls 
and butter with a mike listening in. 
That's the idea. Eavesdropping on 
the famous. 

Algonquin heretofore has_ for 
years been one place in New York 
where name scribblers could regu- 
larly go for food without being 
poirtted at or bothered by auto- 
graph hounds. 

But the time of broadcast, 12:45, 
is from 380 to 45 minutes before 
most of the regulars pop in. So 
maybe the intrusion of the mike 
doesn’t matter. 

Despite which the idea may-have 
possibilities, There are generally 
enough people who have names who 
wouldn't mind some publicity. And 
there are always a lot of books 
being published with the authors 
willing and anxious for plugs while 
the books are current. 

First program had Hendrik Van 
Loon, and was okay., Van Loon and 
Stix chatted merrily and pleasantly 
about everything in the world gen- 
erally and Mr. Van Loon’s newly 
published ‘Ships’ specifically. Van 
Loon has a good sense of humor, 
and it worked out okay. : Second 
broadcast had Margaret Wycherly, 
legit actress, talking about acting 
in the abstract. For a quick five 


‘minutes or. less might have been 


But 15 minutes is a long 
time. That made it necessary not 
only for her to repeat herself a 
couple of times, but for Stix to chip 
in with what he thought about sev- 
eral things. 

Broadcast actually takes place in 
a corner of the Algonquin hotel 
dining room. That means that all 
the noise of dishes and conversa- 
tion is picked up, too. For a few 
minutes that makes for realism. 
Longer it may become annoying. 
Probably better to get two or three 
celebrities daily instead of just one. 
Certainly the celebs must be care- 
fully chosen and suitable topics 
more carefully used. And Stix 
should stick to his job of inter- 
viewer and not join in as critic. 
Kauf. 


okay. 


‘FRIENDS’ 
With Lucille DuPont, Maggie Wiley, 

George Beuhler 
Disc 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 
WBAL, Baltimore 

Series of platters plugging Cali- 
fornia Perfume products and, judg- 
ing program caught, there has been 
an exact reversal of the usual meth- 
od of distributing commercial chat- 
ter and entertainment. Beuhler, 
baritone, backed by the ork, trun- 
dles through portion of a ballad at 
start, likewise just before program 
fades. The whole heart of the pro- 
gram was an unvaried succession 
of plugging, and that sort of thing 
doesn’t entertain. 

Two gals, billed ‘Lucille and Mag- 
gie,’ alternate prattling the plugs in 
conversational manner. They re- 
mark that during month of March 
the Golden Wedding Ann’y of Mr. 
and Mrs. D. C. McConnel is being 
celebrated by apparently everybody 
from coast to coast. Couple in ques- 
tion are the founders of the spon- 
soring firm. 

Program caught also contained a 
brief and sugarily-romantic descrip- 
tion of how the McConnels first 
met, and, it is understood, all the 
platters during March will likewise 
carry a description of some phase of 
the pair’s marital bliss and biz suc- 
cess. Worst boner pulled when 
caught was the asking of the listen- 
ers to ‘pardon’ while a paragraph of 
chatter was directly aimed at the 
27,000 employees of firm. Listeners 
were also requested to warmly greet 
company’s house-to-house _ selling 
staff, since they're ‘good folks’ and 
your ‘neighbors and friends.’ 





ERNIE STANTON 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 

Ernie Stanton did a solo flight 
on the Bond Bread Sunday pro- 
gram while Val is on the sick list. 
His Piccadilly chatter is in direct 
contrast to Crumit and Sander- 
son’s sugary banter, the usual Bond 


fare. Rapid-Fire line, sketchy in 
real substance but good for 
laughs. Stanton’s brignt sputtery 


nonsense is topped off with many 
rawthurs and right-you-ares. His 
character here was carefully woven 
into the script, in fact, so much so 
that he carried practically all of the 
comedy burden. 

He was continually getting his 
words and gags mixed up, which 
brought forth the familiar giggle 





from Miss Sanderson. Good chuckle 
stuff, 


‘THE LISTENER SPEAKS’ 
Talk 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WOR, Newark 

Here's a real novelty, It's the ra- 
dio version of Constant Reader, 
Vox Pop, Letters to the Editor, the 
Voice of the People and kindred 
such journalistic departments in 
almost every daily newspaper. Lis- 
tener speaks his or her thoughts on 
current events, pet peeves, etc. 

While obviously staged, that’s 
perhaps just as well, as it insures 
a fast-moving, unfaltering proce- 
dure. Language, if a bit flossy, 
seems individual enough; it’s read- 
ily understandable that anybody 
writing an essay on any subject will 
be more academic in language. Real 
individuality comes from the read- 
ings. Few are good mike declaim- 
ers, but that only adds to the gen- 
uineness of it all. 

Majority of squawkers seemed to 
hail from Brooklyn. A dialectician 
from the Bronx with a semi-Com- 
munistic speech was subject to few 
blue pencilings on his Union Sq. 
diatribe. His Sam Lyons’ brogue 
made one expect some sort of com- 
edy relief which would be welcome. 

Sid Schwartz is the general pacer 
of the proceedings. He's on the 
N. Y. Daily Mirror staff. Possessed 
of a cultured delivery, he handles 
the routines in fine style, introduces 
each speaker by name, engages in 
a few lines of dialog with each in 
order to establish: just what the 
burthen of the ensuing discussion 
may be, and then permits each to 
air his or her views. 

Some half dozen speechlets are 
crowded into this meaty half hour, 
Sequence of speakers is determined 
by. advance correspondence . with 
the station, and, where the opinion- 
ator is unable to come to the studio, 
his or her paper will be read by 
proxy. Abel. 


KFWB 10TH ANNIVERSARY 
All Star Revue 

Two Hours 

Sustaining 

KFWB, Hollywood 

By taking advantage of its studio 
connections (Warner Bros, also own 
the station) KFWB observed its 
tenth year on the air with a truly 
gala show. 

On for a turn were Al Jolson, Dick 
Powell, Joan Blondell, Phil Regan, 
Pat O’Brien, Frank McHugh, Maxine 
Doyle, Benny Rubin, Dolores Cos- 
tello, Dorothy Dare, Lyle Talbot, 
George Brent, Monte Blue, Wini 
Shaw, Ruth Donnelly, Bette Davis, 
Warren William, Dudley Chambers 
Ensemble, Eddie Schubert, Leo 
Forbstein's Vitaphone recording 
combo, Sammy Fain, Lou Alter, Bob 
Armstrong, Harry Warren and Al 
Dubin. The latter pair’s ‘Many 
Happy Returns of the Day’ was the 
themer. 

President Harry Warner apolo- 
gized for speaking catch-as-catch- 
can, saying that in the happy ex- 
pectancy of becoming a grandfather 
he had left his script at the hos- 
pital. Station’s call letters, he stated, 
were minted by his father, and stood 
for ‘Keep Fighting, Warner Broth- 
ers. Benny Rubin followed, and 
said that he added another W, mak- 
ing the call letters read, ‘Keep 
Fighting With Warner Brothers.’ 
He said it was just a gag of his to 
get more money. 

Rubin was all over the program. 
He was in and out of skits, on fora 
couple of specialties and doing an 
on-and-off emcee. The Rubin 
sketches are so well known around 
here that the clinchers are known in 
advance, 

Aside from claiming that the sta- 
tion incubated more radio stars than 
any other in the country, credit for 
public service was taken by the 
statement that it aided in bringing 
to justice many notorious criminals. 

Musical highlight was the medley 
of song hits from Warners musicals 
by the Forbstein ork. Jolson man- 
aged to get in a mammy song, and 
even Lyle Talbot warbled a ditty. 

Jerry King, manager of the sta- 
tion, spoke briefly, as did his pro- 
duction assistant, Bill Ray. George 
Fischer handled the announcing. 

All in all, a swell show for the 
stay-at-homes. Helm, 





ORGETS IN THE AIR 
Children’s Fantasy 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WINS, New York 


New York Junior League is tak- 
ing fling at children’s radio enter- 
tainment. Series gives birth to a 
new brand of imaginary folk dubbed 
Orgets. Sheer fantasy but produc- 
tion is smooth and carries zip. 
Voices, crisp in the Hepburn style, 
blend well to the yarn which is 
enacted, 

Orgets are invisible to the human 
eye, but are able to see everything 
themselves. This gives them the 
upper hand in working out many of 
the nursery problems. This time a 
hide-and-seek game concerning a 
fashionable white rodent. Two lead- 
ing Orgets flit under doors and slide 
over books. A sudden music swirl 
and they are escorted all over the 
room. 

I'rances Fullerton Neilson script- 
ed the work and it is rather clever. 
A’ picture drawing contest is con- 
ducted along with the adventures 





which again stimulates younger 
minds. All parts ‘are played by 
membera, 


EDGEWORTH TOBACCO 
‘Corn Cob Pipe Club’ 
Backwoods Revue 

30 Mins. 

‘COMMERCIAL 

WOR, Newark 

This program of Virginia hillbilly 
cut-ups has been on the air several 
years. On previous occasions, ag 
at present, the WRVA, Richmond, 
show has been hooked-up to cover 
distant markets. Current distribu- 
tion of the show is an oddity in it- 
self taking in WOR, Newark; WLW, 
Cincinnati, and John Shepard's 
group of signal-tossers in New Eng- 
land. 

Some modifications have occurred 
in the Cora Cob Pipe Club but they 
are not drastic departures from the 
original pattern. They zither and 


yodel with customary cross-roads 
cornyness. As hillbilly stuff it 
varies from the middle western 


species due to the Dixie influence. 
Coddlers of the steaming vat are 
invited to stew the Edgeworth 
brand in their pet chimneys. There's 
a free corn cob pipe for anybody 
sending in a: part of the container. 
Whole program is chatty and in- 
formal with a reasonable likelihood 
that it will find devotees in the 
northeastern area to which it is 
directed. Needless to say fans 
divided into two major classifica- 
tions—those who like hillbilly. en- 
tertainment and those who don't: 
New York and New England have 
not been saturated with this variety 
of diversion which fact may be 
rated an asset for Edgeworth. 
Talent does not stand out. One 
performer is about as good or as 
bad as the next. There are no 
dominating personalities. Just a 
bunch... of: guitar-whamming, bal- 
lad-ripping, pun-popping crackers. 
Program's charm lies in its easy- 
going unpretentiousness. It kids it- 
self, talks about its ‘three-year old 
jokes’ and just naturally sits around 
in thé barnyard and has a party. 
That farmer's frolic atmosphere 
will strike : responsive chords in 
many hearts. Land. 


MINNEAPOLIS SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 

With Anne Campbell 

Music and Poetry 

30 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WCCO, St. Paul-Minneapolis 


Much delayed airing of this mu- 
sical aggregation on behalf of Gru- 
now refrigerators finally made its 
bow on a nation-wide hookup of 60 
stations, originating at Northrup 
auditorium, University 
sota, via WCCO wires. 

Ed Abbott, station announcer, in- 
tro’d the program, following which 
Eugene Ormandy, conductor, came 
on with a _ skeletonized program 
outline; then the moosic. Five 
medium-light classical numbers 
were played: Raymond overture, 
Percy Grainger’s arrangement of 
‘Londonderry Air,’ Elgar's ‘Pomp 
and Circumstance,’ Dvorak’s ‘Songs 
My Mother Taught Me’ and ‘Liebe- 
straume.’ Ormandy batoned all 
five. 

Music was interspersed with com- 
mercial gab by Anne Campbell, De- 
troit poetess, who also read two of 
her rhymes. Miss Campbell is 
skedded to remain here expressly 
for this stint’s 18 weekly airings 
which makes the setup anything but 
skimpy from the money end. 

On 9-9:30 CST every Saturday 
from now on, winding up May 158. 
Musicianship exhibited at the in- 


augural was, as usual with this 
famed group, practically flawless. 
Reception oke. Raschick. 





MINNESOTA MERRY-GO-ROUND 
With ‘Rome Roberts’ 

Political Chatter 

10 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

KSTP, St. Paul-Minneapolis 


Here’s a program which started 
without. benefit of ballyhoo and has 
grown into an ear-puller. ‘Rome 
Roberts’ is actually Stanley Mc- 
yovern, public relations man for 
the Minnesota Department of Agri- 
culture, and although his job indi- 
cates the why for his nom de radio, 
and would suggest the necessity of 
soft-pedalling on the chatter, he 
does just the reverse and lambasts 
and praises without fear or favor. 
Result has been respect from the 
big wigs and much favorable com- 
ment from laymen on the snappy 
chit-chat purveyed. 

Sponsored by manufacturers of 
‘Madame Josephine’ cosmetics. 
Especially hot during legislative 
session. Airs daily except Saturday 
and Sunday, 6:20-6:30 p. m. 

Raschick. 


IDEAL WALTZ TIME 
Music, comedy dialogue 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

WOAI, San Antonio 

An early morning daily session 
financed by a building supplies 
company which hits the air via 
Texas Quality Group, originating at 
WEAA, Dallas. It has a plenty light 
touch appreciated in the early 
morning. First part of stanza 13 
devoted to waltz tunes by a smooth 
band. 

Latter part of stint is dialogued 
by Slo and Ezy, using a_ black- 
face dialect. Commercial is brief, 
being confined daily to a suggestion 
that some part of the home is in 





need ef scepald Keys. 
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No. 10—‘The Program Originally Scheduled for This | 


Period Will Not Be Heard’ 





By Bob Landry 


Chimes. 

Announcer—The program origin- 
ally scheduled for this period will 
not be heard. But this time we're 
telling you why. 

Sound effect—Typewriters. 

Announcer—You are in the offices 
of the Triple X Expectorant Com- 
pany. The directors are discussing 
their forthcoming radio program. 

President—We must be very care- 
ful in selecting our entertainment. 
Triple X Expectorant, mother’s first 
thought when the baby coughs, has 
never been identified with anything 
dubious. Now the question is—Is 
Shakespeare good enough? 

Sales Promotion Mgr.—Shake- 
speare undoubtedly possesses many 
of the high quality standards we 
like to agsociate with Triple X. 

First V.-P.—Shakespeare is re- 
quired reading in college. Maybe 
he would be required listening on 
the air. 

President—But we can’t be too 
careful, There must be no offensive 
joke, no suggestive lyric in any song, 
no slur upon anybody’s race, nation- 
ality, religion or economic group. 

S. P. M.—All right. Let’s consider 
Hamlet. He’s pretty pessimistic. 
Is it a good idea to associate pes- 
simism with the sales message of- 
fered a mother worried over -her 
child’s cough? 

First V.-P.—That’s true. And 
Romeo and Juliet were disobedient 
to their parents. Will the mothers 
and fathers who buy Triple X like 
that? 

President—And it occurs to me 
that King Lear might be controver- 
sial. It might seem like propaganda 
for the Townsend plan. 

Ss. P. M.—And with Richard the 
Third represented as a scoundrel, is 
it not possible that some adoring 
young mother looking down in the 
cradle at her own sleeping Richard 
might feel some resentment? 

President—That settles it. No 
Shakespeare. 

Music—Transition. 

Announcer—Triple X Expectorant 
decides to take no chance on of- 
fending anybody with Shakespeare- 
an drama, Instead they decide to 
sponsor an amateur program. This 
is practically a novelty. Only 50 or 
60 sponsors have preceded them. 
Well, this afternoon the directors 
heard the rehearsal of the amateur 
program, Listen in—— 

Music—Transition. 

Sound Effect—Nose bladder. 

M. C.—Ha ha, ha, that was the 
raspberry. Good and loud means 
good and lousy. An in-between toot 
on the Bronx wazoo means fair to 
rotten, and one not very strong 
birdie means not bad but we're 
kinda bored. Boy, do we have fun! 
Tune in every Wednesday. You'll 





be amazed as Triple X Expectorant 
digs up more weak-in-the-belfry 
boobs than you ever heard of. 

Sound Effect—Nose bladder. 

M. C.—Look who's here. What's 
your name? 

Voice—Icahabod Crane. 


M. C.—That’s a pretty nifty hair- 
cut you got. Only next time have 
them use a bigger bowl. I see your 
pants have air-conditioning at the 
knees. Where do you work? 


Voice—lI’m unemployed. 

M. C.—Ha, ha, having a vacation 
on the government, eh? What's 
that, your underwear? Oh, you just 
wash up to the wrist. Well, what do 
you think you can do? 

Voice—I sing. 

M. C.—You're sure of that? 

Voice—I'll try. 

M. C.—You'll try? Have you tried 
to get a job? 

Voice—Yeah, but there ain’t any. 

M. C.—I don’t like your spirit. I 
seem to detect a little undercurrent 
of resentment. What nationality 
are you? 

Voice—Jugoslav. 

M. C.—Just a slob, eh. Ha, ha. 
Well, don’t forget one thing. If you 
don’t like it here, go back to where 
you came from. Go ahead and sing. 

Voice (quavering)—‘Boy o’ Mine.’ 

Sound Effect — Nose ~*~ bladder 
(loud). 

M. C.—Back to the bread line, 
just-a-slob. Who's next? 

Timid—Please, mister, I play da 
fiddle and because I don't speak da 
English very good, please mister 
don’t make fun from me. 

M. C.—You can’t take it, eh? Lis- 
ten, if you’re going to stay in 
America you've got to be able to 
take a little good-natured joshing. 

Timid—Yeah, sure; only I don’t 
understand so good what the joke 
she is. 

M. C.—You should take some 
Triple X Expectorant nd get rid of 
that garlic breath. Well, go ahead 
and fiddle. 

Timid—Plays violin. 

Sound Effect—Nose bladder. 

M. C.—Nobody will make fun of 
your fiddle-playing. It’s too sad to 
be made fun of. Ha, ha. I'll bet he 
makes better music eating spaghetti. 
Well, look who’s here—Mae West. 
Is that a pillow? Triple X Exper- 
torant is good for that. 

Woman—I am the motl 
children. 

M. C.—Ha, ha. 
around here myself. 

Sound Effect—Crash. 

Announcer—The M. C. is out 
cold. The president of Triple X 
brained him with the client’s ash- 
stand. So that is why we say the 
program originally scheduled for 
this period will not be heard. 


of six 


I'm a stranger 





TIME, NEWS-WEEK IN 
PANCAKE BUILD-UP 


Two weekly magazines, News- 
Week and Time are using World 
Broadcasting disk service, to test 
new stunts and for advance bally- 
hoo. News-Week’s Magazine of the 
Air delves into current events as 
scripted by Fred Smith. This is a 
15-minute platter which is being is- 
sued to 70 stations out over the 
country on a test hour. 

Time has completed a series of 
quarter-hour dramatizations of its 
March of Time film. Very imper- 
sonal continuity, but plenty of prop- 
aganda on the new trend in the 
news-reel field. Sent out to 26 sta- 
tions to let the public know more 
about this new development. It is 
a sort of talking trailer service for 
the weekly’s sheet and film. Placed 
through B.B.D. & O. agency. 





Booth Fish on CBS 


Chicago, March 12. 

Booth Fisheries going network on 
April 23, with the show, ‘Fish Tales’, 
which was on a local test some time 
@go on WBBM on a one-weekly 
basis. Click has caused the con- 
tracting with Columbia web for a 
twice-weekly period. 

Will ride on 26 stations on the 
Columbia network every Tuesday 
and Thursday morning. Being set 
through the local Sellers Service 
agency. 





‘NBC CO-ORDINATOR’ 


Leslie Joy to KYW, Phila. From 
N. Y. Sales Dept. 








Philadelphia, March 12. 


Leslie Joy comes in from the New 
York sales department of NBC to 
become ‘NBC co-ordinator’ at KYW 
which is operated by the Levy 
Brothers, owners of WCAU, the 
CBS station. Some quarters pur- 
ported to read significance in the 
appointment, but this is not verified. 

Understanding is that the original 
contract between the Levys and 
NBC provided for the designation of 
just such an official, but there has 
been delay in naming anybody for 
the post. 





CBS Acts to Entertain 
White House Press Mob 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
will supply all the entertainment for 
the White House correspondents’ 
dinner to President Roosevelt on 
Saturday evening, March 23, in 
Washington. About 10 artists will 
be sent down for the show, which 
will run over an hour. This is not 
the Gridiron dinner. 

Ralph Wonders of the artists’ bu- 
reau is in charge of arranging the 
program. Kate Smith, Jack Pearl, 
Benay Venuta are among those ten- 
tatively set for the entertainment. 
If definitely selected, it will be the 
fourth time for Miss Smith to sing 
before U. S. Presidents. 

Two networks alternate annually 
in supplying acts for this function. 





The Ether Version 





Kansas City, March 12. 
Neighbors who used to ask 
good-natured housewives to 
mind the baby, deliver mes- 
Sages, pay for the groceries, 
etc., have a new twist. A mid- 
dle aged lady unable to avoid 
a trip downtown during the 
hours when her favorite serials 
were being broadcast is re- 
ported here requesting her 
neighbor to keep track of the 
plot developments that day. 
A total expenditure of 75 min- 
utes of ear oil with a complete 
synopsis of the various pro- 
grams was all that the neigh- 
bor asked. 


TAPER OFF ON 
KATE SMITH 
AMATEURS 


Changes contemplated in Kate 
Smith’s Hudson Terraplane program 
will include more comedy and less 
amateur stuff. Those personal ap- 
pearances on Columbia key stations 
are to be called off for the time be- 
ing, as some of the spots are too far 
removed from the metropolitan stu- 
dios. 

Harry Conn at work on scripting 
this new type of program. Guest 
stars will be used and a general 
continuity expanded upon. Amateur 
contest is to continue, however, 
later on. 


Chandu Back Again 


Chicago, March 12. 


Hardy perennial of radio, 
‘Chandu, the Magician,’ snaps back 
on the ether on WGN, the Chicago 
Tribune’ station, this time for 
Sterling products. Will hit five 
times weekly on an 8-8:15 p.m. 
gallop. 

Set through the local Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency the show 
will be platterized for additional 
spotting. 























Irving Reis to Hollywood 


Irving Reis, of Columbia Broad- 
casting’s engineering department, 
left for Hollywood, Monday (11), to 
work on the Hollywood Hotel air 
commercial being broadcast from 
there. He may remain out there 
permanently. 

Reis shoved off by train. 








WBBM COMMERCIALS 
SPAN 6 AM-10 PM. 


Chicago, March 12. 
Solid commercial schedule will go 
into effect on WBBM, the Colum- 
bia station, on April 21 when the 


“station starts the broadcasting of 


the baseball daily for 
Wheaties. 

With the addition of the baseball 
commercial the _ station will be 
forced to shift the present after- 
noon sponsors to other portions of 
the day which will necessitate 
opening the transmitter at 6 a.m. 
instead of the present 7 a.m. start. 

Will then be loaded with com- 
mercials from 6 a.m .to 10:15 p.m. 
every week-day with the exception 
of three 15 minute sustaining 
periods which are held open for the 
city council's safety campaign. 

Moving to the opening hour is the 
Drug Trade products. WBBM has 
also sold its 10:30-10:45 p.m. spots 
on Tuesday and Thursdays. to 
Armand. These are the only .two 
late night spots open for “Tocal 
broadcasting by WBEM< since after 
10:30 on all other nights of the 
station synchronizes with KFAB 
in Lincoln. 


NBC’s Workshop Studio 


NBC's workshop studio for artists 
was opened Friday afternoon (8) on 
the fifth floor of the RCA building. 
Room is created especially for test 
programs and sample broadcasts. 

An engineer and production man 
are available at all times for those 
cooking up new stunts. Studio is 
also hooked up with all remote con- 
trol loudspeaker units throughout 
NEC offices. This is part of the 
chain’s plan to give artists the best 
chance possible at rehearsals and 
doing away with microphone fright, 


games 








Quaker Oats in Dallas 
Chicago, March 12. 

Quaker Oats is spotting a show, 
titled ‘The Firemen’s Club’ down on 
WFAA, in Dallas, shortly, for a new 
test. Was formerly spotted on 
WRVA in Richmond, Va. 

Try-out set through Lord & 
Thomas agency. Show itself is an 
outgrowth of the old Pirates Club. 
which was something of a click 
among the midwest kids some three 
years ago. 








A.MLP.A. Vs. General Foods to Trial; 


Concerns Value of ‘Name Actors 





Trial of the $2,500 suit brought 
by the Associated Motion Picture 
Advertisers against General Foods 
opened before Justice Keller in the 
Manhattan City Court yesterday 
(Tuesday). Sum involves what the 
press agents’ club claims to be the 
balance due since last April on a 


broadcast tieup. Trial continues to- 
day. 

AMPA alleges that the food 
packer agreed to pay $3,000 for the 
privilege of picking up talent par- 
ticipating at a charity affair tossed 
by the p.a.’s. General Foods gave 
the AMPA $500 and refused to 
come through with the remaining 
2,500 on the ground that the noise 
made by the banqueteers resulted 
in a bad pickup and that, anyway, 
the AMPA failed to produce all the 
names it promised for the broad- 
cast. 

Broadcast from the AMPA ban- 
quet, which took place April 25, 
1934, was made part of the Admiral 
Byrd program in behalf of Grape- 
nuts. 

In a letter addressed to the com- 
mercial, the AMPA mentioned as 
available fur broadcasting that 
night Jessica Dragonette, Irene 
Dunne, Ginger Rogers, Fred Astaire, 
John Charles Thomas, George Jes- 
sel, Lanny Ross, the Radio City 
Music Hall Choir and a Meyer 
Davis orchestra. Those who par- 
ticipated in the Grapenuts pickup 





were Block & Sully, Emil Boreo, 





Sylvia Froos, Howard Marsh, 
Gladys Britton, the Music Hall 
choir, Laany Ross and the Meyer 
Davis combo. On hand but not 
called upon for a bit in the broad- 
cast were Gloria Swanson, Irene 


Rich, Mae Murray, Jacqueline 
Logan, Steve Hamas and Miss 
Dunne. 


Canada Plans English 
Radio Program Series 


Through Shortwave Sets 





Toronto, March 12, 

It is a matter of weeks only be- 
fore selected British programs will 
be available to listeners over the 
Canadian Radio Commission's net- 
work. Understood practical tests 
have been successful but that frost 
conditions preclude immediate re- 
broadcasting of overseas short-wave 
programs. 

Previous barrier has been the 6- 
hour difference in time between 
Canada and England, the top eve- 
ning broadcasts getting here at 4- 
5 p.m., when the network is not in 
operation. Plan is to pick up cer- 
tain British programs on the Com- 
mission's short-wave receiving sta- 
tions, make blatnerphone magnetic 
recordings and then re-broadcast 
these records over the national net- 
work in the evening. 


hnaioars Nearly Wreck Studio; Move 
To Hall and Do SRO with Radio Plugs 


-~ ——+ 


York, Pa., March 12. 

‘Hire a hall,’ ordered the mana- 
ger of WORK, “Aason-Dixon affili- 
ate here, several weeks ago when 
the newly organized Saturday night 
Barn Dance went out of control. 
More than 600 people jammed into 
the studios to hear and see one of 
the programs, and the _ studio 
showed it. After each session more 
furniture would be broken, more 
pictures and ash trays missing, and 
more people complaining about be- 
ing trampled on. 

Y.M.C.A, auditorium, with a seat- 
ing capacity of 800, was then hired 
for the special Saturday event, 
which is an audition period for new 
hill billy talent as well as a show 
for the old reliables, First perform- 
ance played to a packed house at 
10c and 20c, and theatre men began 
to howl. 

Station, however, pretended not to 
hear and continued its show. Acts, 
which work, for no greater incen- 
tive than cash prizes ranging from 
$15 down, include dancers, saw 
players, mountain wailers, jug blow- 
ers, and even roping acts. 

Stations begins plurging the show 
early Saturday afternoon with spots 
such as ‘You have just two hours to 
wait before the big Barn Dance, or 
‘Pack up and hrrry to the Pom & 
The barn dance begins in 15 min- 
utes.’ Result is that on past three 
Saturdays from 100 to 300 people 
have been turned away. Negotia- 
tions are now pending, it is said, 
with loc.l grind operator for his 
theatre, seating several hundred 
more, and station may go into play- 
house idea on several other popular 
programs, 

All of the gate money goes into 
the rent and prize items, station 
claims, but shows are fully spon- 
sored, with the audience sitting pa- 
tiently through a liberal anointment 
of plugs. 


Holly d English’ 
Anzac Standard 
For Radio Dises 


In buying American script re- 
cordings Australian broadcasters 
stipulate that the accent of the 
players be of ‘Hollywood English’ 
classification. Implied by this re- 
quirement is the mode of speech 
that characterizes the British im- 
ports and some American actors. In 
every case the Anzac stations reserve 
the right to ship back the stencil- 
lings if they’re not up to ‘Holly- 
wood English’ specifications. 

About the only musical record- 
ings that the Australian broadcast- 
ers are importing from America 
are those containing Hawaiian rou- 
tines. They look to England for the 
bulk of other types of musical discs. 











‘SKIPPY’-B-S-H SPLIT 


Strip Character Leaving Agency 
After 4-Year Alliance 








Air version of Percy Crosby's 
strip character, ‘Skippy,’ winds up 
g@ four-year alliance with the Black- 
ett-Sample-Hummert agency March 
29. Before switching over to its 
present commercial, Phillips Dental 
Magnesia, the serial was for two 
years supported by General Mills in 
behalf of Wheaties. 

Program has been under the 
Phillips banner two years. 





Film Importer Becomes 
Conquest’s Paris Rep 


Edward Ogden Steinhart has 
been appointed Paris rep for the 
Conquest Alliance Co, Steinhart, 
who was formerly in the film im- 
porting business, has been over here 
the past several weeks making a 
study of American method of com- 
mercial broadcasting. 

He returns to France next week 
and will make his office with ‘In- 
formations et Publicite,’ Continental 
ad agency, which hold the exclusive 
sale representation for Radio Lux- 





embourg. 
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FCC's Washington ‘Hearings 





Authorizing another high-power 
mish upped the power 


ef the 770 ke channel. Chicago 


power and Nebraska sti ition was authorized in return to go from 5 to 10}: Justice 
and on sy 


KXYZ, 


operates unlimited days 
went to 


kw. Each « 
Third power increase 


of both WBBM and KFAB, 


nchronized basis nights. 


Houston, Tex., 


construction permit to go from 500 to 1 kw. 


New station grant went to 
Rochester, 
mitter operating on 1310 with 
R. H. Hyde. 


Southern 
Minn., which was given construction permit to build 
100 watts. 


Minnesota Broadcasting Co., 


Recommended by Examiner 


WMBD, Peoria, Unlimited 


Commish also authorized WTAD, Quincy, IIL, 
resulting in unlimited time for WMBD, 


600 wavelength, 


Peoria, Ill. and 


approved a shift from 1210 to 1420 for WGBS, Springfield, I11. 


refused three requests for 
ago to 
ke at St. Louis. 


Reconsidering prior action, 


nated for hearing two earlier applications. 


reconsideration of grant 
Mississippi Valley Broadcasting Co, 
Kickers were WIL, KSD and KWK 
Commish suspended the grant and desig- 


a month 
1500 


made 
for new one-lunger on 
, all in St. Louis. 


Plea for WIP, Philadelphia, 


for power boost from 500 to 1 kw nights was carded for examiner fol- 


lowing protest of WICC, 
for new station in Milwaukee, 


called because of protest from WHBL, 


Bridgeport, 
Wis., on 1310 ke 


while construction permit 
with 100 watts was re- 
Sheboygan, Wis. - 


Conn., 


More One-Lungers 


Applications slated for 


100 watters were: 
Worcester Broadcasting Co., 
casting Co., Duluth, Minn., 
Ind., 1370 ke; David Parmer, 
Porterville, Calif., 1420 ke. 


250 night and 500 days. 


Additional applications docketed included seven requests for new 
tions and four appeals for power increases. 
Frederick, Md., new station on 900 with 500 watts days; 
Pittsburg, Kan., new station on 1500 with 100 
Inc., Moorhead, 
Los Angeles, new station on 1120 with 1 


Broadcasting Co., 
Pittsburg Publishing Co., 
watts; Commercial Broadcasters, 
1310 with 100; Harry Prezant, 


kw (requesting facilities of KFSG and KRKD); 


hearings included eight pleas for 
mitters, six of them one-lungers, and two requests for power boosts. 
Hartford Broadcasting Co., 
Worcester, Mass., 
1200 ke; 
Atlanta, 
Others are: 
ke with 500 watts days and Ward Walker, Seattle, 


trans- 
The 
Conn., 1200 ke; 
1200 ke; Duluth Broad- 
Evansville on the Air, Evansville, 
Ga., 1370 ke; and Clark Standiford, 
A. L. Chilton, Kilgore, Tex., 990 
Wash., 760 ke with 


new 


Hartford, 


sta- 
Group comprises: Monocacy 


Minn., new station on 


WOKO, Albany, N. Y., 


frequency shift from 1430 to 970 kc; WALA, Mobile, Ala., increase from 


500 night and 1 kw day to 1 kw night and day; KFRO, Longview, 


Tex., 


frequency shift from 1370 to 1210 (facilities of KWEA); KFWB, Holly- 
wood, Calif., special authority to use 5 kw nights; Southern Oregon Pub- 
lishing Co., Roseburg, Ore., new station on 1500 with 100 watts; WHBU, 


Anderson, Ind., 
ford, Visalia, Calif., 
Standiford, Chico, 


new 


increase from 100 to 100 night and 250 day; Clark Standi- 
station on 850 with 100 watts days; 
Calif., new station on 1210 with 100 watts. 


and Clark 





German Radio Graft 
Case Ends with One 
Jailing, Three Fines 


Berlin, March 3. 

After months of long drawn out 
testimony, Germany’s’ celebrated 
ease against ex-directors of the ra- 
dio system came to a close, one de- 
fendant getting $42,780 fine and 18 
months’ sentence, three others $10,- 
180 fines. Other defendants were 
freed. 

Case grew out of alleged graft 
paid by firm printing the official 
radio mag to directors of the na- 
tional radio system, then in private 
hands but enjoying huge govern- 
ment subsidy. 

Stiffest hit was Herbert Jenne- 
wein, but his heavy sentence took 
into consideration irregularities in 
his income tax payments. 

Radio director Knoepfke died 
while the proceedings were hanging 
fire. Case was built up by the Nazi 
press as a cause celebre when the 
party took over, several former em- 
ployees of the radio system being 
sent to concentration camps from 
which they were later released. 

‘Golden Melodies,’ with orchestra 
under Fred Smith, and Jean Dick- 
inson, coloratura soprano, now rid- 
ing into New York on a Tuesday 
afternoon program fed to the NBC 
red circuit by KOA, Denver. 








SYSTEMATIC ALIBIS 


Station KOL Puts Strain on In- 
genuity 








Seattle, March 12. 

Notice on the KOL bulletin board: 

To members of the ‘Pioneers’ 
cast: In future, when late at re- 
hearsals, in order to save time 
please give alibis by number: 

Alibi No. 1—Missed street car. 

Alibi No. 2—Didn’t know there 
was a rehearsal tonight. 

Alibi No. 3—Ran out of gas. 

Alibi No. 4—Had company for 
dinner. 

Alibi No. 5—Had to mail a letter 
and couldn’t find the Post Office. 
They probably moved it. 

Alibi No. 6—'I have only a small 
part, and it starts on the 16th page, 
so I though you wouldn’t mind.’ 


WEBR Boots Blurbs 


Baltimore, March 12. 

WFBR has tossed all the spot 
announcements off its weekly (Sun- 
day) ‘Jewish Program.’ The period 
was directed by Cantor Shapiro, 
sung and spoken in Yiddish, and 
supported by the spots interlarded 
into its hour’s running time. 

Station is continuing period, but 
is figuring on snagging a sponsor 
to bankroll the program solo. A 
rep is dashing to New York today 
(Tuesday), where he will cast 
around for a national account to 
back the show. 
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MUST GIVE DETAILS 


Green Must Particularize Charges 
Against CBS 








Columbia’s quest for a bill of par- 





| Supreme 


which received | the 


| 
a trans- | 
| be fore 


to shift from the 1440 to | web, 
er elsewhere for breach of contract. 


Washington, Mar. 12. ticulars in the breach of contract 
synchronization experiment, the Com- {Suit brought against it by Michael 
Lincoln, Neb., users|Green, Red Nichol’s former man- 

transmitter won fight for maximum/|®8¢!, Was approved last week by 


the New York 
is asking 
$50,000 in 


Valente in 

Court. Green 
court to award him 
amMagces, 

Network denies that it played any 
part in the break between Nichols 
;}and his manager. Almost two years 
Nichols allied himself with 
the CBS Artists Bureau, states the 
Grecn sued the orchestra lead- 


Justice Valente consented to Co- 
| lumbia request that Green tell 
whether the contract he had with 
Nichols was written or oral, what 
its terms were, and what proof he 
had of CBS’ inducing the bandman 
to quit Green and join its manage- 
ment list. 


KSTP Sponsor Inquires 
‘How’s Your Petunias?’ 


In Midst of Amateurs 


St. Paul, March 12. 

KSTP’s regular Saturday night 
amateur hour, for months a sus- 
tainer, is now commersh. And with 
beaucoup gab. 

Gardner Nurseries of Osage, Iowa, 
are using one-quarter hour sand- 
wiched into the middle of the show, 
sO that listeners have to absorb 
what seems like endless sales spiel- 
ing about how many plants and 
shrubs and seeds and flowers they 
can get for only one dollar, for 15 
minutes, if they want to stay tuned 
in and hear the rest of the tyros. 

In addition to paying for the 
quarter-hour, Gardner also takes 
over the cash prizes schedule: $25, 
$15 and $10, to the three top ama- 
teurs chosen every Saturday night. 


TELEVISION INTERESTS 
PLAN MEET IN ROME 


Berlin, March 3. 

Reported here that television in- 
terests plan a conference in Rome 
to discuss recent developments pre- 
liminery to a Geneva meeting where 
the last Berlin agreement is skedded 
for discussion. 

Geneva is likely to apply itself to 
jettisoning the authors’ rights 
clause in the Berlin convention as 
well as taking up the impasse be- 
tween disc makers and broadcasters 
and checking up work on Lausanne 
wave length allotments. 














Paper Plugs Discounts 
For Dual Media Users 


Kansas City, March 12. 

Kansas City Star, owner and op- 
erator of radio station WDAF, in a 
full-page advertisement in the Star, 
is offering a 25% discount to adver- 
tisers using both the pages of the 
Star and the services of WDAF. 

Offer as given in the Star’s page 
advertisement is: ‘Advertisers in the 
Kansas City Star receive a special 
discount. Any WDAF advertiser 
who spends an equal amount of 
money in the same calendar month 
in the Daily, Sunday or Weekly Star 
for display advertising, is entitled to 
a 25% discount from the regular 
broadcasting rates.’ 





Changes at WAAW, Omaha 


Omaha, March 12. 
Realignment of personnel, rates 
and programs into effect at station 
WAAW, Omaha. Ralph Trotter gets 
post of program director replacing 
Phyllis Bader. 

Added to the staff as announcers 
are Robert Tyler, full time, and 
James Douglas, part time. Tyler, 
formerly connected with KSEI at 
Pocatello, Idaho ,and at KFPY 
3asic rates for usual length pro- 
grams is unaffected in rates but 30- 
word announcements are dropped 
entirely from the sales lists, and | 
rate Is jumped slightly on all other | 
announcements. 





Front Page Dramas Move 
Langlois and Wentworth, pro- 
ducers of Hearst American Weekly | 
radio programs (Front Page Dra- | 
mas) have swung over to Victor) 
Studios for the weekly cutting. 


U. S., Canada and Australia take the | 





More than 230 radio stations in | 
‘ 


service 





ay 


Sponsors Pay 





Add Sponsor Humor 





Portland, Ore., March 12. 

Van Fleming, KGW-KEX 
staff artist, is in the doghouse. 
Van writes and broadcasts a 
program for a certain dentist 
and thought he’d make a test 
and find out how many people 
were listening to him. So he 
spent about five minutes kid- 
ding his own act. ‘Just call 
up the Doctor,’ he kept say- 
ing, and tell him you heard 
this program and it’s lousy— 
I mean, tell him you heard it. 

No sooner was the program 
over than the Doctor phoned, 
red-eyed mad. Dozens of peo- 
ple had phoned him and told 
him the program was lousy. 
Not one said it was good. They 
all used the same word— 
lousy. In vain Van tried to 
explain he had egged them on 
to do it, but the Doctor would 
have none of it. Van was 
fired from the program. 











Okay Portland Baseball 
Portland, Ore., March 12. 

New management of the Portland 
baseball club has signed a contract 
with the Oregonian’s station KEX 
giving that station the right to 
broadcast this year’s baseball games 
exclusively. 

In previous years KEX has broad- 
cast out of town games only by 
wire report. New contract includes 
games on the home field as well. 





———————— | 





Radio Lotteries Sweep Mexico; 


Double Rates, 


Half Becoming Prize Money 


Mexico City, Mar 
conducted over 


h §. 
Lotteries radio 


stations in which $400 in Mexican 
that angount in 
given away each 
wild- 
last few Stunt 
has become so prevalent that it is 


reported every 


money or double 


merchandise are 
week have swept Mexico like 
fire in 


the weeks. 


city of anv size in 
least one 
station staging some type of lottery. 

It is rated the most popular radio 
hour of the day. Station XEW in 
Mexico City, a 650,000-watter, has 
36,000 members belonging to its lot- 
tery club. 

Because followers of the lottery 
glue their ears every day so closely 
to the loudspeaker, stations find it 
easy to sell commercial sponsors. 
As many as six sponsors divide an 
hour in 10-minute segments and pay 
double the usual rates. Half this 
sum becomes the prize money. 


the country now has at 





Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Sponsors WBT Minstrels 


Charlotte, N. C., March 12. 

Dixie Mammoth Minstrels of 
WRBT are back on the air with new 
sponsor. Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company bankrolis show from 8:30 
to 9 o’clock Friday nights. 

All the old cast, including Corn- 
bread Sawyer, Sluf. & Lochman, 
Gatemouth Setzer and Interlocutor 
Clair Shadwell, back in the semi- 
circle. George Frazier’s band mak- 
ing the music. 
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March 2. 
French 


Paris, 
Management of the na- 
tional network has been reorganized 
issued by 


Man- 


by a series of decrees 


Minister of Communications 
del, 


New orders put regional stations 


radio czar, 


under control of councils on which 


owners of radio sets, dealers, mu- 
sicians, authors, newspapermen and 
other members of the general pub- 
lic are represented, all under super- 
vision and ultimate rule of the Min- 
ister and his minions. 

Each outlet is to have a manag- 
ing council consisting of five offi- 
cials of the Communications Ad- 
ministration, appointed by the Min- 








| Radio’s Ambassador of Song 
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ister; five representatives of trade 
associations of authors, musicians, 
radio dealers or newspapermen, and 


ten representatives of the listen- 
ing public. 

Latter ten are named by a re- 
gional association of listeners, to 


which anyone can belong if he can 
show he has paid his annual tax as 
owner of a radio set. 

Council of 20 

Council of 20 does everything in 
the way of running the outlet— 
hires and fires employees, selects 
programs and carries out orders of 
the Minister, including co-operation 
in national broadcasts. 

Minister has the right of veto 
over everything. He is aided in co- 
ordinating work of different out- 
lets by Superior Radio Council, 
which is organized like a higher 
war council. Has two parts, one 
to watch over management of sta- 
tions and another to supervise pro- 
grams. Former, or administrative, 
section, consists of all the former 
prime ministers of France, all for- 
mer communications ministers, 
chairman of the Post Office com- 
mittee of the Chamber of Deputies 
and the Commerce Committee of 
the Senate, present and former 
heads of the Communications 
Budget committee of the Chamber 
and Senate, the current director of 
radio services, ten representatives 
of the radio set owners’ associations 
and ten reps of general trade and 
government interests, 

‘Artistic’ section of the superior 
council consists of 36 members ap- 
pointed by the Communications 
Minister. It will meet once a 
month and supervise all the pro- 
grams in France. 

On top of all this, Mandel’s de- 
crees provide for a coordinating 
committee, consisting of state func- 
tionaries, chairmen of the regional 
outlet councils, and anybody else 
the minister wants to appoint. This 
board will keep programs of differ- 
ent outlets from conflicting, and 
will work out all sorts of ways for 
improving French broadcasting. 


Wax Works 


A. C. Spark Plug has had 60 an- 
nouncements recorded by World 
Broadcasting for placement on 50 
stations, 











Pittsburgh Plate Glass and Paint 
is stencilling 39 quarter-hour mu- 
sicals. 





Detroit White Lead is booking 13 
quarter-hour discs of Singin’ Sam 
on 12 stations. 





United Drug has over 200 stations 
lined up for its spring Rexall 
brand campaign. Figuring to use 
five quarter-hour musical stencils 
in each case within five consecutive 


days. Street & Finney is the 
agency. 
Richfield Oil of California, re- 


newal for 52 weeks on 10 stations 
of the Jimmie Allen adventures. 
Placed through H. C. Bernstein, Inc. 
World Broadcasting System. 





Sterling Remedy, program service 
on a week to week basis. Placed 
through Heath-Seehof, Inc. World 
Broadcasting System. 





Walker Remedy, spot announce- 


ments for an_ indefinite period. 
Placed through Western-Barnette 
Agency. World Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. 





Kuppenheimer Clothes, scries of 
13 minute announcements, World 
Broadcasting System, 





Love-Making, Inc., series of 26 
quarter hour transcriptions, has 
been sold to Lintas, Ltd., Australia. 
Placed through A. E. Bennett, 
chairman of World Broadcasting 
board in Australasia and head of 
station 2 GB. World Broadcasting 
System. 





Broadcasting Abroad, Inc., yes- 
terday (Tuesday) announced signed 
with Bayer, Phillips Milk of Mag- 
nesia and Tangee, for 150 electrical 
transcription programs in South 
America. Starts production of 70 
dramatized radiolets for Bayer, 40 





for Phillips and 40 for Tangee. 


Here and There 


Dave Harman, ork pilot, has 
joined the staff of KTUL, Tulsa, 
Okla., as musical director. He will 
organize a 14-piece studio orches- 
tra, 








WLVA, Lynchburg, amateur pro- 
gram sold to MeGehee Furniture 
Company. William (Tubby) Reeves 
is m.c. 





Theodore C. Streibert, gen. mer. 
of WOR, Newark, its currently 
honeymooning in Florida. Marriage 
took place last week. 





Ruthrauff & Ryan execs soup- 
and-fished the debut of the ‘Circus 
Night in Silvertown’ program Fri- 
day night (8). 





Vivienne Segal is disposing of her 
Malibu Beach. Cal. home, because 
radio contracts will keep her in 
New York for several months more. 





Clarksdale, Mississippi's new sta- 
tion, WFMN, scheduled to go into 
operation this week. J. E. Wharton, 
president. 





Nora Drummond new publicity 
writer at CBS, New York, succeed- 
ing Florence Marks. 





Norman Link has returned to 
radio on a new commercial spon- 
sored by Pal Soap Flakes over 
WOwO, Fort Wayne. 





Henry B. McNaughton has been 
made director of WTBO, Cumber- 
land, Md. Comes from Cleveland, 
where he has been serving as assist- 
ant general-manager of WTAM. 





Stanley Peyton, former WLW an- 
nouncer, has joined station WINS, 
New York. 





May Sprintz, known as the Sleepy 
Time Lady, has returned to WINS, 
New York, with her children’s pro- 
grams. Vincent Sorey’s_ string 
quartet accompanies the talks. 





Al Sheehan, WCCO artists’ bu- 
reau. manager, in charge of the 
stage show for the Northwest Au- 
tomobile show which runs eight 
days in the Mpls. auditorium, 
March 9-16, Using WCCO talent. 

— Ss 

Women’s Twin Cities committee 
for National Union of Social Justice 
threw a shindig at the St. Paul 
Coliseum and raised $425 which 
they sent to Father Coughlin Fri- 
day (8). 





Alex Woollcott made two appear- 
ances in the Twin Cities Thursday 
(7), one at the U. of Minn. and the 
other before the Minnesota legis- 
lature in the House chamber. 





WHBY, Green Bay, Wisconsin 
(St. Norbert College) achieves 10th 
birthday on March 25th, 





Frank Parke Wright has re- 
signed as sales boss of KTAB, Oak- 
land. 





Ross Wallace joins sales depart- 
ment of WHO, Des Moines. He's a 
fram publication man, 





Jack Wardlaw orchestra, a Dixie 
aggregation, invades new territory 
when opening March 22 at Peony 
Park, Omaha. Decamps Patrick 
Henry hotel, Roanoke, Va, 





Beverage Factors, Ltd. (Shanghai 
Sling Punch) of Oakland, Cal., may 
do some spot broadcasting, 





Charles H. Mayne agency, Los 
Angeles, gets the Iris Brand cof- 
fee account. Uses radio. 





Audition Three Programs; 
One Sponsor Takes All 


Richmond, March 12. 
Thalhimers, department store 
here signed for three different shows 
on WRVA, All three were audi- 
tioned consecutively one afternoon. 
Irvin Abeloff, of the local gales 
staff of WRVA gets credit for ty- 


News Service, the Tobelogues, and a 
local platter program for Westing- 
house refrigerators, 





WAPI’s Barn Dance 


Birmingham, March 12. 

Saturday afternoon Barn Dance 
idea abandoned year ago by WSGN 
is being picked up by WAPI. 

First show was held tn the munl 
auditorium last week and admish of 
15 and 26 cents was charged for the 
public to hear something coming 





around the mountain. 


ing up the store for Trans-Radio. 





Two-Hour Sunday Show 
With Herbie Kay Band 


Chicago, March 12. 


Herbie Kay orchestra has con- 


tracted for a 120-minute weekly 
commercial for Dodge auto. Will 
ride every Sunday morning from 
9:30-11:30 on WBBM, the local 
Columbia station. Show will also 
carry guesters. 

Deal, set through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan agency here, will start on 
March 31. 


—— 


PRO RADIO 


All Frenchmen in Radio Biz Group 
To Boost Trade 
Paris, March 38. 

Associations grouping all com- 
mercial interests in French radio 
trade—set manufacturers, importers, 
bulb makers, dealers and even eled- 
tric central stations—are combin- 
ing in a central group to be known 
as ‘Pro Radio.’ Object is to pro- 
mote development of business. 

Trade feels that existence in 
France of only 1,500,000 sets, where- 
as England has _ 5,500,000, shows 
there is something wrong. A little 
collective boosting will do the trick, 
they feel, and associations may get 
together on a collective advertising 
campaign, although no one yet has 
decided where the money is coming 
from, 








More Gratis WXYZ Shows 
Go Over Canada Network 


Detroit, March 12. 

So popular are the programs that 
WXYZ, Detroit, have been produc- 
ing and sending over the Canadian 
Radio Commission coast to coast 
hook-up, that they have been asked 
to produce additional ones. 

Peculiar part of the deal is that 
WXYZ does not receive a cent for 
its services, even paying the line 
charges to Windsor. This co-op- 
eration serves to cement a stronger 
friendship that has existed between 
WXYZ and the Canadiczn commis- 
sion, 





Brushing Up for Tilt 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Don Lee network is spending 
around $150,000 in modernization of 
two of its stations, KHJ, here and 
KFRC, San Francisco, preliminary 
to the stations being boosted to 
5,000 watts for daytime hours. 

Both outfits are currently 1,000 
watts and will be at this power 
hereafter only on night hours. 


OLSON’S MINSTRELS 
Nashville, March 12, 

Olson Rug Company of Chicago {fs 
sponsoring the Lasses White Min- 
strels over WSM. There are 25 
members of cast. 

Philip O. Palmer agency 
placement. 





made 





KFAR 10,000 Watts 
Lincoln, March 12. 

KFAB here was made a present 
from the FCC this week of a doubl- 
ing in watt power. Link has been 
on a 6,000-watt basis for several 
years and talked a long time about 
jumping to 50,000, but when such 
action necessitated the station’s op- 
eration plant being moved out of 
town, it came to naught. Now the 
decision says the station will be 
given 10,000 watt privileges starting 
March 26. 

KFAB has just moved to new 
studios in the Hotel Lincoln, hav- 
ing vacated the Cornhusker hotel 
where its studios have been for six 
years. 





Edgeworth Concert Series 
Richmond, March 12. 

Larus and Brother Company, Inc., 
manufacturers of Edgeworth smok- 
ing tobacco and owners and oper- 
ators of WRVA, Richmond, have 
launched a new series of ‘Wednes- 
day Evening Edgeworth Concerts.’ 

A 30-piece orchestra and a male 
choir of 12 voices are used, Adver- 
tising is limited to.a short plug near 
the middle of the program, 





Names for Auto Shows 
Easton, Pa., March 12. 

Radio names to draw crowds to 
automobile shows in Lehigh Valley 
have proven successful this winter. 
Rubinoff came to Bethlehem auto 
show for a full week. 

Allentown motor show had the 
Don Hall Trio of WEAF. Both 
rated clicks. 


HEARST-WAAF DEAL 


Chicago Comics Off WENR In 
Dispute 
Chicago, March 12. 


Hearst Herald and Examiner wi)! 
have its Sunday comic section read 


over WAAF, local indie station, in 
a deal set last week, 

Indie station was picked after 
Hearst tiffed with NBC here over 


time allotment for the Sunday sup- 
plement. Will go on WAAF every 
Sunday from 8-8:30 a.m., instead of 
the former hour of noon, which has 
become something of a traditional 
time for comic broadcasting in this 
territory. 


‘Cappy Ricks’ Offered 
Chicago, March 12. 

Columbia broadcasting system 
plugging a new script show for pos- 
sible snap-up by agencies. It’s the 
radio counterpart of ‘Cappy Ricks.’ 

Show has been auditioned for all 
agencies. 
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104 Consecutive Weeks 


ON THE AIR 


Armour’s * Jester 


PHIL 
BAKER 


March 17, 1933— March 15, 1935 
AND RE-SIGNED FOR ANOTHER YEAR! 


with 


HARRY (“BOTTLE”) McNAUGHTON 


Estelle Jayne—Artie Auerbach—‘‘Beetle”’ e. 
Go-Go DeLys and Leon Belasco’s Orchestra 
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N Busi s 
DETROIT NEW YORK add sos 
. - ’ <j S. Berger & Sons, series of 15-min- 
Ironized Yeast Company, skit] ute programs on Friday mornings, 
transcriptions, started March 11 for} for 52 weeks. WARD. 
26 weeks, five minute programs.| Manischewitz Matzohs, announce- 








Ruthrauff & Ryan Agency. WJR. ee eT aarp 
eT1O é . ° 
Ford Motor Company, beginning eee ber Eagle Oil, announcements | 
April 16, nightly 15 minute baseball|twice weekly for an indefinite pe- 
summary uso daily five minute|riod. WARD. 
shoe P og > lur of Ukor Delicatessen Products, an- 
aon — a — rapnbenreme }nouncements twice weekly for an in- 
baseball season. N. W. Ayer Agency. | gefinite period. WARD 
Both ovevr WJR. Tarzan Cleanser Chemical Com- 
Lee Sims School of Music, 15 min- | P@vy, annou ncements twice weekly 
, for an indefinite period. WARD. 
ute musical transcriptions; started Berner’s Drug Company, announce- 
March 1 to run indefinite. Philip O.| ments twice weekly for an indefinite 
Palmer Agency. WJR. period. WARD. he 2 
Old Age Pensions, Ltd., sponsored rree Mark Shoes, daily announce 
: ments for an_ indefinite period. 
by the Townsend plan; started) waRDp. 
March 7: 15-minute talk, transcrip- Barney Clothes, renewal, for 17 
tions. weekly for three weeks. Placed | Weeks on Five otar Final. Placed 
direct. WJIR. my Bess & Schillin, Inc. 
15 a — pd ae sac seal ‘eon Textile Refinishers, once Ww eekly, for 
weekly beginning March 19 for 13 10 weeks, presenting Mss Katherine 
weeks. WJR and ¢ alliope. } laced through Philip 
Kennedy Clothes, three five-min- | Ritter Company. WMC A. = 
ute sports programs each week for L Italiana, Inc., Sunday program, 
indefinite Placed direct WJR. for 13 weeks, present ng an amateut 
Milcon Company, one 15-minute| hour in Italian, WOV. 
program weekly, for four weeks; a. Ceribe Ui & Co., daily, presenting 
starte1 March 4: Tim Dolittle and the Good Samaritan of the Air, 13 
Mounta'‘neers. MeJunkin Advertis- weeks. Wwov. ; hae ae ot: 
ing Ageney. WJR. Gold Recleiming Corporation, six 
; . half-hour programs weekly, for 52 
weeks, presenting Timely Tunes. 
WNEW. 
Pulaski Products, two announce- 
AR i HUR ments daily, for 13 weeks. Placed 
through Bess & Schillin. WNEW., 
Broadway Outlet, three spot an- 


TRACY 


“THE STREET SINGER” 
DR. SCHOLL’S PRODUCTS 
7:30-7:45 E.S.T. 


Tues.-Thurs.-Sat. 
WOR-WLW-WGN-WXYZ 


Evenings, 





Direction 


Rocke Productions 


RKO Bidg., New York City 














SAM 
HEARN 


“Mr. Schlepperman” 
with Jack Benny 
7 P.M., Sun., WJZ 

Featured on 
Mark Hellinger’s 

Penthouse Program 

8 P.M., Wed., WJZ 


Direction Rocke Productions 


nouncements daily, five days a week, 
for 13 weeks. Placed through Bess 
& Schillin, Inc., WNEW. 
Diorogen Cream, three quarter 
hours weekly, for an indefinite pe- 
riod. Placed through Small, Klepp- 
ner & Seiffer, Inc. WNEW. 
Restland Sales, renewal, for 13 
weeks on Sundays at 1:30, present- 
ing Old Songs of the Church. WOR. 
Mennen Company, trans-radio 
press service, three times weekly, 
for 52 weeks. Placed through Kiese- 
wetter agency. WOR. 

C. Houston Goodiss, renewal for 13 
weeks, presenting health talks on 
Thursdays, starting March 14. WOR. 


Larus & Bros. Co., presenting the 
Corn Cob club for eight weeks. 
WOR. 


Sterling Compny, series of spot an- 
nouncements for an indefinite period, 
conducting a name contest. WINS. 

Fairview Cemetery Company, Sun- 
day hour, for 26 weeks, presenting 
Joseph Mendelsohn, baritone; Belza 
Roza, organist in Songs of the Heart, 
WINS. 

United States Lines, renewal, on 
Tuesday hour with Elsie Maria Troja 
and Hans Muenz in a German 
travelogue. WINS. 

Lindholm Company, Inc., daily pro- 
gram for 13 weeks, with Jack Doug- 
las Relatives. Placed through Kelly, 





Nason & toosevelt Advertising 





mee 


BEULER 





GEORGE 


BARITONE 


CALIFORNIA PERFUME PROGRAM 
Twice Weekly 


Personal Management 


NELSON S. HESSE 


125 East 56th St., New York City 


Agency. WINS. 

Washington State Apple Bureau, 
daily morning program, for an in- 
definite period, with Helen Merchant. 
WINS. 

Drug Trade Products, Inc., daily 
program for 52 weeks, with Happy 
Valley Folks transcriptions. Placed 
through Heath-Seehof, Inc. WINS. 

Germania Tea, daily morning pro- 
gram for 52 weeks, presenting Ha- 


waiian Fantasies, transcriptions. 
Placed through Heath-Seehof, Inc. 
WINS. 


Kolor-Bak Dye, daily program, for 
52 weeks, presenting disk entertain- 


ment. Placed through Heath-Seehof, 
Inc. WINS. 
Calonite and Acidine Products, 


daily program for 52 weeks, present- 
ing Ted Fiorita and June Irwin, 











HERB 


KINGSLEY « 


VICKI 


CHASE 


WABC 


Saturday Nites at Eight 


ROXY REVUE 


Opened at the Versailles Club 
Special Arrangements and Material 
Exclusively by 
JEAN PAUREL 
Direction, WM. MORRIS 


transcriptions. Placed through 
Heath-Seehof, Inc. WINS. 
Grossman Furniture Company, 30 
times weekly with spot announce- 
ments, for an_ indefinite period. 
Placed through Bess & Schillin, Inc. 
WHOM. 
Broadway Outlet Store, 60 times 
weekly, series of spot announce- 
ments, for an_ indefinite period. 
Placed through Bess’~ Schillin, Inc. 
WHOM. 

Italy Laboratories, once weekly, 52 
weeks. Placed through Bess & 
Schillin, Inc. WHOM. 
Broadcasting Abroad, Inc., 
times weekly, series of spot an- 
nouncements, 52 weeks. Placed 
Placed through Bess & Schillin, 
Inc. WHOM. 


seven 





—— 





Brown €& Schiff, Inc., six times 





THE ULTIMATE IN 
NOVELTY PROGRAMS 


BORRAH 
MINEVITCH 


WOR, 8 8:30 P. M. 
Every Tuesday 


REID'S ICE CREAM 


weekly, spot announcements during 
Don Dunphy's sports program, for 
an indefinite period. WHOM. 

Diaz Macaroni, six times weekly, 
with a quarter-hour, and a half-hour 
run on Sundays, 52 weeks. WHOM. 

G. Ceribelli & Co., seven quarter- 
hours, 13 weeks, foreign program. 
WHOM. 


PHILADELPHIA 

John B. Stetson, starting March 4, 
participation program for four weeks. 
N. W. Ayer Agency. WFIL. 

Milson Company (cosmetics), one 
15-minute period weekly, featuring 
Vaughn De Leath. Placed through 
McJunken Agency, for four weeks. 
WFIL. 

Kelwinator, starts March 17, for 13 
weeks, six 15-minute periods weekly, 








; . = 
ments twice weekly for an indefinite 


musical program. Placed by Feigen- 
baum Agency. WFIL. 

Anderson Laboratories, five 10- 
minute periods weekly, featuring the 


‘Voice of Destiny.’ Placed for 13 
weeks by the Marbin Agency. 
WEIL, 


1. and Q. Shoe Company, six five- 
minute periods weekly, for 13 weeks 
starting March 15. Placed by Frehl- 


ling and Jourdet. WFIL. 
Grunow Refrigerators, two an- 
nouncements daily, for 13 weeks 


starting March 15. Placed by Pierce- 
Phillips Agency. WFIL. 

John B. Connelly, one 16-minute 
program weekly for 13 weeks, start- 
ing March 25. Placed direct. WFIL. 


Ford Motor Company, 15-minute 
program at opening of new show- 
room, with Alan Scott. Placed by 
N. W. Ayer. WCAU. 


Junket Ice Cream Miz, participa- 
tion in Women's Club of the Air pro- 
gram for 13 weeks, Placed by Mit- 
chell-Faust Agency. WCAU. 

YVarch of Time (newsreel), tie-in 
with spot announcements for Fox 
Theatre showings. Placed by Batten, 
sarton, Durstine and Osborne. 
WCAU, 

American Oil, ten spot announce- 


ments. Placed by Katz Agency of 
Baltimore. WCAU. 
Tom Walker Co. (Three Rivers 


Whiskey), three 15-minute programs 
weekly with Jim Fettis, orchestra. 
W. S. Hill Agency. WCAU. 
Northrup King Co. (garden seeds), 
30 spot announcements. Placed by 
Olmsted-Hewitt Agency. WCAU. 
California Perfume Co., one 15- 
m'nute electrical transcription 
weekly for 13 weeks. Placed by 
Lucky Bowen Agency. WCAU. 
Bernard Perfume Company, five- 
minute electrical transcriptions, once 
weekly for 13 weeks. Placed by 
Helmer-Swenson. WCAU. 
American Tobacco Company (Her- 
bert Taryton), five 15-second spot 
announcements, recorded, daily for 
thirteen weeks. Lord and Thomas 


Agency. WCAU. 

Dixor of Paris (perfume) 15-min- 
ute electrical transcriptions, once 
weekly for three weeks. Placed di- 
rect. WCAU. 

Thresher Brothers, Inc. (silks), 
spot announcements, three times 


weekly until March 18, on Magaz.ne 
of the Air program. Placed by Thos. 
Harkins Agency. WIP. 

Henry Tetlow Company (flour), 
three spot announcements weekly on 
indefinite contract, Geo, Moll 
Agency. WIP. 

Select Shoppe (dresses), 45-second 
spot announcements, expiring Sep- 
tember 30. Placed direct. WHIP. 

Phila, Electric Company, two spot 
announcements daily, on Magazine 
of Air program, for four weeks. 
Placed direct. WIP. 

Suntex Chemical Company (hair 
bleach), participation in Home 
Makers’ program, three times weekly 
until June 8. Contract direct. WIP. 

Dioxogen Cream (cosmetics), three 
spot announcements weekly with 
contract expiration indefinite. Placed 
by Small, Klopper and _  Seiffer. 
WIP. 

B. J. Fur Company, 15-minute mu- 
sical program once weekly, until May 
25. Placed by Sternfield-Godley 
Agency. WIP. 

Tarpinod, three announcements 
weekly. Feigenbaum Agency. WIP. 





ATLANTA 

Atlanta Journal is sponsoring over 
its own station, WSB, Series of 
‘What Would You Do?’, transcrip- 
tions. Answers to problems are 
printed day following broadcast in 
Want Ad section of the Journal. 
Series runs twice a week, Mondays 
and Thursdays. 

March of Time, 
transcription. WSB. 

Walker Remedy Company, Water- 
loo, Ia., 26 one-minute transcriptions. 
WSB. 

Grant and Company, Atlanta in- 
vestment house, 101 100-word an- 
nouncements. WSB. 

American Cil Company, nine 50- 
word night-time announcements. 

Carter’s Little Liver Pills, 156 one- 
minute transcriptions. WSB. 


BOSTON 

La Touraine Coffee (W. S. Quinby 
Co.), 65 one-minute announcements 
on ‘After Dinner Revue’ at approxi- 
mately 7:44 p.m., Mondays to Fri- 
days; started March 4, end May 31. 
Through Imgalls Advertising Com- 
pany. WEEI, Boston. 

Big Bear Markets, 65 one-minute 
announcements on ‘Evening Tattler’ 
program; started March 4, ending 
May 31, Mondays to _ Fridays. 
Through Greenleaf Company, Bos- 
ton. WEEI. 

Du-Pak, 39 one-minute announce- 
ments on ‘After Dinner Revue,’ 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
starts March 11,end June 7. Through 
Birmingham, Castleman and Pierce, 
Inc. WEEI. 

Boston Globe, continuance of pres- 
ent schedule, March 3 to March 30, 
24 25-word cut-ins, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays at 
9:45 am., Tuesdays and Thursdays 
at 10:30 a.m.; four 125-word an- 
nouncements on ‘Tattler,’ Saturdays 
only; 20 125-word announcements on 
‘After Dinner Revue,’ Monday to 
Friday; four 125-word announce- 
ments, Saturdays only at 6:45 p.m. 
Through Harry M. Frost Agency. 
WEEI. 

Bromley Shepard Company, final 
announcement, preceding Metropoli- 
tan Opera broadcast, Saturday, 


one one-minute 








March 16; then schedule changed to 


Thursday, 2:55-3:00 for seven pro- 
grams starting March 21, ending 
May 2. Through Marion Clarke. 
WEEI,. 

Jordan Marsh Company, 66 hour- 
ly flashes, start March 6, end March 
19. Through Harry M. Frost Agency. 
WEEI. 

Waitt & Bond, Inc., 364 participa- 
tions in Yankee Network News Serv- 
ice, once daily, Through B. B. D, & 
O., New York. ° WNAC. 

+ Gold Reclaiming Corp., 39 15-min- 


ute programs, TueSdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays; began March 4. 
Through David Malkiel, Boston. 
WNAC, 


G. Fuller & Son, 27 15-minute pro- 
grams Mondays and Fridays, begin- 
ning March 15. Through Wood Put- 
nam & Wood, Boston. WNAC. 

Globe Newspaper Co., 32 15-word 
announcements, and 28 15-word ,an- 
nouncements, two daily, renewal ef- 
fective March 4. Direct. WNAC, 

Houghton & Dutton Co., 52 one- 
minute electrical transcriptions, two 
daily except Sunday, renewal effec- 
tive March 1. Through David Mal- 
kiel, Boston. WNAC, 

AC Spark Plug Co., 52 one-minute 


electrical transcriptions, two daily, 
beg nning April 3. Through D. P. 
Brother & Co., Detroit. WNAC. 


M. & P. Theatres Corp., 26 one- 
hour programs, Mondays; began 
March 4. Direct. WAAB, 

Big Bear Market, 364 15-word an- 
nouncements, three daily, Mondays 
through Saturdays; began March 4. 
Through Greenleaf Advertising, Bos- 
ton. WAAB. 

Boston Globe, 15-word an- 
nouncements, one daily except Sun- 
day; began March 4. Direct. WAAB. 

Stakolite, Inc., 52 15-minute pro- 
grams, Mondays; began March 4. 
Through Harry M. Frost, Boston. 
WAAB. 

Friend Brothers 


52 


(Food products), 


52 15-minute programs, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, beginning 
March 15. Through Ingalls Adver- 


tising, Boston. WNAC. 

Acme White Lead & Color Works 
(Lin-X), 26 15-minute programs, re- 
newal effective March 5. Through 
Henri Hurst & McDonald, Chicago. 
WNAC. 

Wadsworth, Howland & Co., 
26 125-word announcements, 
days, beginning March 18. Through 
McCann Erickson, N. Y. WNAC. 

Globe Newspaper Company, 56 15- 
word announcements and 28 30-word 
announcements, three daily, renewal 


Inc., 
Mon- 


effective February a. Direct. 
WNAC. 
Joyce Brothers (Clothiers) 105 


temperature reports, one daily, began 
February 10. Through Chambers & 
Wiswell, Boston. WNAC. 
Henley-Kimball Company (Hudson 
Essex Dealers) 78 100-word an- 
nouncements, one daily except Sun- 


day, began February 8. Through 
Scott Advertising Agency, Boston. 
WAAB. 


JERSEY CITY 

Dif Corporation, Garwood, N. J., 
one half-hour weekly, for an indefi- 
nite period, presenting Sally and 
Sam with the Dif Kiddies, originat- 
ing from stage of the State theatre 
in Jersey City. Placed through Dale 
Kennedy, Inc. WAAT. 

Castle Products, Newark, N. J., 
seven 15-minute programs weekly, 
using disk service, for an indefinite 
period. WAAT. 

Tad Rubber Company, series of 12 
announcements for an indefinite pe- 
riod. Placed through Bess & Schillin, 
Inc. WAAT. 

Time Tire Company, series of 12 
announcements weekly for an in- 
definite period. Placed through Bess 
& Schillin. WAAT. 

Charles Michaels, six 15-minute 
periods weekly, for an indefinite pe- 
riod, presenting the Happy Ranger. 
Placed through Bess & Schillin. 
WAAT. 

Ten Food Products, Inc., five days 
weekly with J. X. Loughan in 
charge, for an _ indefinite period. 
WAAT. 

Charles Nestler, three 15-minute 
periods weekly, for an indefinite pe- 
riod. WAAT. 

John Mullins Furniture Company, 
renewal on three 15-minute _ pro- 
grams weekly, for an indefinite pe- 
riod. WAAT. 


DUBUQUE, IA. 
Midwest Timmermann Co., three 


periods a week, 15 minutes, 
children’s program, local, Dana 
Ward scripting. For 100 broadcasts, 
WEBB. 


Hoppman Brake Service, daily spot 
announcement, Dubuque on Parade. 
For six months. WKBB. 

Farmers’ Supply Co, daily spot an- 
nouncement, Dubuque on Parade. 
For six months. WKBB. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 

A. C. Spark Plug Company, 52 one- 
minute electric transcriptions, Two 
broadcasts per week, Tuesdays and 
Fridays, night time, first series April 
1 to June 29 and second series Aug. 
18 to Nov. 16, Placed by Brothers 
and Company Advertising Agency. 
KGW. 

Bedell Company, 22 additional spot 


;} announcements, split schedule, day- 


time. KGW. 

Walker Remedy Company, 26 one- 
minute electric transcriptions, daily 
except Sunday, started March 11. 
Placed by Weston-Barnett Advertis- 
ing Agency. KEX. 





Carter Medicine Company, 156 five- 
minute electric transcriptions, split 


oo 


schedule, Monday, Wednesday an 
Friday, one year. Placed by Street 
and Finney Advertising Agency, 
KEX, 

Stanco, Inc. (Nujol), 26 quartere 
hour electric transcription program 
noon, Tuesday and Friday, start 
March 8, 13 weeks. Placed by Moe 
Cann-Erickson Advertising Agency, 
KEX,. 

Lewis and Cartwright, insurance, 
13 five-minute programs, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Sunday, split da 
schedule, one month. KEX, 

Bernard Perfumers, 27 two-minute 
announcements. Placed by H. VY, 
Swenson Advertising Agency. KGW, 

Montag Stove and Furnace Com- 


pany, weather reports. Placed by 
MacWilkins and Cole Advertising 
Agency. KGW. 


Stone and Margullis, jewelers, 52% 
weekly Sunday spot announcements, 
KGW. 

Excelcis Cosmetic Shoppe, spot an- 
nouncement' service, one month, 
KEX, 

American Tile Company, 15-minute 
program, one month, KXIL, 

Power Plant Engineering Com- 
pany, spot announcement service, one 
month. KXL. 

Kaufman Hat Factory, 15-minute 
daily program, one month. KXIl, 

Edwards Furniture Company, spot 
announcement service, one month. 


KXL. 
Columbia Distributing Company, 
Globe Beer, 15-minute program, 


daily, one month. KXL. 

George H. Fitzgibbins, Libby and 
Owen Glass, spot announcement ser- 
vice, one month, KXL. 
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CLAIRE 


“Abe Lyman's Waltz 
Time” 
(PHILLIP’S MILK OF 
MAGNESIA) 


“Lavender and Old 
Lace’’ 


(BAYER ASPIRIN) 
WABC, Every Tues., WEAF, Every Fri, 
8-8:30 P.M. 9-9:30 P.M. 
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Direction, LESTER LEE, RKO BLDG, N ¥®, 


RAY NOBLE 
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New York 


Frank A. Seitz, vice-prez of 
WFAS, White Plains, on the sick 

st. 

. Rowland Field of Brooklyn Times- 
Union interviewed over WARD by 
Dick Weaver. 

Lang and Squires added to the 
Shadow program. 

Carl Hoff settled at last at the 
Hotel Windsor. 

Leroy DeMott assisting Fred 
Raphael now over WHN. 

Artie McGovern, trainer to air 
shortly over WMCA. 

Air dramatization of James Hil- 
ton’s best-seller ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ 
is planned over WJZ on March 20. 

Big doings during Paul Whiteman 
Week with maestros gathering on 
March 14 for a session. 

Fred Allen appointed a member of 
Atlantic City police department 
Sunday (9). 

Irene Beasley, playing vaude in 
Troy, dropped into Albany’s WALBY 
studio and sang several numbers 
for William H. Haskell, Albany 
News radio col. who is fill in a 
hospital. Bill listened in with a 
bedside set. Irene also read a poem 
written by Marion Brewer, air vo- 
calist. 

Rufus Steele, who by-lines ‘The 
March of the Nation’ in the Chris- 
tian Science Monitor,’ birthday- 
greeted on the air by his friend, 
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1619 Broadway, New York 


0105010 
fred allen’s 


“TOWN HALL...TONIGHT!” 
HOUR OF SMILES 


with 
PORTLAN D HOFFA 











JOHN BROWN 
MINERVA PIOUS 
EILEEN DOUGLAS 
Material by Fred Allen and @&® 
Harry Tugend 
Management, Walter Batchelor 
Wednesdays 
9-10 P.M., E.S.T.—WEAF 


oOrI0 E101 





HADIO 


ee eee te SO ee 











Radio Chatter 


Cheerio (Charles K. Field): Latter 
gave extended description of Steele’s 
pageant-play, ‘The Death of Ugh,’ 
produced in the Redwood Forests 
of California. 

As late as Thursday (7) WNEW 
was still trailing with the Winchell 
boot on Mrs. Guy Lombardo’'s death. 
Sympathetic reference was made 
prior to playing a Lombardo disk. 

Elsa Maxwell, party thrower and 
now appearing in ‘Deluxe,’ will be 
heard over WMCA, New York, to- 
night (13) at 6:45 p.m. A. L. Alex- 
ander, chief announcer, will handle 
the interview. 
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Tom Manning, WTAM_  sports- 
caster, back from _ broadcasting 
Florida with a terrific sun-tan. 

John F. Patt, manager, WGAR, 
made Kentucky colonel (second 
million) and took wife for cruise to 
Florida and Cuba. 

WTAM being completely redec- 
orated, as result of new three-year 
lease on its Cleveland plant. 

Howard Bosman, radio veteran of 
14 years, joining WHK’s sales force 
March 15 under Burt Squire. 

Helen Wyant pinch-hitting on 
WHkK’s organ until permanent suc- 
cessor to Vincent Percy is picked. 

H. B. McNaughton, former as- 
sistant manager WTAM, leaving 
Cleveland to manage WTBO in 
Cumberland, Md. Station is a 250- 
watter on 800 kilocycles. 

Carl Payne, staff pianist at WLW, 
Cincinnati, a daddy. Babe named 
Dorothy. 

French Lick Springs Hotel Co. 
has revamped its Pluto Water 
weekly programs on WLW, Cincin- 
nati. Joe Brattain’s ork supplanted 
by Henry Thies combo. Mary Al- 
cott is doing the warbling instead 
of Dorothy Frederick and Bailey 
Axton passed the m.c. job to Bob 
Nolan. 

Howard Krell has replaced Jo- 
hanna Grosse as organist on the 
Moon River slumber hour program 
of WLW, Cincy. Kreéll, a localite, is 
new on the air. 

Virgil Reider has been appointed 
special sales rep of Crosley’s WLW 
and WSAI in Chicago, with office in 
the Wrigley Bldg. Selection made 
by E. A. Wegert, Crosley sales mgr. 

Mutual Broadcasting System will 
pick up an hour of dance music on 
Thursday nights from the Gibson 
and Netherland Plaza, Cincy. Ini- 
tial program by Barney Rapp’s ork, 
Gibson, and Phil Harris® combo, 
Netherland. 

Stations WSAI and WFBE, Cin- 
cinati, are carrying telegraphic play- 
by-play descriptions of the Reds 
training exhibition games. They 
also have their regular’ baseball 
blasters at the club’s conditioning 
camp in Tampa, Fla. to supply 
wired accounts of the players’ pre- 
liminary performances for nightly 
airing. 

Walter Barber is doing the ground 
work for WSAI and Harry Hart- 
man has the same role for WFBE. 
Spieling done by Don Hancock for 
the Crosley smallie and by Walter 
Callahan for WFBE. 


— 








Louisiana 


Capt. A. C. Pritchard, general 
manager of WWL, received a re- 
quest from Lee Harpole, of Cape 
Sarichef, Alaska, asking the station 
to send him five pounds of cow peas 
by parcel post, 

The 300th birthday of the New 
Orleans public schools will be cele- 
brated in a special broadcast over 
WSMB. 

Lillian Gerson, blues singer, has 
joined staff of WWL, New Orleans. 
Fortier High School band, winner 
of state school contest, has been 
booked for a series of Friday broad- 
casts over WDSU, New Orleans. 
WSMB proved a boon to more 
than one Mardi Gras Carnival truck 
ride. Learning that many organiza- 
tions found difficulty in securing the 
necessary conveyances, an an- 
nouncement campaign followed over 
station whereby more than enough 
trucks were secured to take care of 
the demand, 3 

Bill Brengel, WSMB program 
director, is assembling complete file 
on baseball players and teams. 
WDSU is making plans and secu- 
ring sponsor for broadcast of South- 
ern Association games in which 
local team participates. 

Kingfish Huey P. Long has ar- 
ranged for several broadcast periods 
of an hour or more over WDSU. 
WDSU staff scored beat on huge 
business district fire recently. Fur- 
niture store blaze was directly op- 
posite hotel quarters of station. 
Announcers moyed mikes to window 
and gave graphic word description. 

Myra Butz, staff pianist of WSMB, 
has been assigned to provide the 
music during commercially spon- 
sored health exercises by Prof. Ir- 
win Poche. 

Mrs. Anita M. Tolivar has inau- 
gurated an Italian language course 
over WWL. 

Local newspapers now carrying 
news of WSMB, WWL and WDSU 








Walla; 


lin addition to program schedules. 


Heretofore stations got Mmited news 
space. 

Peter Vacca of Los Angeles has 
been signed to handle Sunday Night 
Radio Jamboree’s of WWL. Tie-up 
with St. Charles theatre calls for 
four-a-day appearance of artists in 
addition to midnight show. 

Chicory concern now bankrolling 
WSMB health h ported, 


Georgi 





Paul Whiteman interviewed over 
WSB by Ernest Rogers, Atlanta 
Journal's Radio Reporter. White- 
man played to capacity at Erlanger 
theatre Saturday afternoon and to a 
jammed ballroom in the Shrine Mos- 
que that night. 

WJTL, Atlanta 100-watter, is on 
the market and probably will go to 
Jim Woodruff or Dave Parmer, of 
Columbus. Both Columbus radio 
men have put in an application for 
the Oglethorpe University station. 

Bernice Johnson, Dan Hornsby, 
Paris Lee, Ward DuVall, Roy Mc- 
Millan, Mareus’ Bartlett, Dana 
Waters and John Tillman, of WSB, 
threw a show for the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Dick Hartmann and His Crazy 
Tennessee Ramblers playing daily 
programs over WSB and WGST for 
Crazy Water Crystals. 

William Hibbert, WSB engineer, 
papa of a boy. 


Pacific Northwest 


John FEF. White, Jr., producer at 
NBC San Francisco, has joined the 
staff of KGW in the same capacity. 

Shopping News Morning Melodies 
program is now being released over 
the combined facilities of KXL, 
Portland, and KSLM, Salem. 

Johnny Walker, the Rogues quar- 
tet, the KOIN, Portland, quintet 
and an instrumental ensemble are 
united in presenting the program 
‘Rainbow’s End’ over KOIN and the 
Northwestern stations of the Col- 
umbia network. 

KGW’s new five kilowat RCA 
transmitter is now testing and is 
due to go on the air this week. 

Robert Haines and Mona Poulee 
are heard in the Evening Song pro- 
gram over KOIN. 

L. A. Pierce, formerly with Foster 
& Kleiser agency in Portland, has 
joined the KGW-KEX sales staff. 

Dwight Hoxie is the newest addi- 
tion to the staff of KXL, Portland. 
Formerly with KOIN and KALE. 

Carey Jennings, sales manager of 
KGW -KEX, Portland, has _ quit 
apartment life for a ritzy home on 
the heights with a view of three 
states. 

Gil Davenais and Fre Pool, heard 
on KOIN, Portland, were married 
recently. He sings with Loveland’s 
orchestra, and she at Kelly’s Res- 
taurant. 

Norm Thompson is commentator 
on the weekly wrestling over KXL, 
Portland. He took this program 
over from Carrol Hansen. 

Larry Allen celebrated his first 
month as general manager of KGW- 
KEX by personally signaturing 
Portland department stores in a big 
way. The first time the trick has 
been done. Lipman Wolfe buys half 
hour show Sunday nights, Van 
Fleming and his gang with Bart 
W oodyard’s orchestra will entertain. 

After close to a year of weekly 
broadcasting of its Hop Gold Revue 
Star Brewery has enlarged its radio 
program to bring to the Pacific 
Northwest a _ serialized entertain- 
ment, Krausmeyer and Cohen. Sta- 
tions now broadcasting the program 
are: KOIN, Portland; KVOS, Bel- 
lingham; KOL, Seattle; KIT, Ya- 
kima; KFPY, Spokane; KUJ, Walla 
KMED, Medford; KF\JI, 
Klamath Falls, and KLX, Oakland. 
Jack Frost, RCA engineer, has 
been in Portland for some time in- 
stalling a new transmitter for sta- 
tion KGW and KEX, 

E. A. Waite, representative of 
Benton and Bowles, New York City, 
recently in Portland. 

KFQR, Anchorage, Alaska, has 
taken three mystery serials from 
Radio Transcription of America, 
Hollywood, for sponsorship by local 
firms. 

Al Barnard, assistant engineer at 
KIDO, Boise, Idaho, {s the father of 
a boy. 








New England 


Doric Albiani, baritone airing 
through WHDH, Boston, goes on 
new schedule: Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, 10:20 to 10:30 a, m. 

Norma Scott new vocalist from 
WHDH, Boston. 

‘Contest News,’ emanating from 
ABC, now clears through WHDH, 
Boston, instead of WMEX, Boston. 
Mondays and Fridays, 7:45 to 8:00. 

New sustainer at WBZ, Boston, is 
‘The Children’s Corner,’ airing at 
5:30 Saturdays. Planned to take 
same period as ‘Singing Lady,’ on 
Monday to Friday. Presided over 
by a Wellesley College psychology 
student and features Eleanor Bene- 
dict, 13-year-old cellist; the ‘Two 
Sunshine Kiddies’ (Hawaltian gui- 
tars): and Helen Young, 13-year- 








old vocalist. 
Virginia Read tg announcing and 
¥ Pe 


scripting the Harmony Foundation 
Garment broad:ast over WbBzZ, 
Boston. 

Harold (Kit) Katan, WNAC, Bos- | 
ton, control room, doing the house- 
work since his wife broke her ankle 
Feb. 10. 

‘The Hemingways,’ once known] 
as ‘Jane and John,’ from once-a- | 
week to three-a-week over WNAC 
Boston, by popular demand. Sketch 
authored by Fred Bishop. 

Joe Mitchell Chapple, who reads 
verse over WNAC, Boston, six morn- 
ings a week at 7:30 a.m., for Coward 
Shoe, was guest speaker at the! 
opening of the Lincoln Memorial in 
Milton, Mass., on Feb. 12. 

Bud Peters back at WNAC after a 
fornight in the hospital, 

Thomas G. Hussey, formerly of 
WRUF, University of Florida Sta- 
tion at Gainesville, on WNAC- 
WAAB, Boston, announcing staff. 

New soprano voice over WEEI, 
Boston, is Carol Flint, singing Mon- 
days at 4:15. 

Cards out on wedding of Joe 
Weed, New York representative for 
the New England network, to Miss 
Ruth Pederson of New York. lloney- 
mooning in Florida. 

Duke Dewey and his music trans- 
fer from WBZ to WHDH, Boston, 
this week, 

WHDH, Boston, cleared a new 
commercial from ABC Sunday 
(Essem Products) 2:30 to 3:00. 

Announcer on WDEV, Waterbury, 
Vt., drew a series of laughs and a 
few howls when he referred to the 
Fanny Allen Hospital of Winooski, 
Vt., as the ‘Fanny Hospital.’ 

WCAX, Burlington, Vt., will hold 
the first of its college air debates 
with a traveling team from Stan- 
ford U., of Palo Alto, meeting the 
debaters of the University of Vt. 
Scheduled to take place at comple- 
tion of the station’s usual program, 
it will take an hour. No decision 
will be rendered. 

Reggie Fields and Dot Murphy, 
doing ‘Ellen and UBill,”’ dramatic 
sketch, on WCAX. 

‘Three School Maids,’ formerly 
with WGY, signed for a series over 
WCAX, Burlington, Vt. 

Sixth anniversary’ at WICC, 
Bridgeport, for Chief Engineer 
Garo W. Ray and first for News 
Editor Frank Silva. 

Fairfield County amateur hamfest 
skedded March 24 at Hotel Barnum, 
Bridgeport. Irving Strauss, RCA, 
will guest. 

Yale discovering New Haven 
studios of WICC, All-Spanish de- 
bate and Bandoliers, octet, both on 
in week. 

Audrey Deverill, WICC song- 
stress, lead in ‘H, M. S. Pinafore’ 
April 1 at Stamford High school. 

WICC ailers: Dolores Hanford 
and Mrs. Rachel Smith. 

Jeanne Le Mieux, soprano at 
W1XBS, Waterbury, acquired by 
NBC. 

Felice Raymond, ‘Melody Girl,’ 
with Joe Luciano, piano, and Don 
Ragonese, guitar, spotted Sunday 
noons at WICC, Bridgeport. 

Vaughn de Leath writing folks 
at home she intends moving back 
to country address, Easton, Conn, 

Jane Dillon, WTIC impersonator, 
to Hollywood. 

Donald VanWart, Yankee web 
pianist, vacationing in Canada and 
recuperating from a recent auto 
crash, 

Gerry Harrison, Yankee Web's Di- 
rector of Public Relations, back 
from Florida with a nice coat of 
sunburn. 

Fannie Hurst went temperamental 
at the last minute, and refused to 
go on WNAC, Boston. Station exec's 
pleading in the rain did no good. 

Frances Johnstone, the Francine 
of Francine and her Bachelors, 
heard daily on WNAC, Boston, is 
a sister of Merle Johnstone, N. Y. 
band leader. 

Leland Bickford, Ed-in-chief of 
Yankee Network News Service, has 
a new book on the press, It is 
called ‘News While It Is News,’ the 
YNNS slogan. 

Dorothy Lovett and Arthur Wall- 
berg assigned to the Cubs Mate 
program at WPRO, Providence. 

Two additions to the engineering 
staff of WPRO, Providence, are El- 
ton Morde and George Sharpe. Staff 
now consists of Howard Thornley, 
chief engineer; Rudy Blomstrom, 
John Ferri and William Lawrence 
besides Sharpe and Morde. 

In search of a good sustaining 
program to fill a Saturday after- 
noon spot, WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., 
contacted the dramatic class of 
Northfield Seminary. Girls averag- 
ing about 17 put on one of station’s 
best skits under title ‘Your Family.’ 

Eleanor Royce and Bill Rose do- | 
ing ‘Lives of the Grants,’ dramatic 
sketch over WQDM, St. Albans, Vt. 

Arthur Bostwick, trumpet soloist, 
doing 15 minute musical program | 
over WQDM, twice weekly. ! 

WDEV has inaugurated a ‘Twi- 
light Story Hour’ daily as the last 
feature before its closing in the 
afternoon. Script is animal stuff | 
and directed to very young. 

Nan Howard of the WEEI, Bos- 
ton, staff visiting a gymnasium reg- 
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Morgan Spencer, WTCN “ane 
nouncer, has started a DX program 
for late Saturday night and dubbed 
it ‘Let’s DX.’ 

Al Lennon WTCN’s chief ene 
gineer, flew to New York on a deal 
for a new transmitter 

Earl Gammons back from N. Y 
via Detroit. 

Announcer handling the CBS net- 
work airing of the Minneapolis 
Symphony over WCCO Saturday 


| 


nights was chosen by lot at the 
studio. Ed Abbott the winnah 

Thomas Rishworth, KSTP’s edu- 
eational director, and ‘Uncle Tom’ 
to the kiddies, has heen averaging 
five talks a week before various 
school groups for the past four 
weeks. 

Sts anford Kroman, five years old, 
emcees KSTP'’s ‘Lyon Cub’ program, 
a niche in_ station’s Children’s 
Hour. "Ie’s so young (can’t read) 
that he has to memorize all his 
chatter. 

George Putnam, WDGY studio 
megr., at home entertaining attack 
of measles. Roy Waters pinch-hit- 
ting. 

KSTP presented a silver loving 
cup to the winner of the 1935 Min- 
nesota Duplicate Bridge tourna- 
ment, sponsored by the Bridge 
League of the Northwest. Cup re- 
mains in play perpetually, annual 
winner being given a tiny replica 
which he may keep. 
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AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


APPEARING NIGHTLY 
IN THE SILVER GRILL 
HOTEL LEXINGTON, NEW YORK CITY 
And on Columbia Records 
C.B.S. Coast-to-Coast Network 
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CHARLES PREVIN| 


CONDUCTOR 


REALSILK’S SILKEN 
STRING CONCERT 


N.B.C.—SUNDAYS 
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10-10:30 P.M., MT 


Personal Representative 
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Every Saturday Evening at 6 
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Direction, MARY SHANK 














ularly now in preparat ion for her 
annual attempt to swim from Prov- 
incetown to Highland Light in! 
Truro. | 

Charlie Bi station manager 
of WEEI, Be shame stowing away his 
ice fishing tackle in favor of his} 
fly-cas ting zea 

Ed Gisburne, production division 
|of WEEI, Boston, handing out | 
loaded cigars following his election 
to the schoo! board of Milton, Mass 
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Havana Hungry for the Americans, 


But Communists Just Won't Behave 


By ABEL GREEN 

Americans mean millions of dol- 
lars to Cuba, particularly Havana, 
every tourist winter season, and the 
natives are the first to realize it. 
But they blame everything for the 
international alarm on the local 
Communists, the hot-headed Hayana 
students, and almost any other Cu- 
ban faction which happens to be 
diametrically opposed to the per- 
sonal beliefs or inclinations of your 
chauffeur, the barkeep at Sloppy 
Joe’s or the Florida, the native with 
whom you barter for your rum, or 
the big department store managers. 

That's why, they point out, every 
native (the tourists aren’t molested 
in the least) that comes into any 
public building is as delicately 
frisked as such a deed may be per- 
formed—but frisked he or she is, 
nonetheless. It’s done with seem- 
ing perfunctoriness, but it’s thor- 
ough and undeniable. The matron 
coming into the store must open 
her purse or shopping bag; the 
amigo entering any similar estab- 
lishment is tapped on the hips and 
breast; the demure maidens must 
open their parasols, purses and sur- 
render their parcels. For a pine- 
apple may be lurking almost any- 
where. 

A sphere as small as a tiny apple 
ean blow an edifice to perdition, the 
obliging shopkeepers will tell the 
American tourist, and hence it’s for 
muttial safety of tourist and native 
that these precautions are being 
continued. Not that it’s necessary. 
Oh no! And just as one gets these 
assurances, somewheres around 
Morro Castle, or out near the La 
Playa beach, one hears the faint 
rumble of a pineapple that usually 
makes more noise than damage. 

“1¢F' 

For, such is the aura of Havana 
today. With result that the West 
Indies’ cruise itineraries all include 
asterisked notations that ‘if condi- 
tions don’t permit landing in Ha- 
vana, Jamaica (Kingston) will be 
substituted. 

But the Americans prefer Havana. 
Up until this past week, when the 
political fireworks erupted anew, 
many an American tourist has been 
chancing the Havana stopoff with 
little or no qualms as to his or her 
safety. 

For, doesn’t your motor driver as- 
sure you that your embassy pro- 
tects you and you've nothing to 
worry about? As one chauffeur ob- 
served, he’s Spanish, not Cuban, and 
similarly, his Spanish embassy will 
protect him, just as the American 
embassy will take care of tourists 
from the States, 

What's more, everybody’s very 
friendly; all want to reassure the 
American and Canadian visitors on 
the cruise liners that there’s nothing 
to disturb anybody. In the pre- 
1929 manner, as with the Englisne 
speaking gendarmes in the Paris 
Montmartre, Montparnasse and the 
boulevards, the Cuban constabulary 
similarly is represented at judicious 
spots by English-speaking police- 
men-guides who even oversee that a 
visitor's negotiations with the chisel- 
ing cab drivers aren't subjected to 
too much of a gyp. 

Perhaps the sole exception to this 
general affability is at the Eden 
Concert, an open-air pseudo-class 
cabaret, which slaps on a $1 couvert 
—charges 40c. for coffee and serves 
the cream, quite brazenly, at the 
table with the evaporated milk still 
in the can. Most of the others re- 
alize that the Americans and Cana- 
dians are more or less basically free 
with the b.r. and don’t try to over- 
do it. 

Nacional Show : 

Gran Casino Nacional stages spe- 
cial galas every time a winter cruise 
ship docks, tilting its regular $2.50 
club dinner to $3 per head, but 
worth it, There's no couvert; the 
divertissement is ultra; the gala Is 
the last word; the vintages authen- 
tic and within reason, and the hos- 
pitality 100%. This may be ex- 
plained in part, of course, by the 
presence of full gambling facilities 
on the-premises—baccarat, roulette, 
dice, birdcage, ete. 

Show comprises two crack bands, 
the Castro Bros, International Orc, 
and Voz de Oro’s native rumba 
combo. (It’s here that the Don 
Azpiazu and Ernesto Lecuano rumba 
orchestra held forth in the past.) 

Big wow of the Casino Nacional 
is Yvonne Nova, who fan-dances in 
her birthday suit. It’s the local 
Havana wow of the moment. 


Rene and Estella, billed as the 
Cuban rumba champions, are so 
good that they double into the 


downtown Eden Concert, but there 
have been some hotter rumbaites up 
north, notably around Ramon Sar 
bat’s Cubanacan in the Cuban- 
Spanish sector of Harlem, in New 
York. Maria Campana, toe dancer; 
Elia Granados, castenet specialiste, 
and Hortesnsia Coallo, Cuban blues 
singer, seem to click big with the 
natives. Fausto Campuzano is the 
special manager of the Casino, and 
a genial gent, as witness a couple of 
passengers on the 8S. S. Lafayette 
who went for the b. r. at the dice 
table and were able to pay off their 
dining room bill with a check which 
Senor Campuzano okayed. 
The downtown Eden has a very 
smart atmosphere in the country 
club manner of decor, with dancing 
underneath the stars, there being no 
roof. It’s a street floor nitery, and 
while it gets quite cool of nights in 
Havana, the two bands usually off- 
set any nocturnal chill. Best bet is 
to get a load of this from the bar, 
where the in @.ment in just one 
drink is a better idea than going 
for the mild take the boys put on at 
this spot. 
A joint such as few have ever 
witnessed before, and which should 
be pasted in the skimmer for next 
winter, is the Tros Hermanos’ low- 
down nitery this side of the Casino 
Nacional. It’s popularly — called 
‘Coney Island,’ and has so caught 
on that a No. 2 ‘Coney’ has sprung 
up, hence your. chauffeur-guide 
should be consulted first just to 
make sure it’s the right one. It’s 
also not to be confused with the 
Dos Hermanos’ spot further down- 
town. 

The McCoy 
This is a me coy native haunt, 
where four people with a flock of 
drinks walk out to a check of $2.90. 
As soon as the management gets 
hep and tilts the ante it'll spoil 
everything, for the natives won’t be 
able to handle the tariff. The show 
does better on throw money any 
time the wise tourist bunch gets in 
than it does all week at a time. 
They rumba like nothing else has 
been rumbaed hereabouts, Each 
version has a panto story attached 
to it—just to take the curse off. 
Hermanos’ Coney Island is com- 
parable to a native professional 
hangout—after all the talent gets 
through downtown they come to this 
outlying haunt for their own 
whoopee and bring the wise bunch 
with ’em. Thus, as on this occa- 
sion, the Cuban Clark Gable and a 
couple of ladies related to the diplo- 
matic service, masked in discreet 
dominoes, showed up for their own 
brand of jolly moments, It’s the 
Harlem and Onyx club of Havana, 
so to speak. 

Sans Souci, Montmartre, Verbena 
and La Llave are others in the class 
nitery category. All except the Ver- 
bena tack on a couvert. Jiggs Cab- 
aret is a native waterfront spot also 
worthy of a look-see. 

But the big money-maker is, as 
always, Sloppy Joe's. Reuben’'s 
prices, relatively, for over-the- 
counter drinks, but it’s worth it. It’s 
the Lindy’s of Havana as a wind- 
uppery, rivalled only by the El Cen- 
tral for  late-hour food. Latter's 
Morro crabs are as well known as 
is this native Havana crustacean. 

But the ultra Nacional hotel is 
slumbering. It’s a show spot for any 
capital, a beautiful place with all 
the swank accoutrements of a de 
luxe New York or Continental hos- 
telry, but ag the bellhops and cab- 
starter will tell you, the tourists 
just come to take a look, perhaps 
buy the latest American papers and 
periodicals. But they spend their 
coin elsewhere. No nite life in the 
hotel—can't stand the overhead. 
Since it was bombed in last year's 
revolutionary holocaust, any liquid 
br. went for complete renovations 
and redecorations—and the WNa- 
cional shows how much it cost. 

Jai-Alai continues a ‘must’ sport 
of native Cubans and all visitors. 
teserved seats $1.50. An interpreter 
is in constant and courteous at- 
tendance to explain everything. 
Drinks are served to your chair by 
amiable garcons; a daiquiri is 40c 
delivered, 

Jai-Alai 


There are two frontons running 
currently—a fronton being a jai- 
alai casino. The ‘old’ fronton 
sports the best players, although 
natives claim that the best Basque 
players of this hybrid lacrosse- 
handball game are currently exhib- 
iting in Spain. But there are a few 
nifty athletes still around. They col- 








Most Played on Air 





To famitiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around 
New York, the following is the 
listing of the songs most played 
on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the approximate 
number of combined plugs on 
WEAF, WJZ and WABC, 
Blue Moon 
Fare Thee Well, Annabelle 
1 Believe In Miracles 
Isle of Capri 
Moon Turns Green 
Everyday 
Singing a Happy Song 
Things Might Been Different 
| Was Lucky 
My Heart Is an Open Book 
Lullaby of Broadway 
Soon 
Clouds 
So Red the Rose 
When I Grow Too Old to Dream 
Little White Gardenia 
Haunting Me 
Believe It, Beloved - 

Sweet Music 
In My Solitude 
You and Night and Music 


LYMAN BUYS IN 
ON HWOOD, N. Y. 


Abe Lyman has purchased con- 
trolling interest in the Hollywood 
restaurant on Broadway... Deal also 
includes control of the Pavillon 
Royal on Long Island. Lyman 
bought Jacob Amaron’'s interest in 
both places, the price stated to be 
$75,000. Lyman and Joe Moss now 
have 75% of the Pavillon Royal, 
with John Steinberg holding the re- 
maining 25%. In the Hollywood 
Moss in more of an equal partner, 














Lyman’s end being around 55%. 
Moss, per usual, will operate. Jack 


Dempsey served as intermediary in 
the deal. 

Bob Goldstein, manager of Lyman 
and his band, will represent the lat- 
ter in the management of both 
places. Lyman in person and Ly- 
man band units will, of course, be 
featured, 

Hollywood restaurant deal stifles 
the previously negotiated deal for 
Lyman’s taking control of the 
Palais Royale, also on Broadway, in 
association with Earl Carroll. 


Meller Spot Folds 
Kansas City, March 12. 

Old Town Hall in the Hotel Kan- 
sas Citian, where old-time mellers 
have been presented for several 
months, folded Saturday (9). 

The hall and company were under 
direction of Louis Helborn and 
Frank White. 








lect $2,000 to $3,000 a month and, 
despite the fact that jai-alai is gen- 
erally conceded to be the world’s 
most strenuous sport, the myth 
about many of ’em passing off at 
the age of 32, because of the terrific 
strain to the heart, is one of those 
popular fallacies. Most of 'em live 
to regulation ripe old ages. What 
does happen is that an average of 
10 to 12 fatalities per annum from 
accidents, due to the hard ball ac- 
cidentally striking a player on the 
head, has given rise to the belief of 
an abnormal death rate directly re- 
sulting from the strain of the sport. 

Money is free and loose in Ha- 
vana, despite the sporadic and per- 
sistent political and labor troubles, 
as is evidenced by the heavy pari- 
mutuel betting which obtains at 
both frontons on points and on the 
games. Incidentally, unlike New 
York’s Madison Square Garden and 
similar establishments, a courtesy 
to chauffeurs for steering tourists 
to the jai-alai frontons, is that 
they're admitted on the cuff. That's 
just another manifestation of how 
much they want to re-capture the 
tourist trade. 

A visit to Havana isn’t complete 
without an o.o. of the native dance- 
halls, That tops almost every- 
thing. 

There are other nocturnal diver- 
tissements of a sort which, com- 
bined with the accepted amuse- 
ments, still make Havana the Paris 
of the Western World. That every 
American tourist is just as willing 
to leave some bucks in Cuba is il- 
lustrated on every cruise ship. 
Whenever the on-board wireless 
newspaper reports disturbances it 
always creates displeasure with 
the passengers at the thought that 
the boat may be forced to eliminate 





Havana as a gafe stopoff. 
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All Kinds of Nudity, but Dress-Up 


Number Tops 


7G’S FROM AIR DISCS 


MPPA Distributes Feb. Coin—Beats 
Jan. by $2,300 











Music Publishers’ Prote#%tive As- 
sociation is distributing this week 
some $8,500 collected during Feb- 
ruary from makers of radio discs. 

Divvy among the publishers for 
January came to $6,200. 





Sue Coast Spots for 
Ducking Tune Bite 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

Al Wertheimer’s ‘The Dunes,’ at 
Palm Springs heads the lst of en- 
tertainment spots where guests 
have been entertained with pop 
tunes without benefit of music li- 
cense fee to the authors, according 
to string of complaints filed in Fed- 
eral court by the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers. 

Five plaints comprise the latest 
batch of suits, with $259 damages 
asked in each instance for asserted 
copyright violation, 


Fields-McHugh Wanted 
For British Filmusical 


Hollywood, March 12. 
Songwriting team of Dorothy 
Fields and Jimmy McHugh has been 
offered the job of writing musical 
score and numbers for a British In- 
ternational filmusical slated to star 
Henry Hall and band, in addition to 
various English radio talent. 
Negotiations are now on for the 
team to sign deal which would take 
them to England for the assignment 
for three months. Pair just finished 
six songs for the Walter Wanger 
filmusical, ‘Every Night at Eight.’ 





PEPPY ‘TOO TIRED’ 


Shuts Chapeau Rouge for ‘De Luxe’ 
Role—But Biz Maybe Counted, Too 








* 

Peppy de Albrew’'s legit venture 
currently in the Broadway entry, 
‘De Luxe,’ caused him to fold his 
Peppy’s Chapeau Rouge nitery Sat- 
urday (9). Says he’s ‘too tired.’ 
Also admits that the state of busi- 
ness might have had something to 
do with it, as well. 

Dick Gasparre, maestro at the 
Chapeau Rouge, is figuring on re- 
opening the spot on his own. 


Digging Bands 
Baltimore, March 12, 

Due to current jam-up with N, Y. 
musicians’ union the ABC regional 
web has been burrowing out as 
many orks in the 10 towns it covers 
as possible. Local cog, WCBM, feeds 
one nightly, Sleepy Hall crew, en- 
sconced in Lord Balto hotel. 

ABC asked for others, but station 
nixed, intimating it considered no 
other ork current around here good 
enough to be piped out. 





L. A. MUSIKERS OFFICERS 
Los Angeles, March 12. 

Musicians club, affiliate of Local 
47, re-elected five of its seven di- 
rectors at the annual membership 
meeting. Those re-elected were C. 
L. Bagley, F. W. Forbes, W. B. Har- 
rington, J. W. Gillette and C. H. 
Porter. 

New board members, to replace 
Clarence Shaw and F. E. Whyte, 
who did not seek re-election, are 
Frank D. Pendleton and G. W. Teas- 
dale. 


WAXING HULA TUNES , 
Hollywood, March 12. 
RCA Victor has sent a disc re- 
cording crew to Hawaii with a port- 
able outfit to obtain 100 sides of is- 
land music for the Victor record 
catalogue, 
Platters will be made by various 
native bands and orchestras all over 
the islands. 


MONTE ROSA’S SHOW 


Monte Rosa, Italian restaurant 
located on W. 48th street, New 
York, for years, is installing a 
floor show for the first time. 

Show includes Frank Marino, 
Peter Gallo, Maria Donia, Retta 
Ray, Carlos and Carmencita, Maria 
Castelirano and Dick Pecorora’s 
orch. 











> . 


in Parisian Nitery 


Paris, March 3. 
New Tabarin show far outdoes 
everything which has preceded it. 
Costumes, dancing, stripping, all 
are better than in previous shows, 
Production is more ambitious and 
lavish than before, and spot more 
than holds its own, in face of new 
competition, as giving the best en- 
tertainment of its kind in town. 
Place has been redecorated, 
modern style, so that it looks lesg 
like a barn than before and show 
has more real acts in it than pre« 
viously. Original Pierre Sandrint 
Tabarin idea had as its backbone 
parades by nearly nude girls, in 
striking though scanty costumes, 
worked into a decorative and mus 
sical scheme. There is less of this 
in the current production, and in- 
stead there is more real talent. 
Quantity of nude work is lesg 
than previously, but what there ig 
of it tears the roof off. Costumes 
in general are more voluminous and 
very striking. Since Sandrini has 
the reputation of being the only 
showman in town who pays a live 
ing wage to everyone who works for 
him the payroll plus the costumes 
must make the nut considerable. 
Biggest sensation is a stripping 
number worked out with a coms 


bination of artistry and humor: 
‘Bath of the Parisienne in 1900. 
Number follows an actual 1938 


fashion show by the couture house 
of Philippe and Gaston, with mem- 
bers of the Tabarin cast serving ag 
mannequins, and a short parade in 
which some of the same girls show 
semi-nude parodies of costumes in 
vogue from 1790 to 1880. These 
serve as introduction to the 1900 
bath. 

Nady Clair enters fully dressed 
in elaborate 1900 style, followed by 
M. Leonce as an old beau. Latter 
sings throughout the number, regis- 
tering humorous ecstasy. 

Curtain rises on a bathroom with 
a practical old-fashioned tub, and 
Miss Clair is undressed by Mlle, 
Troisky, little Russian toe dancing 
comedienne, playing lady’s maid, 
She takes off a layer for every 
chorus Leon sings, and the suc- 
cessive series of petticoats, drawers 
and corset get roars. Finally, 
slowly and coquettishly, she drops 
her chemise and turns, completely 
nude, to get into the bath. 

Other nudism occurs in the last 
number of a series titled ‘Ballet of 
Trumps.’ Number represents spad 
and is played by a couple of color 
nude dancers. Ferass Benga and 
Mile. Mayom!. Both are magnificent 
physical specimens, and they hide 
nothing. After plastic posing, with 
Tabarin ballet as background, they 
go into a savage dance, which 1s ag 
hot and at the same time as truly 
beautiful and graceful as any in 
Paris. 

Sandrini has got hold of Chrysis 
de la Grange, nude rope girl acro« 
bat of the Alcazar show. 

Undressing on the rope, as done 
at the Alcazar, is abolished. Misg 
de la Grange enters from the room 
and climbs down her rope, clad in 
pants and with a long scarf on her 
head, She then does some extreme- 
ly fine acrobatics on the rope and 
and on a vertical bar at the top o 
it, climaxing with a fast horizont 
spin from the rope. 

Other notable performers are 
American girl, Jane Landis, beautie 
ful blonde known here as Miss 
America, and who does acceptable 
dancing as well as being decorative; 
three eccentric and acrobatic girk 
dancers billed as Michael's Sister, 
and Hileen O’Connor, fast toe dance? 
a little on the Gloria Gilbert style 
Ballet is led by four tall American 
girls brought over from New York, 

In spite of all the foregoing, show 
is stopped every night by the 
French Cancan troupe. This nume 
ber, a Tabarin tradition and never 
changed, is a fine example of 
Parisian conservatism. It is also & 
fantastically fast acrobatic dance 
number, and the girls—especially 
the two stars, Rapo and Renelly— 
handle the routine exceptionally 
well. Stern 


Hall’s Long Run 


Baltimore, March 1%. 


Sleepy Hall’s ork, current at the 
Lord Balto hotel, has had its option 
picked up again by the hostelry and 
will continue at spot till last of 
May. 

Band opened last September and 
is establishing longest consecutlve 
run any band has had around her@ 
in years. 





W. DOWNEY IN ARGENTINE 
Buenos Aires, March 12. 

Wallace Downey of Musica Intere 
nacional Downey, Ltda., is heré 
from Rio de Janeiro on an accord 
between Brazil and Argentine om 
public performing rights. 

Downey is the South American 
representative for a number 0 





American popular music publishers 
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| MPPA’S COMPLETE REORG. 





Plugs Shift to Out-of-Town Spots: | 
Pubs Furnish Wax; $3 Deadlock 


+ 


No indications of an approach- 
ing compromise between Local 802 


and the New York Hotel Men's: As- 
sociation on the $3 broadcast tax 
issue were evident yesterday (Tues- 
day). All but the NBC stations, 
WEAF and WJZ, have revised their 
late evening schedules as a result 
of the local hotel operators’ deter- 
mination to stay off the air until 
the $3 tax is rescinded. 

From the home office of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
it was learned yesterday that the 
international has the situation, cre- 
ated by enforcement of the $3 rule, 
under observation, but that the 
A. F. of M. will not intrude unless 
the matter comes within its juris- 
diction. This can only happen if 
a member of Local 802 appeals to 
the international from a fine im- 
posed as a result of violating the 
$3 rule. 

Several of the New York outlets 
have met the loss of dance pickups 
by shutting down their transmitters 
anywhere from a half hour to two 
hours earlier than usual. WNEW, 
which previously closed at 4 a.m., 
is calling it quits at 2:30 a.m., while 
both WABC, the CBS key, and 
WMCA have slipped their running 
time by half hour each. In place 
of pickups from dine and dance 
spots, WMCA is using live studio 
programs and transcriptions. WOR, 
while carrying some dance music 
has loaded up its late evening 


(Coameend on page 52) 


New Scoring 
System for 


Music Plugs 


New system for determining the 
relative rating of a performance is 
being devised by the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers. Shouldered with the job is 
a special committee appointed by 
Gene Buck. 

Previously the matter of settling 
performance values was left exclu- 
sively to E. C. Mills, the society's 
gen. mgr. Under the new method 
Mills will be relieved of his arbi- 
trary dispositions and a member 
will know the types of performance 
that constitute a full plug, a half 
plug or a quarter plug. 

fach full plug will be equivalent 
to one point, and the number of 
points accumulated during the pre- 
vious three months will play a 
major part in determining the rat- 
ing of a member at each quarterly 
royalty payoff. 


BANDS’ ‘WHITEMAN WK.’ 





ON 20TH ANNIVERSARY, 


The week of March 17-23 has been 
set aside as Whiteman Week by the 
dance band maestros to honor the 
ploneer in their profession. 

Preliminary midnight banquet 
at Jack Dempsey’s place, New York, 
March 14 will be attended by Rich- 
ard Himber who fathered the move- 
ment; Abe Lyman, chairman of ar- 
rangement; Fred Waring, Rudy 
Vallee, toastmaster; Jack Denny; 
Ozzie Nelson; Johnny Green; 
Freddy Martin; Ray Noble, and Glen 

way. 

Chicago committee comprises Jan 
Garber, Wayne King and Kay 
Kyser; Coast committee is headed 
by Guy Lombardo. 

All the name bands and others on 
the radio during r Whiteman Week 
will honor the jazz dean in one way 
or another. 

Nanquet will be broadcast by 
WiAF at 12 a. m. Thursday morn- 
ing. 














STOLEN BONDS 


Greenfeld Charged With 
Selling in Balto 


Aaron 


Baltimore, March 12. 


Aaron Greenfeld, a co-partner in 
the operation of the Manley Club, 
loop nitery, is being held in $20,000 
bail awaiting action of the Federal 
Grand Jury on the charge of hav- 
ing sold stolen bonds totaling near- 
ly $150,000 to the Equitable Trust 
of Balto, 

The bonds in question are alleged 
to have been thefted within the 
past year from banks in Dallas, 
New York, South Bend, Cincinnati 
and Pittsburgh. 


ASCAP MAKES 





NBC DEFENSE 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has taken 
over the defense of the $100,000 suit 
brought by Adolph Phillips, German 
actor-author-producer, against NBC. 
Phillips charges that the network 
violated the copyright law when it 
broadcast a tune out of ‘Alma, Wo 
Wonst Du?’ (‘Alma, Where Do You 
Live?’), German musical comedy, 
without first getting his permission. 

ASCAP assumed the task and cost 
of defending the action when it de- 
veloped that the broadcast number 
had come from the catalog of a 
society member, Remick, which 
NBC has permission to use under 
its blanket contract with the per- 
forming right organization. Remick 
published both a translation of the 
musical’s book and the score some 
20 years ago. 

Phillips, through his American 
agent, claims that he is still the 
lone copyright owner of the mu- 
sical comedy and that he had never 
authorized its American publication. 
He included ‘Alma’ in a repertoire 
of German scripts he and his com- 
pany presented at the 8th Street 
theatre about 30 years ago. 





BURKAN’S TRIP DELAYS | 
3 PUBS’ ASCAP SUIT, 


Nathan Burkan’s) absence _ in 
Hollywood defers the test suits by 
three music publishers against the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers until early 
in April. Robbins is suing on two 
causes, and E. B. Marks and Sam 
Fox have an action each. All are 
on more or less similar grounds, and 
by stipulation all four actions by 
the three music publishers will be 
tried simultaneously. 

Cach_ take: 
classification system of the Society 
and seeks to recover additional 
royalty melons from ASCAP on the 
strength of claimed increased stand- 
ing in importance. 

Burkan just got back and will 
handle the ASCAP defense. J. T. 
Abeles is counsel for all plaintiffs. 





Veloz-Yolanda in Palmer 
Heuse with Own Orch. 


Chicago, March 12. 

Ted Weems band leaves the Pal- 
mer House on April 17 for a one- 
nite tour. Will be replaced by the 
Freddy Martin orchestra, which will 
stick until May 30. 

On June 1 Veloz and Yolanda, 
dance team, will come in with their 
own orchestra. Orchestra will be 
batoned by Shep Fields. Veloz and 
Yolanda band angle is to shape an 


aggregation which may suit the; 
| principle, 


dance team for possible tour of ball- 
rooms. 


Rosita and Fontana, ballroomists, 
replace Maurine and Norva at the 
Plaza, New York, March 18. 





exception to the 








N ACCORD WITH 
NAA OUGGESTIONS 


To Follow Pop Code Au- 
thority’s Appointment— 
Revising By-laws 


bership Fee Rapped 





OVERHAULING 





Music Publishers’ Protective As- 
sociation will undergo a reorganiza- 
tion immediately following the es- 
tablishment of a permanent code 
authority for the pop music indus- 
try. Not only will the MPPA’s con- 
stitution and by-laws be radically 
revised, but the  organization’s 
method of operation will be put 
through a complete overhauling. 

Reorganization of the MPPA will 
be along lines suggested by the legal 
department of the NRA. In an an- 
alysis of the MPPA as a trade asso- 
ciation, the NRA’s legal contingent 
has found that it does not serve the 
interests of the majority of pub- 
lishers in the popular industry. 
Among angles complained about by 
the Washington legalites is the stiff 
fee asked by MPPA for membership. 


‘Not Representative’ 


To make the organization really 
representative of the trade, NRA’s 
lawyers pointed out, not only should 
this fee be appreciably reduced, but 
the method of electing officers and 
directors be so altered as to allow 
for a wider selection from the vari- 
ous business turnover strata of the 
industry. 

As the governing delegation of the 
MPPA now stands, it is without 
officers or directors who hold simi- 
lar positions in the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers. Wholesale resignations from 
the MPPA director came several 
months after the filing of the anti- 
monopoly suit by the U. S. govern- 
ment. 

View taken by the resigning pub- 
lishers was that if the government 
prosecutors were inclined to hold 
that their filling of directorships in 
both organizations was contrary to 
the law, they (the publishers) pre- 
ferred not to make an issue of the 
allegation. Their places will remain 
vacant on the MPPA board until 
after the reorganization. 





Manno and Stafford, dance team, 
opened March 5 at Sylvan club, 
Dallas, replacing Antoine and Andre 
and Hank the Mule. Hank went to 
the Shreveport auto show. 








and | 


Operation Method—Mem- 


‘Music Industry Co 
Years Effort; Sep 


ded After 2 


arate Authorities 


For Pop and Standard Divisions 


+ 





$3 Angle 


New York bands fear that 
the $3 tax on the Local 306 
A.F.M,. combinations will have 
dire repurcussions in other re- 
spects. 

When the networks started 
piping in out-of-town bands to 
fill out the late dance hours, 
it may mean the popularization 
of these outlying combos at the 
expense of the New York 
units. 


MUSIC INDUSTRY 
FORMALLY NRA 














Music publishing industry was 
brought last week under the juris- 
diction of the National Recovery Act. 
Following receipt of the approved 
code from Washington, the code 
committee for the popular faction 
met Wednesday (6) and nominated 
candidates for a permanent code 
authority. Ballots containing the 
names are now in the hands of all 
the active pop publishers in the 
country. Under the law the elec- 
tions must be confirmed by March 
24, 

As chairman of the code com- 
mittee, John G, Paine urged the 
publishers in the pop division to 
read the trade practice clauses in 
the code and notify all ernmpioyees 
immediately of these provisions. 
Paine further advised the publish- 
ers, in his circular letter, to use as 
strong language as is possible in 
making clear to their employees 
that a violation of these provisions 
is now a violation of the statutory 
law of the United States and is pun- 
ishable as such. 

Ballots mailed to the trade stipu- 
late that only five of the persons 
listed can be voted for. The code 
committee's candidates for the per- 
manent code authority, as contained 
in the ballot, are Louis Bernstein, 
Edward B. Marks, Edwin H. Morris, 
Charles Miller, John G. Paine, E. F. 
Bitner, Walter Douglas, Saul Born- 
stein, Jack Bregman, Will Von Til- 
zer and Harry Engel. The first five 
names in this group constitute the 





members of the pop code committee. 





Failure of Many Publishers to Sign 
New Contract Steams Up Composers 


Slated for an attack by the writer 
contingent when members of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers hold their 


annual meeting at the Ritz Cariton 
March 27, is the failure of the ma- 
jority of publishers to signature the 
new membership. contract. The 
present agreement among the 
members expires at the end of 1935. 

Few major publishers have to date 
put their monikers to the new 10- 
year contract. Signers include 
Crawford Music Co., G. Schirmer, 
Donaldson, Douglas & Gumble and 
J. Fischer & Bro. 

Provision which the recalcitrant 
publishers are contesting is the 
preamble to the contract which rec- 
ognizes the writer’s right to a 50% 
ownership in the copyright of his 
work. Publishers, who oppose this 
declare that in event of 
ASC AP’s dissolution they would not 
be free to dispose of a copyright 
without approal of the writer. Un- 


| der the prevailing system the pub- 


lisher doesn’t have to consult the 





writers: involved about their price 
preferences when disposing of the 
performing or any othcr rights toa 
work, 

One proposal made by the ob- 
jecting publishers is that the pre- 
amble be so modified as to invest 
the Songwriters’ Protective Associa- 
tion with authority to act for the 
writers concerned in a copyright 
sale. The deal would be made with 
the approval of the SPA and the 
publisher would turn over the 
writer’s half of the money to that 
organization for relay to the proper 


persons. Proponents of this com- 








Washington, March 12. 


Two years of effort to obtain a 
code of fair competition for the 
music publishing industry reached @ 
successful climax last week when 
the Industrial Recovery Board ap- 
proved a pact splitting the indus- 
try into popular and_e standard 
branches. Agreement became oper- 
ative Wednesday (6). 

Settling the troublesome problem 
of rivalry between pop and stand- 
ard publishers, NRA agreed to cre- 
ation of separate code authorities 
governing each division and ap- 
pointment of a co-ordinating com- 
mittee to handle matters affecting 
both branches. 

Reflecting the current government 
move to split up ASCAP and the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation under the anti-trust laws, 
the Recovery Board stipulated in 
the order of approval that its ac- 
tion, or approval of subsequent 
amendments, is not to be regarded 
as ‘approving, sanctioning, or con- 
doning’ any of the acts alleged as 
illegal in the petition filed by the 
United States in Federal court in 
New York last August against 
ASCAP and MPPA. 


38-Hour Week 


Final agreement provides a basic 
work week of 38 hours with a stand- 
ard minimum wage of $15, but per- 
mits 40 hours annual overtime for 
workers in indispensable positions 
and required during peak business, 
Extra time must be compensated at 
rate of time and a half for all hours 
over a seven-hour day and 38-hour 
week. Peak period week of 46 hours 
is allowed, while emergency main- 
tenance and repair workers are 
guaranteed time and a half for all 
hours over eight per day or 40 per 
week. 

Hour limitation exempts song 
pluggers, outside salesmen, emerg- 
ency repair and maintenance work- 
ers, and executives. Regular em< 
ployees are to get $15 with a mini- 
mum of 42ec for part-time workers. 

Code bans bribery of performers 
to plug songs, furnishing of special 
arrangements or orchestrations to 
performers and various advertising 
dodges. Latter clause bans pur- 
chase of space in benefit programs 
‘if the purchase is in effect a gift 
to or favor for any performer’ or is 
designed to ‘puff, flatter, compli- 
ment, or exploit any performer, 
singer, or orchestra leader.’ 

Other prohibitions affect practice 
of paying for use of publishers’ 
music for phonograph records, 
broadcasting, transcriptions, motion 
pictures, or other forms of enter- 
tainment. 

Publication of any compilation of 
songs or lyrics without special writ- 
ten permission of copyright owners 
also is outlawed. 

Divisional code authorities will be 
composed of five members to be 
elected by each braneh under the 
supervision of the divisional code 
committees and each c.a. will ap- 
point two members to the coord- 
inating committee, which will pick 
the fifth member. Government will 
name a rep to sit with each code 
authority and with the committee, 

Temporary C. A. 

During a visit to Washington last 
week John Paine was advised that 
the present code committee is au- 
thorized to act as the code autho ‘ity 
until the permanent supervisory 
quintet has been elected and in- 
stalled. Permanent members of the 
authority will hold their offices for 


promise also suggest that the pub- 
lishers agree to shoulder expenses/a year, 
entiled by the SPA in serving asin-| While the permanent code au- 
termediary. thority is being elected the present 

New membership contract has | executive grovp will concern itself 
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Capri Leads fe: 
Both Coasts: 
Feb. Biz Up 





Even without any smash tune to 
serve as pacemaker for the list, the 
sheet music business came vigor- 
ously to life the third week of Feb- 
ruary, with the result that the first 
week of March found the going 
equal to what it was for the same 
period the year before. Hefty pick- 
up in piano folio sales during the 
past month of February indicated 
that there was a marked movement 
in all sections of the country to dust 
off the parlor ivories. 

Improvement noted during the 
latter part of February will ob- 
viously stay the chains from going 
through with their threatened shut- 
down of counters in the smaller 
stores, at least for the time being. 
Syndicates had advised the pub- 
lishing trade that this step would 
be taken if the latter by Feb. 15 did 
not agree to establish a central 
shipping and merchandising service 
for chain outlets, 

‘Isle of Capri’ (T. B. Harms) had 
little difficulty leading the February 
sheet list by a wide margin, and was 
still holding that position in first 
week of March. Among the runners- 
up for February were ‘With Every 
Breath I Take’ (Famous), ‘When I 
Grow Too Old to Dream’ (Robbins), 
‘Lullaby of Broadway’ (Witmark) 
and ‘Fare.There Well, Annabelle’ 
(Witmark). Toward the end of the 
month there was an appreciable in- 
terest shown in ‘The Moon Turns 
Green’ (Berlin) ‘Old ‘Susanna Dusts 
Off the Old Piana’ (Irving Caesar) 
and ‘Little White Gardenia’ (Fa-: 
mous). 

In the mechanical field there was 
a slight upbeat during February. 
Ray Noble led Victor’s best six; 
Casa Loma registered as No. 1 for 
Decca, while Freddy Martin turned 
out to be Brunswick's white-haired 
boy. 





Chi Better 


Chicago, March 12. 

Business bounded back in Febru- 
ary, coming up into the higher fig- 
ures again after having taken a 
slight slough during the sub-zero 
days in January. With the easting 
of the weather the sales started 
back to higher ground, particularly 
noticeable in the frost-bitten areas 
to the north. 

‘Capri’ replaced ‘January’ as the 
leading sheet sales and, with ‘Lolli- 
pop’ rated as the big grosser during 
the past month, selling far ahead of 
their nearest competitors. ‘January’ 
grabbed the last run by a slight 
margin, being pursued closely by the 
newcomer, ‘When I Grow Too Old 
to Dream.’ Latter was out of the 
best seller list by a hair, and at its 
present pace should land high up in 
the blue-ribbon section. 

Dise sales kept pace with sheet 
music, rising sharply throughout the 
territory. 





Coast Keeps Chin Up 
Los Angeles, March 12. 
Smash hit over the sheet music 
— hereabout in February was 

immy Kennedy and Will Grosz’ 
‘Isle of Capri,’ published by Harms, 
which started to hit its stride late 
in January and led the February 
field by a wide margin. No new song 
hits came through, but biz held fair- 
ly strong. 

Disc market was firm though lit- 
tle in the way of outstanding num- 
bers received in the local market. 
‘Capri’ ran strong on the Victor cat- 
alog, though topped by ‘Blue Dan- 
ube’ for first position. Columbia 
kicked in with a couple of new re- 
cordings, ‘Garden of Weed’ and a 


FEBRUARY MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING FEBRUARY BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 





6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 
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CHICAGO 


LOS ANGELES 











Song—No. 1 
Song—No. 2 
Song—No. 3 
Song—No. | 4 
Song—No. | lo. 5 


























Song—No. No. 6 


‘Isle of | Capri’ 


‘Isle of Capri’ 


‘Isle of Capri’ 





‘On Good Ship Lollipop’ 


‘On Good Ship Lollipop’ 


‘On Good Ship Lollipop’ 





‘Blue Moon’ 


‘Blue Moon’ 


‘Blue Moon’ 





‘Dancing With My Shadow’ 


‘Tiny Little Fingerprints’ 


‘| Believe in Miracles’ 





‘| Believe in Miracles’ 


‘| Believe in Miracles’ 


‘June in January’ 





‘Tiny Little Fingerprints’ 








‘June in January’ 





‘Clouds’ 











3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for 
the sales, both sides are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘Where’s Smoke, There’s Fire,’ ‘isle of 
Capri’ (Freddy Martin Orch.) 


‘Isle of Capri’ (Freddy Martin Orch.) 


‘Don’t Be Afraid to Tell Mother’ (Jim- 
my Grier Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘You’re the Top,’ ‘i Get Kick Out of 
You’ (Ethel Merman-J. Green Orch.) 


‘Object of My Affection’ (Boswell Sis.) 


‘Every Breath | Take’ (Tiny Boswell) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


‘Object of Affection,’ ‘Written All Over 
Your Face’ (Boswell Sis-J. Grier Or.) 


‘Blue Moon’ (Ted Fio Rito Orch.) 


‘On Good Ship Lollipop’ (Ted Fio Rito 
Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No 4 


‘Hi-De-Hi in Your Soul,’ ‘Sauce From 
faravy Bowl’ (Cab Calloway Orch.) 


‘Little White Gardenia’ (Hal Kemp 


Orch.) 


‘| Believe in Miracles’ (Don Bestor 


Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 5 


‘Little White Gardenia,’ ‘I’m Going 
~ Shopping With You’ (Hal Kemp Or.) 


‘On 4 Ship Lollipop’ (Ted Fio Rito 
Orch 


‘Debutante Waltz’ (Don Bestor Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


‘Believe It, Beloved,’ ‘Dancing With My 
Shadow’ (Freddy Martin Orch.) 


Stine (Duke Ellington) 


‘Old Faithful’ (Joe Morrison) 





COLUMBIA—No. 1 


‘Blue Moon,’ ‘Throwin’ Stones at Sun’ 
(Benny Goodman Orch.) 


‘So Close to Forest’ (Henry King Orch.) 


‘Garden of Weed’ (Reginald Forsythe) 











MBIA—No. 2 ‘| Believe in Miracles,’ ‘Don’t Be Afraid | ‘Music Hall Rag’ (Benny Goodman| ‘Hula o Ka Aina’ (Andy Iona Orch.) 
— to Tell Mother’ (Jack Little Orch.) Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 3 ‘Keep Rhythm Going,’ ‘Solitude’ (Mills| ‘Lullaby of Broadway’ (Jack Little | ‘June in January’ (Bing Crosby) 
Blue Rhythm Band) Orch.) 








COLUMBIA—No. 4 


‘Isle of Capri,’ ‘Madonna Mine’ (Geraldo 
Gaucho Tango Orch.) 


‘Believe in Miracles’ (Jack Little Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 5 


‘Blue Moon,’ ‘So Red the Rose’ (Frank 
Parker-Russ Morgan Orch.) 


‘Little White Gardenia’ (Henry King 
Orch.) 


‘Blue Moon’ ‘(Benny Goodman Orch.) 





‘Talking to Myself’ (Ted Weems Orch.) 








COLUMBIA—No. 6 


‘Because Once Upon Time,’ ‘Tiny Little 
Fingerprints’ (Johnny Green Orch.) 





‘Blue Moon’ (Benny Goodman Orch.) 





‘Stay Sweet As You Are’ (Jack Little 
Orch.) 

















DECCA—Neo. 1 ‘Fare Thee Well Annabelle,’ ‘In Blue, ‘Isle of Capri’ (Lou Stone Orch.) ‘Grow Too Old to Dream’ (Glen Gray 
| and Pensive Mood’ (Casa Loma Or.) Orch.) 
DECCA—No. 2 ‘Believe in Miracles,’ ‘Dancing With| ‘i Believe in Miracles’ (Dorsey Bros.|‘Fare Thee Well, Annabelle’ (Glen 
My Shadow’ (Dorsey Bros. Orch.) Orch.) Gray Orch.) 
DECCA—No. 3 ‘Tiny Little Fingerprints,’ ‘I’m Facing | ‘Blue Moon’ (Casa Loma Orch.) ‘You’re Everything to Me’ (Claude 


the Music’ (Dorsey Bros. Orch.) 


Hopkins) 














DECCA—No. 4 ‘It’s Unbelievable,’ ‘Whisper Sweet’| ‘Fare Thee Well Annabelle’ (Casa|‘Do You Ever Think of Me’ (Claude 
(Bob Howard Orch.) Loma Orch.) Hopkins) a 

DECCA—No. 5 ‘Rhythm Is Our Business,’ ‘Star Dust’| ‘Believe It, Beloved’ (Isham Jones|‘London on Rainy Night’ (Ambrose 
(Jimmy Lunceford Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 











‘Isle of Capri,’ ‘Serenade to Wealthy 
Widow’ (Lew Stone Orch.) 


‘Clouds’ (Emil Coleman Orch.) 


‘Garden of Weed’ (Lew Stone Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘Isle of Capri,’ ‘Grinzing Waltz’ (Ray 
Noble Orch.) 


‘Clouds’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 


‘Blue Danube’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 2 


‘Blue Moon,’ ‘Blue, Pensive Mood’ (Al 
Bowlly-Ray Noble Orch.) 


‘Blue Moon’ (Al Bowlly-Ray Noble Or.) 


‘Isle of Capri’ 





VICTOR—No. 3 


‘Believe in Miracles’ ‘Night Wind’ 
(Fats Waller Orch.) 


‘Isle of Capri’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 


(Ray Noble Orch.) 
‘Fare Thee Well, Annabelle’ 


(Rudy 
Vallee) 





VICTOR—No. 4 


‘Pretty Girl Like Melody,’ ‘On Good 
Ship Lollipop’ (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


‘On Good Ship Lollipop’ (Rudy Vallee 
Orch.) 


‘Speak to Me With Eyes’ (Eddy Duchis 
Orch.) 




















VICTOR—No. 5& ‘Because Once on Time,’ ‘Baby Brown’| ‘Believe in Miracles’ (Fats Waller| ‘Once Upon a Time’ (Fats Waller) 
(Fats Waller Orch.) Orch.) 

VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Little White Gardenia,’ ‘You, Night| ‘Dreaming a Dream’ (Ray Noble Orch.) | ‘Grow Too Old to Dream’ (Paul Whites 
and Music’ (Al Bowlly-Ray Noble man Orch.) 
Orch.) 








new Hawaiian tune, both of which 


were in some demand. 


Brunswick's 
Tell Your Mother,’ 


topped for Victor. 


during next few weeks. 





Opening at Log Cabin, 


‘Don't Be Afraid to 
plattered by 
Jimmy Grier and orchestra, topped 
that list, and Glen Grey's recording 
of ‘When I’ve Grown Too Old’ 
Early March de- 
mands indicate brisk pickup in trade 


Colon's Booze Strictly Panama Canal 
Water, but the Nite Clubs Are Hot yyy sz: res. 9 





Dallas, 


Colon, March 12. 
The American tourist to Panama 


or 30 house hostesses as 
partners, 


dance 








Mamie Welly from Panama City 
(the Pacific side of the Canal Zone) 
made a deal to forget about the 
show. 








BENNY GOODMAN 


and his Orchestra are on 
that delightful N.B.C, pro- 
gram on Saturday nights? 
Try to stop dancing when 
they play: 





last week were Roy Wright, Joyce 
and Marjorie, Virginia Gifford, and 
Jay Fushy. 











Suite 709 





3 Swell Sones pry Frank Skinner Arrangements 


“‘Don’t Worry, Sweetheart’’ 


By CHAS. TOBIAS and MURRAY MENCHER 


“‘There’s Nothing To-Do Till Tomorrow’ 


By CHAS. TOBIAS and MURRAY MENCHER 


““What Did Sally Say?’’ 


By CHAS. TOBIAS, JACK SCHOLL, MURRAY MENCHER 


FORSTER MUSIC PUB., Inc. 


216 So. Wabash Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 


SOLLY COHN 


EASTERN REP. 


1619 Broadway 


New York 


finds the nite life comparable to the 
U. S. of pre-repeal, so far as lik- 
ker is concerned. It’s not so good. 


Panama on the whole is in a 
constant state of flux. I[¢€ it’s not 
tourists, it’s the military, or Canal 
Zone stop-offers, going east or west 
as the case may be. 

Hence the niteries are geared for 
quick and mass turnover. The 
price in toto is right. Drinks are 
40-60c. a copy. 

The three big niteries are the 
Atlantic, Moulin Rouge and Rich- 
mond, in order named, Atlantic has 
the most elaborate floor show, im- 
ported from the States. There's an 
m.c. who isn’t tolerated for long be- 
cause the service men fn the place 
are quick to hdller ‘bring on the 
girls. The song and dance special- 
ists are likewise subordinated in 
favor of the line, 

Moulin Rouge and Richmond are 
more along the lines of taxi cabaret- 
dancehalls, If you’re with your own 
party and buying drinks at a table, 
you dance with yourselves and 
there’s no hoofing fee. If you're a 
bar fly and want a dance, it’s a dime 











a crawl with the pick of somé 20 





Richmond is rated the hottest 
spot of the three. It’s more brash 
and brusque and features a colored 
dance combo that goes to town on 
slightest provocation. This, like any 
of the other dance combos, has no 
set billing for the band boys. Hec- 
tor, as mean an ivory tickler as has 
ever been heard around, is the sole 
nom-de-profesh for the pianologist 
at the Moulin Rouge. Bill Some- 
body-or-Other likewise gives out 
‘Dinah’ and m.c.’s the Richmond's 
jazz-maniacs. The Atlantic has a 
set combo but anonymous. All do 
foxtrotology to maracas rhythms, 
i.e., a hybrid rumba foxtrot, but hot. 

Best drinkery is Max Bilgray’s 
Tropical, straight bar with a 
restaurant adjunct. Formerly had 
a floor show until Bilgray and 


“WHEN | GROW TOO OLD 
TO DREAM” 


“1 WAS LUCKY" 
“CLOUDS” 
“EV'RYTHING'’S BEEN DONE 
BEFORE” 











“SINGING A HAPPY S80NG" 
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Demand for Specialty Singles in 


Unit Influx Crowding Out Acts 


— a 





Influx of units on the books of 
eircuit and indie booking offices 
alike is steadily setting up a new 
type of talent in vaude. Where for- 
merly there were acts, there are 
now specialty people, with the for- 
mer, whose ranks are already great- 
ly depleted, now being crowded out 
of the field. 

Conditions are now such that un- 
less an act has the qualities that 
lend it to a unit it can expect no 
more than about half of the stage 
show playing time now around, and 
qany times less. Agents are finding 
it increasingly difficult to sell acts 
on their own, all the bookers look- 
ing for productions. 

Situation was highlighted this 
week on the RKO floor, when, with 
but one exception, Arthur Willi’s 
eastern bock was crowded with the 
minnie revues. Only house playing 
straight vaude was the Albee, 
Brooklyn, but with a unit following. 
Bill Howard’s midwest book was 
also loaded with units. 


Pro and Con 

To some extent the crowding out 
of the acts by specialty people is 
profitable for theatres, specialists’ 
total salaries in most instances not 
mounting as high as a straight 
vaude show. From another angle, 
however, some bookers claim the 
specialists in the long run will hurt 
the combo houses through crowd- 
ing out the acts. Sooner or later, 
the buyers state, units must all 
start looking alike and, when the 
return to straight vaude becomes 
necessary, the acts will have left 
the business or deteriorated, 
through lack of playing time. 

Fact that units are crowding out 
vaude does not only pertain to RKO, 
but also Loew’s, Warners and Par- 
amount, and especially the indies, 
which picked up units at the start 
when the circuits were still cold on 
the minnie revues. 


MORE 1-NITERS 
BY AMOS-ANDY 


Amos 'n’ Andy go south April 20 
for another stretch of percentage 
one-nite stands. Tour js being 
laid out by the William Morris of- 
fice. 

On their last tour, a couple of 
months ago, consisting of 21 single 
day engagements in as many towns, 
A. and A. averaged $8,000 a week for 
themselves after deducting line 
charges of about $400 a day for 
their nightly broadcast and which 
they pay. 


ST. PAUL ORPH’S VODE 
COMEBACK HYPOS BURG 


St. Paul, March 12. 

Following local Orpheum’s highly 
euccessful resurrection of vaude, 
which Manager Lou Golden has been 
showing week ends since last Sep- 
tember, this town’s gone completely 
stageshow-minded. Current situa- 
tion has competish whipped up to 
fever heat. 

Starting March 1, Publix brought 
vaude into its ace looper, the Par- 
amount, competing day and date 
with the across-the-street Orph. 
Around the corner is Publix’s Ri- 
viera, 1,300-seater, which has been 
showing run-of-the-mill program 
stuff, but with the Paramount pol- 
icy change, this house has now gone 
berserk on newspaper advertising, 
also pulling some nifty street ex- 
ploitation. 

In the swim also are the Lyceum 
and Garrick, 15¢c for adults any time. 
Former gives a vaude program 
‘headed by two big-time Chicago 
acts,’ feature, shorts, etc.—2% hours 
of entertainment—all for the 15c: 
Garrick offers a stage revue, with a 
male quartet and Leonard Leigh at 
the organ, plus short film subjects. 

















Suspicious 





Agent called up a New York 
indie booking office to break 
the sad news that one-half of 
a team booked for the follow- 
ing week had passed away. 

‘Oh, yeah,’ said the booker. 
‘Sounds like an excuse to get 
out of the date.’ 


Amateurs Going 
Into 30 Warner 


Houses in N. J. 














Under an unusual three-way 
hookup, with a commercial sponsor 
in the background, Warner Bros. 
will flood the stages of 30 New Jer- 
sey theatres with amateur shows 
during the next six weeks. Gus Ed- 
wards will run the contests. 

Tie-up involves WOR, Newark, 
and the Fischer Baking company of 
that Own, with the WB houses. All 
theatres participating, with excep- 
tion of the Ritz, Elizabeth, which 
plays vaudeville, are ordinarly in 
straight pictures. 

Finals start April 1 at the Bran- 
ford, New York, in conjunction with 
a series of WOR nightly broadcasts 
from the stage, with Edwards pre- 
siding. 


Dancer Sees Cruise 
From Hosp. Porthole; 
Show Biz Vacationers 





Jimmy Struthers, of Eugenie 
Woodruff and Struthers, dancers, 
booked on the 8S. S. Lafayette cruise 
to the West Indies and South 
America, was hospitalized for 12 of 
the 18 days on board the ship dur- 
ing its itinerary from Feb. 15 until 
March 6. Stricken with a tropical 
fever and throat infection, the 
dancer dropped out of the ship’s 
show, doing but two performances. 

The new Lafayette show depart- 
ing Friday (8), also booked by Lou 
Wolfson of the William Morris 
agency, comprises Jerry Branchard 
as m.c., Dorothy Finley, Teddy 
White, Sonia Meroff, Loretta Den- 
nison, Susan Savoy and Al Clothier’s 
orchestra. 

Also going on the cruise as pay- 
ing passengers are Eddie Davis, of 
Leon and Eddie’s, accompanied by 
his wife, baby and nurse; Benjamin 
M. Kaye, attorney-playwright, who 
is on a recuperative rest; Hinson 
Stiles of N. Y. Daily Mirror, with 
Mrs. Stiles, and Wilma (Mrs. Steve) 
Trilling. 

During Eddie Davis’ absence from 
his nitery, a new show has been 
booked into Leon & Eddie’s includ- 
ing the Tic Toc Girls, Noble Sissle’s 
Rhythm Trio, Bernice Parks, Paul 
Duke, Harry Warren's orchestra and 
the Godoy tango combo. 





U. S. Acts Abroad 


Berlin, March 1. 

American acts playing central 
European stands this month include 
Roth and Shay and the Hazel Man- 
gean Girls at the Hansa theatre, 
Hamburg; Franklyn D’Armour and 
Jack Lane, booked for the Scala, 
Copenhagen, and Wilson Keppel and 
Betty at the A.B.C. theatre in Paris. 


LEHR’S NEW ACT 
Baltimore, March 12. 

Raynor Lehr, who has been troup- 
ing in his own unit, returns to 
vaude with a two-act, partnered by 
June Burnett. 

Is breaking in new turn current- 
ly at the State here, indie split- 
weeker. 
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PLAY ALL OVER 
AUT IN. YAUDE 


About 1,500 Acts Have 
Drifted Into Other 
Amusement Fields—Play- 
ing Beer Gardens, Niter- 


ies, Restaurants, House 
Parties and Radio 





ONLY 350 LEFT 





Vaudeville actors nowadays are 
working everywhere but in vaude- 
ville. Conditions have trimmed down 
the number regularly employed in 
vaudeville theatres to between 300 
and 350 weekly, forcing a wholesale 
exodus to other amusement lines for 
those who want to continue as en- 
tertainers in one form or another. 

As against the 300-350 turns still 
in vaudeville, at least 1,500 have, by 
necessity, drifted to other fields. 
There are in addition to another 
1,000 that have left the show busi- 
ness entirely. Estimates place the 
number of individuals participating 
in the 1,500 or so acts employed out- 
side of vaudeville theatres at 4,500. 

Sources of employment to which 
vaudeville actors have turned in 
pursuit of outlets for their talents, 
are diversified, indeed. They include 
nite clubs, beer gardens, neighbor- 
hood restaurants, house parties, so- 


! cial functions, ship cruises, summer 


and winter resorts, museums, store 
shows, med shows, road turkies, hill 
billy troupes, pictures and radio. 
With exception of pictures, radio 
and the better nite clubs and ocean 
boats, the work is not very classy. 
But it’s more or less steady, the 
wages are satisfactory, and the con- 
ditions under which the actors work 
are no less desirable than present 
conditions in vaudeville, if not more 
so. The new lines call for special- 
ized entertainment, and the acts 
have pexfected themselves all over 
again to fit in their respective fields. 
And once established in a field, many 
acts find quite steady employment. 


Films Preferred 


Pictures is, of course, the most 
preferred non-vaude spot of vaude- 
ville acts, but the Hollywood gates 
open seldom: to screen candidates 
from the variety field. The most 
that vaudevillians can look for from 
that source is'a bit now and then 
from a studio caster. or exec who 
‘knew them when’ back in the good 
old days of vaude. A 

Radio, on the othcr hand, has 
made partial atonement for the in- 
roads it made in the vaudeville bus- 
iness by absorbing much of the out- 
ward flow of vaudeville talent. At 
the present time approximately 500 
acts, comprising 1,500 people, are 
doing their stuff over local stations 
throughout the, country, with hopes 
of some day landing on a: network. 
Stations find the ex-vaudevillians 
particularly useful because of their 
long experience in entertaining the 
public and their knowledge from 
that of basic amusement values. 
Many vaudeville players on studio 
staffs are considered indispensable 
by the stations, 

One anomaly created by the 
changed order of things is that their 
various new endeavors have forced 
the ex-vaudevillians to become bus: 
iness men as well as actors. This 
applies especially to those out in the 
sticks with their own shows, but it 
also goes for the others. Engage- 
ments in department stores, at par- 
ties, museums, resorts, etc., seldom 
permit one the luxury of an agent, 
and many who once considered self- 
representation unprofessional are 
now toting their own black books. 





Aaronson Must Pay 


Marty White, agent, was award- 
ed a judgment against § Irving 
Aaronson, of Aaronson’s Command- 
ers, for commission due on.a week’s 
booking at the Pitt, Pittsburgh. 
Counsel for White is I. Robert 
Broder, 

Amount awarded White is $168. 











May Be Pavlowas 


and Canaries, but 


Dionne 5 Cant See Stage Until 18 





No Gag to Mgr. 


As an exploitation stunt 
wherever he plays Buddy Doyle 
carries a boy who ‘pickets’ the 
front of the theatre with a sign 
reading, ‘Unfair to Organized 
Stooges.’ 

Doyle couldn’t use the stunt 
in Lynn, Mass., last week be- 
cause the management had 
just paid off a big legal bill in 
a fight to enjoin the unions 
from picketing the theatre. 


Midwest VMA 
Optimistic on 
Vaude's Future 


Springfield, O., March 12, 

Vaudeville Managers Association 
was organized Thursday (7) at the 
Van Dyke Club, Mechanicsburg, O., 
with 25 theatre owners and mana- 
gers from Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan and Pennsylvania as mem- 
bers. Permanent organization and 
election of officers of the group is 
to take place during March or early 
April. 

Optimistic reports on the return 
of vaudeville to houses in small and 
medium-sized cities in the midwest 
were given at the meet by Earl 
Myers, of Chillicothe, O., member 
of the Allied Theatre Owners of 
Ohio; Ray Anderson, of Muncie, 
Ind., secretary for 22 years of the 
National Vaudeville Managers As- 
sociation; and Phil Chakeres, owner 
of theatres in Springfield, Wilming- 
ton and Greenville, O. 

Other speakers were William 
James, of Columbus, honorary 
president of the Ohio Motion Pic- 
ture Exhibitors Association; and P. 
J. Woods, executive secretary of the 
same group. Gus Sun called the 
meeting. 




















Jobless Tyros Find a 


Way to Beat Depresh; 
Touring Canada as Unit 


St. John, N. B., March 12. 


A group of unemployed local 
young men and women organized 
themselves into a unit titled ‘Cab- 
aret Revue’ and played the local 
Empire, newest of the St. John 
film houses, last week. The troupe, 
consisting of 22 persons, will go on 
the road through the provinces of 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 
and stay there as long as there’s 
even a small profit available. 

Organizer and director of ‘Cabaret 
Revue’ is Ralph Watson. There is 
a chorus of five girls, all rookies, 
an ork and others. 

Watson is not only organizer and 
chief comedian, but producer, direc- 
tor, manager, press agent, stage 
manager and property man. Outfit 
is working on a co-operative basis. 








ee 


Colored Actors Guild 
Is Under Discussion 


Plans to form a Colored Actors 
Guild are to be discussed Friday 
noon, March 15, with Noble Sissle, 
orchestra leader, presiding. General 
organization plans will be taken up 
at this time. Representatives ofthe 
Catholic Actors Guild, Jewish The- 
atrical Guild, American Federation 
of Actors and the Actors Fund of 
America will assist in drawing up a 
charter. 

A number of prominent laymen 
are identified with the movement. 


|lation to take theatre tots 


+. ———__ 


Toronto, March 12. 


The Dionne quins become special 
wards of King George V and the 
monarch is ‘guardian of their per- 
sons and estates’ until the five girls 
are 18, according to new legislation 
brought in by Hon. David Croll, 
minister of public welfare. The 
prospect of the quins ever becoming 
a stage attraction before reaching 
their majority is now remote. 

The government becomes directly 
responsible for the upbringing of 
the girls. A board of guardians, to 
be appointed by the cabinet, will 
have full authority over the educa- 
tion and physical well-being of the 
children. With another picture to 
be made shortly and further testi- 
monial advertising contracts signed, 
the quins’ trust fund will amount to 
around $200,000 by May 23 next, 
according to reliable authority, 
when the quins celebrate their first 
birthday. 

Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe will be 
named one of the guardians, it is 
felt. All contracts in connection 
with picture, syndicate and adver- 
tising rights must be approved by 
the new board of guardians or these 
will be ‘null and void and incapable 
of performance and may not be 
sued in any court’, This will ef- 
fectively block the $1,000,000 suit 
for breach of contract fi'ed in Chi- 
cago by Ivan Spear, head of the 
Century of Progress Tour Bureau, 
against Prime Minister Hepburn, 
Attorney-General Roebuck and Dr. 
Dafoe, even should the U. S. courts 
find for Spe -. 

There will be no more stage con- 
tracts for the Dionnes senior. The 
quins will be reared in the Catholic 
faith of their parents, the new leg- 
islation provides. *¢ 





EFFECT SHORTLY 


Washington, March 12. 


It won’t be long now before the 
dozen mutually-indorsed amend- 
ments to vaudeville clauses of the 
film code become effective. Hope 
for final action on the changes, 
which have been kicking around the 
NRA since before Christmas, was 
revived Saturday (9) when evasive 
papers were discovered in the office 
of Alvin Brown, review officer, and 
virtually on the threshold of the 
Recovery Board’s sanctum. 

Still keeping his fingers crossed, 
Deputy Administrator William P. 
Farnsworth refused to predict date 
when he expects chore to be washed 


up. 


WANT KID HOOFERS IN 
FILM PRODIGY CLASS 


Hollywood, March 12. 

Los Angeles dancing masters want 
to place hoofing youngsters on the 
same basis as picture kids. Teach- 
ers Business Association, headed by 
Walter Wills, is pressing for legis- 
out of 
jurisdiction of State Labor commis- 
sioner and put them under the men- 
torship of local board of education. 
Claim is that talented youngsters 
have biggest chance from five to 
eight, whereas present age limit is 
eight, with even older kids not al- 
lowed in theatres on certain days. 
New setup also would place theatri- 
cal minors under same strict super- 
vision on health and education that 
now applies in pictures. 


DELMAR IMPROVES 








Jule Delmar, vet vaude booker, 
now with WOR'’s artist bu:eau, is 
recovering at French hospital, New 
York. 

Delmar was stricken two weeks 





ago with a heart attack. 
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NEW ACTS 





JIMMY DURANTE 
Comedy 

20 Mins.; One 
Metropolitan, B’klyn 


It's the same Schnozzola, only 
without Lou Clayton and Eddie 
Jackson. Durante retains his knack 


of winning an audience quickly and 
holding ‘em Only diff between the 
Durante of Hollywood and the Du- 
rante of the old Parody Club is the 


cut of his clothes, but latter must 
still make a respectable_ tailor 
shudder. He's wearing a deep brown 
ensemble here, suit, shirt and tie, 
guaranteed to frighten away a 
touch. 

Instead of the ork he used to have 
behind him, Durante is now using 
the pit men as the butt of his 
rough-housing. He's also cooked up 
a bit with the house ushers, good 


for laughs all through his act. 
Durante closed the show here, 
with applause running well into the 
following film. Comic spent 20 hard 
working minutes singing, mugging, 
throwing hats and part of a piano 
at the musicians. They liked it. 
They should. Scho. 


KEENE TWINS (4) 
Acrobatics and Dancing 
8 Mins.; One 

Academy, N. Y. 

Quartet of dancing tumblers, the 
twins being two girls. Male 
partners may represent doubles but 
don't look it from the left aisle. 

Very fast this act, with no letup. 
Acrobatics fill the stage at a furi- 
ous pace and not a second seems 
wasted. 

Girls are young and_ lookers. 
Same costumes are worn through- 
out. Turn might stack up as a 
regulation acrobatic opener, but the 
dancing flourishes provide a twist. 
Work hard for what they get, and 
get it. 








HELP WANTED 


Unusual opportunity affords substan- 
tial income to a woman having con- 
tacts among. better dressed women in 
theatrical field; represent leading im- 
porter-creator women’s fashions who 
is selling out his original samples. 


Box No. 12, Variety, New York 











110 West 47th Street 
30x100 studio, completel}? outfitted 
with tap-dance floor, audition rooms, 
executive offices and shower facili- 
ties, suitable for school purposes. 
teasonable rent to responsible party. 
Apply, HERMAN GLICKMAN & CO., 

Inc., 401 Broadway, New York 











STARR, ROLLO and 
DITSON 


in “THEY’RE OFF” 


Thanks to BALABAN & KATZ 














CHARLIE DAVIS and ORCHES- 
TRA (13) 
With Frank Parrish, Sally Gay 


17 Mins.; Three (Special) 
State, N. Y. 
Charlie Davis was long the band 


ittraction at the Hollywood restau- 
rant, New York, and more recently 
at the new Congress spot, also on 
Broadway. Vaudeville is not partic- 
ularly new to him, as he has m.c.'d 
several major picture theatres over 
the country with marked success. 
When he lands he generally stays 
a long stretch. Night clubs are his 
nearest background listing at the 
moment, however. 

Curtains part on the group scat- 
tered over the stage on divans and 
leaning against chairs. Sort of 
conveys the frat house idea. Men 
wear red sweaters and white trous- 
ers. Glee club stunt is also worked 
before the microphone. No attempt 
is made at the classy night club 
presentation. Instead the band 
sticks close to the popular brands, 
which is really best in the long run. 
Act is dressed informally for the 
most part. 

Specialities include a thigh-slap- 
ping hotcha bit and later an echo 
travesty with yodels, hillbilly yelps, 
ete. One girl, Sally Gay, on for a 
slow chattery type of song. She, too, 
passes up the formal note in her 
costume. Frank Parrish, tenor, 
spotted by himself before the or- 
chestra. 

Davis himself has an ingratiating 
personality and gives the boys a 
chance at the _ spotlight. Paced 
briskly and filled with good music, 
as mentioned before. 


AL SHAYNE 
Songs 

10 Mins., One 
State, N. Y. 

Al Shayne has been climbing 
steadily because of his lengthy stay 
on the air around New York under 
the same sponsor. -Closely associ- 
ated with daily broadcasts for quite 
a spell, his personal appearance 
routing now is ripe. 

Shayne wastes little or no time 
on verses, but generally goes right 
into the chorus of a song. ‘Blue 
Moon’ treated best this way when 
caught, by far his best rendition. He 
only sings two numbers, though his 
air themer, ‘Wonderful One,’ is 
given practically in its entirety. He 
could have reprised without boring. 

Attired in formal afternoon suit, 
he injects a certain classiness to his 
act. Accompanist is at the piano, 
though the best musical assistance 
comes from the pit orchestra. Men- 
tion of course is made of his com- 
mercial radio backer, a fur ‘studio’. 


JERRY COOPER 
Songs 

7 Mins.; One 
Academy, N. Y. 








Tenor from radio now before 
footlights. Appearance counts and 
Cooper has a commanding stage 
presence, Voice is clear and 
pleasant. A gracious manner also 
helps. 


Cooper understands the mike, he 
used one here, but doesn’t hide be- 
hind it. Three numbers and done 
well. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Varmutr and Clipper) 





On a report that Famous Players 
and Loew's would merge, the latter 
stock went up to 32. Famous was 
around 80. 

J. D. Williams, for First National, 
warned exhibs that unless they got 
together they would be wiped out 
ot business, 





Rumored that Marc Klaw was 
about to close with a picture con- 
cern. Never interested in films. 





N. Y. exhibitor body, in con- 
vention, protested against  per- 
centage bookings. Still protesting. 
Had been started with ‘Miracle 
Man.’ 





Theda Bara was drawing down 
around $6,000 a week for her stage 
work. Her picture salary had been 
$4,000. 





Contracts called for the con- 
struction of 24 theatres in Cleve- 
land before the end of the year. In- 
cluded two major spots; 50,000 
more seats, 


Jake Lubin denied Loew's had 
given Stan and Mae Laurel a 60- 
week contract. They had 20 weeks 
with Loew, 20 with Horwitz-Kraus 
and an option on renewal of the 
latter time. Now Laurel and Hardy 
and not worrying about routes. 


‘Dardanella,’ pop music number, 
had sold 1,400,000 copies and re- 
garded as not yet at the halfway 
mark. Tops was ‘Missouri Waltz’ 
which had gone over 2,000,000. 
‘Dardanella’ expected to beat that. 
It didn’t in sheet music; only sold 
more on the disks. 


Pittsburgh Gayety raised prices 
for Bedini's ‘Peek-a-Boo’ burley 
show. N. Y. ordered price dropped 
to Tic top. 





Trust estate of Henry Astor sold 
141 parcels at auction in the Hotel 
Astor. Sale lasted over 12 hours, 
getting $5,159,075. Astor theatre 
brought $790,000, the Bijou and Mo- 
rosco going as one lot for $350,000. 
The Shuberts and Sol Bloom bought 
other parcels, 





Rita Gould barred by Hebrew 
Actors Union from the Glickman 
Palace. Empire, opposition house, 
had no parallel attraction -and she 
was held to be unfair competition. 





Arthur Hopkins offered John Bar- 
rymore in ‘Richard II.’ Fair biz. 





Walter Damrosch and N. Y. Sym- 
phony headed for Paris. First Eu- 
ropean invasion by an American 
orch. 





Indie film company announced it 
had Reinhardt, Lehar, Oscar Strauss 
and others under 10-year produc- 
tion contracts. Total sum repre- 
sented was around $200,000,000. Then 
it got down to putting up, and the 
deal folded. 





Georges Carpentier coming over 
to make a picture. After that Jack 
Curley had him sewn up for a 10 
weeks’ tour at $7,000 a week. 





Quick flash at the new income tax 
reports showed that managers had 
paid actors more than $100,000,000. 
Pictures paid only $35,000,000 of 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 





W. T. Carleton, opera favorite, re- 
fused to sing the night show in 
Newark after an apathetic matinee 
reception. An understudy went on 
and Carleton and his wife sat in a 
box (for which they paid) and en- 
joyed the performance, 





Actress of the defunct ‘Sieba’ co. 
got a judgment for $40 back pay 
against Arnold Kiralfy (Irme's 
brother). Constable took his watch. 





National theatre, Washington, 
burned Feb. 26. Tough luck, as the 
house lost the always profiitable in- 
auguration week. House as re- 
built as the New National. Fourth 
fire. 





Chauncey Olcott was singing with 
Thatcher, Primrose & West's min- 
strels, but getting closer to operetta. 





Percy G. Williams was advertis- 
ing for show people and lecturers: 





(Continued on page 52) 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





ANATOLE’S AFFAIRS 


(PALACE, N. Y.) 

Anatole Friedland has put more 
money and thought into this sea- 
son's revue and Charlie Melson hur- 
ries it along as though he were get- 
ting paid by the job instead of the 
day. It's fast moving, with plenty 
of comedy, a line of 16 girls with 
frequent changes of costume and 
half a dozen sets. Latter are a bit 
garish, yet not ineffective, and the 
general effect is good, though some 
of the costumes could stand a trip 
to the cleaners, This goes mostly 
for the net bodices supposed to sim- 
ulate flesh. They soil easily and 
should be watched. But that’s not 
as important as the fact that there 
is movement and comedy which 
everything hustles along, except 
Jean Boydell’s scat song, and that 
simply can't be hurried. 

Opens with a Times Sq. backing 
with more than a suggestion that 
Friedland is pulling an Ed Rice and 
capitalizing the sets’ ads. If he isn't, 
it’s an idea. Melson on as a strike 
picket, after the girls have opened, 
and persuades the line to discard 
most of their costumes to show their 
defiance of the oppressors of labor. 
Cues into a strip act with the laughs 
taking off the curse. Built up nice- 
ly and gets the show off in a hurry. 
Followed by Jean Boydell in her 
strenuous burlesque dances. Might 
be just as funny if she did not work 
quite so hard, but plenty funny as 
is. 

Line back in uniforms with long 
trousers for a tap against a back- 
drop of Radio City. Off in the first 
entrance and back with surprising 
speed from the third as the Rock- 
ettes, doing nicely with a precision 
dance in typical Music Hall cos- 
tumes. Closes in for Harry and 
Frank Seamon, who contribute re- 
markably good hand lifts but still 
smear their turn with some over- 
the-border comedy. The topmounter 
doing a head dive into the under- 
stander’s capacious trousers may be 
an idea of good, clean fun, but it hits 
most persons as soiled. However, 
they were back for a double encore 
and most of the house was voting 
aye. 

Irmanette with her violin for a 

solo and then the line girls in an 
oriental dance that was not too ori- 
ental. She still fiddled and got in 
another solo while the tableau was 
being posed. Also a dance here by 
Evelyn Dale. Acro stuff mostly with 
a couple of unusual dips. Irmanette 
hangs on and Melson comes on to 
do his regular act with her and the 
hare-lipped stooge. Nicely paced 
stuff and still funny. They could 
have taken a repeat but for the time 
limit. Shoved into full stage again 
for a penthouse drop with tables and 
ruests and everyone contributing. 
Neat tap dance by Donna Shanra- 
han; a toe dance by Peggy Alexan- 
der, an acrobatic dance, Jean 
3oydell in a scat song that went 
over in a big way, the Seamons for 
a little fooling with Melson, and the 
close-in. Show runs 55 minutes, 
seems shorter and yet gives the 
meat of a 90-minute layout. 

Feature is ‘One More Spring’ 
(Fox), with the newsreel the only 
other film. 3usiness good Friday 
night. Chic. 


BILL HOGAN UNIT 


(PARAMOUNT, OMAHA) 


Omaha, March 10. 

Of the hour-long stage show at 
the Par this week, two-thirds of 
the time is allotted to Bill Hogan 
and his band. Crew is a hotel or- 
ganization augmented for unit 
purposes with four vaude_ turns, 
Headed east from the Los Angeles 
3iltmore for a stand at the Chi 
Edgewater Beach, and stopped en 
route. 

Routine opens with Hogan out 
front tuning his radio -to various 
stations, with band. behind closed 
curtains putting out the imitations 
that come over the loud speaker. 

Then opens up to the vaude acts. 
Of these Joan and Jerry Jackson 
in their dance routine take the lead, 
sticking to straight hoofing. Girl's 
resemblance to Joan Crawford is 
uncanny. Adding the comedy touch, 
and the unit could stand more, are 
Harris and Shore with front chatter 
and an adagio burlesque. 

Irom the bandstand the Three 
Little Kittens put their numbers 
over the house mike, and they're 
suitable. As vocalist, Arthur Way- 
nor leads the band's choral ar- 


rangement of ‘June in January. 
Novelty turn is added by Barberina, 
and clever. Features girl in an 
acrobatic dance routine with a 
trained Peke walking over and 
about her while she does her stuff 
Illness of the purp here was ironed 
out with loss of only one show. 
Preceding the unit were Gruber 
Oddities of the Jungle in the open. 
ing spot and Medley and Duprey in 
the second niche. Oddities include 
a hound, a zebra and an elephant 
besides the trainer, with the pachy- 
derm practically the whole show 
Medley and Duprey feature their 
collapsing phonograph and about 
10 minutes of accompanying hokum, 


VANITIES 


(PENN, PITTSBURGH) 
Pittsburgh, March 8, 

As condensed versions of Broad- 
way shows go, this one isn't so bad, 
but it’s not up to the last tab ‘Vani- 
ties’ Earl Carroll sent around. On 
production in general, including 
settings and costuming, it's a great 
flash for a two-bit audience but in 
gga it imps like a wounded 
colt, 

Trouble is that it’s merely a 
couple of familiar vaude acts backed 
by a flock of Carroll beauts and hig 
usual girlie-girlie flash. Standouts 
are Ken Murray, with Milton and 
Helen Charleston; Samuels Brothers 
and Collette Sisters. Others billed 
are Claire Curry, Donald Burr and 
Rosie Moran. 

With Murray and the Charlestons 
it’s simply a matter of returning in- 
tact to their old variety turn; with 
the Samuels boys, who have added 
the Collettes since the recent mar- 
riage of one of the trio to one of 
the sisters, it’s the same thing, 
strictly the same routines they've 
been bringing around here for years 
now. On general effectiveness, all 
of them register nicely, but add 
little of what mob has been led to 
expect of lavish Broadway tabs. 

As a matter of fact, three-quar- 
ters of the ‘Vanities’ is turned over 
to Murray, Charlestons, Samuelses 


(Continued on page 62) 











DIAMOND BROTHERS 


The Star, London, on April 25, 1934, 
said: “As for the Diamond Brothers, 
they are the funniest knockabout turn 
I have ever seen. Three of them ap- 
pear, but I hope they carry other 
brothers as ‘spares’ in case of break- 
. because they assault each other 
extreme and dangerous vio- 


Direction, Arthur Fisher, 1560 B’way 











PAULINE COOKE 
Presents 
HARVEY STEPHENS 
in “After Office Hours” 
Now Playing 
CAPITOL, New York 


MIKE CONNOLLY, Pilot 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St., New York City 
Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
in Boxed Assortments, 15 exclusive 
and original cards to the box, $1.00. 
Special discount on large quantities. 
Write for Particulars 














TRACY and VINETTE 


Now Filming in Jugo-Slavia 


CONCORDIA FILMS 
LONDON 

















POWELL and NEDRA 


MODERN EXPONENTS OF ANCIENT ART 


Present 


MYSTIC MOSAICS 


NOW PLAYING CHICAGO THEATRE—WEEK OF MARCH 8th 
MICHIGAN THEATRE, DETROIT—WEEK OF MARCH 15‘5 


Personal Representative—JACK KALC tI"! 


























ae ee ke pl ee i 


ie i. ae a. fe fw 


] 
] 
1 
’ 





933 


Anuary.® 
rberina, 
in an 
with «a 
er and 
‘r stuff, 
| ironed 
show. 
Gruber 
® open.- 
prey in 
include 
lephant 
pachy- 
» show, 
e their 
about 
hokum, 


1) 

‘ch 8. 
Broad- 
s0 bad, 
» ‘Vani- 
id. On 
cluding 
a great 
but in 
rounded 


rely a 
backed 
and hig 
indouts 
on and 
rothers 
s billed 
irr and 


‘lestons 
‘ing in- 
1; with 
» added 
it mar- 
one of 
thing, 
they've 
r years 
ess, all 
ut add 
led to 
abs. 
*-quar- 
->d over 
nuelses 
) 





, 

1934, 
thers, 
t turn 
m ap- 

other 
yreak- 
other 

_Vio- 


B’way 


City 
cent 


lusive 
$1.00. 


tities. 


————— 
—— 
ok EAS 


E 


via 


Mi 


sth 








oe Bi 
Ot OS OAD PTE. Eb OR NO Ry 


ee 


Wednesday, March 13, 1935 


VAUDE — BURLESQUE 





VARIETY 51 


ee 











AF.A.’S CO-OP 
UNIT IDEA 
DROPPED 


Plan of the American Federation 
of Actors to tour a straight vaude- 
ville show compiled from among its 
members is off indefinitely. Inabil- 
ity to line up a sufficient amount 
of playing time called a halt to the 


project. 

Another thing that tripped up the 
idea was what the AFA terms ex- 
orbitant demands of indie theatre 


owners. First AFA show was to 
have opened in Hartford, Conn., but 
was called off when the theatre de- 
manded that the actors’ organiza- 
tion pay for the musicians, stage- 
hands and house crew, as well as 
$600 for advertising, and then give 
the house a 50% split of the gross. 

Plan of the AFA was to tour an 
eight or nine-act bill in towns 
without stage shows up to 250,000 
population, the acts to play on a 
co-op basis, sans pictures, at nom- 
inal admissions. Was to have 
started when four weeks of one, 
two and three-day stands had been 
lined up, but these did not eventu- 
ate on terms the AFA deemed rea- 
sonable. 

AFA may try again later in the 
spring or next fall. 


CINCY INDIE GETTING 


146 IN 1ST VODE WK. 


Cincinnati, March 12. 

The Taft, indie opposish to RKO 
on flesh and film, is registering a 
bang-up $14,000 in its first week, 
with Thurston the headliner. 
Price scale is 25-40-60c as against 
85-45c for the competitive Shubert, 
which was taken over last week by 


RKO for a stage and screen combo. 
Thurston will drag down about 
$6,500 for the week. 

Located at 5th and Sycamore, in 
the Masonic Temple, the Taft 1s off 
the beaten theatre path, yet it has 
advantages over most of the other 
downtown houses for street park- 
ing and nearness to the Government 
Square bus terminal. It is a modern 
theatre and seats 2,600. 

Larry Sunbrock, manager, has the 
Taft leased for eight weeks. A for- 
mer impresario of radio acts, he re- 
cently rented the Shubert, in one of 
its off-legit weeks, and presented 
Duke Ellington’s band, some so-so 
local radio talent and an indie pix, 
with a straight 40c gate. It was the 
first such lineup for Cincy in eight 
months and grossed close to $15,000. 

Next week the Taft will offer Joe 
Penner, Lee Twins, Jo and Jane Mc- 
Kenna, Willie, West and McGinty 
and another act. Then follows Lum 
and Abner, radio act, surrounded by 
a revue. Ted Lewis’ ork will be in 
for the fourth week. Headliners are 
in on percentage. 


as 





Tabbing Minsky Miami 
Burley Co. as a Unit 





Miami, March 12. 
Minsky-Weinstock outfit is fig- 
uring on sending out a cleaned-up 
version of its local burlesque stock 


as a unit with the title of ‘Miami 
Gaieties.’ 
Proposish includes a_ proposed 


trip over the Sparks circuit on the 
Way north. Walter Reade has been 
contacted regarding a Broadway 
date at the Astor, New York. 





Peabody on RKO Route 


Chicago, March 12. 
Eddie Peabody setting off on a 
long RKO route which will carry 
him through the midwest and east 


up to June 1. Will spend four 
weeks at the Fox in Detroit. 
After June, Peabody's address 


will likely be Riverside, Calif., again 
for the summer. 





Allen-Breen Reunite 


Nellie Breen, back from the Coast, 
{s reuniting with Lester Allen for 
Vaudeville. 

Team split about three years ago. 





DE-FLESHING PITT 


Only Temporarily—Alvin’s 
Fortnight Straight Sound 





But 





Pittsburgh, March 12. 
Alvin, Harris de-luxer downtown, 


' . 
dropping stage shows for two-week 


run of new Will Rogers flicker, ‘Life 


Begins at 40,’ opening Friday 15. 
Top, 40c, will rematn the same, 
however. It’s the first time since 
Alvin inaugurated presentations last 
October that they've been aban- 
doned. 

Move is only temporary, with 
shows scheduled to resume March 
29 when Dorsey Brothers band, 


with Bob Crosby, comes in. Follow- 
ing week, Mary Brian is scheduled 
to open her personal appearance 
tour here. 

That leaves Penn with only flesh 
in town for fortnight. Stanley, too, 
has no flesh in sight, due princi- 
pally, however, to inability to land 
names big enough to compete with 
Penn's line-up, including Cantor, 
Rubinoff, Olsen, Shutta, Calloway 
and others. 





Mgrs. Luncheon Table 
Booking Klatch Irks 
Detroit Cub Bookers 


Detroit, March 12. 
Unusual idea for booking talent 
for beer gardens and night spots has 
been developed here, Garden own- 
ers meet on Monday for lunch and 
view acts for their respective spots. 
Novelty of the idea is that acts 
are not announced under their 
names, but are given a number. 
Beer dispensers sit at the festive 
board and between courses with 
soup spoon in one hand and pencil 
in the other, designate whether 
team number 4 or single number 16 
will appear at their place. Strictly 
hired at NRA code salary, so price 

does not favor any particular «ct. 
These weekly auditions are irking 
local bookers and they are banding 
together to put an end to this. So 
far the actors have not signified 

whether they like the idea or not. 


- 
0.&J. and Gene Austin 

e 7 e Di e 
Unit Touring in Dixie 

Spartanburg, 8. C., March 12. 
Unit featuring Gene Austin, Olsen 
and Johnson, Strong’s Admirals and 
a line of girls is roadshowing in 
Dixie, playing reserved-seat stands 
in the approximately 20,000 pop. and 


up towns. Plays two-show date at 
Carolina here March 29. 


Whitehead IIl 


Ralph Whitehead, executive sec- 
retary of the American Federation 
of Actors, is very ill at his home in 
the Osborne hotel, New York. 

Whitehead has undergone five op- 
erations in the past two weeks for 
a serious ear infection. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 




















Only one nitery flashing floor 
show talent, the Dion troupe at the 
Overlook Inn. Twenty have shut 
on account of too much snow. 

Among newcomers who are show- 
ing up oke are Lawrence McCarthy, 
Tommy Kearns, Maurice Pearson, 
Joe Dabrowski, Muriel (Eddy Sis- 
ters) Cirheney and Beatrice Lee. 

Eddie Ross, of the Four Carlton 


Boys, perking up nicely with 
pneumo-thorax and the Fischel 
treatment. 


Dick Moore, who has been fight- 
ing a siege of setbacks, now up for 
lourgse room pictures, 

If you hear that Fred Rith, Ethel 
Clauds, Margaret Newell and Ben- 
way are always smiling, it’s new 
molars, thanks to Mrs. Wm, Morris. 

During February every patient 
received candy statuettes of Abe 
Lincoln and George Washington 
from Jerry Vogel. 

Many thanks to Mrs. Chet Dana 
(Betty Fuller) for the flock of new 
books shot into our library. 

Ben Schaffer lost his father. 
was 90. 

Frisco DeVere, who has been bed- 
ding faithfully to regain lost pound- 


He 


age, now up at intervals in mess 
hall. 
‘Mabel Looks Ahead’ was well 


rendered at the lodge by a capable 
east. A C.C.C. camp road-show 
sponsored by Bill Morris, Jr. 
Dr. Kar] Fischel New Yorking for 
a fortnight on biz. 
Write to those 
Saranac. 


you know at 





ASKING LAW TO BAN 
MALE DOLLS IN N. Y. 


Albany, March 12. 

Female impersonators will have to 
join the ranks of the unemployed if 
the Legislature passes a bill intro- 
duced by Assemblyman Bernard 
Austin, New York Democrat. 

Anybody employing impersonators 
would be charged with a misde- 
meanor under the bill, which pro- 
hibits men from wearing women's 
clothing. 








Toronto Police Post 
$1,000 Reward in Abe 
Appleby Murder Case 


Toronto, March 12. 

Police have posted a $1,000 reward 
in connection with the mysterious 
murder last week of Abe Appleby, 
owner of the Roxy, burlesque, whose 
body was found before the rifled 
safe in the manager’s office. He had 
been shot twice in the back of the 
head. 

Charles F. Keen, 27, known to 
Detroit police as ‘The Mustard 
King,’ was located in a downtown 
hotel here for questioning and 
cleared himself of the crime, but 
was arrested on a charge of theft 
after searchers discovered a dia- 
mond ring which had been stolen 
from Georgina Napier, wardrobe 
mistress at the Roxy. 

Keen’s arrest resulted from infor- 
mation that he had been seen around 
the theatre before the murder was 
discovered. Police found an auto- 
matic on Keen and subsequent in- 
vestigation was followed by the 
theft charge. 


They’re Everything but 
Amateurs in N. Y. Houses 











Albany, March 12. 

Schine’s Avon, Watertown, seems 
to be dodging ‘amateur night’ tag, 
but does manage to get local talent 
on its stage. For instance, Y.M.C.A. 
athletes staged an act entitled ‘A 
Day at the Gym.’ 

In Troy, RKO Proctor’s has 
picked up amateurs through what 
it calls ‘New Talent Night’ once a 
week. Griswold and*Rose theatres 
are also plugging locals. 

In Albany, Harry Hellman has 
‘Opportunity Night’ at both the 
Royal and Paramount. Warner's 
Ritz has tied up with a local furni- 
ture store that broadcasts amateurs, 
Winner gets a job doing a personal 
at the Ritz. House had no stage, 
but built a platform in front of the 
screen. 





Glee Club’s Chance 


Baltimore, March 12. 
Johns Hopkins University Glee 
Club (65) will sub for Frank Parker, 
who is pencilled in as headliner on 
next vaude bill at Loew’s Century, 
starting Friday (15), for one day 
(Sunday) when Parker must flit 
back to New York to broadcast on 
the Jack Benny-Jello half hour over 
the NBC network. 7 
The Hopkins Gleers will appear 
at all three performances on the 
Sabbath. About yearly the Century 
brings the gang down onto its ros- 
trum for a single performance, but 
this will be initial time the club 
gets a full day in. 


LOUISE BEAVER’S CHI DATE 


Louise Beaver, the mammy in 
‘Imitation of Life,’ is extending her 
p.a. tour to include the Regal, Chi- 
cago, April 14. 

Regal has a strictly colored pa- 
tronage, 








Involved and Frenzied Finance 
Sees U.S. Co. Evicted in Japan 





‘Choristers Cleared in 


e 
Buffalo Burley Pinch 
Buffalo, March 12. 

Josephine Martin, of the 
chorus girls arrested in the police 
raid on the Gayety theatre (bur- 
lesque) last week, was acquitted by 
a jury in City Court on a charge of 
indecent dancing. Similar charges 
against two other members of the 
troupe were dismissed at the same 
time. 

Charging that some of the police 
had tried to get the girls to pose 
in the nude at headquarters, the at- 
torney for the defense called the ar- 
rests ‘outrageous.’ 


U. S. Law Would Curb 
Hauptmann Jury’s 
Yen for Vaude Tour 


one 





Washington, March 12. 

Legislation to prevent the Haupt- 
man jury, or any other jurors in 
criminal trials, making a 
vaudeville tour was proposed In 
Congress today by Senator Duffy of 
Wisconsin. Measure stipulates it’s 
illegal for any juror ‘to move or 
travel in interstate or foreign com- 
merce for the purpose of making 
any statement at any public per- 
formance for profit relating to any- 
thing that transpired at such crim- 
inal trial’, 

Penalties would include $5,000 
fine and one year in jail. Author of 
the bill said he was motivated by 
reports that agents offered con- 
tracts to the Flemington jurors. 


Ted Lewis Opening 
Straight Pix House 


from 





Due to report at Metro for a pic- 
ture June 1, Ted Lewis will play 
theatres in the meanwhile. William 
Morris office is setting the fill-in 
dates, which takes in RKO, Loew 
and Paramount houses. 

Loew will: open up Memphis the 
week of April 19 for the first time 
this season to play Lewis, but re- 
verts to straight films thereafter. 





UNION PULLS MUSICIANS 
York, Pa., March 12. 

Gertrude Avery Revue, playing 
York theatre, indie, ran into em- 
barassment this week when union 
pulled its orchestra and left the unit 
without music. 

House has non-union operators 
and the union objected the union 
band working there. Management 
rounded up five non-union musi- 
cians, but minus rehearsals their 
performance was sad. 


ou 


KIMBERLY CLEARED 
London, Feb. 27. 
Joe Nathan sued Leon Kimberly 
for $1,000, which he claimed due him 
for salary. 
Defendant was awarded the judg- 
ment, with costs. 








Capitol H. 0. 

Current stageshow at the Capitol, 
N. Y., consisting of the Ben Bernie 
ork and specialists, holds over for 
another week. 

Pic, ‘After 
sticks. 


Office Hours,’ also 





Inside Stuft-Vaude 


That old axiom, ‘The show must go one,’ 


when they had to charter a special 


was forced on Hickey & Anger 
train to get their ‘Live, Laugh and 


Love’ unit from Baltimore to Philadelphia in order to make a connec- 
tion to Boston in time for a Friday morning opening at the Metropolitan 


there. 
fares, or $346, for the 29 people. 
when it’s ordinarily $462.84, 


Producers’ dilemma came about 


because 


Cost of shipping the cast like an Elks convention was 100 extra 
Total r.r. cost to Boston was $808.84, 


of Washington's Birthday, 


which they didn't think the New York, New Haven & Hartford rr. ob- 


served until too late. 


This line pulled an early Friday morning train off 


its schedule, the only normal connection the unit could have made to 
get to Boston in time for the first show, with Paramount meanwhile in- 


sisting that the unit get to the theatre even if it had to fly. 


Only other 


way open was the chartering of the special to Philadelphia after the last 
show at the Hipp, Balto, to connect with an express to the Hub. 


Sa eee é “ee 
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Toky Oo, Fe b. 15. 


Pantages Show has been tossed 


;}out of the Nippon Gekijo and is now 


waiting around the Imperial Hotel 


for a chance to use the other half 
of iis round-trip. ticket, sailing 
Feb. 26. 


Attraction is not connected in any 
way with the eviction order served 
Feb. 14, except in its failure to 
make as much money as the over- 
optimistic promoters thought it 
would. Trouble is entirely due to 
the tangles of Yosaburo Suzuki, 
former managing-director for Nik- 
katsu Pictures, who got into a 
financial jam and couldn’t wiggle 
out, 

Last fall Tameo Kajiyama, former 
American vaude mentalist, con- 
vinced Suzuki that his connection 
with Rodney Pantages and Arthur 


Silber could be used to bring a 
first-class revue to this country. 
Suzuki got together enough coin 
for the $22,500 guarantee demanded 
for the first four weeks and ar- 
ranged with the Nippon Yusen 


Kaisha steamship line to make the 
tickets available for a company of 
48. That was Nov. 24, with the 
company due to arrive just before 
the end of the year. 

Suzuki then set about getting a 
theatre. Hitches arose and he tried 
to defer the sailing, only to dis- 
cover that the company was al- 
ready on the water. He wanted 
the Nippon Gekijo, which has 2,952 
Seats, 1,100 more than any other 
Tokyo house available. But the 
Nippon Gekijo Operating Company 
had leased the house to a combine 
of Ichizo Kobayashi and _ the 
Shochiku theatrical interests, which 
wanted to get it out of the market 
for first-run foreign talkers. Finally 
Nippon Gekijo company agreed to 
rent the house back from this coms 
bine and then re-rent it to Suzuki. 

As the ship bearing the Pantages 
company drew nearer, the price 
went up. It started at $7,000 a 
month and finally reached $26,600 
for the four weeks and two days 
between Dec. 30 and Jan. 28. There 
it stuck. Suzuki borrowed money 
at high rates of interest and 
had a house waiting when the show 
arrived. It opened Jan. 1 to excel 
lent business, with Suzuki dragging 
down everything he could lay his 
hands on to pay off the moneys 
lenders. For some time the boxe 
office was under attachment due to 
one of these deals. Later business 
was not good, certainly not enough 
to crack the nut of about $66,000 
which had grown on Suzuki's tree, 

Negotiations cut down the rental 
for the second four weeks to $14,000 
and Suzuki somehow managed to 
scrape together $5,600 to take care 
of the first part of that. But he 
could not raise enough for the 
company. 

At this point Kajiyama stepped 
into the picture as guarantor ag 
well as booker. He made a new 
deal with Suzuki under which each 
day’s take, after a top-off for the 
picture, would be divided 50-50, 
Suzuki taking half and Kajiyama 
half. Starting Jan. 29, he gave 
Silber his personal guarantee that 
he would make good any shortage 
from such receipts. He says he 
made money for only four of the 
14 days. 

At about the beginning of Febru- 
ary, Suzuki disappeared. Nobody 
could find him, but Kyuhei Mogi 
collected his share of the receipts, 
which apparently continued to go 
to the money-lenders, for there was 
nothing available to take up the 
option for the balance of the month, 
On Feb, 9, both President Tsuneo 
Kanemitsu and Managing-Director 
Taro Debari of the Nippon Gekijo 
Operating Company became impos- 
sible to locate. Kajiyama wanted a 
chance to break even and figured 
that he could do it if he could only 
make a deal with someone to keep 
the theatre. But nobody with 
power to deal was available. Su- 
zuki was in hiding from his credi- 
tors. Kanemitsu and Debari prob- 
ably figured that there would only 
be a lot of trouble and attachments 


if they took Kajiyama up on his 
percentage proposition. Moreover, 
the show hadn’t been making 
money. 


On Feb. 14, pointing out that the 
balance of $8,500 had not been paid 
on the February rent, Debari went 
to the police and asked to have the 
company removed from his house 
Police served the notice and there 





was no show. 
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Numerals in connection with bills Delow inaicate opening day ot 
show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW YORK CITY | Ethel Shutta 


Palace (15) 
Gine De Quincy & L 
Bob Ripa 
3 X Sts 
Johnny Burke 
Cuampaans Cockt'l 


Anatole's Affairs "35 
Academy 
Ist half (15-18) 
Olympian Aces 
Vince Mondi 
The Mainstreeters 
Bobby Pincus 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Benny Merofft Rev 
Coliseum 
ist haif (16-19) 
Serge Flash 
Joe Morris 
Moscow Varieties 


Christensens 

Zelaya 

Buster Shaver 

Stepin Fetchit 

treat Yacopis 
Tilyou 

Ist half (15-17) 

Burnh’m Harris &§ 

omby & Gang 

Eddie White 


DETROIT 
Fox (15) 

Leon & Mace 

Frankie Connors 

(Three to fill) 

(8) 

Weaver Bros & E 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (15) 

Gwynne Co 

Campus 4 

Lewis & Moore 

Eddie Peabody 

Liazeed Arabs 

(8) 

Folies de Paree 
NEW BRUNSWICK 
Keith's 
ist half (16-17) 

Mysterious Mimic 

(Three to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (15) 

Sameuls’ Co 

(8) 

Cab Calloway Orc 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (15) 

Harris 2 & L 

Don Cummings 

Eddie South Ore 

Barry & Whitledge 

Great Gretanos 

(8) 

Bob Ripa 

Popeye 

Martha Raye 

Vic Oliver 





Keep Moving 
(One to fill) 


Bartell & Hurst 











OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 
PARAMOUNT BUILDING 
This Wk.: Mrs. James Wallington; Mrs. Pat Kelly 











BOSTON 
Boston (15) 
Parisian Scandals 
8 


Platinum Blondes 
CHICAG 
Palace (15) 

French «asino Rev 

(8) 


‘Hello Paris’ 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (15) 

Earl —— Van's 


TRENTON 
Capitol 
ist half (16-18) 
Mangean Tr 
Norman Thomas 6 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (12-15) 
Don Bestor Ore 
UNION CITY 
Kelth's 
Ist half (15-17) 
Bert Walton 
Popeye 
Vernon Rathbura 





George Olsen Ore 


(One to fill) 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (15) 
Dave Apcllon Rev 
Boulevard 
Ist half (15-18) 
Larry Saunders Co 

Betty Boop 
Burns & Kissen 
Lee Stafford Rev 
(One to fill) 
Orpheum 
1st half (15-18) 
Ziegtried Co 
Lazy Dan 
J & K Lee 
8 Fonzalles 
Burtell & Hurst Rev 
2d half (19-21) 
Larry Saunders Co 
WwW & G Ahearn 
Betty Boop 
Hickey Bros 
Lynn Burno Rev 
Paradise (15) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
State (15) 
Milton Berle 
Norman Frescott 


Joan Abbott 
Ralph Sanford 
Gordon Reid & K 


Mattison’s Rhythms 


Rosalind Baker 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
Ist haif (15-18) 

8 Victor Girls 

Reis & Dunn 

Dunean Sis 

Jackson Irving & R 

Lynn Burno Rev 
2a half (19-21) 

Norman Thomas 5 

Lavy Dan 

JI & K Lee 

3 Fonzalles 

(One to fill) 
Me‘ronolitan (15) 

Albee Sis 

Rooneysa 

Timbergs 

Clarence Rock 


James Kelly 
Foster & Williams 
Harry Kohler 
Earl Redding 
Dean Raymond 
Valencia (15) 
Andy Sanella Ore 
Rachella Carls 
Pierre LaKrenn 
Ford & Bond 
Jerome Mann 


Gaylene Sis 
BALTIMORE 
Centary (15) 
Martin & Martin 
Vox & Walters 
Frank Parker 
Fred Sanborn Co 
Gracella & Theo 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (15) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
BRIDGEPORT 
Globe (15) 
Blanche Calloway O 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew’s (15) 
Johnny Ferkins 
Ruth Petty 
Eleanor Whitney 
14 Girls 
NEWARK 
State (15) 
3 Kanes 
Peggy Healey 
Walter Walters Co 
Gio Givot 
Youthful Rhythms 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (15) 
Eddie Cantor 
Rubinofft 
Parkyvakakas 
Ching Linge Foo Jr 
H & D Dixon 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (15) 
Ted Adair Rev 
Fred Lightner Co 
Everett Marshall 
Michon Bros 











Paramount 




















BOSTON Vivian D Chiesa 
Metropolitan (15) | Edward Davis 
Dorsey Bros Lamb & Belett 
Bob Crosby 3 Swifts 
Ches Fredericks Co} Powell & Nedri 
Mario & Florio Evans Ballet 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (15) Marbro (8) 
Ted Lewis Bd A B Marcus — 
CHICAGO La Vie Paree Co 
Chicago (15) Oriental (8) 
Gracie Barry Rumbaland Rev 
Slate Bros Arthur LaFleur & M 
Harriet Hayes 3 Rimacs 
Gautier’s Toy Shop! Joaquin Garay 
(8) ‘Sduardo Rio 
ELIZABETH Vitaphone Girls 
Ritz (15) Joe Besser 
‘TIlarlem Scandals’ Roscoe Ates 
PHILADELPHIA | Georgie yy 
Earle (15) 3 Stewart Sis 
2 De Long Sis READING 
Maude Hilton Astor (8) 
Ina Ray Hutton Orc|3 De Long Sis 
Dorothy Crocker Maud Hilton Co é 
(3) Ina Ray Hutton Co 





3 Merry Go R'‘und’rs c 


Dorothy Crooker Frank Gaby 
WASHINGTON Gine DeQuincy & L 
Earle (15) Boswell Sis 


WILMINGTON 


Queen 
2d half (14-16) 
‘Blackstone’ 
YORK 
Strand 
2d half (14-16) 
‘Bow'ry M H Fol'es’ 


J & M Mason 
Roscoe Ates 
Buster Shaver 
Oliver & George 
Vitaphone Girls 
Georgie we 





(8) 
Royal Uyenos 


Independent 


Clifford & Ciark 
Rhythm Rev 
Daum & Black 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (6) 
Frank J Sidney Co 
Frank Jenks 
Capps Bros Sis 








CHICAGO 
State Lake (9) 
Harris & Howcll 
Eddie Hanley 
Rhythm Redheads 
Maxima 
Verne Buck 
LONG BEACH 





Strand (8) Edgar Bergen Co 
Adagio 4 Al Verdi & Thelma 
James Miller 5% Arleys 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (15) 
Salici Puppets 


Waller & Lee 
(Others to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 


Casting Pearis Fay’s (15) 
Gae Foster Girls Sizzlers 
Freddy Mack Mason & Yvonne 


Jones & Rooney 
Balabanow 5 
(Others to fill) 


Roxy Rhythm Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (7) 


ORCESTER 
Rube Wolf Bd ag oe 
Fanchonettes Ist half (14-17) 
Corps de Ballet Hibbitt & Hartman 
Glee Club Clifton & Brent 


Garland Sis 


MeConnell & Moore 
Ashley Dees 


3 Radioettes 


PHILADELPHIA | Duke & G’nw’ld Rev 
Fox (15) (Others to fill) 
Ray Pepkins 2d half (18-20) 
De Roze Jans & Lynton Rev 


Miller Bros & C 
Masters & Grayce 
Tom Barry 
(Others to fill) 


(Others te fill) 


x 
ist half (14-16) 
Cirllleo Bros 








Jack Powell 
Central Pk. Casino 








London 


Week of March 11 


Canterbury M. H. , Lillian Burgiss 





Ist half (11-13) KILBURN 
Savona Grange 
Idllian Burgiss Bebe & Rene 

2d half (14-16) 3 Hiltons 
Geo Betton Bob Barlow 
24 Corona Babes LEWISHAM 

nion Palace 
Ramsey Rhythm $/|Kentucky Minstrels 
New Victoria Scott & Whaley 
Act Superb Ike Hatch 

Trocadero Cab Kentucky Choir 

Les Allen & 4 LEYTON 


Arthur Prince 


Savoy 
Al & Bob Harvey M & H Nesbitt 


Zennaro Scott Courtney 
Fred Phyllis & A Peggy & Sylvia 
Maurice Holls Bros 
HADWELL H’TH LEYTONSTONE 
Embassy Rialto 
Levanda 8 Krakajax 
Mona Grey NEW CROSS 
Nixon & Morrisons Kinema 
CLAPTON Hugh Ormond 
Rink Dennis 4-Rita 
Lester & Andree 3 Zarovs 
3 Magnets PECKHAM 
Averard C & Roy Palace 
EAST HAM Hugh Ormond 
Premier Dennis 4-Rita 
Levanda 3 Zaroys 
Mona Grey SHEPH’RD’S BUSH 
Nixon & Morrison Pavilion 
EDGEWARE RD. | Ramsay Rhythm § 
Grand STAMFORD HILL 
Bebe & Rene Regent 
3 Hiltons Bobby Howell Bd 
Bob Darlow STRATFORD 
EDMONTON Broadway 
Empire M & H Nesbitt 
Cotton Bd Seott Courtney 
HAMMERSMITH | Peggy & Sylvia 
Palace Holls Bros 
Chas Manning Bd TOOTING 
Joyful Jovers Granada 


Claire Rowe & C 
Connor & Drake 


Chas Manning Ba 
Claire Rowe & C 


HOLLOWAY Joyful Jovers 
Marlborough Connor & Drake 
Bobby Howell Bd TOTTENHAM 
ISLINGTON Palace 
Blue Hall Lester & Andree 
Ist half (11-13) 3 Magnets 


Geo Betton 

24 Corona Babes 
2d half (14-16) 

Savona 


Averard C & Roy 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Cotton Ba 





Billy 





Provincial 





Week of March 11 


EDINBURGH LEITH 
Regent Capitol 

Ist half (11-138) Ist half (11-18) 
Franciyi Olloms Co as booked 


2d half (14-16) 
Co as booked 


2d half (14-16) 
Francini Olloms 





Cabarets 





NEW YORK CITY 


Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri 
Geovignett! 
Pietro 

Barrel of Fun 
Jack Sheldon 
Annette Lacy 
Andy's Aces 
Lewis & Dody 

Bill’s Gay 90's 





Kathryn Parsons 


Armando’s Bigelow & Lee 
Consuelo Flowerton | Jerry White 

Bal Musette Beaux des Arts 
Arden & Duncan Nina Allen 


Justine Jai Tal 
Bruno 
George Thorne 
Angelita Loya 
Fox & Ballister 
Ralph Navelle Ore 
Cafe International 


Inez Elvira 
Lita Santos 
Lagitanilla 
Los Otedas 





Ethel Merman 
Maurine & Norva 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Chateau Moderne 
Paul Bass Ors 
Betty Boinker 
Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 
Lois Eliiman 
Comfort & Reilly 
Jack Meyer Ore 
Club Richmaes 
Wheeler, M & W 
Cocoanut Grove 
Reis & Dunn 
Lloyd Garrett 
Durelle Alexander 
Ruth Williams 
Bryant, Rains & ¥ 
Coin de Paris 


Renee Estabrook 
Jerry Farrar 
Harry Sapro 
Arthur Gibbs 
Congress 
Sid Austin Ore 
Cotton Club 


C C Rev 

Mears & Mears 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Opheia & Pimiento 
John Henry 
Swan & Lee 
Lena Horn 

Bll Bailey 

Jessie Scott 
Dynamite Hooker 
Cora La Redd 
Cab Calloway 


Coq Rouge 
La Porte Ore 
Cubanacan 


Rigo & Carmencita 
Miguel Di Grandy 
Juanita 

Don Raphael 
Cordoba Sis 

Dawn Patrol Clab 
Frank Farrell Ore 
Barker Trio 

Delmonico’s 


Byrnes & Swanson 

Billy Mack 

Gould Sis 

Al White 

Eddie Court 

Durso Orc 
Dubonett 

Josk De Barby Ore 
El Chico 


Wences 

Paco Cansino 
Mignon Dallet 
Rosita Rios 
Francisco Ramos 
Emilio de Torre 


Ei Morocco 


Irving Rose’a Ore 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
Billy Mijlton ‘ 


El Tereador 


D J Escarpinterm Or 
Trin! Varela 
Dinorah Arguden 
Juanita 

Ramon Quiros 
Ferium & Mara 


Essex House 
Glen Gray Oro 
Firenre 


Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Orc 


Flying Trapese 
Hazel Williams 
reddy Berrens Ore 

French Casine 
Norene Carney 
Muriel Seabury 
Walter Davies 
Gloria Gilbert 
Maria Desty 
Harald & Lola 
Olympe Bradna 
Les Manxinis 
Lelime Trio 
Drena 
Witman 
Delso 
Roberts 
Juan 
Guittar 
Emile Boreo 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Carl Hoft Ore 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Phil Harris 
Leah Ray 
Eloise Martina 
Sammy White 
Pierce & Harris 
Vera Nizas 
4 Diplomats 
Edith Roark 
Terry Lawlor 
Barbara Blane 
Mills & Kover 
Virginia Vaughan 
Eileen O'Connor 
Jack Star 
Marion Martin 
Pedro Via Cubans 

Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Ore 

Hotel Biltmore 
Jack Denny Ore 
Vernons 
Ray Heatherton 
Dot, Kay & Em 
Barry Devine 
Hotel Commodore 


Archie Bleyer Ore 


Hotel Delmonico 


Julle Gilesple 
Alex Fogarty 
Harry Tuker Ore 


Hotel Edison 


Freddie Starr Ore 
Jerry Blanchard 
H & M Kane 


Hotel Fifth Ave 
Mishel Gorner Ore 


Horacio Zito Ore 
Hotel Gov. Clinten 
Anthony Trin! Ore 
Hotel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 
Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 


Joe 





M Schuster Ors 


Marti Michel Ors 


Hotel New Yorker 
Oztrie Nelson Orc 
Harriett Hilliard 
Florence & Alvarez 
Hotel Novarro 
Gay Adams 
Thelma Leeds 
Billy Milton 
Maurice St 
Gloria Day 
Vice Rodrignez Ore 
Neil Litt Orc 
Hotel Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylranin 
Hal Kemp Orc 


Hotel Pierre 
Shep Fields Orc 
Hotel Plaza 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Medrano & Donna 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Rich’d Himber Orc 
Joey Nash 
Arman Vecsey Orc 
Hotel Roosevett 
Del Campo Ore 


Clair 


Bernice Parks 
Pomeroy Kev 
Sarita 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Cordoba Sis 
Leon Navara Orc 

Hotel St. Regis 
Johnny Green Ore 
Marjory Logan 
Gertrude Neisen 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Joe Moss Orc 

Hotel Weylia 
Rosaleen & Seville 
Raoul & Reyes 
Milton Dougias 
Larry Siry Ore 
Hernandez Bros 


Hotel Wyndham 
Kathleen Karr 

Jimmy Kelly's 
Danny Higgins 
John Rockwood 
3 Riviera Boys 
Wayne Cook Jr 
Joan Miller 
Sterling Sis 
Midgie Parks 
D’Andre & Tonelli 
Jean McCauley 
Alma Halsey 
Ira Yarnell 
Thaya Tempest 
Peggy De La Plante 
Chas Albert Ore 

La Rue 
Walker O'’Neils Orc 
Le Bijou 

Grace Morgan 
Elise Lord 
Peter Marshall 
Mario Di Pale Ore 


Lescargot d@’Or 
Harriet Page 
Leon & Eddie’e 


Del Pozo Ore 
Ron Perry Orch 


Maison LaFitte 
Max Dolin Ore 
Thamara Sinirskaya 

Maison Voyant 
A a tetine Ore 


Spivy 
Rita Belle 
Mayfair Yacht Club 
Walker O'Neil Ore 
Monte Rosa 
Frank Marino 
Peter Gallo 
Maria Donia 
Mon Paris 
Gene Fosdicks Orc 
Lucien La Riviere 
Mary Alice Rice 
Arnold & Hawkins 
Herrerra Orc 
Normandie 
Rocky Twins 
Helen Gray 
GQ & C Herbert 
Eddie Elkins Ore 
Lester Lannin Orc 
Number One Club 
Mimi Muriel 
Paradise 
NTG Rev 
Sally Rand 
I Aaronson Ors 
Elenore Woods 
Raye Maye 
Rosezell Roland 
Bernice Lee 
Jayne Manners 
Ching Ling Foo Jr 
Reis & Dunn 
Park Lane 
Max Bergere’s Ore 
Place Piquale 
Harry Rosenthal Or 
Jeanette Carlay 
Eve Symington 
Rainbow Room 
Endor & Farrell 
Donna & Medrane 
Marcello Luzzato 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
Reno Merry-Go- 
Ronnd 
Ruth Denning 
Reno Dudes 
Val Olman Ore 
Rits Tower 
Nat Harris Ore 
Savoy-Plaza 
Bob Grant Ore 
G & C Herbert 
Dwight Fiske 
Florence Herbert 
Rosita & Fontana 
Jos Zatour Ore 
Sherry's 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Alice Dawn 
Al Ross 
Jos Smith Ore 
Stork Club 
Bobby La Branche 
Gay Adams 
Vi Bradley 
Vercelle Sis 





Hayward Powers Or 


Ches Doherty Rev 


Trouville 
Jim Miller Orc 


Ubangi Club 
Gladys Bently 
Allen Drew 
Bill Baily 
Teddy Hill 

Versailles 
Jos C Smith Ore 
Rodriguez Ore 
Betty Barthell 
Kugenie Woodruff 
James Struthers 


CHI 


Blackhawk 
Kay Kyser Oro 
Beverley Kirk 
Alex'nd’r & Swanson 
Frances Willer 


Chez Paree 


Al Trahan 
Yukon Cameron 
Nick Lomg Jr 
Miles & Kover 
Betty Kean 

Gus Arnheim Ore 


Cellege Inn 
Art Jarrett 
Eleanor Holm 
Olive Olsen 
Chaz Chase 
Chas Agnes Orc 


Colosimo’s 


Don Enrico 
Adelaide Keroff 
Gano & Rita 

Mary Nevells 
Arthur Gretlow Qls 
Bob Tinsley’s Orc 


Congress Hotei 
idoe Urban Room) 


Robert Royce 
Eddie Scope 
Patricla Norman 
Marcy & LaBelle 
J Cherniavsky Orc 


Clab Alabam 


Trudy Davidson 
Virla Vaughn 
Bobby Danders 
Gloria Starr 
Hinton Sis 
Phyliss Herry 
Gale West 


Club Algiers 


Kay Davison 
Rosita 

Algiers Club Ore 
Evelyn Camen 
The Weismuellers 
Kay Davidson 
Sammy Kahn 
Austin Mack Ore 


Cleab Minuet 
Frank Sherman 
Corlies & Paimer 
Ercelle Sis 
Helene Carol 
Adelina Dossena 
Hope Parker 
Maurie Stanton’s Or 


Drake Hotel 


Karre Lebarons 
Ferde Grofe Ore 


Edgewater Beach 

Alta Warsawska 

Herbie Kay Ore 

James Kozaks Ore 
Embassy Clab 

Evonne Faith 

Ruth Joffee 

Pep & Ginger 

Roy Fox 

Lou Shatel 

Danny Alvin's Ore 
French Casino 

Paris-Vienna Rev 

Tom Gerun's Ore 

Earl Rickard 

Eddie Dander’s Ore 


Village Nut Club 

Jack Fagan 

Sheer Bros 

Beebe Moftet 

Aileen Cooke 

Val Vestoff 

Floria Vestoff 

Milton Mann Ors 
Waldorf-Astoria 

Consuelo 

Hal LeRoy 

Carmen Castillo 

Xavier Cugat Ore 

Henry King Ore 

Beauvel & Tova 


CAGO 


Joe Buckley Ore 


Harry’s N. ¥. Bar 


Harry Harris 
Al Wagner 
Phil Furman 
Harry LeGrand 
Sid Raymond 


Hi Hat Club 


Elaine Manzi 
Muriel Love 
Claire Powell 
Eitie Burton 
Joan Poat 
Lamb's 
Bob Price 
Peggy Leonard 
Gwyn Rogers 
Edna Stanley 
Dodds Bros 
Michelob Ina 


Betty Moore 
Delores Marcelle 
Jeannette Graham 
Hal Hiatt’s Ore 


Opera Club 


Ann Seymour 
Berenoff & Warlyne 
Vernon Rickard 
Jules Alberti Ore 


Paimer House 


Stuart & Lea 
Jay Seiler 
Stanley Morner 
Condos Bros 
Abbott Dancers 
Ted Weems Ore 
Paramount Club 
Billy Gray 
Nan Blackstone 
3S Roberts 
Joe Marino 
Maurie Stein Ore 


Royale Frolics 
Joe Lewis 
Giggles Regan 
Bebe Sherman 
Marge & Marie 
N & O Detrick 
Dolores 
Cecil Blair 
Henri Lishon Ore 


Terrace Gardens 


Roma Vincent 
Alice Blue 
Szita & Anis 
Hank, the Mule 
O’Brien Girls 
Stan Myers Ore 
Via Lage 
Rick & Snyder 
Chicak Stanley 
Peggy Laurie 
Lou Blake Ore 
Walnut Room 
(Bismarck Hotel) 
Art Kassel Orc 
Bertnoff & Earlyne 
Lilllan LaVerne 
Florence Schubert 
Ted Travers 


Joe Perrone’s 


J. Marengo Ore 
Murray Peck 
Dee Sis 

Patsy Lee 
Texas Tommy 
Freddy Beardan 
Ruth Van Lolse 





Cafe 





LOS ANGELES 


Ballyhoo 
Myra Mason 
Murray Sis 
6 Counts of Rhythm 

Beverly- Wilshire 
Orville Knapp Ore 
Ramon & Rosita 

Biltmore Bowl 
Jimmy Grier Ore 
Rhythm Rascals 
Beatrice Hagen 
Darlene Walders 

Cafe de Paree 
Roy Herbeck Ore 

Casino 

(Agua Caliente) 
Nirvanna 
Jullan Marjorie 
Beatrice Ynez 
Armida Tovara 
La Francon 
The Casinos 
Merissa Flores 
Bobby Maytorene 
Benito Bd 

Cecoanut Grove 
Guy Lombardo Ore 

Clover Club 
Frankie Masters Bd 
Cotton Club 
Mille Bros 
3 Midnight Steppers 


Les Hite Bd 
El Ray Club 
Gene Austin 
Candy & Coco 
Joe Marlin Ore 
Hollywood Stable 
Paul Law Orc 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Marlin Ore 
Italian Village 
Mazie Richardsos 
Louise Walker 
Gray & Hudson 
Marcell Inn 
Tommy Lyman Orc 
Palmeras 
Chay Perex Oro 
Gypsy Serenaders 
Edith Davis 
Dina De Tolly 
Howard Jarrad 
Palomar 
Dick Jurgens Ore 
Paris Inn 
Bert Rovere Ore 





Singing Waiters 
Pirrone’s 

Joe Marengo Ore 
Sharry’s 

Bob Miller Ore 
Topsy’s 


Geo Redman Ore 


Russ Pic Starts Riot 
In Bucharest Cinema 


Bucharest, March 1. 
Recent exhibition of a Soviet film, 


first one released in Roumantia, at 
the Regale theatre, precipitated a 
riot among the radical element here, 


when a group numbering 200 arrived 
at the theatre to protest the show- 
ing and proceeded to oust the pa- 
trons. 

Timely intervention by police pre- 
vented serious consequencés to those 





who resisted. 


a on 
El Chicorrito Hotel McAlipiz Taft Grill Deteres “Dente 3 D dl 
Don Casanova Jimmy Blake Geo Hall Ore y ea oc 
Ss 2 Rudy Hernandes Or| Barker 3 Loretta Lee Village Barn 
Cantina Barra | Frank Farrell Ore Thomashefsky’s Jerry Blanchard —— 
Yr * Flessie Osbeck . , < » Waulsl . 
Raym'nd & Lucinda Boris Thomaskefsy | Sammy wish (Continued from page 47) 
Gilberto & Jose Hotel Montclair Regina Zuckerberg |3 Boston Girls : 
Briceno Zeon Janney Sammy Celten Detasee Pareles schedule with organ music and 
Don Jose Ore ; A, Harry Littman Orc | Eddie Gale scri . 
Leota Lane ; a : script acts. 
: Florence Kiug Accent & Jenesco 
NEXT WEEK (March 15) a — > Mme. Charova a hfe tn Ore Puzzled most by the Situation are 
arry Stoc , , Irv Bercowitz Josh Medders the music publis 
THIS W EEK (March 8) Row & Segee a toe Gertle Butiman Tulle Wintz Ore P hers. With neither 


side showing an inclination to com- 
promise, the publishers can't decide 
whether to let things ride as is or 
route out their professional staffs 
to make contacts with the various 
bands that the webs are bringing 
into New York. Most of the pub- 
lishers are doing their contacting 
in these spots by phone, while a 
large number of pubs last week 
had their professional men deliv- 
ering to local stations phonograph 
records containing tunes they were 
interested in having plugged. For 
New York, the latter resource con- 
stituted a new twist to the bust- 
ness of song exploitation. 


Song pluggers are confronted with 
an unusual situation due to the sit- 
uation in New York City over the 
Musicians Union enforcement of its 
old $3 per man tax on dance re- 
motes for broadcasting. This is send- 
ing the networks out of town for 
dance music. Simultaneously ob- 
scure or neglected cut-of-town 
bands are becoming the network 
plugs while the fair-haired lads so 
assiduously cultivated by the song 
pluggers can’t do much for the pubs. 

Some of the orchestra leaders 
who have gotten a minimum of 
courtesy from music houses are re- 
ported enjoying their sudden prom- 
inence. Palsy-walsy stuff from the 
pubs is in marked contrast with the 
formality dished out previously to 
the small outfits not on the webs, 


Philadelphia, March 12. 


New York union ruling on dance 
remotes has brought Philly bands 
into prominence. WIP alone shows 
an increase of two hours in pump- 
ing of network music, while WCAU 
and WFIL are sending to their re- 
spective webs a whole new sched- 
ule of dance remotes. Added to the 
net this week for either new shows 
or schedule increases were Vincent 
Travers’ ork from the Pennsylvania, 
Leo Zollo of the Ben Franklin, Jim 
Fettis from WCAU, Billy Hays on 
NBC through WFIL as a studio sus- 
tainer, Del Regis from the Roof 
Pierre and all of WIP’s dance spots 
which include six hotels here. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(Cotinued from page 50) 
Told that a good spieler could av- 
erage $80-$100 “for himself” each 
week and that he had taken a net 
of $30,000 out of Canada the previ- 
ous year with seven shows. Sold 
‘electric’ liver pads. 





Michigan was trying to put over 
a state tax on circuses in addition 
to the local reader. It did not ge 
through. Held unconstitutional. 





Trapeze performers were engaged 
to decorate the new Pension Office 
in Washington for the inaugural 
ball. 

Chinaman from the interlor vise 
ited the Chinese theatre in Sas 
Francisco. Started a riot and the 
house wrecked. 

Minnesota solon introduced a bill 
requiring men and women to be seg- 
regated in skating rinks. Only drew 
a gufifaw. 


Frank Damrosch, brother of Wal- 
ter, was leader of the Denver Cho- 
rus club and a resident of that city. 
Moved to New York shortly after. 





Irving, Booth and Barrett were 
playing overlapping dates in Bos- 
ton and all doing well. Not all 
Skakespearean. 





Dramatic shows in the dime mu- 
seums were doing so well that & 
number of better class players were 
eyeing the spots. Chief obstacle 
was the daily matinee, but museums 
then gave only two shows a day: 
Later 10 or 11 shows daily was the 
average. 

‘Fledermaus’ was in for a run if 
Philadelphia. Revived iast year. 





Discovery made that drop curtain 
in a Phila. theatre alleged to have 
been painted by Gustave Dore hed 
been cut up and remade into scer- 
ery. Papers howled. 





Pittsburgh had a new one; * 
membership skating rink. To keep 





out the riffraff. 
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Equity Taking Up Rehearsal Pay 


Next: Not Sure of Best Procedure 


Pay for rehearsals was made the 
especial order of business’ by 
Equity’s Council last week but after 
deliberating it was decided not to 
press the issue too rapidly. That 
was not surprising in view of the 
tumultuous general meeting a week 


ago when the conservatives de- 
feated the younger group within 
Equity. 


A committee was named to con- 
fer with the managers. It was re- 
ported the Council is fully in ac- 
cord with the rehearsal pay step, 
yet there may be no final disposi- 
tion of the issue until Frank Gill- 
more returns from a cruise. He 
gailed last Saturday (9). 

Since there is no basic agreement 
between Equity and the managers, 
the actors’ association could adopt 
rules whereby producers would be 
forced to pay for rehearsals, Coun- 
cil, however, decided against such a 
move without first feeling out the 
temper of the managers towards it. 

That managers might chisel on 
galaries if Equity made such a de- 
mand without conference, appears 
to have deterred the Council from 
taking any action. That sort of 
managerial tactic would mean that 
the actors would really be paying 
themselves for rehearsals out of 
their own salaries, it is felt. 

Feeling among producers towards 
rehearsal pay, however, has 
changed. Formerly managers re- 
garded the idea as revolutionary but 
latterly several leaders are known 
to have conceded that the right of 
actors to get sustenance money 
during rehearsals is a logical mod- 
ern trend, especially in face of en- 
gasement scarcity. 

Idea is for players to receive $25 
weekly after the first week of re- 
hearsals, which is the probationary 
period during which the producer 
may dismiss the player without 
salary claim or the actor can walk 
without liability. As straight plays 
rehearse three additional weeks at 
most, the sustenance coin would not 
amount to much. Sustenance 
money would go to players getting 
less than $150 week. That level may 
be changed, and one proposal is to 
have the allowance apply to all 
classes of players. 


No Reviews Till 
After New Play, 


Panic, Closes 





‘Panic,’ a drama in verse, is the 
only opening on Broadway this 
week. It is slated for a single pub- 
lic performance Friday night (15) 
at a $5.50 top. Although there will 
be a private showing the evening 
before, critics will not be present. 
Since the reviews will appear after 
the show is through, ‘Panic’ cannot 
benefit nor be affected, either way, 
by the reviews. 

Presentation is being made by 
the Phoenix Theatre group, which 
has a subscription list. Subscribers’ 
tickets are scaled from $2.20 down. 
At the latter scale the house can 
get around $1,750, with $3,600 added 
for the public performance, if ca- 
pacity. Understood the sponsors 
do not expect to clear any profit 
but anticipate establishing of Phoe- 
nix, this 
showing. 

Because ‘Panic’ is not a commer- 
¢ial venture, Equity made a con- 
cession in the usual two weeks’ 
minimum salary requirement, Phoe- 
nix players getting but one week’s 
pay. Possible a third performance 
may be given Saturday in conjunc- 
tion with a group called New 
Masses. No extra pay would go to 
the cast for the third performance, 
however. 

‘Panic’ has to do with the Wall 
Street collapse. 





being its first Broadway 





STEFFES’ DILEMMA 


Has Fine New Theatre, But Doesn’t 
Know What to Do With It 








Minneapolis, March 12. 

With only two weeks left before 
the Shubert theatre will be ready 
for occupancy, following completion 
of a $30,000 remodeling job, W. A. 
Steffes, new proprietor of the 
house, is still undecided as to what 
policy to install. 

Steffes has been in a quandary as 
to what use to put the theatre to 
ever since its acquisition several 
months ago. He has considered 
dramatic stock, vaudeville and pic- 
tures, but there are obstacles in 
every course. As a result, accord- 
ing to present indications, he'll soon 
have a theatre ready to open and 
nothing to open it with. 





ACTORS’ DINNER’ 


CLUB T0 
FOLD 


After operating for more than 
three years the Actors’ Dinner Club 
is announced to suspend Satur- 
day (16), increase in the number of 
fr¢e meals as against those paid 
for, and the rising cost of food, be- 
ing the reasons. As many as 300 
dinners have been served nightly. 
That total has dropped off more 
than 33% and at one time recently, 
when 195 were at table, 159 were on 
the cuff. 

Dinner Club was started as an 
emergency measure to aid profes- 
sionals out of jobs. When in diffi- 
culties last summer, it was pointed 
out that it could not be expected to 
become permanent. Yet appeals 
from those aided deferred the dis- 
continuance and donations tided 
the club over. 

Some criticism has been ex- 
pressed that certain ‘members’ were 
taking advantage of the _ rules, 
while others who have not appeared 
on the stage for years and are 
virtually out of show business are 
in regular attendance at dinner 
time. 

Club was operated in several 
spots before locating at the hotel 
Woodstock. System was to serve 
dinner to non-professionals for $1, 
half of that going to pay for an 
actor eating gratis. Hotel actually 
received 90c for two dinners, 10c 
going to the club. There was night- 
ly entertainment along with the 
meals, well known players general- 
ly appearing. Had the club been 
able to maintain a 50-50 percentage 
between paying guests and those 
eating free, it might have been able 
to go along indef. 


Colleen Scrams ‘Farmer’ 











Hollywood, March 12. 
Henry Duffy’s legit production of 
‘Farmer Takes a Wife’ at the El 
Capitan is now uncertain, as Colleen 
Moore has walked out after being 
set for the lead. 


Harrison Back Soon 


Richard B. Harrison, star of ‘The 
Green Pastures,’ who was ordered 
to bed for a complete rest at the 
end of the first week of the colored 
classic’s return Broadway date, is 


expected to rejoin the show at the | 
week. | 
; could operate to a profit that way. 


44th Street theatre next 
Seventy-year-old player is still in 
the hospital, but is reported regain- 
ing strength. 

‘Pastures’ was slated to repeat for 
three weeks in New York but last 
week business held to profitabl 
proportions despite Harrison's de- 
fection and it is expected his re- 
appearance will bolster box office 
interest. 








DIOoENSION ON 
ONDBATH ofl Ws 


Equity Still Adamant but 
Admits Probable Defeat 
—Lower Salaried Actors 
Figured to Line Up in 
Favor of Measure—Show- 
men Preparing New Pro- 
cedures 


—_—__ 


UNION ANGLES 


Despite the victory of the old line 
members of Equity at its recent 
meeting, internal dissension may 
split the organization wide if it per- 
sists in opposing Sunday shows. 

Certain percentage of members, 


of the higher salary class, don’t 
want Sunday performances. Others, 
for whom jobs are scarce, are will- 
ing to work on any and all days, 
and if so ordered by managers will 
likely do so, regardless of Equity 
rules, 

With both bills which will legal- 
ize Sunday performances in New 
York favorably reported out of 
committee, they will probably be 
passed in Albany this week and 
signed by Governor Lehman pronto. 
Only opposing factor in show busi- 
ness is Equity, although that or- 
ganization reluctantly admits it ex- 
pects Sunday shows to become le- 
gal and is considering restrictive 
rules whereby members would get 
the ‘breaks’ when the time comes. 

Sunday legislation will straighten 
the inconsistent situation along 
Broadway, where almost every other 
type of amusement has been run- 
ning Sundays except legit. Sunday 
observance groups have figured in 
perpetuating that system over a 
long stretch of years, yet, when the 
same influences brought about ar- 
rests for the violation of old blue 
laws, the courts invariably dis- 
missed the charges. However, man- 
agers were unable to give Sunday 
night shows because Equity barred 
its members from appearing. 

Coming of Sundays will be ac- 
companied by readjustments of legit 
show business routines, It is ex- 
pected that admission prices will be 
reduced, on the theory that legit 
will compete better with pictures 
and other amusements that way, 
although some of the benefit per- 
formances on Sundays have been 
capacity at the regular scale. 

Monday Nights 

Because the new laws will stipu- 
late that actors must have a six-day 
week, it Is likely that Monday nights 
will be dropped. Elimination of the 
mid-week matinee hardly figures as 
an alternative, because that would 
be counter to the law, since players 
would still appear seven nights. 
Premieres on Sunday nights is an- 
other possibility, but may not be 
general in view of opposition to 
Saturday debuts by the critical 
gentry. If Mondays are skipped, 
Tuesdays would be more logical 
opening nights, assumption being 
that Sunday openings would not 
command class first nighters. 

Equity, in virtually conceding de- 
feat on the Sunday thing, has not 
withdrawn its opposition, and is 
looking for vulnerable spots. It {fs 
pointed out that stage hands are 
paid double time if working Sun- 
days and legit shows. Equity may 
demand the same measure of extra 
compensation—two-eighths instead 
of one-eighth. 

If prices are lowered for Sundays 
and actors and stage hands get 
double pay, Sunday playing would 
be defeated, because few shows 


Alternative is to change the rules 
so that Sunday work does not cal] 
fo: extra pay to the deckhands. 
When the matter of extra pay 
Sundays came up in Albany 
stage hands are reported declaring 
that they would not demand double 
time. Their spokesmen are reputed 
to have stated that because employ- 
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More Federal Relief for Show 


Biz Likely; Government Favors 
Expansion of C. C. Camp Shows 





No Yank Gals 


Chicago, March 12. 

Statistic snoopers last week 
got all excited because they 
discovered that in the entire 
city of Chicago there was not 
one American. woman on the 
legitimate stage. 

No women at all in ‘First 
Legion’ at the Harris while all 
the femmes in the D'Oyly Carte 
troupe at the Erlanger are 
English. 


‘LIFE’ TO ROAD 
WITH LINE 
INTACT 


‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ winding up 
on Broadway at the Winter Garden, 
Saturday (16), will go to the road 
intact. That includes the chorus 
and it will be one of the few in- 
stances of a major musical touring 
with the original girl line—there 
are 16 dancers and 12 show girls 
in the ensemble. 

Usually the lookers in musicals 
stick for the New York engagement 
only and are replaced when the 
show plays out of town. ‘Life’ girls 
informed the management that 
they would tour, however. Prob- 
able reason is that there are no new 
musicals in the making. 

Garden maybe dark until late in 
the spring when another revue ten- 
tatively called ‘Going Places and 
Doing Sings’ is due. Some casting 
for that show has been done but re- 
hearsal date not set. However, 
there is a reported plan to spot a 
‘Vanities’ in the Garden, Lee Shu- 
bert and Earl Carroll possibly con- 
binning. 

Plans for converting the Garden 
into a dinner and show place are also 
now setback indefinitely. Shuberts, 
who operate the house and who 
were to participate in the night 
spot, are reported having gone cold 
on the idea. 


BRADY OVER SILLMAN, 
ARBITRATORS DECIDE 


Arbitration of a claim for $250 by 
Leonard Sillman against William A. 
Brady was decided in favor of the 
latter. Matter concerned ‘Fools 
Rush In,’ which, lasted a week and 
five days at the Playhouse last fall. 

Brady backed the show and guar- 
anteed the salaries, which Sillman 
agreed would not exceed a total of 
$2,800. Actor, who appeared in and 
directed the revue, however, filed a 

















supplementary salary list with 
Equity in excess of $2,900. 

Upon the show’s closing Brady 
withheld the amount claimed, 
charging breach of contract, in 
which the arbitrators agreed, 





is limited they are willing to 
any day of the week 


ment 
work every or 


at the regular scale, 
Probable that some shows will 
scratch Sundays. Legit looks to 


fresh audiences from among the in- 
pouring crowds from suburban 
points. It is the only day those 
citizens are able to visit New York. 
Opponents to Sunday legits claim 
that this class of theatre patron} 
afford legit scales. That 1s 
still to be proven, and it is the theo- 
ry for expected lower admission 
prices Frequent playing on Sun- 
days of legits for the State Relief 
Fund has been generally productive 
of good grosses. That, of course, 








goes for hits, however. 


vv — 


March 12, 


Expansion of federal relief for 
unemployed actors and musicians is 
in the offing. Depending entirely 
upon the outcome of the current 
congressional snarl over the new 
$4,880,000,000 work-relief bill, ad- 
ministration officials are contem- 
plating steps to provide hundreds 
of added stage jobs for stranded 
performers of every variety. 

Definite plans are stymied at the 
minute by the legislative tangle in 
the senate over payment of ‘prevail- 
ing’ union wages or a ‘security’ 
wage of approximately $50 monthly. 
But government execs have decided 
that more aid for hungry actors 
should be provided when the coffers 
of the relief administration are re- 
plenished with a new supply of 
cash. 

Numerous plans, generally falling 
into one of two major categories 
and involving either subsidies to 
producers or revival of the road, are 
under consideration. Relief officials, 
Equity leaders, recovery administra- 
tion execs, and others interested 
have been engaging in a round of 
parleys to learn the exact unem- 
ployment situation among musi- 
cians and performers and to debate 
legal and practical aspects of a 
multitude of aid suggestions. 

Producer subsidy proposition re- 
mains under consideration, although 
it igs extremely doubtful if these 
steps will be undertaken. Two pri- 
mary objections make it improbable 
that this idea will be attempted, 
first being shortage of cash and sec- 
ond involving legal obstacles. Gov- 
ernment attorneys are generally 
agreed that the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation, with its author- 
ity to make direct loans to indus- 
try, is the agency to handle such 
projects, but, because the R. F. C. 
demands substantial security and in 
view of the gamble involved in any 
stage undertaking, hope of relief 
and assistance from this source is 
dim. 


Washington, 


Unless 


Unless Congress puts too many 
strings on the $4,000,000,000 relief 
fund sought by President Roosevelt, 
F. E. R. A. officials plan to urge 
state administrators to make added 
provision for putting jobless actors 
to work. Present policy of leaving 
decision up to states will be main- 
tained, no nation-wide federal pro- 
gram being considered. 

Government has only sketchy fig- 
ures on the number of projects or 
number of actors being employed 
under the present set-up, but offi- 
clals said ‘good work’ is being done 
in New York and California par- 
ticularly. Over 300 jobs have been 
created by sending 20 companies on 
a tour of C. C. C. camps in the New 
York area; five more units are 
working out of Boston: quite a few 
actors are being employed on dif- 
ferent types of projects in Chicago 
and as many more are working in 
Los Angeles. Small groups are be- 
ing aided in Detroit and San Fran- 
cisco, also, while musicians in sev- 
eral other urban areas are being 
assisted. 

Government expects to 
and possibly expand the C. C. 
teriainment program, since 


continue 
Cc. en- 
tree 


mancurists are highly enthusiastic 
about the project and the boys in 
many camps are asking for more 
frequent productions. Primary dif- 
ficulty is the transportation problem, 
but considerable headway has been 
made in overcoming this hurdle. 
Companies are being moved from 


camp to camp by truck, but no coin 
is available for long hops requiring 


|rail travel. War department, con- 
servation headquarters, and relief 
administration are putting their 
heads together in an effort to work 
out solutions to this snarl. 

One benefit, execs pointed out 
with a laugh, is that lots of actors 
are being toughened up and made 
ready for extensive trooping if the 


read ever should come back, 
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Tent Biz Stumbling Into Oblivion; 
See New WN Drop in Canvas Legit 


March 12. 
were 


Chicago, 
tent 
talking that this summer would see 
of the 


All winter the boys 


an intense revival outdoor 
legit field, 


atock and rep. 


especially in dramatic 
But with spring roll- 
ing around quickly and the time for 
casting just around the bend the 
boys are losing their optimism 
rapidly. Now they are beginning to 
talk of 1936 as the ‘revival’ year. 

Looks as if the tent business is 
completely cold, according to the 
legit showman out in the hinterland. 
They can’t see any comeback in the 
offing. Instead they are predicting 
a drop-off of 50% from last year 
and last year was the worst tent 
season in dramatic history. No 
newcomers are coming into the tent 
field and the old-timers are drop- 
ping off one by one. 

Through the Years 

Only ones likely to take shows out 
this spring and summer are the old 
stand-bys such as George Sweet, 
Eskel Gifford, George Robeson and 
Harley. Sedler, which means .that 
the number of tent shows on the 
road this summer will be counted 
on the fingers of one hand or maybe 
one hand and a half, 

For several years the tents have 
been, able to get by because of the 
outdoor aspect during the summer, 
but this advantage has been taken 
away entirely due to the almost 
universal trend to refrigeration in 
even the smallest of picture houses. 


Eva Le Gallienne 
Asks Audience to 
Help Her at B. 0. 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 

Eva Le Gallienne, who has told 
audiences where to get off in the 
past, turned the other cheek here 
last week and begged for patronage. 
Following a performance of ‘L’Aig- 
lon’ at the Nixon, actress-manager 
stepped up to the foots and, instead 
of delivering a regular curtain 
speech, as was expected, asked the 
customers to go out an@ send more 
people in to see the show. 

‘I want you to do me a favor,’ she 
told the small crowd, ‘I want to 
know why there are so few of you 
here tonight. I wonder whether 
Pittsburgh is interested in gpod 
things. I’ve always believed in the 
road, but this is one of the smallest 
houses we've played to. I and my 
company do not believe in faking. 

‘Some stars and actors, seeing this 
small attendance, wouldn't work. 
They'd say ‘to hell with it’ and loaf 
through their performance, I think 
you'll agree that each member of 
our company has given his best.’ 

Then Miss Le Gallienne went into 
a detailed account of how she had 
split with the Shuberts only a week 
before. 

‘They wanted to play to $2.50 or 
cancel the Pittsburgh engagement, 
she said, ‘but I refused to break 
faith with the public and insisted 
upon a $2 price. The Shuberts are 
interested in large profits. I’m not.’ 

At this, Miss Le Gallienne asked 
whether the patrons believed the 
D'Oyly Carte Opera Company the 
week before had drained the town 
of ready theatrical money. 

Upon receiving several answers in 
the affirmative, she said: 

‘Well, do me a favor anyway, 
won't you? Go out and get a few 
more people to come here and see 
our show.’ 








Engagements 


Hugh Rennie, Dorothea Duck- 
worth, Walter Scott, Jack Sheehan, 
Marjorie lLytell, William Foran, 
Owen Martin, Martin Gabel, Matt 
Briggs, Dennie Moore, Leigh Whip- 
per, Eleanor Audley, Harold Grau 
and Harry Davenport, ‘Three Men 
on a Horse’ (Chicago company). 

Maurice Wells, Arthur Pierson, 
Frank Monroe and Alfred Kappeler, 
"Woman of the Soil.’ 

Marzalo Gillmore, Burgess Mere- 
dith, Hug rh Williams, Charles Wal- 
dron, Brenda Forbes, Leslie Bing- 
ham, Alice John, John Emery and 
Arthur Chatterton, ‘Flowers of the 
Forest.’ 





ares Straw Hat 


Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner 
are set with summer theatre plans, 
at the Westchester Playhouse, Law- 
rence Farms, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 

Barn will open its doors on sixth 
annual season June 24 and will 
conclude Sept. 14. 

In addition to summer theatre, 
pair will conduct @ summer dra- 
matic workshop in theatre arts in 
association with Mme. Daykark- 
hanova. 











DUCAT SCRAP 
NOW UP T0 
PRODS. 


. Washington, March 12. 


Responsibility for ticket control 
enforcement was laid squarely be- 
fore legit codists today as William 
P, Farnsworth passed the buck by 
asking. what the code authority 
proposes to do. 

Indieating that agreement on the 
ticket committee recommendations 
and control plan will be scrapped if 
codists are unwilling to raise funds 
and launch a vigorous enforcement 
drive, Farnsie quizzed codists on 
whether they intend to prepare a 
budget and have any expectations 
of trying to force brother managers 
and brokers to conform to licensing 
requirement and ducat distribution 
limitations. 

Future action will depend entirely 
on codists’ attitude, with all indica- 
tions that the government is on the 
verge of dropping the whole ticket 
scrap. 

Administration’s attitude is that 
the managers originally desired to 
ban scalping and other abuses and 
if they do not desire to enforce this, 
the government is not obligated to 
do their dirty work. 








ALLENTOWN DATES 


Easton, Pa., March 13. 

Lyric theatre, Allentown, has 
been leased to Easton Amusement 
Company, which plans several legit 
road shows. 

George M. Cohan in ‘Ah, Wilder- 
ness’ is booked in for March 22 and 
Eve LeGallienne in ‘L’Aiglon’ on 
March 26. 





Harry Gammett is manager. 


Paging Ham Clive 


Cincinnati, March 12. 

Local police are seeking the 
whereabouts of Hambleton Clive, 
59, actor, known in private life as 
Robert Grant, to claim money in 
his name in the Bank of England, 
acording* to a letter from H. W. 
Grant, 19 Skipworth street, High- 
fields, Leicester, England. 

Money is part of estate left by 
Grant's deceased father, Job Grant. 
Beneficiary was last heard from 
in Cincy in 1921. 


FOUR MUSICALS 
IN THE WORKS 


Rodgers and Hart are doing the 
‘Jumbo’ circus musical for Billy 
Rose. They are being replaced by 
Dietz and Schwartz as tunesmiths 
of the new Harry Kaufman (Kay)— 
Shuberts’ musical, a revue, for 
which they were set originally. 

Rodgers and Hart in turn are a 
substitution team for Jerome Kern 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d, who 
were to have fashioned the score for 
‘Jumbo’ (book’ by Hecht and Mac- 
Arthur), but bowed out due ta.a 
Metro film contact, 

Both musicals, along with the 
new Earl Carroll revue for the Win- 
ter Garden, hope to debut Easter 
Monday, and possibly also a George 
White ‘Scandals’ will come in early 
in the summer. Augurs much for 
the Broadway musical talent and 
agents, 


Geddes Gets Break 
At Last; Four Plays 
Done in Succession 


oe 


Iowa City, Ia., March 12. 


Marathon’ entertainment might 
well describe an experiment in play 
production at the University of Iowa 
theatre, April 15 and 16, when four 
comedies written by Virgil Geddes, 
now working here under a dramatic 
art fellowship, will be presented. 

Comedies will start in the after- 
noon and will be produced in se- 
quence” and _ continue _ straight 
through the evening, only a short 
intermission having been arranged 
for dinner hour. Plays in the order 
that they will be produced will in- 
clude ‘In the Tradition,’ ‘I Have 
Seen Myself Before,’ ‘The Drink in 
the Body,’ and ‘By the Lord, You 
May Buy.’ 

Geddes igs the scribbler who re- 
cently went on strike against the 
Theatre Guild in New York, calling 
himself an ‘unproduced playwright.’ 

















By CECELIA AGER 

The American Ballet is to the 
Monte Carlo Ballet Russe (which 
gave it the big idea) as the Group 
Theatre is to the Theatre Guild. It 
is made up of about 26 very young 
and very earnest ballet dancers, 
some of whom are American, with a 
worship of art and a contempt for 
commercialism stamped all over 
their serious and awkwardly made- 
up faces. 

Not to be out-snooted, the com- 
mercial theatre public, which is 
hoity-toity in its own way, evident- 
ly can't see the American Ballet, 
either. According to the program 
caught Thursday (7), the American 
3allet and the commercial theatre 
public just do not seem to be bud- 
dies. The Music Hall Rockettes can 
always be counted upon to make a 
straighter straight line; in fact, they 
make a straight straight line, and, 
besides, you know what the Music 
Hall Rockettes mean. The Ameri- 
can Ballet, younger, newer, more 
‘modern’ even than the Ballet Russe, 
does not stoop to explanatory pro- 
gram notes. March 7 it presented 
its repertory the ballets Serenade, 


take it or leave it. 

In decor and costuming, patterned 
after the Ballet Russe, the American 
Ballet wilts under the inevitable 
comparison. Though high minded 
and ambitious, it comes to bat with 





Galloping. but Where? 


American Ballet ren Contempt for 
B. O.—White Ties Out Front Would Help 


neither the production, the person- 
alities, the wit, nor the chic reputa- 
tion of its predecessor. Its best 
draw is the novelty of its title. 

The American Ballet is honestly 
artless, the Ballet Russe artfully 
artless. Its naivete is on the level, 
whereas the naivete that made the 
Ballet Russe so enchanting, in spite 
of the fact that it became the smart 
thing to see, springs from the essen- 
tial foundation for an art as esoteric 
as the ballet—a bedrock of sophisti- 
cation. 

The economy of the American 
Ballet’s production is not offset by 
the imagination needed to blind the 
audience to its flimsiness. Only in 
the ballet ‘Transcendence’ does it 
make use of the mitigating effects 
and illusions of the theatre’s light- 
ing equipment, 

The American Ballet offers pleas- 
antly conceived, seriously executed 
but not too stirring ballets. It offers 
dancers with an eagerness, a young, 
untrammeled freshness, individually 
well trained and charmingly unpro- 
fessional. Most of them beget the 





Reminiscence and Transcendence, | 


good will always engendered by 
likable and earnest young amateurs, 
but not an evening’s entertainment. 
Not even enough for the intelligent- 
sia. And an American ballet needs 
white ties out front in order to keep 
on dancing, which this particular 
American Ballet isn’t dashing and 
dazzling enough to lure. 





‘is good theatre. 
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All Actors Get Same Salary at 
Theatre Union; Closing dd Season 


PLAYS OUT OF TOWN: 


Mystery of Boardwalk 
Asylum 


Pasadena, Cal., March 6. 
Mystery drama in three acts and four 


scenes, presented at the Pasadena Com- 
munity Playhouse, Pasadena, Cal., March 
6. Written by Cecil E, Reynolds, Stage 


idaptation by Reynolds and Robert Chapin. 





Directed by Gilmor Brown, $1.50 top. 

Be CSedikchesdesane¥asceveansas George Lynn 
Caesar's Physician......seees Terry Kendall 
POU WHO. occcccccececccecs May Reatty 
Dr, Alexander.....sesee- Walter M. Brown 
Dr. JUMUS. ..ccccccccccvececss Gilmor Brown 
Dr. Ward....eeces ecceccseces Paul Hammond 
Wilkins..... ee ccrccccccccceccsees Cy Kendall 
Miranda...cecccsscceseesss- ROderick Deane 
A BORK. veces PTT TTT TTT Te Harrison Loomis 
Ky MiaStOR. occ cccececs eeeess Joseph Anthony 
Rachelle Poiret. ... Thelma Sidley 
Dorothy LANO..cccccccccees Mira McKinney 


Dr. HaGkin®. .ccccccseccsccccccces Bob Mohr 





When Gilmor Brown, head of the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse, 
decides to make one of his rare 
stage appearances, that’s news for 
this: part of the country. It alsa 
means that. the production is con- 
siderably above Pasadena’s average. 

‘Mystery of Boardwalk Asylum’ 
Playhouse went out 
of its way in every department and 
has produced a play that compares 
favorably with coast professional 
efforts, 

Play itself has considerable his- 
tory. Written by Dr, Cecil E. 
Reynolds, one of the country’s out- 
standing brain specialists and in- 
ventor of most modern technique in 
brain surgery, particularly the re- 
moval of tumors, it has authentic 
background. Reynolds admits he’s 
stage struck and has’in the past few 
years practically deserted his pro- 
fession for the thespic art. A close 
friend of Charles Chaplin, he is at 
present doing a featured role in the 
Chaplin picture. Play was worked 
over by Chaplin and when the word 


got out that the comic was inter- 
ested, it became necessary for Hol- 
lywood to trek to Pasadena to see 
what was what, 
Construction and writing is a 
workmanly job, with both author 
and adaptor displaying a good 
knowledge of the theatre and mys- 
tery psychology. Dr. Julius, an 
English psychiatrist, operating a 
private mental institute, discovers 
that by hypnotism he can prove the 
theory of reincarnation. He selects 
a number of people for experiments, 
none of them paranoiacs and has 
them all, under his influence, live 
their previous lives. In some cases 
he takes them back several cent- 
uries, one subject being the 
physician to Caesar, another a 16th 
Century French actress, still an- 
other a friend of Shakespeare. 
Obsessed with his discovery, he 
becomes what old maids would term 
a monster. By the same method, 
he finds he can project his sub- 
jects into the future and gain in- 
formation to his financial benefit. 
A young doctor arrives to become 
Julius’ assistant and discovers that 
the scientist is using his knowledge 
not to cure people but to further his 
own ends. Julius momentarily suf- 
fers a heart attack. His power for 
that short period fails and his sub- 
jects return to their present lives 
and mentality. Recovering, he re- 
gains full command, but by this 
time his secret is out. Through 
working with the patients during 
Julius’ absence, the young doctor 
manages to grasp some of the 
Julius technique. When Julius dis- 
covers this, he sets the patients 
against the young assistant. How- 
ever, one of the subjects kills Julius. 
As written, play contains horror, 
suspense and novelty, but is lacking 
in love interest. With touching up 
by an experienced dramatist, play 
has a good chance in both the com- 
mercial theatre and pictures. Angle 
is new and contains numerous pos- 
sibilities for comedy. Amazing is 
the fact that in a first play by a 
psychiatrist, Dr. Reynolds has 
eliminated all technical details and 
explains everything in a way that 
the layman can understand. 
Performances are all excellent 
with Brown turning in a capital 
performance as Julius. Runnerup 
for honors is May Beatty, a cockney 
nurse. Walter Brown, the young 
physician, does well with his part, 
but is too youthful for the assign- 
ment. Mira McKinney has consid- 
erable charm as a young nurse. 
Joseph Anthony, Cy Kendall, George 


Lynn, Harrison Loomis, Roderick 
Deane, Thelma Sidley and Bob 
Mohr are acceptable in smaller 


roles. Casting is considerably more 
professional than most Playhouse 
efforts. 


Direction by Gilmore Brown is in 
and out. Production is class, with 
the lighting worth special praise. 

Call, 





. 


Completing its second season, the 
Theatre Union, a non-profit organ- 
ization, shapes up as one of the 
most unusual stage experiments 
among independent groups devel- 
oped within the past several years, 
Union, which describes itself as a 
‘social theatre,’ will have presented 
four plays when ‘Black Pit’ opens 
next week at the 14th Street Civic 
Repertory Theatre, 

Only one of the three preceding 
shows operated out of the red, and, 
although proposing to function next 
season, outside financial aid is being 
sought. 

Union is not repertory but some 
of the same players are re-en- 
gaged for successive shows, regular 
professionals being used. All play- 
ers, whether leads or bits, receive 
the same salary—$40 weekly except 
in the case of junior players, who 
get $25, as established by the legit 
code. Should money be made on an 
engagement, the players get a bo- 
nus, shares all being equal. Only 
show in which a bonus was di- 
vided was ‘Stevedore,’ which, too, 
was the only show sent to the road 
by the Union, 

Initial play, ‘Peace On Earth,’ did 
not earn back the production out- 
lay due to losses in the starting 
weeks. ‘Sailors of Cattaro,’ which 
closed March 2, Just about got back 
its production cost. 

At the start of the ‘movement’ it 
was financed with contributions 
from 200 persons in literary and 
stage circles. It is now looking for 
a sinking fund of $50,000,’ a mode:t 
sum in the theatre business,’ ac- 
cording to the prospectus, Unien 
figures that amount would ensure 
continuous production and absorb 
the losses of failures. 

Regular admissions are topped at 
$1.50, there being no tax because 
the venture is classed by Washing- 
ton as educational. Group's princi- 
pal draw is from so-called cultural 
and political organizations which 
buy blocks of tickets at a discount 
up to 40%, and for that reason the 
grosses are comparatively small. 
Because of such promotion 30,000 
tickets for ‘Stevedore’ were sold be- 
fore the play opened, ensuring a six 
weeks’ engagement without direct 
box office sale. ‘Sailors’ had a big- 
ger advance party sale, enough to 
keep the show playing at least nine 
weeks. There were 200 theatre par- 
ties for ‘Stevedore.’ 

In addition to the cut rate party 
sales, the group gives away 10% of 
its tickets to unemployed people, 
believing that those without jobs 
‘are a natural part of our theatre 
audience’. Of the claimed first 
200,000 people who attended ‘Peace’ 
and ‘Stevedore’ 20,000 came in on 
the cuff. Audiences who pay for 
tickets are asked to contribute to a 
fund for such purposes. 

Type of plays presented are de- 
scribed as being ‘set in city streets, 
on docks, in mill and in workers’ 
homes, generally requiring frequent 
scene changes and casts. larger 
than average. A one set, ‘six char- 
acter social play,’ is mer rely a the- 
oretical possibility and the Union's 
play readers have not found one of 
that kind good enough to date. 

A subscription plan has been 
worked out in two classes. Subscrib- 
ers can buy tickets for two plays in 
advance at 20% discount, or pay one 
dollar for membership and get the 
same reduction on tickets when and 
if desired. 

Other similar groups formed 
outside of New York which plan to 
present the same plays as the The- 
atre Union, include the Drama 
Union, Chicago; Contemporary The- 
atre and Hawthorne House, Los 
Angeles; New Theatre, Philadel- 
phia; New Theatre Players, Boston} 
Workers Theatre, Baltimore; The- 
atre of Action, Detroit, and an un- 
named organization in San Fran- 
cisco, 





DAYTON STOCK MEBBE 


Dayton, O., March 132. 

A local group of influential citf- 
zens, headed by Judge Frederick W. 
Howell, municipal judge of Oake 
wood, a suburb, is endeavoring to 
raise funds for an eight weeks’ stock 
season, 

Several Broadway actors would 
form the nucleus of the company, 
with guest stars from week to week. 
As yet no available theatre is in 
sight. Harry Gresham, director for 
the late Dayton Players, would be 
with the company In the same ¢ca- 
pacity. 
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Femme contingent in ‘De Luxe,’ at the Booth, N. Y., has not been 
without its Hatfield-McCoy angle since the show opened. 
to have simmered since the troupe rez 


the pot was always boiling. 
It centered around costumes, 


cast wrapped in sable. 
Meanwhile, it’s all said to be 
reputed $750 a week. 





John Colton vs. Harry H. Oshrin, his former attorney, was on the 
verge of settlement until Oshrin insisted that the pending lawsuit be 
dismissed against him and discontinued forthwith. 
keep the action alive until the settlement was satisfied, and so the 
matter is going back into the courts, briefs to be filed before Referee 


Herman Hoffman. 


Suit arises from Oshrin legally representing the piaywright for many 
years until a money matter created a breach between them, 





Though Matt Allen, of the El Capitan theatre, Hollywood, was suc- 
cessful in having practice of passing out cut-rate tickets outlawed as 
code violation, it is again bobbing up in Los Angeles. 

The Mayan, with ‘Pop Goes the Weasel,’ carried on five weeks with 
25c service passes, and the Scottish Players had a short run at the, 
Philharmonic, home of opera and symphonies, with two-for-one tickets. 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


particularly furs. 

into a contest, but one of the women remained aloof. 
the rest of the women forgot about her until opening night in Boston 
when, upon her first entrance, the silent one burst upon an unsuspecting 


rather a 








Feud seems 
ached New York, but over in Boston 


Situation developed 
In the excitement 


lark to Elsa Maxwell—at a/| 


Colton preferred to 





Practice may be up shortly for another airing, several managers com- 


plaining. 





With George Cohan back in New York this week, playing the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music (13-15) in ‘Ah Wilderness’, it was reported he had 


cancelled Saturday there in order to 


at the Waldorf. 
Theatre Guild had no information 


the show is booked at Princeton, N. J., Saturday afternoon and evening. 
Understood Cohan will at least make an appearance at the Gambol 
after the night show at the university. 





Beaucoup publicity garnered in L.A, dailies for both Charlie Chaplin's 
latest picture and the current Pasadena Playhouse show, ‘Mystery of 
Boardwalk Asylum,’ with the comedian reported tiffing with his old 
friend, Dr. Cecil Reynold, co-author of the chiller. 
that Chaplin had attended rehearsals and volunteered directorial advice. 

While Chaplin was quoted as burned over the incident it was pointed 


out that the playwrighting doc and 


show leads, both are in Chaplin’s forthcoming picture, 





Associated Press is polling the New York dramatic critics as to the 
best legit performances on Broadway for the season now drawing to a 
According to Percy Hammond the stunt is being supervised by 


close. 
Mark Barron. 


An identical poll was made by Variety at the conclusion of 1933, which 


then promptly forgot to repeat it. 





Road company of ‘Accent on Youth’ is being considered by Crosby 
Gaige, Chicago being the main objective. 
with drama projects at Ann Arbor, 
gecond company for which a name male lead is being sought. 

‘Youth’ is now in its 12th week at the Plymouth, N. Y. 





When ‘As Thousands Cheer’ played New Haven recently, Marilyn 
Miller and Chet O’Brien, her husband, motored there to visit the cast in 
which she was one of the stars when the revue played the Music 


Box, N.Y. 


After the performance Miss Miller hosted the company at a local hotel. 





Bidding for the picture rights to ‘Bishop Misbehaves’, Cort, N. Y., is 


claimed started at double the figure 


John Golden office five film firms are interested. 


starting price at $20,000. 





Although George Jessel considered 
‘Three Men on a Horse’, the idea is 


Cohan is honorary chairman of the event. 


attend the Lambs’ Gambol and ball 


about Cohan’s intention and stated 


Stories leaked out 


Mira McKinney, playing one of the 





Robert Henderson, identified 
Mich., would be interested in the 


first reported, and according to the 
That would put the 


going into the Chicago company of 
now cold. 








Bebe, Ben, Skeets 
Fine $6,000, Bost.; 





Dodsworth’ 14G's 


Boston, March 12. 

While ‘Dodsworth’ continued on 
its merry way, in its fourth week, at 
$14,000, ‘Hollywood Holiday’ hypoed 
the Hub legit group last week by 
opening Thursday (7) at the Ply- 
mouth. Getting a good play from 
film fans and those who go for easy, 
light comedy. Garnered something 
like $6,000 on first four perform- 
ances. 

‘The Drunkard’ at the Copley was 
given a much-needed financial lift 
last week by a femme angel and re- 
sultant publicity seemed to perk up 
biz. Lapped up about $1,800 for the 
third week. 

Ina Claire comes in with ‘Ode to 
Liberty’ next Monday (18) at the 
Shubert for a _ two-week visit. 

Moscow Art Players are tenta- 
tively booked into the Shubert for 
April 18-27, and the Metropolitan 
Opera company opens one week of 
repertoire at the Opera House, April 
1. Opera seats nearly all taken now, 
and public sale started Monday (11). 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dodsworth’ (Colonial, 4th week). 
Walter Huston in a smartly staged 
piece with widespread appeal has 
been leading town since opened. 
Last week about $14,000, good. Now 
in final frame. 

‘Hollywood Holiday’ (Plymouth, 
Ist week). Played four perform- 
ances last week to tune of excellent 
$6,000. Bebe Daniels, Ben Lyon and 
Skeets Gallagher popular in Bos- 
ton, and their fast-moving comedy 
is ight enough to get a play from 
the film house mob as well as the 


LE GALLIENNE WEAK 





lezit reeulars, 





Roberta’ $12,000 


Indianapolis, March 12. 

‘Roberta’ stopped off at the Eng- 
lish for four performances (5, 6, 7). 
Gross for three days approximated 
a very satisfactory $12,000. 

Indiana, which was pre-billing the 
coming of the pic by the same name 
was forced to remove all display 
from its lobby during the run at the 
legit house. 





$6,500, PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, March 12. 

Not much response for Eva Le 
Gallienne at the Nixon last week, 
actress-manager’s ‘L’Aiglion’ getting 
less than an approximate $6,500 at 
$2 top. Was first session for the 
star under her own management, 
split coming with Shuberts when 
she insisted upon playing at $2 
against their demand for $2.50. 
Wouldn’t have made much differ- 
ence either way here. 

Strong finish for the Nixon's legit 
season is likely in face of a flock 





of recent bookings. House, dark 
this week, relights Monday (18) 
with ‘Life Begins at 8:40. Will 


mark start of the hit revue’s road 
tour and getting $3.50, stiffest legit 
top asked here this season. Follow- 
ing week, ‘Dodsworth’ comes in for 
nine days or 12 performances. 

Things also looking brighter for 
ATS with Guild’s decision to send 
on ‘Rain from Heaven’ and also pos- 
sibly Lunt-Fontanne in ‘Taming of 
the Shrew.’ That will leave the 
subscription crowd only one show to 
fill of its promised six. No definite 
dates on these two but expected late 
in April or early in May. 

Pitt Cap and Gown show, ‘In the 
Soup,’ takes over the house week of 





April 22, 





Shows in Rehearsal 





‘Ceiling Zero’—Brock Pem- 
berton- Warners. 

‘Journey by Night’ (‘Trip to 
Pressburg’)—Shuberts. 

‘Potash and Perlmutter’ (re- 
vival)—Joseph K. Watson. 

‘Three Men On a_ Horse 
(road)—Alex Yokel. 

‘Woman of the Toil’—John 
Cameron. 

‘Black Pit’—Theatre Union. 

‘The Dominant Sex’—Bushar 
and Tuerk. 

‘Lady of 
Ostrov. 


CARTE $20,000, 
LEGION’ 116, 
CHICAGO 


Letters’—Dmitri 











Chicago, March 12. 

Local legit managers let the pub- 
lic down again, after the public had 
demonstrated with four months of 
excellent trade that it was ready 
to return to legit theatre. Looked 
as if the managers had a chance of 
educating the public to legit again 
but they let the opportunity slip 
through their fingers and sent the 
customers back to the _ picture 
houses. Only two shows in town 
currently, while last month there 
were seven. And both of the cur-‘% 
rent shows are scheduled to leave 
this Saturday (16) after a two-week 
stay, though there is a possibility 
that ‘First Legion’ will hold-over. 
Other show, the D’Oyly Carte play- 
ers, shove off for Detroit. 

Both the ‘Legion’ and the Savoy 
players did fine business on their 
first weeks. With excellent backing 
by the American Theatre Society 
and some of the best legit exploita- 
tion seen around these parts in 
years by John Pollock, ‘Legion’ 
stood out as the only dramatic show 
in town. 

Rave notices from the reviewers 
left no doubt about the D’Oyly 
Carte players and their Gilbert & 
Sullivan rep. At $3.30 top were 
practically capacity throughout the 
first week and will no doubt remain 
at this high pace for second and 
final session. 

Estimates for Last Week 

D’Oyly Carte Gilbert & Sullivan 
Players, Erlanger (1,300; $3.30) (2nd | 
week). Must pull out for Detroit | 
and Canada this week. Otherwise 
could stay four weeks easily. Last 
week big $20,000. 

‘First Legion,’ Harris (1,000; 
$2.75) 2nd week). Caught on 
cleanly. With Catholic build-up got 
hotcha $11,000. 


‘LIBERTY MILD 
$3500, PHILA. 








Philadelphia, March 12. 


Philly still has to get along with 
a single legit house and promises 
of bookings at other theatres are 
very much a matter of mystery. 

Strangely enough, town’s single 
booking, although offering a star 
always very popular here, didn’t 
show the strength expected last 
week. It was ‘Ode to Liberty,’ and 
even the Ina Claire matinee clientele 
was under expectations. Steady 
pick-up was registered, however, 
and second week of comedy should 
register a definite gain. First week’s 
gross was estimated at $8,500, in- 
cluding subscriptions. 

This week has no newcomers, but 
next week will find ‘Rain from 
Heaven’ with Jane Cowl at the For- 
rest (6th and last subscription play) 
and ‘Hollywood Holiday’ at the 
Chestnut. Latter is to play only a 
single week instead of the fortnight 
first mentioned. 

Also on the bills next week is the 
Monte Carlo Ballet Russe for two 
performances, matinee and evening, 
at the Academy of Music. Ballet’s 
last appearance here in the fall 
(Forrest theatre) was sensational in 
biz. 

On March 25, Bushar and Tuerk 
have a try-out scheduled at the 
Chestnut, “The Dominant Sex,’ and 
the following week the long-prom- 
ised ‘Life Begins at 8:40’ reaches the 
Forrest. One week for the first- 
named, two for the revue. Moscow 
Art (of Prague) Players come to the 
Chestnut on April 1 for two weeks. 
‘Laburnum Grove,’ ‘The Shining 
Hour’ (on a 40% schedule for either 
Broad or Erlanger) and a return of 
‘Ah Wilderness’ are others men- 
tioned. Garrick has no bookings. 

Mask and Wig present their 47th 
show, ‘Drums Fortissimo’ on Satur- 
day before Easter (April 20), but so 
far the house is being kept a dark 
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All Kinds of Alibis on Broadway: 


Too Few New Attractions in Sight 


Broadway is the street of alibis 
when business is off, but early this 
week the number of reasons con- 
stituted some kind of a record. In- 
come tax, bleak sky, rain, Father 
Coughlin on the radio and a dash 
of Lent combined for a real blue 
Monday in show business. With the 
deadline for payment of the federal 
tax dated for Friday (15), offish at- 
tendance is anticipated all along the 
line. 

In addition the legit show list is 
loggy because of the dearth of new 
shows. One experimental] offering 
this week (‘Panic,’ in verse) for one 
performance is the premiere card, 


while next week the propaganda @a,untrul: 


group on 14th street with ‘Black 
Pit’ is the sole carded entrant. No 
closing last Saturday, but this week 
will see at least five withdrawals. 
However, the rehearsal list shows 
some life, eight shows being listed. 

Two arrivals last week, with one 
a probable sticker. It is ‘Petticoat 
Fever,’ which was paced around 
$9,000 at the Ritz. ‘De Luxe’ was 
not so well regarded at the Booth, 
but a $5.50 premiere and a sellout 
party the next night accounted for 
a gross of $8,000 in seven perform- 
ances. 

Although eased off, ‘Escape Me 
Never’ again was best among the 
dramas with a $20,000 gate; ‘The 
Petrified Forest’ approximated $19,- 
000; ‘Three Men on a Horse’ was 
in the show position with over $14,- 
000, and ‘Personal Appearance’ next 
at $12,500. ‘Anything Goes,’ the 
only standee show, again topped 
$32,000. All other musicals dropped. 

Closing this week: revival of ‘The 
Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ Beck; 
revival of ‘Rain,’ Music Box; ‘Life 
Begins at 8:40,’ Winter Garden; 
‘Rain From Heaven,’ Royale and the 
‘Moscow Art Players,’ Majestic. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Accent on Youth,’ Plymouth (12th 
week) (C-1,036-$3.30). More than 
held its own, with takings of $8,000 
or better; at that level both house 
and show profitable. 

‘Anything Goes,’ Alvin (17th week) 


ABBEY SURPRISE 
$9,500 IN L. A. 





Los Angeles, March 12. 

At the more or less bargain price 
of $2 top, the Abbey Players ap- 
proximated a profitable $9,500 on 
their first week here at the Bilt- 
more. Figure was a surprise to the 
locals. Balcony and gallery were 
capacity for practically every per- 
formance. Downstairs business was 
mostly from the picture cruwd and 
little theatre enthusiasts, who_have 
done most of the bills. 

Only other attraction in town is 
the ‘Pirates of Penzance’ presented 
by a locally organized company 
minus names, which opened at the 
Mayan Thursday at $1 top. This 
is the second Gilbert and Sullivan 
troupe to be framed here this sea- 
son in an attempt to cash in on the 
publicity of the D’Oyly Carte pub- 
licity. English company is due here 
late in April. First three days of 
‘Pirates’ got approximately under 
$1,500, red ink figure. 


GOOD AND BAD 
Whiteside Fair $5,000 in Seattle, but 
Off in Portland 








Seattle, March 12. 
First road show in moons got fair 
biz at the Metropolitan last week. 
Next will be Abbey Players for 
week opening April 1. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Metropolitan (University Thea- 
tres) (1,483; 55-1.65), Walker 
Whiteside in ‘Master of Ballantrae,’ 
close to $5,000 for stx nights and two 
mats. Fair. 
Portland, Ore., March 12. 
Walker Whiteside with his road 
unit ‘Master of Ballantare’ hit a b.o. 
nosedive for one day at the Benson 
auditorium here. Attendance was 
way off. Poor exploitation and nabe 
location of house didn’t help. Previ- 


ous Whiteside road units have done 
excellent biz here. 


D’Oyly Carte to Canada 
On Final No. Amer. Lap 


Chicago, March 12. 
After “two weeks in town the 
D'O’yly Carte Gilbert and Sullivan 
players will head for a week in De- 
triot and then skip to Canada. 
Will play Toronto and Montreal be- 
fore leaving the continent. 


Dated to rxall from Montreal on 
May 2. 
PRE OEE SE 
ex ‘ 
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(M-1,350-$4.40). Musical front run- 
ner as popular as ever and leading 
candidate for summer holdover; 
over $32,000 weekly. 


‘Awake and Sing,’ Belasco (4th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Attention in 
Sunday columns a favorable break 


for Group Theatre’s presentation; 
pace of $8,000; should improve. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliott (17th 
week) (D-922-$3.30). Dramatic 
standout looks good into warm 
weather; steady draw to strong 
grosses with estimated average of 
$12,000, 

‘De Luxe,’ Booth (2d week) (D- 
708-$3.85). Drew unfavorable press, 
and chances of high-cost show 
first seven times quoted 
over $8,000; $5.50 premiere and sec- 
ond night sellout helped to that 
figure. 

‘Escape Me Never,’ Shubert (8th 
week) (CD-1,387-$4.40). Eased off 
to $20,000, but that was again best 
money among the dramas; final 
month; should hold to that figure or 
better. 

‘Fly Away Home,’ 48th St. (9th 
week) (C-869-$3.30). Takings slipped 
under $4,000, but maybe even break; 
some bidding for picture rights re- 
ported. 

‘Laburnum Grove,’ Masque (9th 
week) (C-789-$3.30). Strong plug- 
ging for imported comedy, but busi- 
ness tapered off again; estimated at 
around $4,000. 

‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ Winter Gar- 
den (29th week) (R-1,489-$4.40). 
Final week; season’s first success 
goes to road and house goes dark; 
around $20,000. 

‘Noah,’ Longacre (5th week) (CD- 
1,019-$2.75). Some improvement, but 
doubtful if much over even break at 
$4,500; disappointing Saturday, also 
others. i 

‘Old Maid,’ Empire (10th week) 
(CD-1,096-13.30). Started strong and 
also found week-end under normal; 
however, with gross of $10,700 both 
show and house okay. 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Henry 
Miller (22d week) (C-944-$3.30). 
Although pace eased up somewhat 
over that of first three months, still 
highly profitable and may be sum- 
mer holdover; $12,500. 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Ritz (2d week) 
(C-918-$3.30). Drew unexpectedly 
favorable press, and first week 
quoted over $9,000; that is plenty for 
small cast one-setter. 

‘Post Road,’ Ambassador (14th 
'week) (CD-1,156-$2.75). Takings 
estimated under $5,000, but manages 
to better even break; picture rights 
still in doubt. 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ Golden (12th 
week) (CD-950-$3.30). Final week; 
goes on tour after moderately suc- 
cessful engagement; had dived to 
$6,000, but somewhat better last 
week. 

‘Revenge With Music,’ New Am- 
sterdam (14th week) (M-1,717- 
$3.30). Slipped lately, but holding 
on with the aid of theatre parties; 
last week estimated around $11,500, 

‘Simpleton of Unexpected Isles,’ 
yuild (4th week) (C-914-$3.30). Has 
not improved and will likely go off 
after another week; little coin ex- 
cept from subscriptions; $8,000. 

‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ Cort 
(4th week) (C-1,054-$3.30). Held 
around $8,000 mark last week and 
should make the grade; house and 
show profit at pace. 

‘The Great Waltz,’ Center (25th 
week) (O-3,433-$3.30). Completing 
its sixth month and may last 
through spring; last week around 
the same gross, estimated at $32,000. 

‘The Petrified Forest,’ Broadhurst 
(10th week) D-1,116-$3.30). Still 
around top of the non-musicals, 
though not as strong as previously; 
close to $19,000 mark last week. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Playhouse 
(7th week) (C-869-$3.30). Went up 
last week, laugh show being at its 


peak with better than $14,000: also 
figured for summer continuance. 

‘Thumbs Up,’ St. James (12th 
week) (R-1,520-$4.40). Business 
spotty until Saturday: estimated 
around $17,500; lowest figure of en- 
gagement. 

‘Times Have Changed,’ National 


(38d week) (D-1,164-$3.30). Press at- 
tention on performance strength, 
but attendance slight; not over $4,- 
500 second week. 


‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (66th 
week) (D-1,107-$3.30). Run leader 
around $5,000; house rented and, 


with operating hook-up small, that 
figure betters even break, 
Other Attractions 

‘Panic,’ Imperial; drama in verse 
slated for two _ performan: 
Thursday and Friday (14-15). 
‘The Green Pastures,’ 44th Nireet; 
got $11,309 with understudy: Rich- 


-<— 





ard B. Harrison due back nexi week, 
and repeat may span spring. 
‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street,’ 


Martin Zeck; final (3d) week; 
‘Flowers of the Forest,’ due April 8. 

‘Rain,’ Music Box; revival; final 
week, 


‘The Distaff Side,’ Barrymore; re- 
turn date (2d week). 

‘Moscow Art Players,’ \ioj cties 
final week. 





American Ballet, Adelphi; holding 
over this weck. 
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Plays Abroad Week March 11 
_— Abbey Players, Biltmore, Los An- 

+3 : :. ‘les. 
Cr confided to him for the purpose of BC 

‘ . , vr > > Sor: = 
STOP PRESS conducting some scientific experi- Ah Wilderness, ‘Temple, Scran 
London, Feb. 22, ments. Circumstantial evidence is|ton, 11; Temple, Wilkes-Barre, 12; 

Reve ented by Cliferd Whitley; pro-|against him and Karla, his fiancee, | Academy of Music, Brooklyn, 13-15; 
~ . soeank “hs ir my Th r : poets Rag cannot help believing him guilty.| McCarter, Princeton, 16. 

Moss il: and Greatex Newman: costumes} >he takes the theft upon herself so ‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Memorial 

Gnd settings designed by Dorie Eindelem: ' ng oe ‘a _— eg ue ? = Aude, Louisville, 11-12; Ryman 

ise at oth i theatre Fel -1. ails o 1e «story as she is be 6S t . +10, ®. Ment cin. 

ea ae ag Aa» mom eg Monk- |c uestioned she makes a full and con- | “Ue, ener haan 2 eeven, Canta 

pu ren AY con, Charles Collins,/  incine confession. To make it|meosa, 14; Temple, Birmingham, Lo; 
pes | plausible it is necessary to pretend Auditorium, Memphis, 16. 

The much heralded ‘Stop Press’ | that she stole the money in order ‘Dodsworth,’ Colonial, Boston. 
Clifford Whitlev’s revue. is founded |‘® help another lover. She is con- D’Oyly Carte Repertory, Erlang- 
on ‘A: Thousands Cheer’, aug- “— d and sent to prison. er, Chicago. 
mented by excerpts from ‘The Band le engineer, being innocent, does Eva Le Gallienne Repertory, 
Wagon’ ‘Three's; Crowd’ ana| "et know that the girl made a fake],, me ‘ . ne 

agon, hree’s a row and | nonfessi sacrificing herself for Ford, Baltimore, 11-13; Colonial, 
‘Facc the Music’. Show cost $90,000 | COMtession, sacrificing hersei “ Norfolk, 14: Lyric, Richmond, 15-16 
to produce and has a $13,500 nut him, and believes her guilty. He is|' ke . 3 +} ’ aC ini¢ ne » 15-16. 
4 ye \portant “‘Seacen ‘of. the <= consumed with jealousy because he ‘First Legion,’ Harris, Chicago. 
ter a tenn renl are ui php Short pro- believes she has stolen the money ‘Follies,” Carlton, Providence, 
ducer, and “Doris Zin eisen, who and thrown Susgecren on him for 11-12; Court Square, Springfield, 13; 
designed the costumes and settings. anothe: sxpenn eligi agagy 20 Girl suffers | Parsons, Hartford, 14; Shubert, 
Short’s werk on the lightins, stag- much because he does not appre- New Haven, 15-16 

i : ‘ iK a a <lsSy . 4 ‘ v- . 
AT ciate her sacrilice, : as ‘serte . : 

ing, scenie and mechanieal effects or deere pane 8 — ee ‘Hollywood Holiday,’ Plymouth, 
are the finest ever seen in this coun- : ee ASS SV Gone Bost 
try This is augmented by a fresh when her prison term is over. There soston, 
a eienticiemeatel an ye cette bein Be 1 - for |i8 an explanation, but the girl has so ‘Mary of Scotland,’ Royal Alexan- 
the chi rus. If for nothing at: . they profoundly entangled herself in her|dra, Toronto, 11-18; Erlanger, Buf- 
were o revelation in that one could web of lies that the jealous man | falo, 14-16. 
understond what they were singing | @0CS net know what to believe until! ‘Ode to Liberty,’ Chestnut, Phila- 
about : the real thief is discovered. delphia 

; . ; —e Saying that the play has a well- or : 

Anoher thing that materially} . oo cieucted plot pon lpn pe B ‘Roberta,’ Masonic Aude, Roches- 
helped the entertainment on open- | °°? tructed plot and some fine writ Pei 

. a ee : ing in it is saying too little. There] ter, 11; Capitol, Albany, 12-13; His 


y a1 roa ha ¢ * lita ¢ <feEne 
lige eid probed absolute absten is in it that indefinable something 

Mosi of the skits are short, but | {2@t comes of innermost experience. 
some of them a bit prolonged. A This was made more convincing by 
few are tiresome and one or two the acting of 2 young actress, Elma 
are in bad taste, Perhaps they have Bulla, who achievea a great and 
lost some of their zip through well-merited success. She is ex- 
adapiation and localization. tremely simple and direct and has a 

Thee is no star cast. Majority | Perfect command of the whole scale 
of the players are routine artists of emotion up to the highest pitch 


who have been seen here for years. 
None of whom have ever attained 
definite artistic distinction. Robert 
Helpmann, Florence Chumbercos 
and Mergaret Sande stand out as 
terpsichoreanists. Dorothy Dickson, 
teamed with Charles Collins, are 
not happily blended. Both are 
noted dancers in their respective 
Ways, but these’ ways go in op- 
Posite directions. Miss Dickson’s 
work is smooth, rhythmic and of 
the ballroom style and tempo; Col- 


overdoing anything. 


of exaltation and hysteria without 
Entire cast is 
fine, with Pager in the part of the 
boy, George Nagy in that of the real 
thief, Molnar as the police magis- 
trate, Baroti as counsel for the de- 
fense and Boray as the psychiatric 
expert who almost drives the poor 
girl crazy. Jacobi. 


Proces d’Oscar Wilde 
(‘Trial of Oscar Wilde’) 
Paris, March 1. 





lins inclines to the hotcha. D — wig ; 
“ Ag haa 48 : rama in iree acts by Maurice Ros- 
But it is the produc a ae - — tand, starring Harry Baur. Presented by 
on Which opinion must be formed.| paulette Pax and Lucien Beer at the 
When one or two of the sketches] Oeuvre, Paris. 
are edited and others deleted and} Oscar Wilde..........++-++ ane Sonar Bone 
Ay pa ae 4 os : “ BILOP. were cccersscecsceces Sdouar¢ ressy 
res erve material substituted, at looks Lord Queensberry........++..Jean Borguet 
like a commercial, as well as artis-]| ora alfred ee eee Andre Fouche 
tic, success. Jolo. Frank Harris....... seeeeees- JOSE Squinquel 
on Page Boy.......cccoscscseess Horace Devault 
Cargon.....ss-ss0 Torey vee Tre Mare Valbel 
Sir Edward Clarke........Raymond Narlay 
VALLOMAS Chief Justice Collins........Robert Le Flon 
E AIGSPINGR. o o.cccesessceccs cegace Lefevre-Bel 
(‘Confession’) POSROP. «6000 seeececeeeess Raymond Marcel 
" P Ww Des vse Coccecsocsoccceces Mic Tonr 
Budapest, Feb. 22. Palicesnane sxeee snes ee rn Gace ion 
Play in three acta by Frank Maar at the | Warder............ hapeshaees sd Rene Stern 
Beivarosi theatre, Budapest. Cast: Elma sb 
Bulla, Antal Pager, George Nagy, Baroti, - . 
eral &. Moabenr. . Harry Baur's acting is the chief 


Rose Meller, who wrote ‘Lieuten- 
ant Comma’ under the pseudonym 
of Frank Maar, served a prison term 
in Vierna last year for misleading 
the authorities. She told a curious 
and complicated story about having 
been w#ssaulted by an unknown 
criminal. Not a word of it was true 
and her motive in staging and 
spreading the story has not been 
quite cleared up. 

She has now written a play for 
which she seems to have got the 
inspiration from the same mysteri- 
ous source that prompted her to put 
up the assault story. Play, however, 
fs unusually interesting. It deals 
with avery novel psychological pro- 
blem and so convincing and so 
human that it is outstanding. 

‘Confession’ will make its 
nol only because it allows a very 
significant new actress to display 
her exceptional talent, but because 
it is a well-constructéd and pro- 
foundly thrilling play. 

Herner, a young engineer, is sus- 
pected of having stolen an impor- 
tant sum which his employers have 
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SUCCESS— 
Through LIFE Insurance 


LIFE INSURANCE is the only 
investment that is designed en- 
tirely for the benefit of the in- 
vestor. It is the only plan by 
which small sums can purchase 
the same quality of investment 
securities that are available to 
huge investment resources. 





Furthermore, it is the only in- 
vestment which guarantees to 
return all you intended to save— 
to you, if you live: to your fam- 
ily, if you don't. 





It will cost you no more to own In- 
surance which fits your case perfectly 
than to buy misfit Insurance. | 


JOHN J. 
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551 Fifth Av., New York City 
Phones MUrray Hill 2—7838-9 














reason why this daring play by 
Maurice Rostand is a current Paris 


sensation. Number one man of 
French films shows again how 
grand he is in legit, from which 


he graduated to flickers, 

Thesis of play is that Wilde’s dis- 
grace and imprisonment was neces- 
sary to bring out his full genius. 
Before the trial he was just a smart 
popular author; afterward he wrote 
the only things which now survive. 

At the same time play is a de- 
fense of homosexuality. Baur has a 
number of long speeches, particular- 
ly in act three, where he is shown in 
his cell, in which he advocates ab- 
normal love. In no case are the lines 
indecent, and Baur takes the part in 
completely masculine fashion. It fs 
a masterly characterization. 

Three acts are really independent 
scenes, rather than part of a con- 
nected piece. First, inta_ private 
room of a restaurant, shows the at- 
tack of Lord Queensberry on Wilde 
which determines the writer to bring 
a libel suit against the marquess. 
Second shows Wilde's two trials— 
the libel suit, and the trial for inde- 
cent behavior which followed. Third, 
in set reproducing Wilde’s cell at 
Reading jail, shows his life in prison. 

Quotes from Wilde are frequent, 
and much of the material is drawn 
from the works of Frank Harris, 
who is a leading character. Oeuvre, 
where the play is presented, is the 
same theatre in which ‘Salome’ was 
performed in France while Wilde 
was in jail. 

Rostand’s writing is sober and ef- 
fective except for the last few min- 
utes, when Wilde's mother, offstage, 
talks to him through the gate of his 


cell. Lines then grow maudlin. 
Interest is naturally limited to 
public which cares about literary 


things. Absence of indecency in 
treatment, and fact that Wilde has 
passed into history should make an 
adaptation possible. Success would 
then depend chiefly on choice of 
leading man, Stern. 


A HAROM SARKANY 
. (‘The be hpi agg ‘ 
Sudapest, Feb. 24. 


Comedy by Sandor Hunyady at the 
Vigszinhaz, Budapest Cast: Ilona 
Titkos, Ella Goth, Gabriel tajnay, Paul 
Javor, Alexander Goth. 





A spirited, original and charming 
comedy which depends greatly on 
its local color for success, but its 
lovable odd types might be adapted 
to any similar background 

Hero is a middle-aged country 
gentleman who has been sowing wild 
oats and squandering the family 
fortunes until he has been put un- 


Majesty's, Montreal, 14-16. 
‘Sailor Beware,’ Cass, Detroit. 





der the guardianship of his three 
sisters—the three dragons of the ti- 
tle. Now it’s his son who is sowing 
wild oats in the city and getting 
into debt—on account of a famous 
actress, the aunts think. Daddy is 
entrusted with a substantial sum to 
pay the prodigal son's debts and 
bring him home. With money in his 
pocket again, the prodigal father 
feels like an old war horse when 
the bugle calls. He flings the three 
dragons’ hard-earned money about 
like a real gentleman, spends nights 
singing and dancing to the music 
of gypsy bands, son and father have 
the times of their lives together, 
and Daddy conquers the actress, 
who is no vamp as the aunts believe 
her to be, but a hard-working, hon- 
est artist. When the money is all 
gone, the dragons take charge again 
but are won over by the actress, 
who marries the old reprobate and 
makes a man of him, while the boy 
marries his cousin, whom he cared 
for all along. 

A comedy full of wholesome 
gaiety, real humor and fascinating, 
original types, played in a some- 
what too comic vein. Miss Titkos is 
miscast in the part of the actress, 
but Rajnay plays the prodigal fa- 
ther with great spirit and Ella Goth 
is admirable in the part of a ca- 
pable, mannish country ‘squiress,’ 
the most formidable of the kind- 
hearted three dragons. 

‘Three Dragons’ will probably be 
a popular success, and ought to go 
on the screen. Jacobi. 


MAN OF YESTERDAY 


London, Feb. 26. 
Play in three acts adapted from the 
French of Jean Bommart by Dion Tither- 


adge. Presented by Alec Rea at the St. 
Martin’s theatre. 

Katherine Lindon...........-4 Ann Todd 
Paul Galloway..........+.Rex Harrison 
D PMNS, 6.0080 ccoccccccecteoee- Gipsy Raine 
Mr. Braham..ecccccceceesH. G. Stoker 
Dr. Trevor...ccccesccccee Eric Messiter 
James Brett....ccce e+eee- Leslie Banks 
Sir George Rowland......C. V. France 
William Lawrence........-Allan Jeayes 
MEGS BPOCE. 6 cccctcdecvecs Gillian Lind 
Robert Mason........Bromley Davenport 
J PACS Winifred Evans 


Henry ... seeeese- Frederick Piper 


This play is an adaptation from 
the French. In plot, it’s just an- 
other story of amnesia, the central 
character being a man who has a 
street accident, loses his memory 
and goes back to the time he was 
riddled with shrapnel during the 
war, and imagines he is still in a 
military hospital. 

A remarkable coincidence is the 
fact that a similar case is reported 
in this morning's newspaper simul- 
taneous with the reviews on the 
play. Piece seems to have lost a 
little something, but is, neverthe- 
less, good theatrical entertainment. 

Leslie Banks is the titular char- 
acter and the supporting company, 
while perfectly competent, calls for 
no special individual mention. 


(‘Waiter, My Bill!’) 
Budapest, Feb. 25. 
in three acts by Vilmos Rozvanyi 
Rezso Szirmai, at the Bethlen-ter 
Budapest. Cast: Margit Makay, 
Gellert, Erzsi 3arsony, Aladar 
Imre Czobor. 


Play 
and 
theatre, 
Louis 
Sarkadi, 


A play of good intentions but poor 
results. It is a sort of ‘Third Floor 
Back.’ Here is a kind of saint in the 
guise of a poor waiter who is trying 
to make everyone happy in the mis- 
erable tenement house where he 
lives and where everybody is 
wicked, malicious, envious and un- 
grateful. 

All the lodgers owe him money, 
so they nearly lynch him, and when 
the slum vamp, whom he loves with 
unrequited passion, tries to do away 
with her illegitimate baby, he falls 
under suspicion of having killed the 
baby himself. Finally a sweet girl 
saves him from the consequences of 





his superlative goodness, the baby 


ET EMATE 
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Plays on Broadway 





DE LUXE 


Drama in two acts and five scenes by 
ouis Bromfield and John Gearon; pre 
sented and etaged by Chester Erskin at 


the Booth, N. Y., March 5, ‘35; sets by 
Jo Mielziner; $3.85 top. 

Pet DORE. coccccessece ..Melvyn Douglas 
Fanny OOMBUR sce cececes Cora Witherspoon 
ies Tee. ..« ccatnécsees Claudia Morgan 
Sabine Brandon...... eee+.-- Violet Heming 
Ogden Travis..... cece ..Clyde Fillmore 
BEATEO. scovccsen eee. Beverly Sitgreaves 
wares POCR ss ccaceve nee xa Tabor Von Jany 
Pe . Te: ck divncincasees David Hughes 
Lady Daisy Dantry.....ccce+ Ann Andrews 
Lottie Moore. ......+. eosesess Elsa Maxwell 
Sophie Bashly......... aeweaes Blanche Ring 
PERO BECEIOMOIE, coccwccesecese Alan Bunce 


The Grand Duke Sacha (Zizi)........ 
iebs sarees doneeeee ea Pierre DeRamey 

et DMR i 20 an aces ...'Peppy’ DeAlbrew 

Princess D’Orobelli (Pna)....ivy Troutman 


SAE TPNNOOE, cécceeocesia Florance Edney 
oo ge. ee Maurice Sommers 
Mone. Du Pont. .cccccccecess Robert LeSuer 
WalteP, ccccee cccesececsosece +«+-Tom Ewell 





Somewhere along in 1917 Louis 
Bromfield wrote this play. It was 
to have been done by the Province- 
town Players, but something hap- 


pened. Looking at it today, as re- 
written and embellished, the 
thought occurs that he should 


either have had it produced then or 
forgotten all about it. 

Bromfield as a novelist won the 
Pulitzer Prize once, but ‘DeLuxe’ is 
transparent and phoney. At one point 
one of the characters says: ‘The 
rich know the price of everything 
and the value of nothing.’ That’s 
one of the best of the epigrams the 
characters are constantly throwing 
out and it’s a good example of what 
masquerades here as wit. 

Curiously enough, Bromfield’s 
bent for the type of character 
portrayed here — the over-sexed, 


drink-crazed neurotics that form 
the froth of European $society—is 
shared by a French playwright, 


Edouard Bourdet. Bourdet wrote a 





is saved, the vamp reforms and 
marries and the waiter discovers 
that he really loves the good, kind 
and innocent girl. 

A slum legend with poetic touches 
but overdone and lacking sincerity. 
Louis Gellert makes a specialty of 
such parts, and does well in them 
but cannot make this heavenly 
waiter real. Margit Makay makes 
the vamp far more plausible and 
the entire cast does very well, add- 
ing another ,ood performance to 
the record of this small and inex- 
pensive suburban theatre which has 
climbed to the rank of a first-rate 
stage in the course of a few months. 

Jacobi. 


FOR THE DEFENCE 


London, Feb. 27. 
Drama in two acts by John Hastings 
Turner; produced by Matheson Lang at 


the Duke of York's theatre, Feb. 26. 

Barbara Keeble.......... Beatrix Thomson 
Ralph Keeble...........+-Douglas Jefferies 
SS ee cocccseoess edgar McEwen 


Bell... 





Lt. Ranger cccceeccccs caeenGme GOrat 
Dr. Howard Lord.....eseessss Walter Piers 
Captain Hunter...........Denis Wyndham 
Sir Philip Holbrooke.,...... Matheson Lang 
Elizabeth Holbrooke.........-:. Helen Haye 
Maild. s+. Prrreerervrrrere. 


ecececeess Mary Sheridan 
,.Frank Woolfe 
covccccese URES MOnLer 
Justice Barrow... Douglas Jefferies 
Charles Pemberton...........John Kentish 
freee oN 6660 0p s0eesecdee EE Eee 
Richards. .iccvccccess eoeeeee Walter Menpes 


Kay Southey..... 
Inspector Randall........+. 
Sir James Taske. 


John Hastings Turner can be re- 
lied upon to turn out a practical 
manuscript for the stage. Quality 
of the thesis is another matter. 

There have been so many good 
plays with trial scenes that a new 
one would have to be awfully good. 
Little or no fault in the court scene 
here, but it is no better than a 
number of others that have gone 
hefore, so the big punch of the piece 
is no longer a novelty. 

A brilliant titled barrister defends 
the woman he loves on a charge of 
murder. He puts all he has into 
the defense, firmly believing in her 
innocence. After acquitting her he 
learns from her own lips she had 
actually committed the murder, 
there being what most people would 
regard as sufficient justification. He 
wants to marry her, nevertheless, 
but on discovering the victim was 
his own prodigal brother she reso- 
lutely refuses, claimine the barrier 


between them would constantly 
stalk its ghost. 
Matheson Lang as the barrister 


and Beatrix Thomson as the woman 
are adequately supported by a well- 
chosen cast. 

In addition to the unconscionable 
time taken in developing the dis- 
sertation, coincidences are stretched 
beyond reason, in having the woman 
shoot a2 man in East Africa, come 

(Continued on page 57) 


;play with similar characters, story 


and the same basic setting, the 
Hotel Ritz in Paris, about six years 
ago. He called it ‘Le Sex Faible’ 


(‘The Weaker Sex’). It was a Paris 
hit and a Broadway flop, [Bourdet's 
newest play, ‘Times Have Changed,’ 
is current in New York with a 
Louis Bromfield adaptation, just as 
a coincidence. ] 

Chester Erskin has given ‘De 
Luxe’ an exceptionally fine produc- 
tion, but it won't help. It has just 
about the finest cast assembled this 
season and for several other sea- 
sons. But those same names that 
should help it draw somewhat will 
hurt because of the aggregate over- 


head necessitated. At $3.85 top it 
takes a lot of tickets to roll up 
$10,000, the least the show must 


gross weekly to break. It may draw 
the smart mob for a while, but not 
enough or for a long time. 

Melvyn Douglas is a dissipated 
young man who's drunk most of 
the time and whose bills are being 
paid by Cora Witherspoon. Claudia 
Morgan is the young daughter of 
a millionaire (Clyde Fillmore) and 
in love with a penniless young 
newspaperman (Alan Bunce). Violet 
Heming is a sad-gay divorcee try- 
ing to keep her mounting debts 
from worrying her by drinking any- 
thing. Ann Andrews has a title, a 
perpetual thirst, a mounting stack 
of debts and a bitter tongue. 
Blanche Ring is a rich and some- 
what elderly Americau lady who 
wants to meet society and Elsa 
Maxwell is the genial and obese 
fixer who helps her meet people rnd 
spend money—mostly the latter. 
‘Peppy’ DeAlbrew, of the night 
clubs, is on the stage for most of 
the second act in the role of a 
thieving gigolo, and Ivy Troutman, 
famous in legit years ago, does her 
bit as one of the society leaders. 

Those are the main spokes of the 
cast and plot. There is much chat- 
ter and many wisecracks and noth- 
ing much happens until the second 
act. Then Clyde Fillmore proposes 
to Miss Heming and she’s about to 
marry him for his money. Ann 
Andrews gets tired of it all and 
knocks herself off. That sobers 
most everybody up for a few min- 
utes. Claudia Morgan runs off with 
her poor but honest newspaperman. 
Douglas giv s Miss Witherspoon the 
gate and she picks up DeAlbrew. 
Miss Heming changes her mind 
about her rich Fillmore and she 
and Douglas cry on each other's 
shoulders and decide to attempt 
muddling through on their own, 
despite their mutual poverty. 

It's a finish which doesn't solve 
anything, which doesn’t promise 
anything except greater confusion. 
But it’s a finish. 

Jo Mielziner’s sets are beautiful 
and effective and work very 
smoothly. There's at least one di- 
rectorial touch by Erskin which de- 
serves better spotting and more at- 
tention. It’s between the first and 
second scene of the first act. At 
the close of the first scene Douglas 
picks up a phone to call Miss Hem- 
ing. He gets the connection and 
starts the conversation. Stage 
blackout and mikes pick up the 
conversation from both sides. 
Lights on again to show Miss Hem- 
ing’s apartment, she at the other 
end of the phone finishing the talk. 
It's motion picture technique ap- 
plied to the stage that shows in- 
genuity and imagination, 

Twentieth Century Films spon- 
sored this production. Studio 
can't possibly make a film out of 
it as is, unless cleaning it up com- 
pletely, and if doing that, what is 
there left? Kavf. 


Cornell in Balto First 

Baltimore, March 12. 
Katharine Cornell will open her 
next production, ‘Flowers of the 
Forest,’ by John Van Druten, in Bal- 
timore at the independently booked 
Maryland, With four performances 
in three days, April 8-10 at $3.30 top. 
Show will come in on Sunday (4) 
and rehearse till the formal public 
unveiling on the following Thurs- 


day. After leaving Baltimore it will 
have a prompt debut on Broadway 
the following Monday (12) at the 


Martin Beck theatre. 

Production will be the first one in 
years in which Miss Cornell is play- 
ing not to be staged by her husband, 
Guthrie McClintic. Auriol Lee, who 
directs all of Van Druten’s plays, 
will stage, with MeClintic supervis- 





ing the general production. 














Stride with 


Sturdy leathers, trim 
styles and built-up 
leather heels. 





I. MILLER 
“STROLLIES” 


A New Shoe for a New Sezson at a New Price 


P= 

735 The “Strollie Bag.” 

[nscnue In 9 “high shades” 
-_ — $2.00 


Models 


1552 Broadway cor. 4st street, Open to 9 P.M. 
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Mangan Back at Rex, Paris, but 


Loses Ambassadeurs; Line of 48 





Paris, March 8. 

Francis A. Mangan, who was to 
have staged shows at the Ambassa- 
deurs Restaurant this spring, is out 
of that spot but is coming back to 
the Rex, film de luxer for whose 
opening the American producer cre- 
ated stage shows in 1931. 

Mangan, now in England, will 
take a show to the Palais de la 
Mediterranee, swank casino at Nice, 
and then will come north for a pro- 
duction at the Rex on March 
This puts him back on the boule- 
vards, whither he has been trying 
to return for three years, 

Split with the Ambassadeurs fol- 
lows a trip to London by Pierre 
Foucret, new chief of that nitery, to 
find out just what kind of a show 
Mangan was going to give him. 
Foucret claims Mangan missed an 
appointment at which the explana- 
tion was to take place, and there- 
fore the Frenchman wrote the 
American a letter assuming that he 
wasn’t interested in the job. 

Foucret was accompanied by 
George Boronski, formerly of the 
local Morris office and now ‘artistic 
director’ of the Ambassadeurs, and 
together they looked over all Amer- 
ican talent now playing London, 
with a view to booking acts. Proba- 
bly will take a number from the 
Savoy and maybe one or two from 
the Palladium. 

Boronski is to leave in a few days 
for the Riviera to look over talent 
there, and then will o.o. U. S. acts 
in Germany. Ambassadeurs will 
open April 25, according to present 
plans. 

Albert,. regular head waiter and 
m.c. of the Ambassadeurs in former 
years, and now at Maxim’s, whose 
current success is largely attributed 
to his presence, is returning to the 
Ambassadeurs for the season. 

Foucret, a young man, is an auto- 
mobile racing driver, son of a 
wealthy old Paris showman who 
owns the Moulin Rouge and other 
buildings. Elder Foucret is also 
directly interested in the new Am- 
bassadeurs concern, which took over 
from Clement Hobson. Latter re- 
tains a minority financial] interest. 

Thirty-two line girls for Man- 
gan’s show at Nice left Paris last 
night, convoyed by Jim Witteried. 
After the engagement at the Palais 
de la Mediterranee, company will 
split in two parts, one to play the 
Pathe Palace, Lyons, and the other 
the Pathe Palace, Marseilles. Then 
a third group of 16 will come over 
from England, all joining for the 
Rex show with a total line of 48. 

Mangan is also working with Mis- 
tinguett on a revue, of which three 
scenes have already been laid out. 
No spot has been found yet for the 
show, but it may go on at the Mou- 
lin Rouge, Mistinguett’s old theatre, 
which is not doing so well for Pathe 
with its present vaude-film policy. 


NO PAY, 48 HOSTESSES 
ANKLE IN SHANGHAI 


Shanghai, Feb. 23. 

Casanova failed to pay 48 danc- 
ing hostesses. Girls struck, taking 
their boy friends out with them. 

Next day they advertised in 
North China Daily News, ‘We, danc- 
ing partners of the Casanova, have 
moved to Ladow’s Tavern, 33 Ning- 
po Road.’ 

Girls brought action in the U. 8. 
Court for China against the Ameri- 
can owner. U. S. marshal agreed 
to act as I1.0.U. collector for the 
girls, money received to be paid out 
pro rata. 


99 
am 





Lith Ballet Next 


Paris, March 8. 


Paris agent of Sol Hurok has 
booked the Lithunanian State Bal- 
let for an American tour. Dancers 
are now in London and will sail 
shortly. 

Troupe is led by Vera Nemchi- 
nova, and includes Obuchov and 
Zvereff, also of the old Diaghliev 
Russian ballet. They are encour- 
aged by the success in the United 
States of the Monte Carlo ballet. 
There are now 85 dancers in the 
troupe, but it Is expected to be built 
up to a bigger personnel figure. 





a. 








PRIZES FOR DRESS-UP 


Paris Legit Mgr Offers Souvenirs to 
Males in Dress Clothes 
Paris, March 8. 

It pays to wear a dinner jacket or 
tails to local theatre. Robert Tre- 
bor, manager of the Theatre Michel 
where ‘Private Lives’ is current, 
started the season by fighting with 
the critics, Who didn’t want to dress 
for his opening. Now he's offering 
a prize to every spectator who 
comes in a stiff shirt. 

Gifts are distributed to eligible 
males by girl ushers during first in- 
termission. 


PARIS LEGIT 
ACTIVE AGAIN 


Paris, March 5. 


Parisian art theatre spirit, fa- 
mous before the war through such 
houses as the old Theatre Antoine 
and Vieux Colombier, is being re- 








vived in a new little theatre in 
Montparnasse, known as Petite 
Scene. 


Run by Mme. Marie-Ange Ri- 
vain in a sort of barn in the Rue 
Falguiere, Petite Scene company 
from time to time gives perform- 
ances which are hailed by local 
critics as masterpieces of staging. 

Latest production is Oscar Wilde’s 
‘Woman of No Importance,’ adapted 
by Guillot de Saix and M. Saint- 
Mare. Piece has curiosity value 
only, and producers don’t pretend 
it’s a good play or commercial pos- 
sibility, but as result of putting it 
on they’re getting heavy credit for 
maintaining Parisian spirit of theat- 
rical innovation. Wilde play was 
first produced in London in 1893. 

Legit season in general is re- 
awakening, in the sense that new 
plays are opening again after a long 
period of nothing but revivals. 
Comedie Francaise this week opened 
‘Madame Quinze,’ a costume play by 
Jean Sarment on Louis XV and 
Mme. de Pompadour. Sacha Gui- 
try’s ‘New Testament’ has been 
moved from the Madeleine to Ren- 
aissance to make room for ‘Joys of 
Capitol,’ operetta by Jacques Bous- 
quet, Albert Willemetz and Raoul 
Moretti. Oeuvre is putting on a 
new Maurice Rostand play on Oscar 
Wilde. 

Nouvelle Comedie, little Mont- 
martre house which had success 
with its first piece this season, 
Jacques Natanson’s ‘Summer,’ will 
open with a Noel Coward adapta- 
tion titled ‘Serenade a Trois’ in a 
few days, with Blanche Montel and 
Jean-Pierre Aumont. Saint-Georges 
is rehearsing a new Henri Duvernois 
play, ‘Rouge,’ and the Pitoeffs, 
mopping up Pirandello’s ‘Tonight 
We Improvise,’ are readying a new 
piece by Steve Passeur for the 
Mathurins. 


CHINESE TALENT FOR 
RUSS LEGIT, FILMS 


Shanghai, Feb. 23. 


Mei Lan-fang, China’s greatest 
female impersonator, who was bal- 
lyhooed through America two years 
ago, has left Shanghai for Moscow 
with a troupe of 14. 

Moscow's bid for his services was 
a matter of argument for months. 

Butterfly Wu, leading cinema 
actress, departed on the same Sov- 
jet boat for Vladivostok. She has a 
studio engagement there. 


New Head Named for 
Belgrade Nat. Theatre 


Belgrade, March 1. 


Dr. Branislav Vojnovitch has been 
appointed director of the Belgrade 
National Theatre. He has already 
been installed in his new position. 

Belgrade National Theatre has 
two houses, one where operas are 
given and the other for plays. 

Previously directors were appoint- 
ed from among political followers of 
the party in power. Dr. Vojnovitch, 
however, !s purely a theatrical man. 
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| Plays Abroad 
FOR THE DEFENCE 


(Continued from page 56) 


to London to live with a friend, 
who in turn introduces her to a 
middle-aged barrister, who happens 
to be single, and who happens to 
fall in love with her, and who hap- 








péns to be the brother of the law- 
yer. Jolo. 
BARNET’S FOLLY 
Budapest, Feb. 23. 


Comedy in three acts by Jan Stewer, pre- 
sented by Barry Jackson and Roy Limbert 


at the Haymarket theatre, Feb. 14. Pro- 
duction by H. K. Ayliff, 
PL ND. oo cchucae badas Muriel Aked | 
George Growsell..... Wtectesenes Jan Stewer 
Nellie Lannacott..cccccccce: Jane Harwood 
Lucy Lannacott..............Mary Jerrold 
Mark Lannacott..........+.Herbert Lomas 
Richard Barnet....... eooeee- Reginald Tate 
Hettie Burridge...... 36000866 Judy Hallatt 
Elizabeth Burridge............May Agate 
William Burridge..... e+. Wilson Coleman 
ee UGG. 0c hk cecaasescs Ralph Michael 


Some years ago Sir Barry Jack- 
son produced “The Farmer’s Wife’ 
at the Court theatre. It didn't 
start off very successfully at first 
but the house rent was cheap and 


salaries low. Being a man of 
means, Sir Barry let it run for a 
few weeks, by which time, for no 


reason anybody has ever been able 
to discover, it began to draw, and 
continued to do profitable business 
for an extra extended run. 
‘Barnet’s Folly’ resembles it in 
some respects, in that it is a bucolic 
comedy. Sir Barry has joined with 
Roy Limbert in producing it at the 
Haymarket on the offchance of 
lightning striking twice. There is 
more genuine comedy in ‘Barnet's 
Folly’ than in ‘The Farmer's Wife’; 
it is, on the whole, very much bet- 
ter played, and the production is 


more elaborate and effective. On 
the opening night the audience 
rocked with laughter and _ the 


critics were fulsome in their praise. 
Plot is elementai. Author has 
done one clever thing, however, in 
that whenever the situation be- 
comes seriously melodramatic, 
someone enters and breaks the ten- 
sion. Jolo. 


TARANTELLA 


Budapest, Feb. 26. 
Karoly Kristof and 
Julius K. Halasz, with music adapted 
from the compositions of Suppe, at the 
Varosi theatre, Budapest. 


Musical comedy by 





‘Lilac Time,’ operetta dealing with 
the life of Franz Shubert and with 
a score adopted from his composi- 
tions, was the first to exploit the 
fame and the melodies of a long- 
dead composer who claims no roy- 
alties. Since the world success of 
this Shubert revival, there have 
been others with the music of Of- 
fenbach, Volkmann, Strauss and 
others, all more or less successful, 
since the reincarnation of popular 
melodies is in itself a guaranty of 
half the success. 

The young authors who are mak- 
ing a practice of this arrangement, 
Kristof and Halasz, made an excel- 
lent job out of their Johann Strauss 
play last year, entitled ‘Blue Dan- 
ube’, They have written a _ radio 
play about Franz Liszt, with his 
music, and currently they have re- 
vived the music of Suppe, an oper- 
etta composer popular about the 
*seventies. 

Setting is a Neapolitan fishing 
village and Paris during the Second 
Empire; story concerns an operatic 
prima donna and a fisherman turned 
tenor. Best part of the music 
comes from Suppe’s musical com- 
edy ‘Boccaccio.’ Greatest joke in the 
score is the revelation that ‘Who's 
Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ is orig- 
inally by Suppe. This number has 
the greatest success in the show. 

Irene Zoltan and Laszlo Szucs in 
the leading parts are well cast in 
roles that demand really fine voices. 
Acting end is less well looked after. 
On the whole a pleasant play, with 


|far better than the average run of 


modern operettas. Jacobi. 


STOCK TRYOUTS BY 





UNEMPLOYED TALENT 


Berlin, March 8. 


For double purpose of taking up 
slack in actor unemployment and 
giving youngsters a chance to show 
their stuff, the Wallner theatre has 
been taken over by the actors’ vere- 
in for productions. 

First two productions, already in 
rehearsal, are ‘Minna von Barn- 
helm’ and ‘Der Vetter aus Dingsda’. 
First produced by Stage Association 
collective and second by Eduard 
Kuennecken’s collective. 

Berlin directors have been ia- 
vited to drop in for rehearsals and 
several availed themselves of oppor- 
tunity to look over unknowns. 

Plan is to do three shows weekly, 
giving each cast two nights on the 
boards until plays droop, when 
they'll be yanked and others substi- 
tuted. 








Goebbels Promises Aid to German 
Provincial Theatre; Reviews Year 


+ a 

PRIESTLEY’S DUO Berlin, March 3 
Bras Assistance for provincial theatres 
| Basil Dean Doing Both—One Al-|Was promised by Dr. Goebbels in 
ready Touring Provinces Essen in an effort to rebuild them 
—_——— to former standards and enable 
London, March 12. them to ‘live up to their traditions’. 
J. B. Priestley’s new play, ‘Duet Because much of Berlin's talent 
| in Moonlight’ is being tried out in]is furnished from provincial circles, 
|the provinces and due in London |the reichsminister said, it is need- 
soon. Another Priestley drama, ]|/less to try and maintain the Berlin 


‘Cornelius,’ is about to go into re- 
| hearsal for the Duchess theatre 
Basil Dean producing both. 


TWO OF 3 NEW 
~ PLAYS CLICK 
IN LONDON 


March 3. 

‘Crime and 
Dostoievsky’'s 
novel, was produced at the Em- 
bassy, Feb. 26. by John Fernald. 
Show was seen here last year with 


London, 
play, 
from 


Gaston 
Punishment,’ 


juty’s 


a company of French players in 
the West End. This production, 
however, could court comparison 
anywhere, for dignity, atmosphere 
and smoothness. 

Of a splendid cast, outstandinz 


performances are those of James 
Dale, Frank Royde, Stephen Hag- 
gard and Barbara Couper. 
Dramatic critics had a chance to 
spread themselves in socking a play 








called ‘They Do These Things in 
France,’ produced at the West- 
minster, Feb. 22. One of the poor- 


est attempts at play-writing on the 
stage here in many years. 

Sydney Carroll presented part 1 
of ‘Henry IV’ at His Majesty's the- 
atre, Feb, 28. This Shakespearean 
opus is rarely seen outside Oxford 
and the Old Vic, containing, as it 
does, little of the glamor and fine 
rhetoric generally noted in the 
bard’s plays. 


Colorful, if unpretentious produc- 
tion, with generally well blended 
cast. Main interest is interpreta- 


tion of the role of Falstaff by the 
veteran music hall comedian, George 
Robey, who essays in this, his first 
straight part. First-nighters loved 
every minute of it. ‘ 





COMEDIE’S PLANS NOT 
SET: TWO TOURS SURE 


Paris, March 3. 

Hasn’t yet been finally decided 
whether the Comedie Francaise wtil 
shut down for four months this 
year for remodeling, as planned, but 
there’s already a rush of theatre 
owners to offer their houses to the 
ace troupe during the renovation 
period. 

First on list is the Odeon, second 
state theatre, which has been of- 
fered to the senior troupe by its di- 
rector, Paul Abram. Ambassadeurs 
and Theatre des Champs Elysees 
also have been offered, and Leon 
Volterra has asked the Comedie if 
it wouldn't like to park in the 
Marigny. Baron de Rothschild has 
not offered his Theatre Pigalle, but 
some members of the Comedie would 





and Rome, and another in South 
America. 


Senor Palma, manager of the Co- 


after a conference with Emile Fabre, 
director of the Comedie, and he'll 
cable from Buenos Aires if the ac- 
cord he arranged with Fabre is rati- 


fied. 


Best German Plays 
3erlin, March 8. 
prizes for best 
German stage plays went to Max 
Geisenheyner'’s ‘Petra und Allah’, 
Paul Reding’s ‘Deutsch-Sudewest’ 
and Irma Derwein von Drygalsky's 
‘Das Brotlose Mahl’. 

Authors, publishers and actors 
composed which made 
selections from 890 plays entered, 


Dietrich-Eckart 


committee 





like to ask him for it, as it is one 
of the finest houses in town and is | 
idle. 

Whether a shutdown takes place 
or not, two tours seem likely to be} 
undertaken by the Comedie; one in 
Italy, lasting two weeks, and tak- 


without at the same time 


provinces. 


stage 


assisting he 


Dr. Goebbels traced efforts of the 
last year in putting the Berlin stage 
back on its feet, saying that upe- 


wards of $5,000,000 had been spent 
in renovating theatres and assisting 
the profession in a general way. 
“As I took over in March, 1933, 
my first problem was to clean Ber- 


lin theatres of mismanagement,” 
Dr. Goebbels _ said. “Previously 
there hadn't been a penny in the 


German budget for artistic things, 
but when hundreds of millions are 
available for economic reconstruc- 
tion then something must be made 
available for art. 

‘Even foreign newspapers today 
admit 3erlin stage has reached 
highest point in years. I feel time 
now ripe when we must take care 
of the regeneration of provincial 
theatres.’ 

He didn't mention which news- 
paper or when, 

Theatre isn't something for the 
upper 10,000, he said, but for the 
entire people, and cited changes in 
the Grosses Schauspielhaus, _ re- 
named Theatre of the People, where 
more than 1,200,000 persons had 
seen plays during the first year. 


It may take two or three years 
before theatre is placed on a strong 
financial basis and able to give 
people artistic nourishment, he 
thinks. 

Otto Laubinger, president of the 
Theatre Chamber and himself a 


noted actor here, substantiated Dr. 
Goebbels’ statements, saying there 
are no empty theatres in Berlin at 
present. Bankruptcies and fraud 
practiced on actors and actresses in 
former days, have disappeared, Lau- 
binger said. He traced this to the 
rigid rules laid down before direc- 
tors could secure theatres or put a 
cast into rehearsals. 


GUITRY’S 3D WEDDING 
A SECRET TILL DONE 


Paris, March 3. 
Sacha Guitry pulled a fast one 
on the theatrical mob here when he 


married Jacqueline Delubac, his 
leading woman. 
Although by French law banns 


must be posted in front of the city 
hall ten days before any wedding, 
informing the world of names, age 
and previous condition of servitude 
of both parties, Guitry got a special 
dispensation from the Department 
of Justice and didn’t publish any- 
thing. Wedding plans were an 
actual secret except to the actual 


legal witnesses of the marriage, 
who were Francis de Croisset, 
Pierre Mortier, Max Maurey and 


Albert Willemets, all legit big shots. 
Guitry had a big crowd to lunch, 








after the ceremony, however, invit- 
ing them on the excuse that it was 
his fiftieth birthday. 

It’s Guitry’s third marriage. For- 
merly married to Charlotte Lyses 





| 
| 
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} 


ing in Turin, Milan, Genoa, Florence | 


| 


lomb in Buenos Aires, has left Paris 4 








and Yvonne Printemps. 


By Backstage Bullet 
St. Marien, Germany, March 3. 
A stagehand was killed here dur- 
ing performance of ‘Andreas Hofer,’ 
drama by youthful cast. 


During the play shots were called 
for back stage. Stage hand hit 
cartridges with a nail and _ stick. 
Bullet caromed, striking deckhand 


in chest and killed him instantly. 
Mex Subsidy Cut 


Mexico City, March 9. 





Government has whittled this 
year’s subsidy for Palace of Fine 
Arts (National theatre) down to 
$35,000, of which but $14,500 is al- 


lowed for theatrical entertainments. 
Subsidy is pretty small, when it is 
considered that Palace had $60,000 
at its disposal from Sept. 29 
when it was inaugurated, to Dec. 31. 

New administration’s strict econ- 
omy program is said to be respon- 
sible, 


last, 
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Dailies Refuse Debunking Ads 


Both the N. Y. Times and N. Y. 
at nll ig turned down ads on 
“Partners in Plunder,’ new tell-it- 
all-book, because of fear of hurt- 
ing clients. Book is another de- 
bunker, destroying illusions about 
advertising and commodities on the 
general market. First such tome 
was ‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs.’ 

Particular ads _ dailies refused 
mentioned the fact that one of the 
biggest refrigerator companies was 


keeping a low priced home electric | 


icebox out of the market, although 
completed, in order to sell its higher 
priced stock. Herald said nothing 
doing on that or anything like it. 
Times said okay, but only in ram- 
ing the company and not generaliz- 
ng. 





Md. Press Election 


Elécted late at annual caucus of 
the Maryland Press Association, or- 
ganization composed of newspaper- 
men on sheets other than Balto 
rags, were: Samuel Shanahan, to 
presidency of group and David Jen- 
kins to joint office of sec’y and 
treas. Shanhan, ed of the Easton 
(Ma.) Star-Democrat, succeeds 
John Worthington. Jenkins, pub- 
lisher of the Annapolis Evening 
Capital and the Maryland Gazette, 
takes Shanahan’s previous office. 

At the pow-pow, a meeting of the 
code authority ~for supervising 
newspapers was held. The Mary- 
land state authority is administered 
by Pete Stromberg, of Ellicott City. 
On the board are Shanahan, Jen- 
kins, Leo Moore, of Havre de Grace, 
and Watson Webb, publisher and 
ed of the Cambridge Banner. 

Governor Harry Whinna Nice was 
special guest at the dinner, which 
shut the get-together. 





Berlin Dailies’ Error 


Berlin press let itself in for 
plenty of trouble recounting Mrs. 
Astor Dick Fiermonte’s boat trip to 
Italy after her glove slinging hubby, 
by referring to her as ‘Lady Astor.’ 

Voulevard sheets went all out on 
story. B. Z. am Mittag broke yarn 
with wrong handle for Mrs. Fier- 
monte, Nachtausgabe rewrote the 
story, apparently without checking, 
making the same mistake, 

Friends of Lady Nancy Astor, 
member of Parliament and daughter 
of an old Virginia family, are rais- 
ing cain. 





Illustration Show March 19 

American Institute of Graphic 
Arts will hold its fifth exhibition of 
American book illustrations begin- 
ning March 19 in the gallery of the 
Architectural League. In addition 
to illustrated books issued the past 
year, a group of unpublished illus- 
trations will also be shown. 

Judges who will award prizes for 
the best entries comprise Henry 
Hart, editor of Putnam's; Eleanor 
Treacy, art editor of Fortune, and 
Lucian Bernhard and Edith Hal- 
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Book Hawksters 


Los Angeles, March 12. 

A five-foot shelf on wheels. 
That's the latest setup for 
bookworms since the mobile 
lending library started a new 
vogue here. Trailer stocked 
with 500 volumes makes door- 
to-door stops in the neighbor- 
hoods and housewives come out 
and make their selections just 
like they do from the vegetable 
wagon. 

If the thing clicks, the spon- 
sors promise a fleet of rolling 
libraries by summer. 

















Doubleday’s Film Ed. 

Growing interest of book publish- 
ers in motion pictures is indicated 
by the appointment of a motion pic- 
ture editor to the staff of Double- 
day-Doran, book publishers. She is 
Leda Bauer, former eastern story 
editor of United Artists. 

Miss Bauer starts pronto, her as- 
signment being to contact studios 
for the company’s publications. It’s 
the first job of the sort, although 
most publishers have been paying 
more and more attention to film 
rights within the past few years and 
all the major houses now attempt to 
get a piece of the screen rights on 
all book publications. This feature 
is practically forced on new con- 
tracts, although established authors 
don’t give up any of their screen 
rights to the pubs and the Authors 
League frowns on the practice. 





Busy Beth Brown 

3eth Brown was guest speaker at 
the Booksellers’ annual dinner Feb. 
28 and spoke on Lowell Thomas’ 
hour March 4, both times telling 
about ‘Lady Hobo.’ March 29 she 
is to appear at the Barbizon Plaza. 

’Tween times she’s working on 
her new book and lecturing on di- 
vorce as a by-product of her ‘Man 
and Wife.’ Speaks for about half 
an hour and then an open forum 
on the topic. 

N. Y. Fiction Guild's Elections 

New officers have been elected by 
the New York unit of the American 
Fiction Guild. They are, Frank 
ruber, president; Richard B. Sale, 
vice-president; Mary W. Tinsley, 
secretary, and Wilton E. Mathews. 

Local branch of the American 
Fiction Guild no longer quartered 
with Arthur Burks, one of its 
founders and leading spirits. Burks 
doing considerable scribbling now 
and moving about. 





Scully Doing Another 

Another Frank Scully shut-in 
story has been contracted for by 
Simon & Schuster. Book slated for 
appearance next October will either 
be titled ‘Still More Fun in Bed,’ or 
‘Fun in the Next Bed’ His other 
‘Fun in Bed’ is now getting a 
Danish translation. 
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‘Wilson Collison 


hits the ball again with his new novel 


Dear ke a 


a Western story with 
a new kick and twist 


Py eT oren 





published last 
week by Kendall 
& Sharp and im- 
mediately pur- 
chased by M-G-M 


tk) for one of their 











"Nother N. Y. Plum te Scribe 


Another juicy plum of the N, Y. 
State Service fell into the lap of 
a newspaperman, with the appoint- 
ment of Walter T. Brown, head of 
the AP’s, Albany bureau for the 
past four years, as secretary to 
Governor Herbert H. Lehman at 
a yearly salary of $12,000. Brown, 
35, is the youngest man who has 
held this position in years. 

Joseph J, Canavan, former night 
city editor of the old N. Y. World, 
filled the post until last summer, 
when Governor Lehman appointed 
him to the State Parole Board. 
Brown will assume his new duties 
after a brief vacation, His successor 
as director of the AP’s Albany bu- 
reau is Morgan M. Beatty. 





Ban Strikers’ Broadcasts 


A new element has been intro- 
duced into the Newark, N, J., Led- 
ger Guild strike by an injunction 
issued by Vice Chancellor Berry 
restraining the strikers from broad- 
casting falsehoods by radio or other- 
wise. As result, WOR barred fur- 
ther broadcasts by the strikers. 

Saturday afternoon pickets pa- 
troled in front of Bamberger’s de- 
partment store carrying signs saying 
‘Bamberger advertises in the Led- 
ger.’ This was intended to get after 
not only Bamberger’s, but WOR. 
None of the pickets was a striker, 
but interested laymen. 





Facsimile Bibles 


A. Foerster, publisher of Leipzig. 
brought out a facsimile copy of 
Martin Luther’s 1534 Bible in two 
volumes. 

Books are replicas of originals in 
the University library of Leipzig, 
containing 125 woodcut initial let- 
ters. First volume is Old, second 
New Testament. Cannot be pur- 
chased singly. Volumes leather 
bound like Balderhain bound orig- 
inal. Good original 1534 Bibles are 
bringing $2,000 today. Reprint fac- 
similes are priced at about $12. 





Issuing 2-Bit Pamphlets 


Recently-organized New Horizon 
Press gets started with a pamphlet 
series to be called the Library of 
Social Justice. Pamphlets will be 
uniform in size and will sell for 
two bits each, Each of the issues 
in the Library of Social Justice will 
be numbered, with first to be a se- 
lection from William Morris’ poems, 
entitled ‘Chants for Socialists.’ 

Publishing plans of the New 
Horizon Press are wide, and include 
regulation-size books and possibly 
a mag, 





Fan Mags Go H’wood 

Hollywood and Screen Play, two 
of the Fawcett group of film fan 
magazines, will hereafter be edited 
in Hollywood. Heretofore the copy 
has cleared through the Minneapolis 
office, as will still be the case of 
the other Fawcett mags. Motion 
Picture, Classic and Screen Book. 

Murphy McHenry is in Hollywood 
from the eastern office to edit 
Screen Play, with Jack Grant to 
edit Hollywood. 





Chatter 

Maureen Fleming to Miami Beach. 

Edwin Corle has returned to the 
Coast. 

John B, Flynn has taken a place in 
Pelham, 

James Truslow Adams in from 
England. 

Danish edition set for ‘Now in 
November.’ 

Thyra Samter Winslow cruising 
in the West Indies. 

N. Laurence Roberts has a new 
literary agency. 

Rita Weiman getting to be quite 
an expert speech-maker, 

‘Growth of the Soil’ is the newest 
Modern Library addition. 

‘Jungle,’ by Ferreira de Castro 
(Viking), banned in Ireland. 

Theodore G. Joslin getting his 
notes ready for a lecture tour. 

S. S. Van Dine has finished a new 
one, ‘The Garden Murder Case.’ 

Richard Grant, author of ‘Man 
Hater,’ is really J. Calvitt Clarke, 

Harrap’s have British publication 
rights to Hendrick Van _ Loon’s 
‘Ships,’ 

Dorothy Leffler, on a leave of ab- 
sence from Bobbs Merrill, now in 
Japan, 

Printings of Mary Pickford’s slim 
book, ‘Why Not Try God?’, now total 
50,000 copies, 

Third printing and 55,000 copies on 
Lloyd Douglas’ ‘Green Light’ prior 
to publication, 

‘Life a La Henri’ has been changed 
to ‘Those Rich and Great Ones’ for 
sritish publication, 

Greenberg thinks times are better 

(Continued on page 62) 
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‘Heaven's My Destination’ ($2.50) 


4. ft. ge |e ; ae 


‘Rats, Lice and History’ ($3.75) 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending March 9, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 





Fiction 


Tete Ore Tee TE CORB) osxcdd cos sancdheccecce cece By Edna Ferber 
‘Forty Days of Musa Dagh’ ($3.00) ....cccceeees: By Franz Werfel 
eneee eeoeecceees+- By Pearl S, Buck 
(sen iced «+»--By Robert Nathan 
Se ae ok --By Warwick Deeping 


‘A House Divided’ ($2.50) ...... 
‘Road of Ages’ ($2.50) ......... 


, : eo ey kre 
‘Personal History’ ($3.00)........ 
‘Why Not Try God’ ($1.00) ...... 
“While Rome Burns’ ($2.75) .........++--.:By Alexander Woollcott 


60deek beans de enke By M. C. Phillips 
eocceccccccccoccsss Vincent Sheean 


‘Ships’ ($3.00) ..... Sessous eked .»..-By Hendrick Willem Van Loon 


ss 


.-By Thornton Wilder 


errr. eT e re re By Mary Pickford 


cababeuecnaeoaus By Hans Zissner 








Book Reviews 


Literary Tea Party 


John Farrar, perhaps the one 
among the book publishers who 
most enjoys pranks, has thought up 
a new one that is bound to get 
considerable chatter around town. It 
was he who devised ‘The President 
Vanishes,’ among other stunt books, 
and now he comes forth with a book 
tamely and innocently posing as 
‘The Smiling Corpse,’ by Anony- 
mous (Farrar & Rinehart; $2). The 
title is the only bad point of this 
exceptional yarn, which is excep- 
tional only because of the idea it 
represents. The anonymous authors 
are Bernard Bergman, editor of the 
New York American lit page, and 
Philip Wyle, novelist and ad-man. 


It seems there was a literary tea 
attended by everybody who is any- 
body literati. Among the visitors 
were Dashiell Hammet, G. K. Ches- 
terton, Sax Rohmer and W. H. 
Wright. Then came the murder. 
And this quartette of famous dick 
manipulators set out to solve it, 
while Alex Woollcott, Johnny Cham- 
berlain, Jim Thurber, Dorothy Par- 
ker and practically everybody else, 
gets in their way. Rohmer finds a 
Chinaman who belongs to the mys- 
terious order of purple toes. Wright, 
it seéms, talks just like Philo Vance, 
smokes the same kind of regies, and 
does all kinds of deducting and 
hobby explaining. Hammett goes 
out to dark, hole-in-the-wall joints, 
gets shot and beats up a couple of 
guys. Chesterton sits in his chair 
and calls people over to philosophize 
in his best ‘Father Brown’ manner. 
All of them pin the crime on dif- 
ferent people, but the dumb flat-foot 
O’'Casey, of course, figures out the 
real killer, It's a grand lark. 





Von Stroheim Misses 

rich von Stroheim now blossoms 
forth as an author. The director- 
actor, in his first published novel, 
show: that he’s still flamboyant and 
still as fond of wide and handsome 
gestures. His book, ‘Paprika’ (Mac- 
aulay; $2.50), doesn’t hold much for 
anything but circulating libraries. 

It’s a story of Gypsy life in Hun- 
gary and was obviously written with 
one eye to possible screening in 
Hollywood. Maybe that’s what's the 
matter with it and maybe it strains 
too hard that way to even make a 
likely filmization. 





Quickie on Lindy Kidnapping 

One of the most enterprising book 
efforts in some time is ‘The Lind- 
bergh Crime’ by Sidney Whipple 
(Blue Ribbon; $1). Mr. Whipple, a 
member of the United Press staff, 
wrote most of it previous to the 
trial in Flemington, and then filled 
in the last few chapters as the trial 
went along, the presses keeping pace 
with him. Entire book was thus 
rushed out in very quick order. 

Whipple takes the case from its 
very beginning and follows it 
through its various ramifications. 
It’s a good journalistic job. It may 
be found, however, that the dailies 
devoted such an overabundance of 
space to the yarn while current that 
people are pretty well fed up with it. 





Thayer’s Latest 


There's always a certain amount 
of interest in a new Tiffany Thayer 
book, because it’s so hard to tell 
what he’s going to do next. His 
latest is ‘A Cluck Abroad’ (Double- 
day-Doran; $2), and won't bother 
anybody much—except those few 
who buy a copy to read it, 

It's the weakest Thayer yet, with 
a inanufactured, unbelievable yarn 
of a country girl who goes to Eu- 
rope and becomes the belle of the 
party on a millionaire’s yacht. Not 
for films, 





Story of Today 


Most college stories irritate col- 
lege men, who realize that the 
writers are conforming to pattern 
and getting away from facts. Travis 
Ingham is being different in ‘Young 
yentlemen, Rise’ (Farrar & Rine- 
hart, $2), which is the story of a 
quartet of members of the Yale 
class of ‘28, but chiefly of Gene 
Davidson, who started in an adver- 
tising agency and wound up in a 
filling station, glad to have that 
job. 

Nothing bitter about the writing. 
It accepts the times without moral- 
izing and seeks simply to give one 
clinical case, Salty in spots, but 
not too much so, and an under- 
standing account of one man’s ad- 
ventures before and in a panic. It’s 
a book of human touches and nice 
appreciation, better worthy of in- 
terest than books which go to either 
extreme of pessimism or optimism. 
Too gloomy for a picture, but great 
material. 


Triple Angle 


Vicki Baum, whose ‘Grand Hotel’ 
derived quite as much notice for 
its pattern as its content, offers 
another interesting study in form 
in her ‘Men Never Know’ (Double- 
day-Doran, $2). 

It is a study in psychological re- 
action rather than a plotted story; 
an unfinished relation which is 
stopped at the point where it might 
have worked to dullness, It's 
novelty is that it is the same story 
thrice told, from the viewpoints of 
the man, the woman and the hus- 
band. In spite of this, the story 
does not become repetitious at any 
point, and presents a better 
rounded whole than the relation 
from any single point of view. She 
scores another bullseye. 





Romance in Revolutior. 

Most authors who pick on the 
American revolution for their theme 
select, as a matter of course, the 
same general pattern. Barbara 
Webb In her ‘Aletta Laird’ (Double- 
day-Doran, $2), goes farther afield 
and pitches on Beimuda for the 
locale of her romance between her 
heroine and the captain of a 
patriot privateer, preying on the Is- 
lands for supplies of salt and muni- 
tions. 

The basis of the book is the little 
known fact that many Bermudians 
were secretly or openly in sympathy 
with the Americans. Not highly im- 
portant writing, but absorbing 
reading for the moment. 





Omnibus of Crime 


Of the newer, tougher, rougher, 
school is ‘Hangover Murders,’ by 
Adam Hobhouse (Knopf; $2). Plenty 
rough and plenty tough, with loads 
of action and a sufficiency of gore. 
Should please all but the finicky 
whodunit readers and could make a 
good film. 

All the Washington bigwigs are 
supposedly mixed up in ‘Brain Trust 
Murder,’ by ‘Diplomat’ (Coward 
McCann; $2). In the very house 
where the heads of the brain trust 
meet to think over plans for helping 
the president, a murder occurs. No- 
body was anywhere near and it 
looks impossible to figure out. The 
head of the intelligence department 
sets out to dope out who the dirty 
cur can be and just manages it. Not 
for films. 

Biggest whodunit bargain of the 
season is ‘Third Omnibus of Crime’ 
edited by Dorothy Sayes (Coward- 
McCann; $2.50). Miss Sayers has 
gathered together 52 stories for the 
book, making a volume of 816 pages 
It’s well selected and pretty thor- 
oughly inclusive, Fine to fill out 
many a dull half evening. 
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Future of F. ilm Code 





(Continued from page 7) 


mew law, which would be limited 
to two years in conformity with 
the President’s wishes, contain a 
provision requiring revision of ex- 


isting codes within a ‘limited 
period.’ Aim is to provide a way to 
readjust the code in accordance 


with changed requirements of the 
basic act. 

Overhauling of enforcement 
methods, granting of authority to 
impose ‘limited codes,’ restatement 
of the policy of Congress in more 
definite language, requirement that 
findings be made before codes are 
approved, and modification of the 
anti-trust exemption were other 
suggestions by the Administration 
spokesman. 

The enforcement machinery 
should be strengthened, Richberg 
said, by providing for equity pro- 
ceedings to block violations, fines 
for violations of codes or rules, 
compromise of liabilities, author- 
ized findings of facts on employee 
complaints, and use of cease-and- 
desist orders by Federal Trade 
Commission to bolster administra- 
tive methods. 

The anti-trust change recom- 
mended was variously: interpreted 
by friends and foes of the Blue 
Eagle. Richberg urged that the 
perfected statute restrict the pres- 
ent exemption from the anti-trust 
laws by providing that ‘cooperative 
activities legalized by code provi- 
sions shall be lawful only when the 
codes themselves have been written 
in compliance with the anti- 
monopoly requirements of the act.’ 
This concession was termed of no 
significance by Senator Borah and 
other champions of strict regula- 
tion of big business, but Adminis- 
tration sources contended such a 
provision would mean a substantial 
change in the present set up. 

With Congress sniping from so 
many angles, the NRA was either 
stalled or crawling in low gear, with 
numerous film problems hanging in 
the air. Rosenblatt, Deputy Ad- 
ministrator William P. Farnsworth, 
and other attaches of Division Five 
were hesitant about moving until 
they know more clearly what 
changes will result. 

Legit Ticket Control 

The legit ticket report, calling for 
either abandonment or rigid en- 
forcement of the control scheme, 
was shoved one side along with the 


rows involving Hollywood’s pro- 
ducer-actor and _ producer-writer 
committees. Other minor matters 


pertaining to amusement industries, 


likewise were being sidestepped as 
long’ as possible pending a go-ahead 
sign from the front office. 

Earlier indications that the 1934 
rumpus over the film code might 
not be revived were dispelled Sat- 
urday (9) when the Senate probers 
agreed to let a sub-committee plan 
the investigation program. Admin- 
istration leaders at first tried to 
wash up the inquiry in short order 
but later gave ground and allowed 
a smaller group to arrange for 
further quizzing of witnesses and 
deeper study of complaints. 

Clarence Darrow and _ Lowell 
Mason, leaders of last year's sizzling 
assault on Rosy, the Code Author- 
ity, and the code, are due to testify 
some time this week along with 
parade of other individuals inside 
and outside the Government. White 
House leaders spiked plans of NRA 
foes to put Mason in a key spot as 
committee counsel but agreed to let 
him participate as expert witness 
on monopoly charges. 


Further extended delay in acting 
on the zoning and clearance sched- 
ules for representative sections of 
the country looms as a result of the 
Film Code Authority’s action last 
week in approving a rehearing on 
phases of the Los Angeles sked. 
Continued procrastination on vital 
code issues seems certain so long as 
the impression persists that the 
NRA may not be continued in its 
present form past the middle of 
June, 

The New Haven schedule was 
summarily rejected and sent back 
to the local board in N. H. the pre- 
ceding week, and no attempt was 
made last Thursday (7) to introduce 
or act on other leading skeds for 
Kansas City and Milwaukee, now 
pending. Unless a special session 
is called this week, it will be 10 days 
or more before the Code Authority 
even goes into session for consider- 
ation of these other leading sched- 
ules. No definite date was fixed for 


the next C.A. confab. 
After hearing the application of 
the Fox-West Coast Theatres for an 





adjustment on zoning 
officially okayed by the Authority 
about two weeks ago, the C.A. voted 


MES SQUARE 


| 
| 
| 


matters as | 


to look into certain phases of the | 
L.A. setup as emphasized by these | 


Fox theatre officials. But no action 
was taken to defer the time when 
this schedule is to become effective, 
namely, March 31. 

Charles Skouras, William _ T. 
Powers, Charles G. Buckley, Edward 
Alperson and Mike Goldberg ap- 
peared for Fox-West Coast at the 
code meeting in N. Y. on Thursday. 
Decision on the matter was deferred 
until after John C. Flinn, executive 
secretary of the Code Authority, in- 
vestigates personally on the west 
coast. Flinn left Saturday (9) for 
Los Angeles, and will report back to 
the Authority in N. Y. before any 
adjustment is made. 

While many members of the Au- 
thority do not anticipate any re- 
versal of the C.A. action in approv- 
ing the Los Angeles sked, the ques- 
tion of setting up definite zoning 
and clearance schedules for New 
Haven, Milwaukee and Kansas City 
seems more distant than ever. 


The C.A. vote of 5 to 3 in reject- 
ing the New Haven sked was typical 
of the Code Authority’s tempo as 
presently constituted. Such rejec- 
tion came in the face of the rather 
apparent effort of the New Haven 
board to devise a schedule as speci- 
fically outlined in advance by the 
C.A, 

To numerous leading codists this 
apparently reflects the current spirit 
of holding off approval on important 
industry matters. So long as the 
onslaught on the Blue Eagle con- 
tinues in Washington and the legal- 
ity of much of the NRA is in ques- 
tion, code experts foresee a continu- 
ance of this attitude. 

These tactics even were reflected 
in the way in which members of 
the Authority remained away from 
last Thursday's session. The bur- 
den of business was acted on by an 
almost 100% representation by al- 
ternates. 

The C.A. approved the plan of 
having the chairmanship of the 
Standing Committee of Extras a 
revolving one. This will enable all 
members of the confmittee to act in 
turn as chairman. 

Much of the confab last week was 
devoted to hearing cases sent up 
from local grievance boards on ap- 
peal. Decisions were handed down 
in 33 cases. W. P. Farnsworth, 
deputy administrator, as usual was 
on hand for Compliance Director Sol 
A. Rosenblatt. 





Gordon Perry Enters 
Nag in Gd. National 


Toronto, March 12. 

With the purchase of Trocadero 
by Gordon Perry, president of the 
holding company which operates the 
Royal Alexandra, town’s only legit, 
Canada will have an entry fn the 
Grand National at Aintree this 
month. Marks the first time in his- 
tory that a Canadian owner's colors 
have ever been carried in the fa- 
mous English race. 

Well known.as an exhibitor of 
jumping horses in U. S. and Cana- 
dian show rings, Perry bought 
Trocadero a month ago, but kept the 
purchase quiet until he was sure 
Cullinan would ride for him. 


On the Hoof 





(Continued from page 1) 
ers, but either not known or used 
as such when first brought into 
films. But in their past few pic- 
tures both have reverted to danc- 
ing types. Ruby Keeler danced in 
her first picture, in addition to 
playing a part, and was among the 
first, if not the original, to land in 
this double way at the start. 

Scarcity of dancers on the screen 
dates back to silent picture days 
when first stringers like Mae Mur- 
ray, Irene Castle and Valentino 
were about the only ones to get 
anywhere. 

Demand for ballroom teams for 
‘numbers’ in the big film musicals 
has been in effect for some time, 
but the Hollywood chance for sin- 
gle dancers who can talk is only a 
recent development, and the danc- 
ers are thanking Astaire. 

It is significant of the hoofers 
signed thus far that, with excep- 
tion of Miss Keeler, all are light 
comedy types. 
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Home, Sweet Home 





Clerk in a Broadway hotel 
told the house dick to toss out 
& stew who was hanging 
around the lobby and the mug 


was escorted to the street. 
Soon he returned and was 
aired again. After the third 


ejection a cop was called and 
found the fellow weeping. 
Policeman told him to behave 
and go home. 

‘That’s what I’ve been try- 
ing to do,’ said the stew, ‘but 
they won't let me.” He was 
a registered guest of the hotel. 


Am I Blue 











(Continued from page 1) 

ing the week. And even if they 
didn’t get killed, Blue’s. bankroll 
would have been, because he needed 
a 4,000 capacity to break even. 

The bike race that didn't, 
Blue $1,500. 

Blue’s next venture was a lease 


on the nite club room in the 
Floridian hotel. He didn’t find out 
until too late that the rest of the 
hotel is kosher and the nitery would 
have to be ditto. Blue couldn’t see 
any future in running a_ kosher 
nitery, so he let that one lay too. 

By way of recuperating in the 
north, Biue is now assembling an 
18-people vaudeville unit for per- 
céntage dates in the south. It will 
include Jack Lenny, Buddy and 
Betty, Swank Twins, Pearson and 
Ostrow, Marion Eddy (single), a 
six-piece band and Ben (Am J) 
Blue. 


cost 


—— 





Even Funnies Tout Em 
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WRONG IMPRESSION 


| Tax Still Goes on Imported Booze— 
$2 Excise Per Gal. 





A generally erroneous impression 
in the U. S. and abroad is that new 
regulations permit import of liquor, 
like perfumes, clothing, etc., up $100 
per person, sans duty. 

Actually the regulation excise tax 
on liquor must be paid at U. S. cus- 
toms in New York or any other 
port. It averages $2 per gallon. 








Cooper’s, Hickory House 
Have Money Trouble 





Hickory House, Inec., and Harry 
Cooper’s Restaurant, Inc., both hold- 
ing companies for Times Square 
eating places, resorted to the law 
last week for relief from their 
creditors. 

Hickory House filed a_ petition 
with the New York Federal court in 
which it asked for permission to re- 
organize under the provisions of 
Section 77B of the bankruptcy law. 
Schedule attached to the petition 
stated that the assets were $44,064, 
and the liabilities $18,373. In the 
case of Cooper's restaurant, the as- 
sets were assigned for the benefit of 
creditors to Walter L. Bryant. 








VARIETY'S BROADWAY GUIDE 





; For show people as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York, first inaugurated here in 1926, is revived and published 


weekly in response to repeated requests. 


Variety lends the guidance of 


its judgment in the various entertainments denoted. 
No slight is intended for those unmentioned as text will be switched 


weekly. 


reference. It may serve the out-of 


PLAYS ON 


The lists are of VarieTy’s compilation only and as a handy 
-towner as a time saver in selection. 


BROADWAY 


Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
commented upon weekly in the Legitimate Section. 

In that department, both in the comment and the amount of the gross 
receipts of each show will be found the necessary information as to the 
most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 


FILMS ON 


BROADWAY 


_ Similarly the new pictures in the Broadway first runs and combina- 
tions are covered weekly in the reviews, the film gross boxoffice story and 
the standing box on Page 8 which indicates the new films for next week 


and the week after. 


BEST FILMS ON BROADWAY 


Paramount—‘Ruggles of Red Gap 
Radio City Music Hall—‘Roberta’ 


HOTCHA 


* (Par). 


(Radio). 
NITERIES 


Barrel of Fun, Ubangi in Harlem, Nut Club in the Village, and King’s 
Terrace in Times Sq., are sufficiently heated for the hectic nocturnal 


addicts. Lou Richman’s new 1935 


another lively entry. 


version of the famed Dizzy Club is 


New Front Door has taken the place of the now 


shuttered Onyx Club as the fave musicians’ hangout. 


Less hectic but equally hilarious, 


Eddie Davis’ saucy songs at Leon & 


Eddie’s and the mauve-decade gang-singing at Gay 90’s are surefire for 
lively diversion and divertissements. 

Harlem has a number of open-door and hideaway hot spots, but they 
must be guided by insiders, principally professionals. 

Any number of Times Sq. side-street dialecteries are also good diver- 


sion if yearning for ‘different’ type of atmosphere. 


Mimi’s Faubourg- 


Montmarte and the Bal Musette are in that category; likewise the Cafe 


International, and any number of 


Italian eateries. Latter have about 


killed off Little Italy, since it’s easier to get everything in that field right 


in the Broadway belt without taxi-ing. 
Chico in the Village, and 


entertainment like El 


However, authentic Flamenco 
Havanaese like the 


Cubanacan in the Spanish sector of Harlem, are well worth the trips. 


Jack Silverman’s Old Roumania on 


the lower east side has gone Times 


Square hotcha with its nocturnal divertissement. 
‘CLASS’ AND ‘POPULAR’ NITERIES 


’ 


Smarter east side (mostly) spots 


include the new Versailles, an ultra 


room, El Morocco, House of Lords, Jack and Charlie’s, Club New Yorker, 


the new Stork Club, all fave oases. 


Rainbow Room in Rockefeller Center; Johnny Green at the St. Regis 


hotel; Leo Reisman’s music at the 
Savoy-Plaza, the Waldorf; Ozzie 
and the Place Piqualle are among 


C. P. Casino getting a big play; the 
Nelson at the Hotel New Yorker; 
the smarter supper hooferies, Eve 


Symington’s return to the latter has further upped biz. 
French Casino’s ‘Folies Bergeres’ revue is still the top cabaret money- 
getter, but the new Casino de Paree show is now once again an important 


nitery factor as befits the pioneer in the cabaret-theatres. 
starters, Jack Dempsey’s chop house is doing wow biz. 


Of the new 
Paradise and 


Hollywood among the outstander mass cabarets. 
RECOMMENDED POPULAR SHEET MUSIC 


‘Lovely to Look At’—Peach of a 


Fields-McHugh-Kern foxtrot ballad 


out of ‘Roberta’, RKO-Radlo filmusical. 


‘Soon’—Rodgers and Hart's nifty ditty from ‘Mississippi’, 


forthcoming screen musical, 


Paramount's 


‘March Winds and April Showers’—Highly seasonal! foxtrot ballad with 


a good idea. 


‘lf the Moon Turns Green’—Every go often along happens a new idea 
in pop song and the public devours it as it does almost anything else 


that’s new and original. 


picture, ‘Folies Bergere de Paris’, 


‘Fare-Thee-Well, Anabelle’—Possibly the best novelty ditty so far this} 
From ‘Sweet Music’ (WB), and by Dixon-Wrubel. 


year. 





This is such 
‘Au Revoir, L’Amour’—Above avera 


ance and a merited song hit. 
faltz ballad from the Chevalier 


gr ae 


* 


H’weod Mob Discovers Hot Tips on Plugs 
in Cartoon Strip 


+ 


March 12. 
have gone 
screwy over supposed race tips 
given daily through the Fontaine 
Fox cartoon layout appearing in the 
Los Angeles Times. Strange angle 
is that those who dope out the car- 
toons have cashed in on several 
winners. Result is purely a coin- 
cidence for the Fox strips are made 
at least eight weeks in advance of 
release by the syndicate. 


Hollywood 


Studio employees 


Same impression has persisted 
about practically every cartoon 
strip during the past 20 years, 


Most famed as a supposed tipster 
was the Mutt and Jeff strip. All 
cartoonists have denied any knowl- 
edge of what was going to happen 
at the tracks but they can’t kill the 
impression. 

Xddie Mills, Fox p.a. at the West- 
wood studio, was at one time one of 
the outstanding handicappers in the 
east. During that time he devised 
a gag system to hand to chumps 
who bother him. 

Last week at Santa Anita a $2 bet 
on each race, according to the Mills 
system, would have netted the bettor 
$175 on one day’s card. Mills sys- 
tem also picked Azucar. 


PULL &-HOUR LAW TO 
NIP COAST MARATHONS 


Los Angeles, March 12. 
Provision in the state labor law 
has just been discovered which may 
put an end to marathons, walka- 








thons and other such endurance 
tests: 
First hit were promoters of & 


walkathon in San Jose, but a halt 
was called by a deputy labor come 
missioner, who threatened arrests 
under the applicable provision 
which prohibits women from worke 
ing more than eight hours a day in 
places of amusement. 

Since then Thomas Barker, dep- 
uty in charge of the Los Angeles 
Labor Board, has been flooded with 
letters from ministers, clubwomen 
and other association members, re- 
questing that he hear down on the 
endurance contests by invoking the 
eight-hour law. 

Santa Ana last week passed an 
ordinance, effective immediately, 
barring marathons and the like 
Culver City council has refused to 
grant permits for such exhibitions, 


CADILLAC CHANGES HANDS 


Cadillac hotel, N. Y., Broadway 
landmark, passed into new hands 
this week when the Midtown Hotel, 
Inc., took over ‘operation ofthe inn 
from A. Schulte. New interests 
also control the adjoining bus 
terminal, which prompted leasing 
the inn to afford protection from 
competitive bus lines in the vicinity. 

Harry A. Day, former manager of 
the Imperial hotel, assumes post of 
managing director. 


MARRIAGES 


Annunciata Garratto to Lawrence 
Power, in New York, March 5. Both 
are members of the opera company 
at the Hippodrome. 

Marjorie Seaver to Anthony Uge 
rin, March 4 in Agua Calienta 
Groom is cameraman at Fox. Bridé 
is film actress. 








Inez Mortensen, film actress, to 
Kenneth Bowen, March 5 in Las 
Vegas, Nev. Groom is assistant 


manager of Embassy theatre in Los 
Angeles. 

Adelaide Howell to Baron Adam 
Henry Pavlovski, in Atlanta, Marck 
10. 3ride is a singer with mod 
Whiteman. 

Ruth Leyser to Rudolph Friml, 
Jr., March 13, in Hempstead, L. kh 
Bride is daughter of Billy Leysey 
Hollywood publicist. Groom is son 
of the composer, 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Chick Sturdivany 
son, in Yuma, Ariz., March 1, Fathe# 
is an exhibitor in Yuma and Someré 
ton, Ariz. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mervyn LeRoy, son, 
March 6, Los Angeles. Father {& 
‘Im director. Mother fs daughter of 
Harry Warner, president of Warne# 
Bros, 

Mr. ard Mrs. 
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60 VARIETY 





= See 

la dentit the niteries, 

Joe Rubenstein in from Chi 

Mrs, J ian T. (Rose) Abeles ail- 
{; ° 

Cleo Brow to make some Decca 
platt 

Joe Seider, theatre operator, in the 
Par building now. 

Jinim Cannon has connected 
with Erw Wasey. 

Marlene Dietrich gave a cocktail 
party Sunday afternoon. 

First floor show opens at Leon 
and Eddie's tonight (138). 

Tohn C. Flinn planed to Los An- 


geles Saturday morning (9). 

Angela Campagne, dancer, is now 
in the advertising business 

Hazel Fiynn all better after that 
op, and back at Radio City, 

Leopold Friedman back 
Florida, with a luscious tan. 

Lew Brown will part with 
Scarsdale home. if any bidders. 

Secrewy March weather alternate- 
ly killing and reviving Broadway. 

Jack Fine and Al Borde in 
Chi with a unit in every pocket. 

Ed Sullivan. gets $3,000 per for 
his second trip over the Loew time 

Ruth Etting and the Col. plan a 
round-the-world winter cruise next 
year. 

Long 
biz over 
mud. 

sob Taplinger, of CBS, 
an interest in Rose-Dor 
farms 

M. Royer, 
creator for 
Coast. 

Yacht 
Florida, 
Casino, 

Hope Minor 
may return to 
London. 

New high-speed surface cars have 
been placed in use on the Broad- 
way line. 

B. B. Kahane and J. R. McDon- 
ough in town for one of those board 
meetings. 

Jack Silverman, of the 
manian, goes to Panama for a 
March 21. 

Robert Sullivan, 
WMCA, now on the 
the News. 

Bill Fine looked in at the Par h.o. 
a couple of days and scurried for 
California. 

Melva Cornell (Mrs. 
mann) to the Coast via 
any minute. 

Paul Yawitz on the verge of clos- 
ing for a Sunday radio column on 
the American. 

Mike Clofine, 
editor-in-chief, 


from 


his 


draw 
the 


Island 
the 


golf courses 
weekend despite 


now has 
health 


fashion 
back to 


stylist and 
Fox, heading 


back from 
the C. PF. 


Club 
may 


Boys, 
go into 


and Edward Root 
the Savoy-Plaza, 


Old Rou- 
rest 


formerly with 
copy desk at 


Lach- 
Canal 


Mare 
the 


Hearst-Metrotone’s 
back from a motor 


trip to Florida. 

Harry Cooper has added a bar 
entertainer at his restaurant— 
Jimmy Rodgers. 

William Morris agency taking 
Ted Claire under its direction for 
Europe, picts, ete. 

Octavus Roy Cohen divides his 
time between Broadway and his 
native Birmingham. 

Word from London imparts the 


incredible item that George Lait has 
grown a mustachio. 

Lou Lipstone, back from a West 
Indies cruise, scrammed to Chicago 
yesterday (Tuesday). 

Jock Lawrence found the snow- 
storm too much and hopped a rattler 
back to Coast Friday (8). 

With the Onyx closed, the Front 
Door on the same block is the new 
musicians’ nocturnal haunt, 

Pearl Garon new vocalist with 
Jon Costello band at Mori's, 
changed name to Pearl Perry. 

Johnny Green has changed his 
celebrity nights at the St. Regis 
from Sundays to Wednesdays. 

30bby Folsom Kemp recuperat- 
ing following an operation at St. 
Mary’s hospital, Jamaica, L. I. 

Sam H. Harris departed from 
Miami and is due in Hollywood this 
week, with Palm Springs later. 

Pauline Goldberg, Educational 


publicist, to Pinehurst, N. C., to 
recuperate from month's illness. 
Dave Palfryman, Hays’ man, 


stayed for the Mardi Gras in New 
Orleans and then hated to come 
back. 

Nat Dorfman has a few film 
scripts pending and hies to the 
Coast this week for a summer sgso- 
journ. 

L. Porter Moore 
advertising department to 
publicity for U. S. Brewers 
ciation. 

Jerome H. Wolff has formed 
Warwick Film Enterprises to dis- 
tribute indie, domestic and foreign 
product. 

Mare Lachmann 
at the Hotel Elysee. 
domiciled at the Edison, 
some hop. 

Sam Goldwyn is under doctor's 
care with a sore throat, and his sail- 


out of Garden's 
handle 
ASso- 


now holds forth 
Formerly 
which is 


ing for Europe is set back for a 
third time. 

The Jesse Block-Goodman Ace 
klabiash feud at the Friars goes 


on and on, with even the kibitizers 
losing interest. 

The Jeff McCarthys’ house is be- 
ing done over again while they’re 
on the Coast. First time was after 
the Christmas fire. 

Guys who waited too long were 
offering as high as $20 a pair for 
Golden Gloves tickets, but the 
pasteboards were scarce. 

Peggy Flynn, comedienne, signed 
by Warners to do series of shorts 


eri 


trom | 


completing ‘Shoe 
first. 


in Brooklyn after 
String Follies,’ her 
Enoch Light and ork, 
Danis, return to New York 
24 after playing the winte1 
at the Roney-Plaza, Miami 
Marlene Dietrich stood-up three 
lads who claimed to be awaiting 
her at the Mayfair Saturday night 
(9). Maybe it was imagination. 
Intercollegiate Fencing Associa- 
tion at Hotel Commodore on March 
30 and 31 will have a lot of stage 
and radio people as contestants. 
Art Coulter and Donie McFayden, 
in town with the Chicago Black 
Hawks, talking a European jaunt 
right after the hockey series next 
month, 
Velma 
for a sudden 
lard MacDonald in 
for temporary 
malady. 
The famous Schnozz schnozzola, 
flanked by a pair of cheaters, flash- 


with Mary 
March 


season 


Forrest in Mt. Sinai hosp 
appendicitis op. Bal- 
same institution 
facial paralysis 


ed across the pages of the week- 
end dailies in an ad for a New York 
glim concern, 

Mrs. James Summitt, widow of 
James Summitt, purser of Levia- 
than and Manhattan, is now asso- 


ciated with the Frewhall and Pope 


travel agency. 
Jolly Coburn to play at Sands 
Point Casino, Long Island, during 


the afternoons this spring, with the 
evenings devoted to Rainbow Room 
patrons per usual. 

Ruloff Cuttens played host to the 


Lynn Farnols at their Connecticut 
estate, including a bridge game 
from which the Farnols emerged 


with their shorts on. 

Mrs. Loretta Golden (Loretta 
Dennison) and Mrs. Wilma Trilling 
cruising to South America, Mrs. 
Golden acting as mistress-of-cere- 
monies for the ship’s show. 

The Hugo Mayers and Mrs. Mil- 
dred Zukor Loew on that S. S. 
Lafayette W.I1. and S.A. cruise. 
Stanley Shuford (WB) to Bermuda 
for a winter holiday Saturday (9). 

Talking anew about bringing back 
Jimmy Walker as_ publisher of 
Hearst’s N. Y. Daily Mirror. N. Y.’s 
ex-mayor was supposedly offered 
the berth some months ago and 
rejected. 

In cable from Moscow telling of 
honors given to Americans at the 
film congress there, Robert Lee 
Johnson, scenarist, was intended to 
be named instead of Robert 
Ledgeson., 

Those artistic posters designed by 
M. Leone Bracker for Jeff Mc- 
Carthy’s department of the Hays 
organization are now hanging in 
the outer office of the Film Code 
Authority. 

A Broadway niterie found a new 
dodge to avoid honoring due bills. 
A party of 80 women came in for 
dinner on oakleys, but couldn't get 
their wraps out of the coat room 
until they contributed 25c apiece. 

After Harry Burns had gone for 
a half a buck for a pair of leather 
shoe laces on strength of the street 
hawker’s heavy sales spiel, the ped- 


dler bowled him over with, ‘and 
two cents more for sales. tax, 
please.’ 


Jack Osterman rolled into Broad- 
way from Hollywood. Came just 
for the ride, accompanying J. J. 
Shubert, Jr. Osterman has a Jack 
Warner assignment to finish ‘Pig- 
skins and Pineapples,’ gangster grid 
yarn, for James Cagney. 


John Taylor Breen and William 
L. Herrlich, two-thirds of the 
Richard J. Mackey law firm bear- 


ing their names, were stricken with 
appendicitis and another ailment 
which required hospitalization. 
Both doing okay, however. 


Leon (& Eddie’s) follows his 
partner, Eddie Davis, on a winter 
vacash when latter returns from 


his West Indian cruise. Leon going 
to Miami by motor—was two years 
in the navy and hates the thought 
of a boat. On the eve of the Eddie 
Davis’ sailing, the baby narrowly 
escaped accidental burns. 

A nasal hemorrhage of a some- 
what baffling character had Johnny 
Green hospitalizing most of every 
day last week, but appearing at the 
Hotel St. Regis nightly with his 
orchestra. Not being a_ broken 
nose, the bleeding puzzled the 
medicos, who finally were able to 
halt the persistent trickle of the 
claret. 

Noah Beery sang a couple of 
songs and copped the AMPA lunch- 
eon Thursday (7) at the Motion 
Picture Club. Entertain. ent in 
cluded Harry Hershfield, Dixie Four, 
Dot Brown, and Buck and Bubbles. 


Among the guests besides Beery 
were George Bancroft, Buster Col- 
lier, Walter Connolly and Frances 
Drake. Teddy Bergman was guest 
chairman. 

Cynthia White's nth annual 
Greenwich Village Artists’ Ball in 
Webster Hall irked some of the 


bunch who were given 
exchange for expected 
publicity. When arriving in mufti, 
they were told that only ‘in cos- 
tume’ was permitted, and a within- 
the-gates’ costume concessionaire 


newspaper 
comps in 


‘would take care of them’ at $2.50 
per rental, An additional notice 
was to the effect that ‘Press passes 


not accepted. All feature and city 





desks covered.’ 








—— 


London 





Dudley Leslie has new play ready. 

Gordon Daviot up from the coun- 
try. 

Universal 
Curzon, 

Hilde Heller going to Vienna for 
operation, 

Kimberly and Page to broadcast 
here regularly. 

Henry Cass to produce ‘Henry IV’ 
at the Old Vic. 

Robert Chisholm here, to play for 
General Theatres. 

Sherriff's : Napoleon’ turned down 
by Leon M. Lion. 

Alfred Zeitlin now handling Fran- 
ces Day’s business. 

Andre Charlot on lookout for a 
Gitta Alpar vehicle. 

Gilbert Lennox returning from 
Manchester with ‘flu. 

Cc. B. Fernald wrote a new play, 
‘Clock In—Clock Out.’ 

Charlie Tucker flying to Paris and 
Milan on a talent hunt. 

Flora Robson expressing interest 
in ‘Asia’ by Lenormand., 

B. B. C. making offer to broadcast 
Arthur Schnitzler’s ‘Liebelei,’ 

Oscar Deutsch talking of build- 
ing 20 more deluxers this year. 

Binnie Hale offered lead in next 
year’s Drury Lane pantomime. 

Colin Becke always designs the 
dresses for his sister, Eve Becke. 

Roger Furse, who worked at 
Stratford, resembles Shakespeare. 

Crane Twins with Clifford Whit- 
ley for 26 weeks, work or no work. 

Alexander Korda approaching HE. 
M. Remarque for an original story. 

Mrs. Chesterton's ‘Lightning Con- 
ductor’ still in search of a manager. 

Universal on the lookout for a 
suitable vehicle for Franziska Gaal. 

George Arliss wrote a foreword to 
Malcolm Morley's book, ‘The Thea- 
tre.’ 

A. van Santen, exhibitor from 
Holland, on his annual trip to Eng- 
land. 

Belle Baker plays Glasgow week 
of Feb. 25, after which she goes 
home. “ 

James Bridie adapting comedy by 
Bruno Frank under title ‘Storm in 
a Bucket.’ 

Gerald Sanger, editor-in-chief of 
British Movietone News, back from 
New York. 

J. T. Grein and Oscar Ebelsbacher 


has optioned George 


founding Theatre and Film Pio- 
neers, Ltd. ; 
‘Love on the Dole,’ despite rave 


notices, closes at the Garrick after 
four weeks. 

Barry McKay and wife (Natalic 
Hall) off to Egypt on a belated 
honeymoon. 

Ganjou Brothers 
to Australia for 
‘Crazy Show.’ 

‘The Stream,’ by Beatrice Mayor, 
to be translated into German by 
Anna Albert. 

Edward Knoblock still waiting for 
contract to adapt ‘Liebelei’ for 
Charles Cochran. 

Oscar Homolka back from Switz- 
erland after two weeks’ satay with 
Erich Remarque 

‘Ten-Minute Alibi’ closed Feb. 23 
after over two years’ run at four 
different theatres. 

Committee of exhibitors visited 
Chancellor Exchequer, once more 
seeking tax relief. Chancellor lis- 
tened. 

Arthur Dent wearing a fezz at 
premiere of ‘Abdul the Damned,’ 
British International's super at the 
Regal. 

‘The Small Man’ has been com- 
pleted at Cricklewood. It will be 
released in Great Britain by Uni- 
versal. 

Leon Bamberger negotiating to 
take Marie Rambert’s Ballet over to 
the Scala, Amsterdam, and The 
Hague. 

A fire broke out in Wardour street, 
the heart of the film district, Feb. 
25. Unfortunately, no film was de- 
stroyed. 

Lady 
to Alexander 
studio, lunching with him 
Iimbassy. 

‘Lucky Break,’ Leslie Henson 
show at the Strand theatre, is not 
such a lucky break for the cast. All 
took a cut. 

Madge Stuart, widow of Dion 
Titheradge, joining Edward Stirling 
and his company of English players 
in the fall. 

T. C. Fairbairn and Mme. Fstelle 
discussing a production of Nella 
Nagra’'s Schumann play ‘Spring 
Symphony.’ 

Iixiled German managers Eugene 
Robert, Robert Clein, Victor Bar- 
novsky and James Klein all here on 
the look-out. 

‘Roberta’ (Radio) will be next at- 
traction at the Carlton after ‘Ben- 
gal Lancers’ (Par), which is good 
for 12 weeks. 

Jarbara 3ennett (Mrs. Morton 
Downey) rushing to hospital with 
flowers on arrival here to see papa, 
Richard Bennett. 

Serge Abranovitch to appear first 
in Ivor Novello’s ‘Glamorous Night’ 
at Drury Lane and later in musical 
version of Fodor's ‘Roulette.’ 

Hugh Wakefield producing and 
acting in @ new play by Anthony 


and Juanita off 
Tommy Holt’s 


Fores, who sold her estate 
Korda for a film 
at the 
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Armstrong, author of ‘Ten Minute 
Alibi,” opening Westminster theatre 
shortly. 

‘Mary Read’ closes at the Phoenix, 
March 2, after a three months’ run. 
Succeeded by new Arnold Ridley 
play, ‘Glory Be’ after try-out in 
Glasgow. 

Movietone News and Gaumont- 
British News will share exclusive 
film rights to the matches played 
at Lords Cricket Ground during 
1935 season. 

Will Mahoney wants Helen Gil- 
liland, who played opposite him in 
pantomime in Manchester, to take 
lead in a film which he is negotiat- 
ing over here. 

Gaumont-British to do a film of 
‘Sam and Sally,’ book written by 
Samuel Crawford depicting the life 
of Sara Lane, East-Side actress idol 
some 40 years ago. 

Last year’s report, just issued, 
shows British Broadcasting Corpor- 
ation’'s annual revenue from li- 
censes and sale of its official maga- 
zine exceeded $10,000,000. 


‘Youth at the Helm,’ originally 
tried out at the Westminster the- 
atre, had an enthusiastic welcome 


at premiere at Globe, Feb. 20, with 
Owen Nares in leading role. 
Greatrex Newman writing another 
sketch for Cliff Whitley's ‘Stop 
Press’ toreplace Moss Hart's League 
of Decency Black-Lists More Films,’ 
which Londoners did not seem to 
get. 
While ftaymond Massey and 
Gladys Cooper are playing at one 
theatre in Manchester week of 
March 18, they will produce a new 
play at another house in the same 
city. 
Charles Gulliver confessed at 
private meeting of shareholders of 
General ._Theatres that, although 
listed as owning 10 shares in com- 
pany, his actual holdings amount 
to over $50,000 in various nominees. 


Paris 


By Bob Stern 


Fritzi Massary back in France. 

Jan Kiepura singing at Opera 
Somique. 

Jeanne Aubert singing at Escho- 
liers’ dinner. 

Saint-Georges de Bouhelier writ- 
ing memoirs, 

Marguerite .Moreno 
Belgian tour. 

Ralph Knapp and Bob Krier now 
back in Paris. 

‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
Trianon-Lyrique. 


back from 


revived at 


Gina Manes getting divorce and 
returning to films. 
Mouezy-Eon, revue author, back 


from trip to Egypt. 

Mylos, French clown, 
by French Academy. 

Luigi Pirandello reported leaving 
for Hollywood in May. 

Alice Cocea to play 
piece, ‘The Unknown.’ 

Julien Divivier may make 
‘Private Life of Napoleon.’ 

Grock, famous clown, writing an 
operetta in which he'll star him- 
self. 

Betty Spell taking lead in ‘Folies 
Bergere’ following death of Edith 
Mara. 

Paul Poiret touring 
with 10 mannequins 
dresses. 

Premier Flandin in the Fox pro- 
jection room to see newsreel clip of 
himseit. 

Argentina, Spanish dancer, re- 
turning to Paris in recital at Opera 
March 24. 

Poste Parisien's troupe of radio 
actors making a tour of personals in 
provinces. 

Germany exempting ‘Maria Chap- 
delaine,” French prize film, from 
taxation in Reich. 

Jane Renouardt, taking back man- 
agement of Daunou, to put on Rene 
Dorin revue, ‘Why Not?’ 

Alice Field to open at Nice in 
‘Caroline,’ new Louis Verneuil play, 
with Verneuil himself opposite her. 

Sarah Morgenstern, stylist, taking 
to Hollywood clothes which show 
Hollywood influence on Paris styles. 

Newspaper Intransigeant inaugu- 
rating new cinema on Grands 
Boulevards, next to Metro’s Made- 
leine. 

‘Pension Mimosas,’ Jacques Fey- 
der film, held over for six weeks at 
the Colisee. Reported averaging 
$7,000 a week. 

Max Dearly, actor, writing a 
three-act farce, ‘The Popinods,’ in 
which he will probably play the lead 
himself next season. 

Denise Batcheff, formerly Rene 
Clair aide, doing costuming for 
‘March of Time’ clip made here by 
Dick de Rochemont. 

Newspaper appeals being made 
for widow of G. Demeny, one of 
I’'rench inventors of motion pictures, 
who is living in poverty. 

Court of Appeals confirming lower 
court’s verdict giving Maude Lydie, 
daughter of late Max Linder, to 
Linder’s brother, as provided in ac- 
tor's will. 

Eugene Paris, Lido swimming in- 
structor who claimed to inherit mil- 
lions and who got lots of newspaper 
space out of stunt, sailing for Call- 
fornia in May. 


decorated 


in Molnar 


film 


Africa 
1,500 


North 
and 
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Berlin 
By Tom Wilhelm 


Helene Breest died, 


‘Die vollkommene Frau’ bought by 
IFA, 
‘American Tragedy’ (Par) at the 
Astor. 
Louls 
concert, 
‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 
holding up well. 
Arnold Ridley’s ‘Ghost Train’ ab 
English Players. 
UFA readying 
presently uncast. 
Kabarett der Komiker reopened, 
but barely gasping. 
Trude Marlem, recovered, resumed 
role in ‘Ehe in Dosen.’ 
Theodore Blumer finished scoring 
‘Seine Reizende Frau.’ 
Traute Rose opened ‘Die Kaisere« 
jaeger’ in Rose theatre. 
MGM returned Garbo's 
Christine’ to Mozartsaal. 
Tieko Kiwa, Jap opera star, in 
‘Butterfly’ lead, guesting. 
Franz Seitz plans ‘Schmied von 
Kochel’ for spring production. 
ilm Ball attracted usual leading 
lights, producers and politicians. 
Margaret Roemer and Trude Kolé« 
lin alternating in ‘Bettelstudent.’ 
Hans Albers in Paris filming ‘Vae 
riety’ for Bavaria with Annabella. 
Gustay Diessl has lead in “Dae 
mon des Himalayas,’ released soon, 
Youngsters got a wallop from 
Goerner's ‘Klein Daeumling,’ kiddie, 
‘Merry Wives’ sold out till mid- 
March and prolonged to end month. 
Tolstoi’s ‘Anna Karinina’ goes into 
Theatre des Westens end of March. 
Rudolf Hartmann redesigned 
‘Prinz von Homburg’ for Staatsoper, 
Leo Slezak signed for Falstaff in 
film version of ‘The Merry Wives.’ 
Erik Kruenes, Nachtausgabe 
critic, getting tougher and tougher. 
Annemarie Soerensen stepped into 
Tina Wilers’ role in the Klein Kab- 
aret. 
UFA Pavillion am Nollendorfplatz 


T 


Graveure well received ie 


‘Der Ehestretk,’ 


‘Queen 


doing well with an all Disney pro- 
gram. 

Viktor de Kowa better and re- 
sumed performances ‘Das_ kleine 
Cafe.’ 

Rosalond von Schirach guesting 
as Santuzza at Deutsches ~ Opern 
Haus. 


Carl Froehlich cast Else Ehser as 
the queen in ‘Liselitte von der 
Pfalz.’ 

Hans Koerner drew lead in ‘Czar 
und Zimmermann’ in Theatre des 
Westens. 

Heinrich Bitsch’s ‘Das Kreuz im 
Brunnen’ set for Deutsches theatre 
premiere. 

Plaza has Robert Stolz’'s ‘Wenn 
die kleinen Veilschen bluhn’' for end 
of March. 

Ruth Eweler, Froehlich find, get- 
ting rave for her ‘Ich fuer dich Du 
fuer mich.’ 

Deutsches Opernhaus renewed 
Hans Meins Nissen’s pact for an- 
other year. 

Schiller theatre bought Rico Dos- 
tal's ‘Die Vielgeliebte’ operatta for 
end of March. 

‘Moscow Nights,’ French pic with 
Annabella and Henry Baur, here 
titled ‘Natascha.’ 

Lucie English leading ‘Wenn ein 
Maedel Hochzeit macht,’ Carl 
Boese’s Alboe film. 

Kurt Richards took over new proe 
duction, ‘Zar und Zimmerman,’ for 
Theatre des Westens, 

Johannes Riemann will film Lee 
har’s ‘Eva’ with Hans Ruehmanna 
and Magda Schneider. 

Otto Gebuehr and Renee Stobrawa 
opened ‘Schneider Wibbel’ in Thea- 
tre am Nollendorfplatz. 

Jan Riveron alternating in lead of 
‘Der Trompeter von Saechingen’ 
with Kurt Uhlig at Plaza. 

‘Die Ledige Witwe’ with Else 
Ester, Harald Paulsen and Konstan- 
tine given gun at UFA lot. 

Catharina Reichert and Heinrich 
George, ‘Merry Wives’ patients, both 
recovered and resumed roles. 

Theatre am Schiffbauerdamm has 
‘Krach im Honterhaus’ with Maxi- 
milian Boettcher in rehearsals. 

Progress signed Mathias Wieman, 
Olga Tschechowa and Peter Peter- 
sen for leads in ‘Die ewige Maske, 

Theo Shall back from England 
with ‘Van der Dekken’ script, deal- 
ing with Wagner's flight to France. 

Eugene Kloepfer took over Emil 
Jannings’ role in ‘Prinz von Preu- 
sen’ on Jannings’ sudden sick spell, 

Josef Kiessalla’s mine play, ‘Front 
unter Tage,’ moved into Kammer- 
spiel, where it looks good for a long 
run, 

Schiller’s ‘Don Carlos’ set for 
Staatliches Schauspielhaus for late 
March with Lothar Muethel direct- 
ing. 

K.U.-Delta’s ‘Alles um eine Frau’ 
(Comrades’) opened at Capitol am 
Zoo. Charlotte Susa and Paul Hart- 
mann featured. 

UFA finally tagged ‘Joan d’Aro’ 
pic ‘Das Maedchen von Orleans’ and 
plenty hopped up over it. Angele 
Salokker leads. 

‘Das Madchen Irene’ (‘Sixteen’) 
by the Stuarts is Agnes Straub’s 
next guest play at Deutsches 
Kuenstler theatre. 

Dick und Doff (Laurel and Hardy) 
did well in ‘Boese Buben im Wun- 
derland’ (‘Babes in Toyland’) for 
MGM at Mozartsaal. 

Carsta Loeck and Rudolf Koch- 
tiehl have leads in ‘Kamerad Kas- 
per,’ slated for premiere at Lessing 
theatre end March, 








x 


~~ 


ene Rae 











von 
ling 
cole 


Vae 
& 
aee 
On, 
‘om 
die, 
id- 
ith, 
nto 
‘ch, 
ned 
er, 
in 
es.’ 
ibe 
er. 
nto 
ib- 


itz 


‘O- 


"Q< 


ne 


ng 
rn 


in 
rl 


be 
r 


rw 


[7 @26¢ 





i 


: 
: 
| 
% 








_ 








=— 


Joe E. Brown on the flu list. 

Fred Datig on a desert vacation. 

Buck Jones gets a swimming pool 

Harry Milstein dragged north by 
biz. 

Helen Morgan 
fers. 

lial Horne showing the wife the 
gizhts. 


juggling film of- 


Helene Costello around = town 
again. 

Grant Garrett through at Para- 
mount, 

Mel Murphy's cracked ribs have 
knitted. 

Duart Lab exec Arthur Gottlieb 
in town. 

Demmy Lamson in with Dick 
Polimer. 

William J. Rollins, Jr., hit town 


by plane. 
“Tobacco 
March 18. 


Road’ set at Belasco 


Nate Krevitz pulled out for In- 
dianapolis, 

Con Conrad finally threw away 
that beret. 

Leo Morrison recuperating from 


lezal joust. 

cliff Work did an 
from Frisco. 

Harry A. 
quaintances, 

Louis Schnitzer now with Lichtig 
& Knglander. 

James R. Grainger due to Coast 
in two weeks, 

Harry Ruby kibitzing the Cubs at 
Catalina Island, 

Jack Robbins an 
orator would-be. 

Danny Danker buying a hilltop in 
Outpost Estates. 

Dean Jagger eyeing Hawaii for 
that honeymoon. 

Lou Hart, Skouras, New York, p. 
a., here for a visit. 

Fred Keating battling a trouble- 
some sinus attack. 

Eddie Martin out, Jim Lundy in 
as Radio publicist. 

Nils Asther must pay $138 for 
cuffed groceries, 

George Sackett over-seeing 
Levey's Seattle office. 


in-and-out 


Ross renewing ac- 


interlor dec- 


Bert 


Tee Tracy back from cruise to 
Santa Barbara islands. 
Mary Brian changed her mind 


and will do personals, 

Doug Montgomery got over the 
flu in Mohave Desert. 

Metro testing Lona Andre, former 
Paramount contractee. 

Hugh Herbert and 
trained for New York. 

Industrial pix take 
Brownell to Detroit, 

P. J. Wolfson in New York for 
the funeral of his mother. 

Mother of Gertrude Michael serl- 
ously ill at San Jacinto. 

Noah T. Beery on bitter end of 
$51 judgment for pipe purchase. 

Wanda Tuchock and Maurie 
Watkins off the Metro writing staff. 

Jack McGowan killing the locals 
with wool shirts and ties to match. 

Hollywood Athletic Club tagged 
Barry Norton for $157 on past dues. 

Sam Katzman eastbound to set a 
releasing deal for group of indie 
pix. 

Barney Briskin and George Milner 
pocketed those $25 Columbia sales 
prizes. 

Sid Silvers, rid of a tooth infec- 
tion, sending the dentist a bill for 
laughs. 

Bud Lollier to Sacramento to fight 
tax legislation inimical to picture 
houses, 

Fox failed to take up its option 


the missus 


Hobart 


on Tito Coral, Spanish language 
player. 
That 11 grand commish suit 


against Janet Beecher was settled 
for $530. 

Gregg Toland 
photographing contract from 
Goldwyn. 

Musicians’ prexy, Frank D. Pen- 
dleton, back on the job after 10- 
day illness. 

Howard Seiter sold his interest in 
film dancers casting agency to Mau- 
rice Kosloff. 

Arthur Houghton out after long 
flu siege. Jeda Marinoff laid low 
by flu bugs. 

Lieut. Com. Park Dougall fighting 
the war over again with his old bud- 
dies on film row. 

Every English player in Holly- 
wood trying to get an appointment 
with Mike Balcon. 

Nina Mae McKinney has a pale 
white Rolls, and Dave Gould sports 
a milky Ducsenberg. 

George Weeks heading for L. A. 
early in April for confabs on Gau- 
mont-British product. 

Everybody, including the perpet- 
ual layoffs, squawking about the 
proposed state taxes. 

Judge Frederick Goldsmith gave 
studios one-day lookover last week, 
then hopped for Texas. 

Jack Doyle, Irish warbling heavy- 
weight, having his pipes tested for 
song spot at Warners. 

Clarence Brown's Hungarian find, 
16-year-old Maritz Gervay, here 
under contract to Metro. 

Mrs. R. William Neill getting over 
her operation nicely. Mrs. Freddie 
March also on the mend. 

After three years on the Coast, 
two of them in radio, Will Aubrey is 
getting ready to move east. 

Specially wrapped cigars, with no- 
tation ‘it’s a boy,’ were handed out 
hy Mervyn Le Roy last week. 

Ramon Pereda in town to pick up 


got a four-year 
Sam 
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equipment for Pruducciones Pereda, } 
which he heads in Mexico City. 
Sam Nathanson, Barney Briskin 
and George Milner each sporting a 
$25 check from Col sales drive. ] 
Dr, Thomas F. MacLaughlin back } 


at Metro, technical advising, after | 
' 


being laid up with an old war | 
wound, 
Vice-prez Morris Goodman, in 


charge of sales for Mascot, in town 
from New York to confab with Nat 
Levine. 

Jo-ann Gay, four-year old Texas 
niece of Mozell Britonn, gets part 
in Frank Borzage'’s ‘Stranded,’ at 
Warners. 

A skunk chased into a wardrobe 
tent by a dog at a Fox location 
and doing exactly what a skunk 
would be expected to do, cost the 
studio $5,000. 





Minneapolis 


Max Roth, Columbia district man- 
ager, in town. 

Eddie Ruben laid up a few days 
with measles. 

Morrie Abrahams, MG exploiteer, 
in Milwaukee working on ‘Sequoia.’ 

Frank Mantzke, U exchange man- 
ager, marooned by sleet storm in 
Duluth. 

Gladys Goth of Columbia office 
staff back on job after two weeks’ 
illness siege, 

S. S. Keller, Warners Bros.’ trav- 
eling auditor from New York home 
office, a visitor. 

Nicollet hotel inaugurating Wed- 
nesday Theatrical Nights with Jack 
Malerich and his band. 

W. R. Frank, head of local indie 
nabe theatre group, recuperating in 
hospital following operation. 

Bennie Berger circuit reopening 
Lyric, Fergus Falls, Minn., March 
16 after extensive alterations. 

Northwest Allied States to meet 
here April 2 and 3 to discuss plans 


for fighting industry code more 
vigorously. 
fugen Ormondy, conductor of 


Minneapolis Symphony orchestra, in 
Philadelphia as guest conductor of 
orchestra there. 

Jimmy Shea, Warner salesman, 
returned home suddenly bereft of 
his sight and very ill, to find that 
his father had died, 

Sydney and Bill Volk have com- 
bined their Nile and Camden thea- 
tres, neighborhood houses, under a 
partnership agreement. 

Eph Rosen, RKO salesman, badly 
shaken up and his auto demolished 
when he had head-on collision with 
farm wagon in fog near Cannon 


Falls., Minn. his second accident 
within year. 
J. J. Donahue, Paramount ex- 


change manager, and Don Woods, 
salesman, slightly injured in acci- 
dent near Menominee, Wis., when 
their auto skidded off ice road into 
telegraph pole. 





Madrid 


Vicente Padula in town. 

Nicholas Farkas around. 

Curtain up on bullfight season. 

Edgar Neville preparing some film 
shorts. 

Hotel Fomentor reopening in the 
Baleares. 

Gong, music hall, reopened after 
police clamp. 

Fox Movietone 
spacious quarters. 

Federico Moreno Torroba, com- 
poser, elected to Academy of Fine 
Arts, 

Barbieri 
halls, shuttered on 
charges. 

Enrique Discepolo, ace Argentine 
tango composer, and Tania, war- 
bler, at Casablanca. 

Five centimes being added to the- 
atre and motion pic ducats at Ma- 
laga in observance of ‘The Day of 
the Poor,’ with proceeds to the 
paupers. 


moving to more 


and Excelsior, music 
indecency 


Rio de Janeiro 





John Day bound for Buenos 
Aires. 

Mariane and Robers continue at 
the Urea. 

Nat Liebskind, Warners g.m., still 
south on inspection trip. 

Don Dean (McCluskey) and bride 
here on honeymoon trip. 

Jake Glucksman here few days 
stopover on way to States. 

American girls floor show due 
open new casino in Ipanema. 

Earl Leslie to Hollywood after 
completion of his run in Buenos 
Aires. 

F. Serrarador, vet exhib, acquires 


Cine Basil Circuit in city of Sao 
Paulo. 
Glennon, Fox production man. 


here shooting background shots new 
Warner Baxter film. 

No air-conditioned cinemas for 
Rio. Theatre owners have decided 





to gang up against this improve- 
ment, 


Shanghai 


By Cal S. Hirsh 





Henry 
Nathan, maestro at Cathay Hotel. 


Wedding bells soon for 


Aimee Semple (MacPherson) 


{striking her stride in Shanghai, 


preaching. 

France Reed expecting to bring 
China’s Dionne Babies (seven at a 
birth) .to America soon. 

Del Goodman, Fox Film rep for 
the Far East, just returned from a 
trip to Manila and Singapore. 

Kira and Boris, formerly Moscow, 
headlining Cathay Hotel show. 
Verna Gordon and Halsey Arm- 
strong good support. , 

Rhapsody Girls Trio, from Vienna, 
going strong at the Del Monte Nite 
Club, as are Three Colbert Sisters. 
Bill Chambers has the orchestra. 

North China government put a 
ban on bobbed hair in public. 
Chinese actresses and sing song 
zsirls are vigorously assailing the 
measure, 

Long Tack Sam and Me-na and 
Nee-sa played one special week 
here on return from States. Long 
says act is all washed-up because 
the Mrs. wants him to quit. 

China censorship in North very 
strict, so Manchurian theatres are 
getting their U. S. films through 
Japanese sub-branches, instead of 
directly from Shanghai or New 
York. 

At Paramount, sumptuous Orien- 
tal dance palace, Cowan and Bailey 
sweeping Chinese off feet. Two 
months more to their contract. Mia 
Monna and Caloris are a fine adagio 
couple in the show. 





Vienna 





Equity frouble here, too. 
Josef Hans Bunzel divorced. 


Honorary grave for tenor 
Bauer, 


Franziska Gaal holiday-making 
in Kitzbuehel. 


Richard Duschinsky writing skit 
on Greta Garbo. 


Grete Natzler to star in ‘DuBarry’ 
for B.LP., London, 


‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer’ (Par) 
called ‘Bengali’ here. 


Local Shubert Society to concert 
in Rome and Venice. 

Annie Rosar to portray Frau 
Sacher in new talker. 

Henri Bernstein’s ‘Espoir’ under 
contract at Josefstadt. 

Hans Thimig directing ‘Grand- 
Pop’ by R. V. Igler at Volks. 

Hedwig Bleibtreu and Ewald Bal- 
ser invited to play in Berlin. 

Alfred Piccaver and States Opera 
management fighting it out. 

Lotte Lehmann and Annie 
Konetzni set for Covent Garden. 

Anton Edhofer to split future ac- 
tivities between Berlin and Vienna. 

Oscar Straus’ latest musical, 
‘Waltz Parodies,’ well received here. 

Kammerspiele manager Erich 
Ziegel playing lead at Raimund the- 
atre, 

Wilhelm Gymes to direct ‘Venus 
of Vienna’ revue here and in Lon- 
don. 

Ian Heesters. cast as film star 
Valentino in like-named mus#al at 
Volksoper. 

Sacha Gulitry’s ‘New Testament’ 
and Fordor’s ‘A Woman Unfaithful’ 
to alternate at Reinhardts’ 

L. Preminger signing new 
comedy, ‘Penelope Waits,’ by local 
Par rep Karl Burger for production 
at Reinhardt’s, with Paula Wessely 
and Hans Jaray as leads. 


Willi 





Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 





Misha Elman booked for a concert 
series here in March. 

Ramon Peon, film director, jailed 
for injuring a man with his car. 

Drive against fortune tellers here. 

Carnival in full swing throughout 
the country. 


Sonora state has banned manufac- 
ture and sale of such native hard 
drinks as tequila and habanero. 


Mexican Symphony ork has been 
placed under jurisdiction of the 
public education ministry, which 
will arrange programs for it. 


‘Babes in Toyland’ (MG), retitled 
‘Once Upon a Time There Were Two 
Heroes,’ here, current pic whacko. 
‘Here Is My Heart’ (Par) next most 
popular current film. 

All-glass curtain of Palace of Fine 
Arts (National theatre), supplied by 
Tiffany's, New York, for $250,000, 
on view to tourists twice weekly. 
No charge, but passes are neces- 
sary. 

Esperanza Iris, junior deaness of 
Mexican actresses, sued by an actor 


for $15,000, claimed as wages while 
laying at her name theatre here 
before it was converted into a 
cinema. 


ked 


‘La Muter Deenuda’ (‘The N 
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Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Vance King now a p.a. on the 
Coast for the Motion Picture Acad- 
emy. 
Woman’), comedy, yanked after one | Harvey Gaul, ed tong hoon ture 
: | ry oO nusic an ‘ams or th 
show at the Teatro Maria Teresa | Gogg BUS Ane Creme ne 
Montoya, name house of Mexico's | ‘ = te 
junior ace dramatic actress, because Harry Harris back in town after 
of mediocre biz. several weeks on the beach at 
Maria Teresa Montoya, ranking | Miami, 
young Mexican dramatic actress Gerritt Kraber, Tech drama grad 
who has a name theatre here, sued/ with Group Theatre, goes ‘nto 
for 50,000 pesetas, a loan she is al- | ‘panic.’ 


leged to have obtained during her 
tour of Spain a couple of seasons 
ago. 


Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 





Harry Archer in Miami. 

Cecil and Faithe Holm off to Flor- 
ida. 

Dave Burns entertaining at Foun- 
tain Inn. 

Mario 
Chicago. 

Maury H. B. Paul out looking over 
his place. 

Colony reading Rita Weiman’s 
new novel.> 

Horace MacMahon joins 
Beware’ on tour. 

Gertrude Hitz commutes for her 
radio broadcasts. 

Ira Hards is the dean of local the- 
atrical commutors. 

Sarah Atherton 
new novel and play. 

Carol Dempster will occupy her 
new home this spring. 

Kate Enos has arrived from Nice 
and bought old Ruth St. Denis stu- 
dio. 

John Paul Stack again handling 
publicity for Pat Powers’ Longshore 
club. 

Bill authorizing special tax for 
municipal concerts reaches legisla- 
ture. 

Lawrence Langner will have a 
curtailed season at the Country 
Playhouse this year. 

Farmer Harry Puck, late of Great 
Neck, talks crops with Homer 
Mason and Marguerite Keeler. 


commuting to 


Chamlee 


‘Sailor, 


has completed 





Chicago 


Al Borde and Jack Fine back from 
a week in the east. 

Ed Morse scramming to Florlda 
for a look at the sun. 

Wm. Morris-B. & K. vaude pre- 
views now at the Senate. 

Ben Feldman now managing the 
United Artists for B. & K. 

Miles Concannon dolling up the 
Roosevelt with new carpeting. 

Harry Smitz back from the Car- 
ribean with a coat of genuine tan. 

John Pollock cracking the town 
wide open on exploitation for ‘First 
Legion.’ 

George Wood supervising the 
vaude booking for Paramount in 
St. Paul. 

Billy Diamond readying to move 
across the hall in bigger Woods 
building quarters. 

Michael Todd should be getting 
tired of that New York-Chicago 
commuting by this time. 

Thode Cocraft will again head for 
California at the conclusion of the 
local American Theatre Society sea- 





son. 

Nate Platt will be the next 
B. & K. exec to gallop away on 
vacash; will make for Coast in a 
couple of weeks. 


Cleveland 
By Glenn C. Pullen 


Joe Can-Dullo on Texas barn- 
storming trip. 

Archie Bell, hit by bad ticker, is 
taking sun cure in Florida. 

30b Snajdr, feature mag editor of 
Dee, in hospital with pneu- 


Roger Sterns, New York society 
planist, imported by Statler for 
cocktail salon. 

One colored nitery here has this 
sign: ‘Our kitchen {s dirty, but our 
food is clean.’ 

Stanford Zucker, band booker, 
set up cocqatails in honor of eight- 
pound baby boy. 

Harry Propper and Joe Bock, 
angels of Mayfair, now backing ex- 
clusive Deauville. 

Howard Gould opened tndle pub- 
licity offices for niteries, conven- 
tions, theatres, etc. 

George Stevens, manager of 
Cameo, has patented a cleaning 
solution for movie screens, 

Charles MacArthur flew here to 
see wife, Helen Hayes, during 
Hanna run of ‘Mary of Scotland.’ 

Nat Holt, RKO division manager, 
appointed agent by Ohio Tax Com- 
mission to enforce theatre admis- 
sion tax. 

Mrs. Carl Osborne, formerly May 
Allison of movie fame, and hubby 
off to London to celebrate first wed- 
ding anniversar: 
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Kokoon Club's art ball 4id a 
floppo in spite of Faith Bacon with 
chorus of fan-jugglers. Tap of $10 
af se too nign, j 

Sam Manheim, out of sight two| 
vears returning to manage grind | 
film house. Once produced ‘Captive 

nd Mierry Wide " he e, 


lout of the red. 





Jerry Blanchard sailing for South 
America for some cafe work in the 
tropics. 

Mary Brian booked to open her 
personal appearance tour at Alvin 
April 5. 

Ed (Hippo) Segal scaling down 
from his 250 pounds with tap-dance 
lessons. 

Tommy Flynn’s band returns toe 
Show Boat next week, replacing Lee 
Crosley outfit. 

Joe Falvo has 
unit and is playing 
with his band. 

Milton Brauman 
force has been married since 
first of the year. 

Hot Springs, Ark., will be George 
Jaffe’s forwarding address for the 
next three weeks. 

Lunt-Fontanne ‘Taming of the 
Shrew’ a likely late season subscripe 
tion play for ATS. 

John Harrises won't make their 
annual spring trek to Coast until 
hockey season ends. 

Johnny Jones celebrating eleventh 
anniversary as Pittsburgh's Old 
Tyme dance impresario. 

Warren Munsells, pere et fils, here 
for premiere of junior Munsell’s 
play, ‘Rich Man, Poor Man.’ 

Thief broke into Joe Hiller’s Mue 
sic Box and walked out with clothes 
belonging to three musicians. 

Judge Musmanno to New York for 
screening of Paul Muni’s ‘Black 
Fury,’ which he helped write. 

Dick Fishel of the Post-Gazette 
advertising staff doing some acting 
with the Pittsburgh Playhouse. 

Dixie Fassnacht, of Southland 
Rhythm Girls, related to Fassnachts 
of Obberammergau Passion Play. 

S. M. Weller, ahead of ‘Dodse 
worth,’ and Frank Cruickshank, for 
‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ both around. 

Sally Heller, Jackie Heller’s kid 
sister, singing with Tubby Fiint’s 
ork at Hotel Roosevelt Blue Room, 

Johnny Harris, Jimmy Balmer and 
Rosy Rowswell to Twin Cities to 
install Tent No. 14 of Variety Club. 

Aftermath of seasickness keeping 
Sunny O’Dea out of Clifford Whitee 
ly’s London revue, ‘Stop Press,’ for 
few weeks. 

Ruth Miller has turned down 
University of Pittsburgh's offer to 
stage chorus numbers in Cap and 
Gown show. 

Post-Gazette editorial staff tossed 
dinner for W. U. Christian, manage 
ing editor, on his silver anniversary 
with the rag. 
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Rome 


Number of films submitted for re¢ 
vision in Italy for past 22 years total 
28,779. 

Script of ‘Gold in the Ocean’ come 
pleted and will be produced by 
Quaglie, president of the Board of 
Directors of the Sorima. 

First film to go into work at th 
new Cines will be ‘Scarpe al Sole, 
by Paclo Morelli. Marco Elter, fore 
merly Henry King’s aide at Unis 
versal, will direct. 

New film, ‘Mudundu,’ result of an 
expedition into Italian Somaliland 
which touched on the Abyssinian 
frontier, will be released by the Ase 
sociated Artists. Ernesto Quadrone, 
journalist, directed the outfit 

Alexander Moissi, German actor, 
has completed his picture work in 
‘Lorenzino de Medici’ and will form 
a company to present Pirandello’g 
new play, ‘They Don’t Know How. 
This he will follow with a presentae 
tion of Alessi Rino’s ‘Savonaro'a 
and ‘Flight of the Vultures’ at tne 
Florentine May celebration, 


ee 
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Boston 


By M. C. Fox 





Len Libbey in Florida. 

Angeline Maney added two new 
dogs to her collection. 

Jacques Renard reported leaviig 
Cocoanut Grove March 20 to go«n 
tour. 

Massachusetts showmen hopeful 
that Sunday dancing on stages is 
not far distant under the regime «f 
Governor James M. Curley. 

Boston Garden looks now like the 
only possible spot for dog racing. 
Holders of pup race licenses l 
vised by city hall 
building yet. 


not to stait 


Joe Gallo, local haircutter, billing 
himself at the shop and in new-- 
paper ads as the ‘greatest barber in 
America,’ with title goes $1,009 
challenge to doubters. 
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OBITUARIES 


CHARLES A. WOODIN 


Charles A. Woodin, 48, manager 
of the Capitol theatre, Mauch 
Chunk, Pa., died March 6 after a 
lengthy illness. He was operated 
on about a year ago for complica- 
tions and never fully recovered, 

In his early years he was a stock 
and road player, appearing with 
many well known companies. He 
went overseas with the engineer 
corps of the 304th regiment, and in 
addition to his military service he 
was prominent in overseas enter- 
tainments during his rest periods. 

He went to Mauch Chunk about 
10 years ago to manage the old 
Opera House, which later was con- 
verted into the Capitol, and since 
then he had been a leading figure 
in all civic enterprises of the town. 

Survived by his widow, a brother 
and a sister. 


EMMA LATHROP BUTLER 


Mrs. Kmma Hiles Butler, 89, 
known on the stage as Emma Lath- 
rop, died in Englewood, N. J., 
March & She would have achieved 
her 90th year had she lived until 
March 24. She was a guest of the 
Actors’ Fund. 

She mede her stage debut in 1879 
in ‘Joshua Whitcomb,’ the pred- 
ecessor of ‘The Old Homestead,’ 
with Denman Thompson and_ later 
toured in Shakespearean repertory. 
Later she played both with the F. 
F. Proctor and HenryV. Donnelley 
stocks in New York. Her last ap- 
pearance was in ‘The Country Boy’ 
in 1910. 





Cc. A. McFARLAND 

Cc. A. McFarland, 50, died March 
4 at his home in Portland, Ore., fol- 
lowing a long illness. He was a 
member of the Baker Stock com- 
pany when it was under the man- 
agement of George L. Baker, and 
later was leading man in the Selig 
Polyscope company of Chicago. He 
was a charter member of the The- 
atrical Mechanics’ Association. Mr. 
McFarland was a first lieutenant 
during the World War. 

He is survived by his widow and 
one brother, Victor F. McFarland. 
Funeral services were held in Port- 
land, with interment in Lincoln 
Memorial Park. 





STEVE REED (LE GARDEUR) 


Stephen LeGardeur, 52, known on 
the stage as Steve Reed, blackface 
comedian, singer and dancer with 
the Al G. Fields minstrels, died 
March 8 after a brief illness in his 
New Orleans home. 

LeGardeur entered the show busi- 
ness as a boy and took part in many 
of the old musical shows and min- 
strels in New York, Chicago, and 
other cities as far back as 35 years 
ago. During recent years he was 
one of the staff artists on WWL in 
New Orleans. His widow, a son and 
two stepdaughters survive. 





BABY DOE TABOR 
Elizabeth (Baby Doe) Tabor, 15, 
widow of H. A. W. Tabor, who built 
theatres at Leadville, Colo., and 
Denver, in the ’80s, died in poverty 
in Leadville last week. She was 
guarding the Matchless mine, one 
of the sources of the Tabor wealth, 
which faded during the panic of '93. 
Tabor theatre, opened in Denver in 
1881, is still running as a combina- 
tion stage show and picture house. 
The Tabors were the subjects of 
‘Silver Dollar,’ book,’and the War- 

ner film of the same name. 





EDITH MERA 

Mera,, star of current 
Folies Bergere show and leading 
Paris musical comedy and _ film 
actress, died Feb. 24 at a Paris 
clinic. Immediate cause of death 
was anihrax abcess on lip, but 
overwork is said to have con- 
tributed. 

Miss Mera, as well as appearing 
fn Folies, was making film in 
Billancourt, ‘Divine,’ based on 
Colette novel, Continued to work 
on stage and in studio despite high 
fever. 


Mdith 


WILLIAM C. WALSH 

William C. Walsh, 53, who oper- 
ated stock companies in Denver, 
Columbus, Des Moines, Omaha and 
San Diego, died of a heart attack 
March 8 in Hollywood. Deceased 
was credited with discovering many 
picture players, including Jean 
Muir, Lyle Talbot, James Dunn and 
Victor Jory. 

Widow, former Dora Clement, ac- 
tress, survives. Interment in Holly- 
wood. 


HENRIETTA ST. FELIX CHASE 

Mrs. Henrictta St. Felix Chase, 
70, one of the St. Fclix Sisters who 
were in the cast of the original 
‘Black Crook,’ died in Port Huron, 
Mich., March 7, With her sisters, 
Clementina and Cherlotte she was 
a sensation as a juvenile trio in the 
then naughty spectacle. Her sisters 
survive her, both resident in Port 
Huron, 


FRANK LESLIE OLSON 


Frank Leslie Olson, 42, died in his 
home in Brooklyn March 6 of a 
heart attack He had played in Mae 
West's stage version of ‘Diamond 
Lil,’ in the ‘Greenwich Village Fol- 
lies’ and Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities,’ 
He had also done much vaudeville 
work, all under the name of Olson. 
Survived by his mother and two 
brothers. Interment in Brooklyn. 


SELENA M. WALDON 


in London, Feb, 24. 

Practically everybody in show 
business who visited London knew 
her. She worked as principal wig 
maker for Willy Clarkson for the 
past 44 years. On the death of her 
employer some four months ago, 
there was little left for Selena to 
live for. So she just pined away. 

CEDRIC F. LAWRENCE 

Cedric F. (Sid) Lawrence, 39, dled 
March 4 in a Watertown, N. Y., 
hospital a few hours. after his 
daughter had found him ill of a 
heart attack in his oftice at Schine’s 
Avon theatre, where he had been 
manager since August 15, 1933. 

3esides his daughter, Mr. Law- 
rence is survived by his widow and 
mother. 


MAX NEWMAN 

Max Newman, 48, one-tine film 
salesman out of this territory, and 
brother of Mike Newman, Columbia 
coast exploiteer, died March 7 in 
San Francisco from a cancer of the 
bronchial tubes. The widow sur- 
vives. 

Deceased sold film for Universal 
and Warner Bros. a number of years 
ago. In recent years he has beena 
practicing chiropractor. 





JOHN RUHRAH 

Dr. John Ruhrah, pediatrician who 
has been associated with the U of 
Md. hosp in Baltimore for some 
years, and who, for past 13 months 
has been giving lectures on chil- 
dren's health on a dairy-sponsored 
commercial weekly over WCBM, 
died at Merey Hospital March 10, 
following an operation. 





SOPHIE KISLINGBURY 

Sophie Kislingbury, 65, who under 
her professional name of Sophie 
Beri, was wardrobe mistress for Flo 
Ziegfeld, died March 6 in Los An- 
geles. Interment locally March 9. 
She was the mother of Beth Berl, 
the dancer. Another daughter and 
a son also survive. 





PAT WILLIAM SKELLY 

Pat William Skelly, 73, long 
identified with San Francisco the- 
atres, died in that city Feb. 28 and 
was buried in Holy Cross March 2, 

He served for 35 years at the 
Columbia under Jacob Gottloeb, and 
had been connected with the Geary 
and other houses. 


ERIC FORBES-ROBERTSON 

Eric Forbes-Robertson, 70, brother 
of Sir Johnston Forbes-Robertson, 
died in London March 10 as the con- 
sequence of a street accident. He 
was better known as a stage direc- 
tor than actor, staging many of his 
brother's productions. 


JAMES COLE 

James Cole, formerly manager of 
the Rialto theatre, South Norwalk, 
and brother of the late Barry Scan- 
lon, manager of the Considine cir- 
cuit, died at his home there, March 
5. Interment locally. 

EDWARD D. COE 

Edward D. Coe died in Pueblo, 
Colo., Feb. 27, after a brief illness. 
He was a well-known musician and 
for many years a member of the 
musical team of Coe and Kessler, 

EDNA REMING BARNES 

Edna Reming Barnes, 52, charac- 
ter actress, died March 7 in Los 
Angeles of cancer. 
in Hollywood. 


Funeral services 


LOUISE EMMONS 


Mrs. Louise Emmons, 8&5, who had 





played character parts in pictures 


Selena Margaret Waldon, 70, died 


since 1909, died March 6 in Holly- 
wood, 





Mother of Evelyn and Maybelle 
Ross, of the Do Re Mi trio on CBS, 
died in New York March § after a 
long illness, 





Father, 77, of Ben Westland, 
western division exploiter for Unt- 
versal, died March 1 in Los An- 


geles. 





Father, 69, of Harold Whitman, 
booker at Universal's Los Angeles 
exchange, died Feb. 28 In L. A. 





Mrs. Cora Searles, 76, said to 
have been an actress, died in Los 
Angeles March 5, 





Mrs. Liebert Lombardo, 34, wife 
of a member of Lombardo orches- 
tra, died March 2 in Los Angeles. 





William Vincent, 68, father of 
Allen Vincent, screen actor, dled 
March 1 in Spokane, Wash. 





Literati 





(Continued from page 58) 
so will publish 19 titles, his biggest 
list yet, this summer, 

Emmet Gowen back to Tennessee 
to write a new novel which Reynal 
& Hitchcock contracted for. 

Charles Morgan has dropped his 
proposed biog of George Moore. 
Joseph Hone doing it instead. 

Louis Bromfield’s new novel, ‘Man 
Who Had Everything,’ ready, He 
sails back to France March 28. 

Four out of ths five Whittlesey 
House books published in January 
and February are in second print- 
ings. 

‘The Grass Grows Green,’ by Hor- 
tense Lion, into a second edition a 
full month prior to publication, Due 
out April 2. 

Elizabeth Madox Roberts’ new 
book, ‘He Sent Forth a Raven,’ took 
her five years to write, but its under 
300 pages long. < 

Fred Jackson, author of ‘Bishop 
Misbehaves,’ current legit play, has 
written a novel, ‘Pantoufle,’ which 
has been taken by Knopf. 

Hardboiled note from Esquire, the 
mag, to a contributor: ‘We are hold- 
ing your story for a second reading, 
but don’t be too optimistic.’ 

Irving Kolodin, who helps review 
music for the New York Sun, has 
written a history of the Metropolli- 
tan Opera House which the Oxford 
University Press will publish. 

Michael Fessier has sold his novel, 
‘Tully Dressed and in His Right 
Mind,’ to Knopf for June publica- 
tion. Story is a fantasy. Fessler is 
on the Coast In Metro’s writing de- 
partment. 

Cosmopolitan Magazine features 
Ted Husing’s story ‘Ten Years Be- 
fore the Mike’ in its April issue. 
Underlying theme of yarn will cover 
the development of radio during 
past ten years, 





Cantor 





(Continued from page 1) 


builder and producer. The Lehn & 
Fink people, for example, who are 
entrusting the new Lysol show to 
Cantor, observe that it would be 
worth a fee to them if Cantor told 
them to stay off the air completely 
rather than jeopardize the good will 
of a product. 

Advice from Cantor on the con- 
struction, presentation and com- 
mercial angle of an air show is be- 
cause Cantor believes that (1) as a 
ranking radio star and (2) as a vet- 
eran showman his advice may mean 
something. 

New Lysol show for example is 
Cantor’s idea of a 100% femme per- 
sonnel including the announcer, or- 
chestra, talent (possibly Jane Fro- 
man), et al. 

Cantor does not plan to restrict 
himself to any one group of spon- 
sors or any one agency In this ven- 
ture. 
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NEWARK NICE 


Branford and Proctor’s Each Strong 
for $10,000 


Newark, March 12. 
(Best Exploitation: Loew's State) 

Business will show no flops or 
slams this week, with the. straight 
film houses Branford and Proctor’s 
in the real lead, the former at 
$10,000 with ‘Living On Velvet’ and 
‘While the Patient Slept’ and the 
latter near $10,000 with ‘One More 
Spring’ and ‘Women Must Dress.’ 
The others will be led by the New- 
ark with over $12,000 for ‘All the 
King’s Horses’. ‘Sequoia’ at Loew's 
is going to surely $12,000. An excel- 
lent stage show at the Newark will 
do no harm. 

Loew's State had a preview show- 
ing of ‘Sequoia’ for specially se- 
lected school teachers. It was well 
received and brought in a stack of 
approving letters. Picture opened 
very nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Living On Velvet’ (WB) and ‘While 
the Patient Slept’ (FN). Kay Fran- 
cis sure to bring some coin to this 
house in anything and gross will 
probably reach $10,000 or more. 
Last week ‘Sweet Music’ (WB) was 
just that at $12,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-40) 
—Wings in the Dark’ (Par) and 
‘Lost City’ (Prin). Myrna Loy draws 
in this town and the coalesced se- 
rial will probably mean something 
here. Should be about $4,000, Last 
week ‘Bengal Lancer’ (Par) and 
‘Straight From the Heart’ (U) not 
bad at $3,800, 

Little (Franklin) (299; 30-40)— 
‘Uomo di Corragio’ (Luce), Con- 
tracted second week not more than 
$650. Only $1,560 on first. Okay, but 
house expected much more, Not the 
sort of film to play at the opening 
of Lent. 

Loew's State (2,780; 15-75)—‘Se- 
quoia’ (MG) and yaude. Nice enough 
opening and if it were not for fears 
of the future the estimate would be 
higher than the $12,000 or better 
predicted. Film got a hand on open- 
ing show. Last week ‘Shadow of 
Doubt’ (MG) terrible at $8,500, 

Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 15-99)—‘All the King’s 
Horses’ (Par) and ‘Music Hall Fol- 
lies’ on stage, Lack of names hurts 
pleasing film. But good stage helps, 
maybe over $12,000. Last week ‘Car 
99’ (Par) surprised by being okay 
with $14,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-55)— 
‘One More Spring’ (Fox) and 
‘Women Must Dress’ (Mono). 
Should be nice with nearly $10,000. 
Last week ‘Enchanted April’ (Ra- 
dio) and ‘Murder On a Honeymoon’ 
(Radio) good at $9,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 


40)—‘Great Expectations’ (U) and 
‘Law Beyond Range’ (Col) with 


‘Grand Old Girl’ (Radio) and ‘Se- 
crets of Chinatown’ (Syn) split. As 
Warners couldn’t find a place for 
the Dickens film it was sloughed to 
this spot. Not the best place for it 
but will probably pull a tidy sum 
and bill should exceed $4,000. Last 
week ‘Mysterious Mr. Wong’ (Mono) 
and ‘Helldorado’ (Fox) with ‘Ba- 
boona’ (Fox) and ‘Romance in Man- 
hattan’ (Radio) split, nearly $4,000. 


Unit Reviews 


(Cotinued from page 50) 


and Collettes. It’s their show, al- 
most in its entirety. Murray holds 
the unit together in neat fashion, on 
almost constantly in ‘one,’ blackouts 
and with the Charlestons. He gets 
away with a lot on the blue side 
and a harem-bedroom skit is plenty 
hot for a picture house crowd. 

tals are used chiefly in parade 
dress, or rather undress, in a couple 
of handsome production splashes, 
done with the usual Carroll flair for 
color and ensemble. High spots are 
Murray’s bit with Milton Charles- 
ton, always sure-fire, and the mili- 
tary precision tap number of the 
Samuels-Collette combination. Helen 
Charleston, also working with Mur- 
ray, dishes out a flock of imita- 
tions, only a couple of which are 
effective. Sut she’s an all-round 
performer and ‘Vanities’ finds many 
uses for her. 

Blackouts are woefully dated. 
They run pretty much to formula 
and only Murray's vigor and energy 
keep them from falling apart. He's 
a first class comic but with some 
help on the material side could be 
a class comie as well. He has too 
little help here. 

Zest of the flash numbers is a fan 
affair in which gals are draped on a 
pyramid stretching into the flies in 
four long lines. Hand and leg ma- 
nipulations, with the ostrich feath- 
ers on the side, make it a good 
looking sock and gives the femmes 
their one chance to make good on 
the marquee’s proclamation of ‘the 
most beautiful girls’ in the world.’ 

It's understood Carroll, who has 
been in Florida all winter, hasn't yet 
seen the present ‘Vanities.’ When 
he does there'll probably be some 
changes, Cohen, 


Martin Johnsons Up 
Col, Wash., to Big 
8G; ‘Roberta’ Socko 


Washington, March 12, 
Keith's) 


Only two spots are doing any- 
thing big this week and both of 
those are pushing records, Others, 
including the usual top grossers, are 
passable but no more than that. 

Personal appearance of Mr. and 
Mrs. Martin Johnson at the Colum- 
bia marks the first time the little 
house has used its stage in years, 
Conservative estimate is that fleshe 
and-blood is doubling b.o. intake, 
Other sensation is Keith’s with 
‘Roberta.’ Raves of critics, all of 
whom put pic above legit version, 
helping to bust all time records for 
opening. 

Both ‘Gilded Lily’ and ‘Whole 
Town's Talking’ used various ‘It 
Happened One Night’ angles to sell 
themselves, but neither is _ big, 
Town can't get used to Ed Robinson 
being draw again but word of 
mouth may build it up after fair 
start. 

Keith’s pulled best pub gag by 
packing femmes on top of show- 
cases at fashion show of original 
gowns in department store. Stunt 
cracked fashion pages wide open 
as well as drama sections. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Vanessa’ (MG) and Casino de 


Paree unit on stage. Nice notices 
but no pull here; not over oke 


(Best Exploitation: 


$22,000. Last week ‘One More 
Spring’ (Fox) slipped a little to 


satisfactory $21,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-385-40-60)— 
‘Whole Town's Talking’ (Col) anda 
vaude. Boswell Sisters some help 
but eritics cheers for flicker and 
word of mouth will be responsible 
for oke $17,500 which may build to 
more. Last week ‘Living on Velvet’ 
(WR) satisfactory $17,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)—~ 
‘Gilded Lily’ (Par). Colbert not as 
big as hoped, maybe fair $14,000. 
Last week ‘Clive of India’ (UA) 
took good $17,000 but didn’t merit 
expected second week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60—~ 
‘Roberta’ (Radio). Tackling house 
record for possibly socko $19,000, 
Last week ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) 
held up through second week to 
nice $7,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 25-40)— 
‘Baboona’ (Fox). Martin Johnsons 
in person sending Httle house to 
smash $8,000. Last week ‘Chan in 
Paris’ (Fox) bettered house average 
slightly with $5,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)— 
‘Woman in Red’ (FN), Stanwyck 
rep not much in these parts lately 
but enough to carry out-of-way 
house to oke $4,000. Last week 
‘Devil Dogs’ (WB) made oke $4,300 
in repeat week after Earle. 

Belasco (Radin) (800; 25-385-50- 
60)—‘Power’ (GB) (2d week), 
Heading for passable $1,200. Last 
week same pic got arty and mugegs 
both for surprising $2,800. 


U’s Profit 


(Continued from page 5) 
year in the past quarter of a 
century in which some fake sale of 
Universal has failed to appear in 
print. 

‘I have never sought to send any 
of these fakers to jail for criminal 
libel because, to tell the truth, their 
libels have hurt them more than 
they have hurt Universal. Stories 
Which have been printed about Untle 
versal would ruin more than one 
company, but they have never 
ruined Universal. 

‘Universal is still here. It is still 
in the same hands. It has had its 
good years and its bad, but its 
average has been pretty good, It 
has never harmed anyone. It has 
helped thousands. It has not made 
me rich in dollars but it has made 
me rich in friendships and in cone 
fidence and in all the things which 
endure,’ 


a) 


DETROIT 


(Continued from page 10) 
Looks like about $9,000, fine. Last 
week ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) just 
average at $7,500. 


Fisher (United-Detroit) apes | 
25-30-40)-—Gilded Lily’ (Par) an 
‘White Cockatoo’ (WB). Claudette 


Colbert expected to bring about 
$5,000, average. Last week ‘Bengal 
Lancer’ (Par) and ‘Gay Bride’ 
(MG). About $4,800. ’ 
Adams (Balaban) (1,770; 25-40)— 
‘Silver Streak’ (Radio) and ‘Murder 
on Honeymoon’ (Radio). Duals 
should streak along to an average 
$4,000. Last week ‘Little Colonel 
(Fox) singled for about $4,100. 
State (United-Detroit) (3,000; 26¢ 
10)—'Woman in Red’ (WB) and 
‘Nut Farm’ (Mono). Should reach 
$5,000, oke. Last week ‘Car 99 
(Par) and ‘Nortorious Gentleman 





(U) neared $4,500, 
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(Continued from page 6) 


2%, and Westington common, at 
34%, off 2%. 


Although it reached a new top pr-ce 
for 1935, Columbia Pictures certifi- 
cates on the stock exchange, the 
stock was down three points at the 
gong at 41. The new high was 453%. 
Loew's pfd. also made a new top 
for the year at 104% but it was 
down (fractionally at the _ finish. 
The other peak was hung up by 
Eastman Kodak pfd. at 151. This 
issue sported a 5% point gain at 
the close. 


RKO debentures touched a new 
1935 low at 26%, which was the 


closing price. Here these liens were 
off 3% points. Warner Bros. 6s also 
dipped to new low ground at W's. 
They rallied Monday to finish at 61, 
off 1% points. 

Although the stock failed to get 
into fresh low territory as of this 
year, Radio pfd. B was under pres- 
sure most of the week. The low 
point was 36% and the close was at 
37, where this issue showed a loss of 
5% points. There are plenty of 
shorts known to be active currently 
in this stock although there is no 
particular reason for the B stock 
being so heavily depressed aside 
from the fact that many fancy 
priced leaders were sold all week. 
There is the feeling in some circles 
that Radio B had had its play for 
the time being. Radio preferred A 
also weakened to touch a new °35 
low at 50%, the closing quotation. 
At this price, the stock was off 1%. 

Fox A stock showed considerable 
stability in the face of the general 
sloppiness. It never dropped below 
9%, and wound up at 9%, down &. 

The only issue in the Amusement 
sector to show an advance after the 
close besides Eastman Kodak pref- 
erence stock was Westinghouse pre- 
ferred, up fractionally at 94%. 
Westinghouse common was off 2% 
at 35%. 

The weakness in 
common looked like 


Westinghouse 
one of those 


things in the face of the annual 
statement issued Monday. While 
not as glowing as some industrial 


reports, it was far from being un- 
favorable. The consolidated net in- 
come for 1934 was $189,563 which is 
equal to $2.37 per share on the pre- 
ferred compared with a net loss of 
$8.636,841 in 1933. 

Behind the big move in Columbia 
Pictures certificates was the com- 
pany’s report showing net profit of 
$919,184, after taxes and charges, 
equal to approximately $5.15 a share. 
This compares with $404,562 or 
about $2.25 a share for the six 


Summary for Week Ending Monday, March 11: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 


December 30, 1933. 
Directors also voted to 
per share on the stock 
the N. Y. Curb exchange 
certificates on the big board on 
April 1 to stock of record March 
13. Columbia Picts stock on 
Curb climed to 44, new high 
the year. It closed at 42% for a 
net gain of 4% points, 
Holders of Consolidated Film pfd. 
apparently felt that the good news 
of an additional distribution had 
been discounted by the present price 
of between $19 and $20 a share. 
Company's directors voted a 50c 
payment, on account of accumula- 
tions, payable April 1 to the stock 
on record March 18. This brings 
the total payments on the preferred 
for this year to $1 per share. 
Century Circuit, Inc., of Delaware 
showed a net loss of $127,470 for 
the year ended on August 31, 1934, 
on company and subsidiary opera- 
tions. This compares with $80,825 
loss for preceding year. The loss 
for the year ending last August was 
figured after deducting $30,223 ex- 
cessive depreciation for prior years. 
In contrast to common. stocks, 
few amusement liens suffered se- 
rious loss. It was to be expected 
that there would be a decline in 
some of the Paramount bonds after 
their recent sensational advances 
into new high territory. They were 
the heaviest losers aside from RKO 
and Warner. 
Paramount - Famous - Lasky 6s 
closed. on top at 73% for a point 
loss. Certificates were off two 
points at 73. The certificates at 
one time were up to 74%. Para- 
mount-Publix 544s were down near- 
ly a point at 7414. Their high was 
75%. Certificates of the same 
closed at 74, for a decline of 1%. 
Earlier in the week they touched 
Th. Paramount-Broadway 54s 
were off 154 at 4874, the closing fig- 
ure and low point. The high was 
50%. 
Pathe 7s 
at 102% and 


finishing 
the 


were steady, 
unchanged on 


week. Losses of half a point were 
chalked against General Theatre 
Equipment bonds, Keith 6s and 


Loew 6s. Loew bonds were steady 
between 105, the closing price, and 
105%. The high for the year is 106. 

Doubt and indecision on legisla- 
tive matters now before Congress 
is generally credited for the current 





slump in market values, 





to $748,525 compared to $653,423 on 


pay 25c 
listed on 
and on 


the 
for 
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ae tied ete ae 
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Quick Bonds 


Dallas, March 12. 


Dallas took out adoption papers 
months ending Dec. 30, 1933. The! °” Tex. legislature's unclaimed baby 
report showed cash on hand rising Centennial by buying $1,319,800 


where $1,252,100 in bonds subscribed 
in 90 minutes, Magnolia Petroleum 
led with $100,000 plunge. 


MICH EXPOSITION OPEN 
BUT KICKED AROUND 


Detroit, March 12. 
Detroit and Michigan Exposition 





opened nine-day engagement Sat- 
urday (9) in Convention Hall, 
found consideraDle resistance in 


interésting mast of the town’s lead- 
ing manufacturers to take part. 
City boasts of 31 lines that lead 
the world in their respective man- 
ufacture and only a few of them 
are represented, in face of flam- 
boyant advertising that state’s well- 
known industries would be _ in. 
Even Ford and General Motors gave 
the promoters the go-bye. 

Faced with gobs of space to be 
filled, the managers of the event, 
none identified with show business, 
turned to girl-shows, freaks, 
games, rides, etc., to fill the gap. 
Industrial exhibits are arranged 
in topsy-turvy fashion as witnessed 
by pitchmen with needle threaders, 
women’s hygiene alds, dandruff re- 
mover and brassiere demonstra- 
tion; in fact, every kind of a spiel 
but eczema cure are sandwiched in 
between legitimate displays. Beg 
for free talent went unheeded by 
local bookers, causing them to band 
together and refuse any calls’ for 


free shows unless for charitable 
enterprises. 
On Monday (11) the police or- 


dered the closing of all games, in- 
cluding even the guess-your-weight 
seales and the con game. With- 
drawal of these jazzer-uppers no 
help whatever, killing what little 
life the show had possessed, and 
embittering life of Lew Kane, in 
charge of the midway and conces- 
sions. 
Ordinarily, the sloughing of mid- 
way devices is the work of the po- 
lice censor, Lester Potter. 





Rosenblum and John G. Zellner, all of 
16 Court street, Brooklyn. 
Matinee Theatre, Co., Inc.; operate the- 


atres, etc.; capital stock, 200 shares, no 


worth of $2,000,009 issue in first two 
days offered. Issue launched at meet 








Chi Circus Price War in Offing: 
H-W Show Takes Nelson as Name 





| Buck Jones’ Rehearsal 


Cleveland, March 12. 


Buck Jones, horse op'ry actor, 
is stopping motor tour of vaude 
personals to join Milt Hinkle’s 


rodeo at Equestrium as guest star 
for seven days. 
Doing his bull-whip cracking act 


and also scene from one of his 
movies with ‘Charger,’ Ris white 
horse. Rita Tybell, his wife, also 


putting on a bit of fancy riding. 

Buck regards present rodeo date 
as necessary training for coming 
picture work, having not done any 
strenuous horse-back stuff since De- 
cember. 


ANOTHER INDOOR SHOW 
CRASHES ON FINANCE 


Lexington, Ky., March 12. 
bust for indoor cir- 





This town is 
cus promoters. 
Col. W. E. (Billy) Green, who 
backed the most recent winter ven- 
ture here, was lodged in jail when 
he was unable to provide $500 bond 
on a charge of obtaining money 
under false pretenses. 
Under the auspices of the Junior 
Ordér, United American Mechanics, 
the show opened Thursday night 
(28) in the city auditorium. The en- 
gagement, billed for five days and 
nights, halted suddenly Saturday 
when the box office receipts were 
attached by performers and others 
who sought to collect money claimed 
due for services. Green was first 
arrested Saturday on a_ warrant 
charging breach of peace, but that 
charge was filed away in city police 
court. 
On the charge of obtaining money 
under false pretenses, Miss Laverne 
Bennett accused Green of having 
taken $32 from her to assure her 
winning the title of “Queen of the 
Circus.” This title was to have 
carried with it an award of a dia- 
mond ring, Miss Bennett alleges. 





+ ~— . 

| Chicago, March 12. 

| Price war in town between the 
| P - . 

|}new indie Cole Bros. circus and the 


| Hagenbeck-Wallace-4-Paw outfit of 
the 
as the two tricks prepare for their 
day-and-date gallop this spring. 
Ringling trick will have the edge, 
because of its spotting at the 26,000- 
seat Stadium, while the Cole show 
will have the smaller Coliseum. Be- 
cause of this advantage it looks a 
cinch that the Ringling mob will 
drop the bottom out of the admis- 
sion tags to attract the people to 
the big but out-of-the-way Stadium, 
Considered likely that the Ringling- 
ites will okay a two-bits bargain 
price for adults in the upper stands, 

This price war will likely be con- 
tinued throughout the territory, es- 
pecially through Indiana, where the 
feeling runs high. Billing war is 
already under way, with the Ring- 
ling bunch plastering the smaller 
spots throughout the midwest with 
‘Wait for the Hagenbeck show’ 
paper. 

Bert Nelson, animal trainer, will 
be the Hagenbeck thrill attraction 
as replacement for Clyde Beatty, 
who goes with the Cole outfit. Allen 
King, who had been rumored as a 
possible Ringling headliner instead 
of Beatty, will stick with Cole, also 
as substitute. King is strictly a 
Zack Terrell man, Terrall having 
had him for the Standard Oil ‘live 
power’ show at the World's fair, 


Canton, O., March 12, 


Both the Hagenbeck-Wallace-4- 
Paw and new Cole Bros. circuses 
will head east immediately after the 
closing of their respective Chicago 
indoor engagements, which end 
around May 1, early contracts indi- 
cated this week. 
Hagenbeck-Wallace show will 
stick close to its customary spring 
route after leaving Chicago, 
picking up a few dates in Illinois, 
Indiana and Ohio, and will then 
move into Pennsylvania. Only Ohio 
date definitely set thus far by this 
show is Dayton, O., May. 24. The 
Cole show is understood to have 


Ringling interests is readying 
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They never let Co 
Skin spoil their @ 


You can use cosmetics ... the warning signals of this 
as much as you wish... if modern complexion trouble... 
spoil any girl’s good looks! 








— you avoid choked pores 


the Hollywood way Cosmetics Harmless if 


KIN DELICATE? Then removed this way 


you'll want toreadcharm- Lux Toilet Soap is especially 

ing Merle Oberon’s advice on made to remove cosmetics 

loveliness! thoroughly so they can’t 

*‘T use cosmetics,’ says this choke the pores. Its rich, 

fascinating star. “But my skin ACTIVE lather that sinks deep 

is delicate. I have to be very down into the pores gently re- 

careful to get every bit of stale moves every trace of dust and 

make-up out of my pores. dirt, stale rouge and powder. 

That’s why I use Lux Toilet Use it before you put on fresh 

Soap. I’m taking no chances make-up during the day, and 

- with Cosmetic Skin!”’ ALWAYS before you go to bed 
Ann Sothern, too, guards at night. 

against unattractive Cosmetic Your skin needs this beauty 

=." Skin the Lux Toilet Soap way. soap 9 out of 10 screen stars 

Screen stars know enlarged use! Try Lux Toilet Soap to- 

pores, dullness, tiny blemishes day. 
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